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PREFACE, 



THE republication of the Lives con* 
tained in these volumes will^ it is hoped, be 
deemed an acceptable service to those who 
may not be in possession of* the works to 
which they have been hitherto attached ; 
or who may be desirous to increase their 
stores of literary history by having them pre- 
sented in a £orm moro oasily accessible than 
the original. They are principally valuable 
as belonging to that species of Biography, 
called the minute, virhich we cannot expect 
to find in Biographical Collections, im* 
portant as the latter are ; and of their im- 
portance, no man can be more sensible than 
the writer of the present article. 

It has been often complained that the au- 
thors of some lately published lives have be- 

eome 
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edme insufferably prolix by interweaving ao 
counts of other persons who flourished at the 
same time^ and ir^re biit femotely con- 
nected with the chief objecti It is, ho\06ver, 

to this very fault, tliis 3igres%lve informatiort, 

•  » 

that we owe our knowledge of many men of 
acknowledged worth in past times; and it is 
from such apparent redundancies and seal- 
tered notices that the compilers of Biogra? 
phical CollecticHis, acquire some of their 
mosfe accurate and best authenticated mate- 
rials* There is reason to think, therefore, 
that what may stem tedious while the events 
are fresh in the reader's memory. Will be 
found more interesting to future generations. 
Of lives connected with contemporary 
history, and abounding in literary notices 
and traits of character no where else to be 
found, we have some valuable specimens in 
the English series, which are becoming 
scarce .by neglect, or by the natural lapse of 
timCi It occurred to the present writer, 

that 



that a republication of the most important 
of these^ exactly as left by the respective au- 
thors^ would not be imaccoptable at a time 
when biography and literary history are 
more the objects of a laudable curiosity, and 
when there is a general wish that the bene- 
factCNTs of past times may no longer remain 
in obscurity. 

How far ' he has made a just estimate of 
the public inclination in tins respect^ or how 
far the contents of these volumea may gra« 
tify the curiosity which he supposes to exist, 
their fate must detennine. The undertakr 
ing was IBrst suggested by a perusal of the 
very interesting life of Dr. Pocock ; and the 
lives which accompany it were selected as 
containing, with respect to more modern 
times, an equally considerable portion of 
curious history, ecclesiastical, political and 
Mtwary. 

To the whole is added the very necessary 
appendage of a nominal Index. 

A. a 

Nw« 1816. 
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DR. EDWARD POCOCK. 



SECTION I. 

JjiR. PococK was bom on tiie ei^th day of 
November, in the year of our Lord ltf04. He 
was tiie son of Mr. Edward Pocock^ bachelor 
^ divinity, some time fellow of St. Mary Mag* 
dalen college in Oxfiofrd, but then vicar of Chievely 
in Beiiis* It happened that the place of his birth 
was that, wherein he was to spend the. greatest 
part of his life. For his fietther having beea lately 
prei^eixted to the vicarage before^meotioned, could 
not yet/Order his affairs to settle upon it, but was 
Ibrced, it seems^ for some tim^ to leave his 
iatnily in Oxford ; and there, within the parish of 
St Peter's in the West^ this his eldest son Edward 
was bom. 

ri>u J. B Wb 
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His infancy discovered such promising parts, tfS 
easily dfew hb parents to dedicate him to religion 
and learning: and for that purpose he was early 
sent to the free-school at Thame, in Oxfordshire. 
The schoolmaster there, to Mrhose care he was 
committed, was Mr. Richard Butcher, bachelor 
of law, a man of great accuracy in grammatical 
learning, whose skill and industry the doctor, evex^ 
in his old age, would often very gratefully remem« 
ber. TiM tdiljg^Bi^e ^f that worthy person^ meet^ 
ing with an extraordinary capacity in this hi» 
scholar, was blessed with a more than common 
success : for he was no sooner come to the ^;e of 
fourteen yeaniy but he was thought fit for the uni- 
versity; and accordingly, being brought toO%* 
lord, he wtis ent^ped in Magdalw HaU ; and ^tbn 
%lBO yMA stay iKi that plae^ bit ments r^eotxh 
intaded him, upob a strict exaMinatioiv :t<»iirscb^ 
hrls placi in Cotpos Gltt*isti doli^ge^ to Xfkkth W 
vtas adokitted, Dec^ 1 1^ l6m 

fiyail tKir miqmrtet we cannot learn who wat 
hk talt>r'ki the hall^ but are l»ured by a late wap^ 
m*i CbatMr. Giamaliel Chase, bachelor of div^ 
iilty, and Mlwf of Corpus^hnsti, was fabtntor 
Sa that itoUege. Qi whom the ^anae Mthairt 
^Vea tbis chamcter. ^^ He w» a nati of great 

, * Dr» Walker, in bis History of Uie Su&rings of tke 
*CItrgy,"Pftrl I. p. 9«; and Krt tt. o. ?r7, ' * 

t IbicU p. 217. ' ' • 

:<^3>iety. 
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y fMOfyp and of deep land ioiiad le^fdlng; iswh 

^ of & great jsian." Aifterwanls, as we Icua 
ffook the same hand, i^e b^eame ractgr of Wao^ 
iirook, in Do^^aetsbire) and vioar of Wareomb^ in 
Ijkviron, both which he lostio the grand TebellkMi^ 
for his adherence to tiie King aod ifae Cfai»ch» 
At the same time, his temporal estate of 100/. per 
annum, was sequestered, hb wife and seven ohiI«^ 
^n exposed to t^e gi>ea^te6t oecessities, and iiit 
goods, not exoeptiRg his books and papers, ew- 
tirelj carried away, and himself imprisoned. He 
survived the Restoration mai^ yeard, was restored 
to botii his preferments, and died not ^1 about 
ihe year 1680. tt is not to be wondered at, ij^ 
under stich direction, Mr. Pocoek imWbed tiiose 
sehtiments of religion and loyalty, which distiiip 
goished him in the future conduct of his life; add 
fltill less, that he made a very comnderable pro- 
gress in his studies. He laoon appeared eminent 
kiatl those parts <yf learning which are commonly 
taught in universities. To^those arts and sdences 
which the ordinary disciplkie obliged him to be 
acquainted with, he added the knowledge of the 
best writers, both Greek and Roman. Fop in 
some papers, written by him when very young, 
there are such obsjervatipns out of Quintiiian, 
Cicero, Plutarch, Plato, and other authors, a$ 
speak a great deal of skill and judgment. And 

B S there 
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lime are too^ in the same papers, the marks of a 
mighty hiduotry : for it bemg sometidseis his aii^ 
torn to note the time when he began the perusal of 
•any' treatise, it thereby appears, that the reading 
and considering that whole dialogue de Oratori* 
bus, by some ascribe to Tacitus, but commonly 
printed with Quintilian's works, was the business 
txily of one day. 

On Nov. 28, 1622, being but very little more 
than eighteen years old, he was admitted to the 
degree of bachelor of arts. And, having already 
made a considerable progress in the ordinaiy 
paths of learning, he began in a short time to be* 
iake himself to some of the more retired aod 
tint;nQdden walks of it ; applying his mind, witib 
^reat diligence, to the study of the Eastern lan- 
guages. For which, he had the. advantage of a 
skilful director in Matthias Pasor, a German, the 
son of George Pasor, a learned professor at 
Herbom^ the author of the Greek Lexicon to the 
New Testament This Matthias Pasor, . having 
been professor of mathematics in the university d[ 
Heidelberg, whence he was driven by th^ late 
troubles which befel the Palatinate *, came to Ox- 
ford, and there being incorporated master of arts, 
as he had stood at Heidelberg f, for his mainte* 

• P. Preheri Theatrum Virorum eruditione clarorum, 
p. 154*^. . - . . 

+ Mr. \Vood'8 A then Oxon. voL i. p. 440. 

' nance. 
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nance, be ifot only taught in a private diamberi 
the sciences he had ptofe^sed in liis own. country^ 
butalso the Oriental toqgues/.re^dbg for some 
time an Arabic lecture twice a week publicly in 
the divinity school^ upon the. encouragement of a 
pension collected from his auditors* Du Pocock 
would,, upon all occasions, express a great regard 
to the memory of this person, whom he was wont 
frequently to commend, as for a very learned, so 
likewise for a very honest and good man. He was 
scholar to him for languages, at the same time 
that the late ''^Xord Radnor was for mathematics. 
. The statutes of the college requiring some de- 
lay, he did not take the degree of master of arts, 
till March £8, 16£6. And soon after that, I 
suppose it was, that being arrived at j^ great a 
Jieigbt iu Oriental learning as Mr. fasor could 
lead liim to, he applied himscdf for ftrther instruc- 
tion to Mr. William Bedwell, vicar of Tottenham 
High Cross, near London: a person to whom 
the 4>raise of being the first who considerably 
promoted the study of the Arabic language in 
jEurope, may perhaps more justly belong,, than to 
Thomas Erpenius, ^ho commonly has it. This 
Mr. Bedwell had made a vast progress in the 

* This noble person was son and heir to Richard Robarts^ 
the first Lord Robarts of Truro, so created Jan. l6, 21 
Jac, I. to whom he succeeded, and was afterwards created 
Viscount Bodmyn and Earl of Radnor, July 23, SS Car..e. 

know- 
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MdWle&gb of tihtt to&gue befom £rp6iiiu9 had 
kikj name ih the World for dkiil in'it. And as tiad 
ikttef spfenl tottie time lii £ngknd about the y^at 
i6bS, hef was bbliged fo the former for ttmxif 
direfc^ns Ivfaiteb be received from him in tiiat soil 
6f leammg. B^side^ sieveral books whicb Mn 
!^edwel{ publisshed reldti&g to it, h^ employed him* 
ielf maiiy ye&rs in preparing m Arabic Lexieont 
In tiiriBi) Toluthes; md wad at the pains of a 
toyag^ into Holland, to peruse the papers of 
Joseph Scs^iger, \vho bad made a collection, as hi 
declared *, of twenty tiiousand words ift that Ian* 
guag& fiut being, asf Isaac Casaubon com* 
l^lain^d of him, slow in his proceeding, doubtless 
dut bf a d^ire that the gfeat work he was eti* 
gaged In fehouid be as perfect as inight be; at 
kiflgtb, Golius's undertaking of life Same kitid^ 
\Vhd had fiirhished himself to the best advantage 
tt6tti the east, made the publication of it uselesa. 
Mr. Pocock profited much under the instruct 
tibns of this Itorhed man ; and the advances he 
tiiade in several uncommon sorts of literature^ 
i^ould not but meet witti encouragement from that 
leartied society, whereof he was a member ; who^ 
as a proof of Aeir just regard for him, admitted 
bim probationer fellow July 24, l5£8. And now 

f Epist. ad Steph. Ubertam, inter Josephi Scaligeri 
Opyscula, p«45S* 
t 1$. €a«aboDi Epistolap, Nu. 575. 

the 



the stAtutis of the college praviding tfiit he 
flbouldjpeediiy ent^ into holy orders, it was high 
tikM fi>r him to add the study of theology to hit 
SonM koquirements, which were only prepam* 
tery for it And this, I cannot doubt but he 
betook himielf to in the method which had beev 
IBOme years before recommended to the university 
ti Oxford, by that learned and judicious prince, 
king James L * namely, not by insisting on mo* 
4tm compendiums and tracts of dimity, but by 
applying himself chiefly to fathers and councils, 
declesiaBtical historians and other antient writers, 
together with the sacred text, the word of God. 
For though he perused the books of some late 
tirriters in divinity, it was not, I find, to form his 
notions in matters of reli^on, according to tlieir 
conceptions and opinions, but to take their direc* 
tioh about several pieces of antiquity, in order to 
a general knowledge of their nature and excel- 
lency, and to distinguish the genuine from such 
to are of doubtful original, or manifestly spurious. 
This, in particular, I learn from some papers 
begim to be written by him Sept 7, 1^29, was 
the use he made of a treatise of some account 
tiien reprinted at Oxford, namely, Gen Vossius's 
Theses Theologicae, out of which he collected 
leveral tfamgs of this nature and of no other. 

* Vid. Historiam et Aotiquitstes Uoivent O^on. a. o. 

But 
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:Btit tcmidst his tbeological sMdies it wm ioqpos^ 
slble for him. to lay aside all regard for thmer eaatK 
em languages ^to which his miikd was sbiiiddicld^ 
and on which he had bestowed so mucb.tinie and^ 
pwis. He therefore, about this titae, ipur^lied % 
designr wherein both were joined .togs^iieF, and: 
that was, the fittiog for the press those parts pi 
the Syriac version of the Ne^ TestatneiM;, wbi(^ 
bad never yet been published. Ignatius, the Ja^ 
^bite patriarch of Antiochi had^ in the last ager 
sent Moses Meridinaeus, a priest of Mesopotanaay 
into the west to get that version printed, ia order 
to the carrying back a sufficient kiumber of cofma 
for the use of his churdies. And this work, by 
the care and diligence of Albertus Widmaasta* 
diusi was very well performed at Viemm^ a. p* 
1555. But the Syriac New T^tament thus 
brought out of the East, and followed in that un* 
pression, wanted the second epistle of St. Peter^ 
the second and third epistles of St John, the 
epistle of St. Jude, and the whole book of the 
Bevelation : because, as a learned man * conjec- 
tures, those parts of Holy Scripture, though ex^ 
tant amongst them, were not yet received into the 
canon, by those Oriental churches. This defect 
no body took care to supply, till that very learned 
person Ludovicus de Pieu, on the encouragement 

^ Ludovicus de DieU| Praefat. in Apocaljps. Striae. 
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and with the assistance of Daniel Heinsius, set 
about the Revelation ; bebg fumished with a 
copy of ity ivbicb had been given with many other 
manuscripts, to the university of Leyden by the 
famous Joseph Scaliger. , That Version of the 
Apbcaiypse was printed at Leyden in the year 
16S7, but still the four Epistles were wanting 
and those Mr. Focock undertakesj being desirous 
that the whole New Testament might at length 
be published in that language, which was the 
vulgar tongue of oqr blessed Saviour himself, 
and hia holy Apostles. A very £ur manuscript 
Sot this purpose he bad met with in that vast trea? 
sivre of learning like Bodleian library; containing 
those epistles, together with some oth^ parts of 
the New Testament. Out of this manuscript^ 
following the example of de Dieu, he transcribed 
those epistles in < the Syriac character ; the sam^ 
he likewise set down in Hebrew letters, adding 
Ihe points, not according to the ordinary, but the 
Syriac rules, as they had been delivered by those 
learned Maronites, Amira and Sionita. He also 
ynade a new translation of these epistles out of 
Syriac into Latin, comparing it with that of £tze- 
lius, and shewing upon all considerable occasions, 
the. reason of bis dissent from him. Moreover, 
he added the original Greek, concluding the 
whole with a good number of learned and useful 
potes. 

This 
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. This work wag finished by him wtieo ha wai 
yet but four and twenty yeaii ^d ; and ^ugb ha 
performed it with the utmost cate and exaotneBtfi 
yet 80 great was his modesty and distrust of him* 
self, that he could not be persuaded to think it fit 
for publication till after it had lain by him about 
a year, when he suffered it to be printed upon &t 
following occasion, 

Gerard John Vossius, at this thne a professor 
at Leyd^an, being of great fame throughout tiie 
. world for his extraordinary learning, had a parti- 
cular respect pdd him by some of the nobili^, 
and many learned men of the English nation *• 
He had published several excellent books, parti- 
cularly his Pelagian history : wherein, as he .bad 
expressed more temper and moderation thaa 
some of his countrymen, so he manifested a just 
esteem for ecclesiastical antiquity, which no 
church in the world had a truer regard for thui 
that of England. Being on these accounts muck 
valued by his friends in this nation, he had some 
time since been earnestly pressed to accept of a 
professorV place, with a very honourable salary^ 
in the university of Cambridge ; and now was in* 
vited by a message from his Majesty Kbg 
Charles I. to a prebend in the church of Canter* 

* Vide Epistolam Joanni MeartiOi inter Ger. Vof«ii 
Epistolas, Nam* 114. 

9 bury* 
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fourj. The first of thede offers he had Refused, 
as liort slgreemg with his circumstances^ winch 
wcnild not admit of a remove from liis own coim* 
trj : but the latter he readily closed with, having 
been assured that residence would not be expected 
from him. To be installed in this prebend be 
conies jnto England ; and there making a visit to 
the nniversity of Oxford, where he was received 
with all the marks of a very great esteem, he 
spent much of hi$ time doring his stay, in view- 
ing the manuscfiptfe, and other rarities of the 
public library. Amongst other things^ betook 
particular notice of the Syriac manuscript of the 
ei:fetles, which gave occasion to Mn John Rouse^ 
the chief librarian, to acquaint him with Mr. 
Pbcock's performance* Vossius, being extremely 
pleaied with wh^t he thus heard, desired to sea 
both the author and the work. And, after miich 
discourse with him, and a diligent examination of 
that) be made it his earnest request that what so 
well deserved to see the light should no longer be 
iept in darkness. 

Mi^. Pocock was overcome by the persuasions 
6f a man, against whose judgment be could have 
no exception. And being also furdier encouraged 
by the proniiise he made, that it should, by hia 
procurement, be carefully printed in Holland, he 
presently took care to add a preface and a dedi« 
catiw. And the patron be made choice of was 

Vossius 
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Yossius himself, to whom he addressed this work 
in terms of much deference and respect " Vos- 
sius, upon his arrival at Leydai, committed the 
care, of the edition to the learned Ludovicus de 
Dieu, ^ho gladly received Mn Pocock's papers^ 
and after a diligent perusal of them, wrote to 
hkn, highly commending itet fklelity of his tran- 
script the justness of his version, and the learn- 
ing of his notes. At the same time be proporev 
several emendations in the pointing of the He- 
brew charadfir, and one in that of the Syriac, 
togetbo: with two alterations in the Latin vereion^ 
and likewise one additional xiotej intending to 
deby the impression, till he could receive Mr. 
Pocock's answer, without whose consent, he re- 
vived, as himself expresses it, to interpolate 
nothing. After that was come to hand, de Dicu 
put the epistles to the press, and when the edition 
rraa finished, he wrote a, second time to Mr. 
Pocock ; and congratulates him on that occasion. 
Frwn this second letter it appears, that the reply 
to the first brought consent to most of the desired 
amendments. And accordingly all of them, ex- 
cept three, stand, as proposed, in the printed 
work, Besides which, de Dieu had a commis- 
sion to make what further alterations he should 
find expedient In pursuance of which he pro- 
ceeded to other emendations with Vossius's 
advice, in number six, of which he gives an ac- 
' ' • ' count 



t:otiiit hi ^ his seccitid letter, with bis reasoM for 
eadi of them : they all concern the Latin vw* 
irioa. The edition being thus finished^ a const-* 
tlerable number of copies were sent by Vossius^ 
as a present to the author at Oxford, /ti^j^er 
with due acknowledgmrats of the usefiiki^ of 
the work, and pf the affection and honour ex- 
pressed in the declaration. And, indeed; that 
•most learned man entertained on this occasioii 
such a valire for Mr. Pocock, that though he was 
thirty years older, and a sort of dictator in the 
commonwealth' pf learning, he treated him ever 
after with 'all the kindness and familiarity of a 
friend. He corresponded with him by firequent 
-lett^ som^ of which have been made public * ; 
lie presented him with the books he publiflbed ; 
and, upon all occasions, made honourable men- 
tion of him to the day of his' death. 

Some time in the year 1629, Mr. Charle&Rob* 
son, of Queen's Collie, in Oxford; returned 
from being chaplain to the English merchants at 
Aleppo, and the Vacancy thereby made, Mr* 
Pocock was appointed to fill, being now in holy 
orders. That of priest was conferred on him by 
Richard Corbett, bishop of Oxford, Dec. 20, 
1629. i By whom also he had some time before 
been made a deacon. We cannot say to whom 



•> 
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it ymA Mr. Pooock wa9 imiebted fw i4a l«0M«d# 
tiooed preferment, fiisbop Land wm in himsetf 
ft most obsenrmg and nmnificeot paUtm of leBrn-^ 
ing, and being tben bisbap of LoodMi htd the 
direction of religious affaira ahroadt On hoih 
which accoisntft he mig^ naturally be supposed to 
have recommended him to liiat pQ3t^ wane it nol 
that the first letter written by that prelate to Mr « 
Pocock at Aleppo, and ^btod Oct. 30, 16$ Ip 
plainly discovers tiiat tixey had then iK> acquaint^ 
aace with each other: and timt the bishop having 
tio interest of his own in die chaplain at Aleppo, 
wpote to him in the stren^h of Mr. Bedwdrs 
aec^oaintance. 

I cannot meet with any account of the cii«um<« 
stances of his depannre from England, nor of 
ills voyage, till he came to Scanderoon; wheria 
having been long at sea, he arrived, I find^ Oct 
14, l€SO) and Came three days after to Aleppo, 
ficing a man of a meek and humUe temper, and 
Habirally in love with retirement and peace, he 
did not (as many travelers do) carry with him a 
iMent desire of viewing ttrange countries. Nay, 
be was so far from being deiig^ed either with 
what be^iad already seciK, or the place where he 
was now settled ; that in u letter, written About 
two months after his arrival to Mr« TJbomaa 
Greaves, a very studious young man, then scho*^ 
lar of Corpus Christi, he gave but a very melan* 

choly^ 
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efady AcoMie of biiimlf. "" My i^blef adlaoe,*^ 
said he, '^ is the remembmoe of my fnemb, and 
^' my fiirmer happinetBi vfaen I was among them. 
^^ Happy you that enjoy those places where I so 
^ often wbh myself as I see the barbarous peo*. 
^< pie «f (Alls tottotry. I think that he that hath 
'^ onoe been out of England^ if he get home# 
-^ iriU not easiiyiie persuaded to leare it agaku 
*^ Hbereis oottMig (Jbnt may make a man envy a 
^^ Ivavdler/' However, being lU^road, he re« 
soared that his natnral arersion for sudia kind of 
life fihotdd nol make him ne^ect the doing any 
thipg In tfa^ post he was in, which was either his 
dnty to Gody or might answer die expectation of 
gsod and karaed men» 

Above all odmr thaQg3 he eaiefiiUy apptied him^ 
sdf lo tiie business of his place as chaplain to 
aim factpry j peoforming the solenm duties of re* 
tijpQQ in that dasent and orderly manner which 
onr Cbiwch requires. He ivas dU^ent in preach* 
ing^ exhorting his countrymen in a plain, but 
Mry convinck^ way, to piety^ temperance, jus^ 
lice and love, and aU those dinstian virtues oi^ 
graee% which would both secwe to them the fa* 
vour and proteetscn of the Almighty, and sjso 
adorn tiiek oonversatiea, renderhig it comely ih 
the sight of an unbelieviiig nation. Andwhathe 
faiioured to persuade others to he duly practoed 
himself^ proposing to 4iis hearers^ in his own 

r^lar 
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regitlkr and unspotted life, a bright example of 
the bcdiness be recommended. 

As he was seldom or never drawa from the 
constant performaaice of these duties of his 
diarge by a curiosity tempting him to the view of 
other places of that country, so he ttrould not 
omit what belonged to his^ office, even when at- 
tended with a very afirightening danger. For in 
the year 1634, as the plague raged furiously in 
Aleppo, and many of the merchants fled two 
days journey from it, and dwelt in teiits on mt 
mountains; he had that holy confidence in the' 
Providence of God, and that readiness to meet 
his good pleasure, whatever it should be; that 
though he visited them that were in the country, 
he, for the most part^ continued to assist and 
comfort/ those who had shut up themselves in the 
city. And indeed, the mercy of Goad (as he most 
thankfully acknowledged in a letter sent a iktle 
after to a friend in Oxford) was signally mani^ 
fested, at that time, towards him, and all our 
nation belonging to that factory. For though the 
pestilence wasted beyond the example of former 
times, not ceasing, as usually, at the entrance* of 
the dog*days, all the English were preserved, as 
well they that continued in the town as they that 
fled from it. God covered them with his protec- 
tion, and was their shield and buckler against that 
terrible destruction: ^^ A thousand fell at their 

" side- 
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-^^ flid^y and tl^ousaiujs at their right hand, and 

I^ yet Jt did*nQt come nigh them/' 

« JDuriBg tufl abode at this very melancholy place 

(for 80 he always considered it) he diverted hitn- 

. Mlf . sooietiaies with philosophical inquiries bto 

'. ffadne w»ks{ of nature, which were not to be met 

^rtdtit m his own countiy* For, I find, in a letter 

^itf- bfft tp Mr. Thomas, Greaves, a short descrip- 

vtkrn oC Ihe wonders of the Chameleon, and yet 

Ib wim Inspects as accurate as that of the ana- 

tomBti at Paris*; together with a promise of 

< cAirther pbs^vationsi as li^ should have an oppor* 

* fi^ky to make them. He noted the several co* 

lours into which he saw that animal change itself 

vphich were chiefly such as are mingled of green 

and. yellow. All sorts of green, from the darkest 

to the lig^test^ be observed it to take ; and some* 

times with spots, one while blackish, another 

ashrcoloured. And as for that mistake of Plinyf 

and some other of the ancients, that it neither eati 

nor drinks, but lives wholly upon air ; he beheld 

the confutation of it as it darted out a long sh^ 

tongue and caught flies : and was assured by the 

^rdeners, that it frequently did mischief to some 

of their plants. However, though this creatun^ 

* Description Anstomique d'un Cameleon, &c. ^ Paris, 
1669. 

t C. Piin. Naiuralis Histoc 1. viU. cap* 51* 

TOL.^1* ^ ^ C as 



M well as others, is supported ^y itit/A, lie'wtis 

convinced, as be kept itin abox,'thfilt Ht^couTd 

^live indeed a coilsidemble ^time '%Milo|l« mt^ at 

the least, seveml mondA, v.^ ; , 

"Bui, ^8 well became la tllvibe'^'k^^AirUiitti 
^'philosopher, his inquiries of ^thitf kiad^4we tbMy 
tnade info 'those pfdducci6hs 6f ^ndtofe' Md rjflft, 
the knowledge 6f whidi rtrf^ glvc4fght^tofidte« 
difficult places of Holy Scriptui^. Me iMasrmnMr 
in that part df th^ 'wortd vthettbn 'McfM ^of 4ite 
sacred pennrieii l^rote; ^d he Cdul'd ndt t^Mkite 
but conclude, tiiart; a ' trtie 'WdetiAt ^tf %6<»rtU 
things of It, :\<rhich they hartie ^referred ^b, Jartj^t 
explain some passages in ^iose 'holy ^Wi^t^i^ 
which 'have not yet, by many iMc^pl«#n^ ^btta 
very well understood. And, it will ttik, 3 stfj)- 
pose, be thought tedious, if I set down 4l^o !bt 
three dbservatioiis of this kind, <wbidh'aite^t?o^4be 
met with, among others, In bis '{capers and ^^r&fled 
'books. • • . 

There are a sort of creatures mentioned^ in cbe 
^ Old Testament, which faxost^tiwiglators riwiderfcy 
the name of dragons, thougli the pi^operty ffaire 
ascribed to them will not agree'to the Mluire of 
those animals. For we read in^be books of na« 
turalists and historians of no other noise made by 
dragons, but only that'of hissiitg; whereas in 
most versions, at Micah i. 8, .we meet with the 
howling or wailing of dragons. This difficulty 

** ' the 
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^rom jiparticolar. StMf jdC sotniuaiif ^er^aOMMol 
Jens,- (ivbo aQpp(Med\the^]Mt]ag |bt iie^da, 4ini 
«f)enilig the idqij^Iu of tliOHe jcroalwm, 40 be ia 
«Kt K^f iamntiatfcn to God for ibe^ lot. thai j^of 
li6fallenr>ttiaxL But ihe. d^s^atkoB aooad^ bf 
Mr^ iFoodclt'iof JtliQ0e4miiBak joalM jalod^, ;Qi; 
iMctt*^log4to|beT«iid8bprimvitici^^ xrbaoita^ 
dlidahttfi C04igiree iitfith like adIicBt Syriac .YenioB^ 
^nfifdiaff Arabioneiof Rabbi Saadiasi id suppogiiig 
-tbot Jthcse JMse riM&At^ and oot diakgom, ia itbot mid 
Mme Otter .{diaGes ^of &eajpltxkte. They me, as he 
^taaforibesithemf, a dkiad of wi^ dogs, befcweeoa 
fox and a wolf; and the noke they make is aoeh 
-as nQnethat'triciQal in .those ^pacta in the Jiigbt, 
/iwi be igooraotof. iFor a:bidkig in *tbe iields jyad 
itaste places, ^tbey hawl aa htomtably, ilhat p«^ 
sons uoacqbainted with tfaMov woold conclude 
^#iat a Gompahy of women and cfadUreci w^e waH- 
-ing one to' another* lathis he was the^xnore con* 
^FBied by soine 4naniiscript notes of Sabbi Tan- 
qhuaii of Jerusalem, « learned Jew, who wrote 
onthe^Old Tettameqt in Arabic, part o£ which 
'Mr. iPoGock procui^ from (the ea^t. He <A- 
serves k for ml error ia expositors, that in this 
and some other places^ they render dragons wheae 

* Sum. Bocharti Hierozoic, part, prior. lib. i. 6,9b 
4 ;DrJPQcedKf»€oiDa«ntvOB!ltficah i. B« 

c-S they 
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Hb^ nhaolA render jakales. The tmsm cl i^Udk 
Inistakey 'he isahb, is, thst^ tiie . word, wjiich si^ 
lofieth jakalesi, m the plural oun^hec k^ i^Mndtr 
tag« the saiae witb that which aignifietb it dcagm 
ia the Kngnbr, bothTaiinio. .. To prevent, thesas* 
fore, this suitake, Mr.'.PocOi^k lap /dairni . thb 
ifqle : thit' wheresoever we meet With.tanhknyz'cir 
.taimiin> pi^ twDOth, a® pllurals^ , tbcgf signify thoee 
lio<9ting. wild beasts^ iohabitkig waste idedolatfe 
pla^ : ,hut where tannim.or tannin in* the Bingm- 
Jar, :,(>r.t^M3i)inim in the plural, they areata bejren- 
udiisted dragons, or serpentis, or sea^monsters, or 
awfaalesy according as tUey are spoken of o^eiLr 
tures on land or in the water. . 

These jakales are so ravenous, that they mfiU 
prey on dead bodies, yea, dig them out of tl^ir 
graves if not well covered. For which reason he 
thinks ^ these animals are meant, not only, Psalm 
xliv. 199 by tannim, which we and others traa* 
slate dragons ; but also Psalm Ixiii. 10, by shua* 
. lun, which we render foxes* The name jakale^ 
he says, is . borrowed from the Persian language,, 
in which it is written shegal, and is from the He*' 
brew shualy which word may comprehend both 
those kindsy which are not very dififerent from each 
other. 
Not a few passages we have also in Scripture 

^ Dr. Pocock'i CoiDihent* on MaU i. d. 

relating 
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reliUbg to tlie tlira9hmg of com> which to hin^ 
that only considers the customs in that matter of 
common use in these parts, will appear very bard 
to be understood. * We there read of " thrash^ 
'^ ing with instruments of iron^ of thrashkig the 
^^ mountains, and beating them small, and mak^ 
^* ing the hills as chaff, with a new sharp thrasbi 
*/ ing instrument having teeth, as also <tf thrai^* 
^' ing with oxen and heifers^ with a cart whed^ 
** and with horsemen." And when the dau^ter 
of Zion is coomianded to arise and ^^ thrash her 
*/ enemies/' who should be gathered as sheaves 
into the floor ; she was, we read, to be provided 
with ^* hoofs of brass to beat them in pieces. ** 
In some other places also, thrashing and cutting 
seem to be the same thing; as when the heathea 
were to be assembled together, for a terrible de* 
jjixuction in the valley of Jehoshaphat, after the 
preparatioa for the following thrashing or elcecu- 
tion, by ^^ putting the sickle into the harvest," th^ 
place of it is called the ^* valley of decision,'* or 
concision, of thrashing or cutting asunder. Now^ 
certainly the usage among us of beating out corn 
yfiih a flail, will give us no just idea of the truo 
meaning of such expressions as these. Whereas^ 
what Mr* Pocock observed of the customs of 

^ Apdos 1. 3. Isa« xli, 15* Deut. xxv. 4. Hos« x» ll« 
|sa. xxviii, 2S, Mic»iv. 13* Joel iii» 14. 

those 
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ttfiose ekst^Vfi peBptd, riiakeis thttrt pWtf And' IrtSeK* 
ftgible: ibf he tetls us, *that j!he hafteJst beittg 
over, they ky tfie sheaves in order en a krgfip 
floor of plain, made fit for that pwposti irt thcf 
dp6n field, and there caus« their oxtJn, or atller 
bedsts, to drat^ over the sheaves so disposed, ei- 
ther ah instrument itiAde of heavy planks of 
v^ood, witli sharp stones or flints c^riven into it, 
6t else two iroti wheels dented trith sharp teeth, 
iftd cdtijiled with an aife-tree or beam of wotjd j 
dhd thdt this labour is nbt ended tilt both the 
^rdfh k divided from liie husk, and the straw <Sut 
Into 6mall ^iiefces ; the latter being designed fbt* 
proper repositories, such &s caves, or dry wfetb, 
wherSilt is kept to feed their cattle, as the formtr 
U for the granary. 

Several years after his return into England, 
some letters passed between him and Dr. Ham- 
mond, whilst that very learned and pious man 
was preparing his excellent paraphrase and anno- 
tations on the New T'estamerit, concerning that 
instrument used in the east for purging or cleans- 
ing the flooi', which in our translation i^ Stiled a 
fan. iBeirig said in Scripture to be carried In the 
Band, it cannot well be supposed to be an^ con* 
frivance of sails, whereby to throw off the dust, 

^ Comment, on Joel iiu 14, als6 on Mlc« iv, 13, and on 

HoSt 3C> 11* 

and 



WE^. 'ti^^sffiQ^ wafi ratiomUy . concluded by M^.^ 
P<Wc/(; (^Yihpse Qpiaioo w^ai JfolJowcd by Dr, 
Htpf^ci,*);bptb, from* the, sigDiifica^oft of tb^ 
^ffffOfl word, and. those wojdf it is rendered bs 
in Syriac and Anbic^ to be a kind of trident 
w^dp. us^ of afiti^ . the tbi:a^nj^ was over, by 
v^ifgSff tpfisiog lypt^. straw ai^d chufi to sepa<i 
i;ate tb^oK, ipQfxh the; cpj|;^; qt else a sort of sbovel^ 
wi^<^ would prodwe the same. effect by Uirowing 
1^ W;hple hea{» in smi^l paj^celsi, to 4 good dis-^ 
tmofh ^b^ougb thf^ aui. 

s^i^obt qeoi^rk^ aji these, so ^seful fpr under^ 
«tfwdi|!g tjbe queued text, he^ was. careful to maki^ 
%%1k^ mefe wAth coAV)eiMjent opportunities for thom* 
But another business; tibere^ was, in which he. d^^ 
cfi^loyed himself^ and which indeed took up the 
gl^eajt^ part) of that t4ine which he, could spar^ 
^pQp the x^esiSMy duties of rel%ipn; and that 
^m the labouring to arriire a( what perfection. k% 
CffiM in, the knowledge of the eastern languages* ' 
§opfi after lus cooking to Al^ppo^ he endea*" 
YQpredi by the c^i^tance of tbe^ Jews, he found 
t^if^f to obtain greater accuracy in Hebrew, en* 
tertaw^B 9^f^ Rahbi Samuel tor this purpose, tQ 
yfkum he allQwed ^ good stipend bff the iponth^ 
a^d alieriva«dft applying hipselj^ to sou>e otbers^^ 
fiufi it was iw* Wug WfePC hfr was fuliy qonvince^ 

f^ Jffk I^m^oad'f Aanotation on Matt. iii. 12« . 

that 
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that this attempt xvould ]fe altogether fruitless r 
for the stupidity 6f some of those wretched pfeo^ 
pie was so great^ that they could not, and th^ 
envy of others so miisGhievous, that they ^ouI4 
pot, afford any considerable direction. 

It appears' too, from some papers written by 
him in thi6 place, that he made bse of sdch pp- 
portunities as be there met with; Of improving hi$^ 
skill in Syriac : for they contain several gramriM^ 
tical collections relating to that language;- as iiHoi 
a praxis in it on some parts of Holy Scripbar^. 
Tlie sartle way it is also manifest, that he^^beq 
studied the Ethiopic tongue, and furnished hittir 
self, either from masters or books, with proper 
rules whereby to understand it. ' ^^ 

But Arabic, the most learned and general Ian-:? 
guage of the east, was the subject of his greatest 
industry and application ; for farther instruction iif 
whiqh, he agreed with a sheich qr doctor, called 
Phatallah, to come to him frequently, and enter- 
tained, as a servant, by the year, one Ham^^ 
chiefly for tliis end I suppose, tht^t he might on 
every occasion converse familiarly in it. Witl^' 
this assistance, to obtain exactness in a tongue sq 
tery difficult, he furnished himself, as appears 
i^om bis papers, with many grammatical ob^serva- 
^ns, and made sundry coUeetions out of lexico- 
grapbers and other authors which he there met 
with* He also rpad the alcoran of that impqstor 

Mahome^ 
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geace; a book, the contrivance of which ttqe 
held to be 30 groit a nuracle^ by tlie autbw. of 
|ty and is so still by his followers ; and which in- 
deed, as a very good judg^ informs tis, f bat^ 
the foHy, the cbnfusedness and incoherency of 
the matter contained therein, is, as to the st^ 
end kLogasLge, the standard of elegancy in the 
Arab tongue. Another very useful exercise for 
the same purpose, on which he then bestowed 
much pains and time^ was the translating several 
Arabic boolcs* And the chief of these was a 
fast coUaetioa he there prQcured of six tbouflaod 
proverbs, containing the wisdom of the Arabian^ 
jsnd fefenring to the most remarkable passages of 
Skek histevy. / : This he turned into Latin, addii^ 
some notes for explication, with a design, as te 
seined to . tell his friend Ger. Vossius J:, to pab* 
Ibh. the whole after his return into England. By 
such a continued . labour and study, he at lenglfc 
overcame, ina great measure, all the difficulties 
of this copious ;^anguage ; and that to such a de* 
gree, tiiat he spake it with as much ease as hii 
mother-tcMigue, and so well understood the criti« 
jcism and niceties of it, that his sheich pronounced 

P Dr. Pocock'sSpecimsn Histor. Ani{>. p, igU 

f Dr. H. Pri4€8ux's lAk of Mahomet, p. S6, 

1 CI. Yirorum ad 6. Vossium Epistolst, ^u. fSg, 

iiim. 



9$ tfi% um M 

him a OEliMiier ift it^ in w;> nort io^emdr tQ te^inaM 

• Tlftough what, bas^ been alsead^p meatkined wm 
» great <teal 0f work, it vms not Hob oniy employ^ 
tieiil W had at tdm plo^e. A^ he^ now resided oq 

# faQtopyi so* be was concerned m a sort o£^ mer^ 
^hendke : not thai of buying up sitta aad: other 
emaiiftcnts to Amnsh the pride and hjumry of £iie» 
#t>pe} or any olbep traffic that might issue ia a 
IrlentiAit increase o^ wealth; hut the puiobasiiii^ 
tea mora precious* aad vaiuabte wares^ eren the 
iDaniing Md knovi^tedge eontaitied ia the booke ef 
fhoBO eastern aalioas. Jacobus (Solias^ a very 
toaj^ned prdfesser o# Arabie 4^1^ aiMbeiiiatioa k| 
Hke^ fipiversi^ of- Leydieii^ waa Homp M9y lately re»» 
Irih^ed eiit of Syri^s bringing wfith l^iM; a greet 
esaay liiaBUscfipts^ of good aofoanl^ whieh he had 
jM^ured ia those parts; aad theugh^ Mr. Pooock 
tfAd the dSsadvaiilege ef aomiog'afteir, he resokei 
lAel if diligeace could efiJBttt it, his abode Aem 
sheutd net be^of less use to the ^onmommdth of 
testraing. Ho bought up wtelever iqaauscriptf 
of any vatue H that tangtei^ei ha could aoeet with 
al Aleppo, miA employed his friends thw< ta pror 
eui^ the \ibs^ lirott other ptades, waiting the eppoD* 
tunities of the caravans from Persia, and other 
countriet. When he coald qot obtain the books 
themselresj^ he took care to have Aen exactly 
transcribed* And because amongst the tub^ish. 
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m he MRcrii k, e<^ tlie Jew»» theM wen miMj 
€MAd«mbl^ Cfaing9, especMly such %b had bMit 
ibrfti^ly writtm by tbefr feanied ntn m AnMc^ 
whto that imgue wai^ moi^ ki request tmaog 
tkem I be iMpIoyed several brokers to get moo 
cf these ^t e( their hMds. Bor be was weUaa-^ 
sared^ that tboiigb the Jews wei^ either so igio- 
mM as not to ynderstaod tbemy or else so sotfsls 
as net to make use of them^ they would not put 
wkb tiiem to oM whom they koew to be a chw- 
tfatf* 

As he thus dealt in bo(As fer his own pnvke 
use, and at his own expence, so be had a conw 
Mission from Bishop Laud (in a letteTi dated Oct 
SO, 1631) then of London, desiring he would 
buy for him such antient Greek doins, and suds* 
manuseripts, either in Greek or the Orientai laiv 
gUEges, as in his judgment may best befit an uni» 
versity library. From wheoee it appiears, that 
tl^e exeellent man {as Lord Clarendon deservedly 
sliles hkm) had then designed those nobie benefao* 
tions, which he afterwards bestowed oto the.Bodi 
leiaa librai^ at Otford. Whether the Arfdbiq 
Persian^ Hedbrew, Annenian, Etfaiopio, and otbeA 
inaaiiscripts ^ven by him to that university in tha 
years 1S3S and 1 636, were any of tfaetp (procured 
by Mr. Pocodc, I am not able eertainly to say. 
I find a, letter of that prelate's, then made Arcl^ 
bish<^ of Canterbury^ dated May ei, 1634, to 

Mr. 
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Mr^Ibcock, m which he thanks him for Giteek. 
CCHas. ;but meotioDs no books. Nay, he inti* 
DiAtffi^ tbdt 00 such ha<ji been procured, by ex« 
ffttas^ at the tame time, his doubtt that the 
French and Venetians had mised the price of 
xnatQScripts more than, that of coins. The arch« 
bisbop however continues to request of Mr. Po- 
llock, ^' that be would send him word when ther^ 
*^ was hopes of getting, any good ones at a toler-* 
^f able rate." To which be adds, '' I hope yom- 
*^ will, before your return, make yourself able tQ^ 
^ teach the Arabic language." . From which we 
aay assuredly gather, that his grace had then eiH- 
Isrtasned thoughts of founding an Arabic lecture 
at Oxford, and was resolved in the choice of 1m 
frat lecturer. 

The execution of this project, about two years 
.^r, furnished Mr. Pocock with an honourable 
occasion of returning home and leaving Aleppo^ 
ifter a stay of five or six years jn that place, with 
vhich ht Was never heartily pleased. The arcbr 
MshOp, notwithstanding the calumnies of his ene? 
Dies, had his mind always full of the noblest 
iesigns, and never thought any thing too troubles 
some or too costly, that might be for the service 
of religion, the benefit of the poor, or the ad-* 
vancement of learning. Amongst his other carea 
for the university of Oxford, he had often reflected 
on a considerable defect there relatuag to the stud^ 

of 
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«f 1^ l^ipn^'' khguages. King Heory VIII. te 
;the fivn tectilre9 he instituted^ too|B care both for 
Greek and Hebrew. But Arabic, a learned and 
useful language, tms still unprovided for. and for 
carrying on the study of tUs, Archbishop Ladd 
re^olv*^ to establish a lecture^ and to encoura^ 
it %Tith a coni^ideiable stipaid. With tiis desigki 
he acquaints Mr; Pocock aft. Aleppo,, tdliog fain^ 
In the Idtter he sent to him for ^this por{ose, that 
he could do him no greater honour thai to name 
.himtoihe university for his first profbaor; laod 
ordering him, at the same tipie, to ^jiasfeB his n* 
. turn tiiat be might undertake the employnent 

On 5uch encouragement as this, thire is n9 
doubt but that he chearfuUy prepared 6r his de- 
. patture. But that which was matter of joy to 
^ hifld was not a little grievous to his fiiends in that 
place* A kind and obliging carriage^ aid a vir^ 
tuous life ; a faithful discharge of his duty as a 
minister, and a wonderful diligence in several ex* 
traordinary designs, could not but obtain from all 
the English there, at least frOkn them that bad any 
sense of what was praise-worthy, a great respect 
and deference. And the approaching loss of the 
advantages they reaped from his pastoral care, and 
of the conifort and satisfaction they had in hit 
company, must needs be to them a very sensibly 
affliction. Of this we may speak the more assm> 
edly, from the character given of Mr. Pocock, in 

K letter 
6 
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ffmrcvess^ .h^ Mr: WAbdos^Mrc^ thds; w^(&}|; 

/' neoabled ^ntadtf )gary!iQbdi m Ibe AcabloftgM* 

r^^^-f^-^rfattre: no.ootfaer comfiaEit (but in himffir 

^.•itqcnttise. ^Qii iftdeod fai& ndtuesiis so Ti^idt 

.'^Maqd^aiiiidble^ iMemucfa tojj^ifor the ^bom- 

.>f jmaBdi9iu;laid iiponjDe^tojreow " 

' .>j£inmdteiMdfadmetansJdie^ witfi .WK»h 

ke was feBcqiuainted) iirere so dbarmed *;iv!ith his 

sbioiiig vietue, hb amaziog ''industry^ aod most 

cngHteaMcQivversationy thsd; tbcywere eKtrnmely 

QiiwUliB{ itQf ;p8Ct with faim. Porticulatly his 

jifaeich) •r.ikiasler for Arabic, 'WBi^ so fond of biiQ, 

iJlbttivliea'Jie aa whim resolved to be gone, he not 

. oaly dfbredbisiSSDvice, but eixpressed alsaa imy 

.eavneait desire to acceoipany bim to iBnglaad. 

ifc(dr.did tfadsMaiioaielan doctor ever forget his 

^exfidkntsdiokiry etven to the last monieot of his 

/life. iEsr in the year t670 Mr/'Huntiqgton, in 

ins^frstlett^ to Mn Pocock from Aleppo^ writes 

)4hus : ^* 'Your old sheich" (who died several years 

iflince)'^' was>always Biindful of you, and expressed - 

^ ypur iiaBie Mith his last breath. He m^s siHl 

;^{4ettiiglhe good o(mciion he had of yoa, * ih&t 

"^ vjoa .wore -a right honest mrni ; and that he4id 

" Mt^Aaabt bvt to toeet you in paradise, «in^r 

2 "the 



*' Afe blii»er!«C^8!BrJ*Bii^'V .^ the; poor 4)e»- 
miseiAtoei]) il^^bw^. tbed^aqo^ p^sw with «}!»- 
-met, befcfreTiiif^jf on^ td^ulHlM) expressed his 

,vB4b Sie.iUKK 'iwitb>i9 t|ie;4pwtle4 be rftfterviurds 
sseAfcfte km; («tfiQg him, . tlm ^k tlovi^ for hin, 
«irai^ it feitibodM^ weoM -fiU . a ^thouftand riyem ; 
llhtttxtiioMb abatot^vote his^eiw he^'^bouIdbe^Al 
<|flmciitiii faistbeaot, fcdrnwhsichiiO^distaQGe sfai^ukl 
itekncAre him; iaad m^ishlDg and/iw^ii^ the|iea»e 
'Hrif iQod !^^i »«Slh -him asilmgas the refist wind 
f'blS)^;^ > Anditbat the rteder nuv^ Jbe direited iwith 
^Willie JWther eaDpnes9tte9 of^tim^cpef ffon'a esbeam 
^ttfid ioV€^; JWd atm^be^aaljbfied^ tbaij^n IR^CQcb's 
{^eaiAl098^ fdrttbe promolion loC-i^ariiingy by pro- 

"tti'Ms mmi^'O^Qi^f I 'wiUbei:^b(^ aubjomoMe 
'ivtiole4iBtt^^ 4Mtng ^therfirst tiiat Afonitid sQiift »to 
Itf r. ^I^dd^, riiter The left /Afepppi as it { was 
'tetofiiteted icmt of Jtbewlgkial j^v^bici^by bi$ ekiest 
'Md vei^^teavaed son, « Mr.i£d^uir«itl-tF(Kpqk, latd 
^t^Ctor iof lUiideabaU; >ja <Wilt0bife. . 

Tothc^p^Hnec of that eminent scholar ^ PocQck 

the honoured. 

« 'Yery fair ai:^ the<^raaaient9 of p^er en* 
'^'|iohed uritbithetefobnoid^ry of wprds ; and very 
<' beantifiil is thdt ^wbieh the point rof 4be pen 
*^ d«aws^&Tthfron)'die.fiQindfi«>f souls.: let.peace 

** spread 



^ 'spt*ead its swe^t smdl lik^ttmW^ Mi SspMy 
~*^ its savour like jessatnliQe toward t^etrw^ df that 
^* country, whither he goes. Let God giTe.%uo-' 
** cess to what he delights in 9iik& de^re^ B)»»de9 
*' tbis, there came to" us a much 4[kdr^ letter, 
•* fairly written after the l^e^t^^lamakief;^ aft^^^ 
•* wererevivedtatitt coining, alnd satisfied at its 
^ sweet aspect, beyond the springs and sttielL '4f 
** flowers ; and we know the matter it cbntatnedr 
** and what ansivers you desired indt And if 
' ^ you enquire concerning liS; God be* praised me 
'*^ are well and safe, and . we trust in God^ .jtOa 
*^ are in like manner : only, since you Jeft us^ .l«e 
^^^ have been as thoii^ our own brother.bad kft 
*' us, or the spirit w^h is in the .h^art^.: Ap4 
" therefore, we had sincene joy when welj^acd 
^ the news of your health, and of your ainiyal 
*^ in your country ; and we prfiiae Gt)d^ who 
^' brought you to youil people in. health. and.safe- 
'* ty ; for his mercy is pleotifuU We also give 
^* you to understand, that we have taken to wHfe^ 
^ a Camel woman, riding on a c&Hiel,, that the 
^' may look after our affairs. ' We have also got- 
^' ten Echwans Sepha, which you saw formerly, 
/' fairly drawn for sixty garshes ; and we had not 
^' gotten it for that price, unless Hieronymo had 
*^ gotten it for us ; for how we could buy ^ that 
^ which I saw the day that I went from Aleppo 
*' you know. And, as for the history of AK 

** Jannabi, 



f' Jannabi the Kadi^ of which I saw some pieces, 
5' you told oie that we should tarry till the tn/x* 
^* scribing it was finbhed, and when it was fiaislied 
^^ we should buy it| if the most high God please. 
*^ The commentary on Gubstan is also finished, 
^^ which we will send you ; and, if it please God^ 
V we will do our endeavour to send you thQ hifl^ 
*' tory of £bn Chalecan ; and any book that we 
^^ shall see, which is convenient for you, we shall 
^ send to you« And you must needs send us an 
^' answer to these letters, and some little token of 
^^ what your country affords. Send us also a printed 
^' geography ; ssid whatsoever business you shall 
'^ have in these parts, send and let me kiK>w, that 
'^ I may enjoy the performance oi it. 

'* The poor DzvLVi^is^ Ahmsp." 



SECTION 11. 



Mr. PooocJK having settled his affairs a^ 
iMeppo, in order to his return, soon had the op- 
portunity of a ship to carry him home. During 
the former part of his voyage he enjoyed the com- 
fMiny of a person, who, though he told sad stories, 
was of a very entertaining conversation. He wa^ 
«n old dcttninican friar, dispatched out of the east 
to Rome, with a lameAtable account of the state 

vou I. ' D of 
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of Christianity in India and China. And as^ he 
direrted Mr, Pocock with several relations' of the 
learning and customs of those remote countries; 
ho he made no scruple to acquaint bim with the^ 
secrets of his message ; which was to complain of 
tlie Jesuits^ and give a particular account of thd 
abominations they were guilty of. Those wretched 
apostles, who had boasted so much of vast num- 
bers of proselytes, converted people indeed, but 
not to tbe faith of Christ : to acknowledge the 
pope's supremacy, and bear a great deal of re- 
spect to their order, were some of the chief duties 
they recommended to those they preached to; 
and provided they would be hearty in such as 
these, any thing else, which ibey were food of, 
was ea»ily dispaised with. They might, on such 
terms, have as much zeal as they pleased for Coa- 
fucius> or retain any of their former impieties : 
they might be still Pagans and Idolaters, and yet 
very good Catholics/ What success this honest 
old friar met with when he came to Rome, I know 
not ; but too manif^t it is, that these missioxifiries 
tiave still proceeded in the same method; their 
practices of this ktnd having been not very long 
since, under the examination of the Inquisition. 

The friar being set on shore in Italy^ the ship 
continued her voyage, and came safe iato Eng- 
land; and Mr. Pocock having taken care for th« 
landing and conveyance of the lesurned ware hit 

: brought 
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brought with him, made what haste he eould to 
Oxford ; where he was received with due respect 
and esteem from all ; but by his old friends, with 
all the expressions of a very tender affection ; 
principally, by Mr. Thomas Greaves, aforemen« 
tioned ; the eldest, Mr. John Greaves, being then 
still in Italy. 

After what was due to the kindness of his 
friends in Oxford, Mr. Pocock's next business 
was, to make preparation for his degree of ba- 
chelor in divinity, which he was now persuaded 
to take. The questions, on which he answered^ 
in his exercises on that occasion, were these two : 
Whether pilgrimages to places, called holy, un- 
dertaken on the account of reli^on, are to be 
approved ? And, Whether there be any such thing 
as purgatory ? And, as he defended the negative 
of both these, so in his explanation of them, he 
confirmed the Protestant doctrine, about these 
matters, in opposition to the opinions of Rome^ 
with all imaginable strength and clearness; not 
contenting himself with what is to be met with ia 
modem tracts, but searching out the sense of the 
primitive church, from the writings of the fathers ; 
particularly, on the first question, to expose the 
vanity of those pilgrimages, which the council of 
Trent bath declared to be very pious, and are 
esteemed, as of considerable merit, in Popish 
countries. He made great use of that oration, 

p j^ * or 
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6r ta^i^t tpis&e^ of Gregory Nyssen, concernii^ 
fhem that travel to JerusaleiDy published by 
ilgetf in Greek and Latin, by Peter du Moulin ; 
dettitiig the arguments of that excellent father ^ 
their best lights after he bad first noted the uch 
reasonable scruples and the impotent rage of 
some Popish writers, on occasion of that epistle^ 
toore especially of Gretser, the Jesroit« 

The Latin Sermon he preached, I supprae^ 
was on those words of the Proj^et MaUchi^ 
chap, ii ver. 7. ^ The priests lips shoirld keep 
^* knowledge, arnJ they should seek the law at 
'^ his moat^i ; for he is the messenger of the Lord 
^ of Hosts.*' This however is certain, that a 
learned discourse on that text, written by his 
own hand, was found amongst his papers* But 
on whatsoever subject it was, he had, as he would 
sometimes in discourse occasionally remember, 
an extraordinary auditory, when he preached it. 
For, besides the usual members of the university, 
Aere were then present, Dr^ John Bancroft, 
Bishop of Oxford; Sir John Coke, one of the 
principal Secretaries of State ; Sir Henry Marten, 
Judge of the Admiralty and of the Prerogative 
Court r Sir Edward Dttleton, Solicitor General ; 
and Dr. Thomas Rives, the King's Advocate; 
bising at that time his Majesty's Commissioners 
at Oxford, on a very solemn occasion*. It wds 

\.^ Hist, et Antiq. Uiiiver?. Oxon. 1. i. p, S42. 

the 
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tiie confirmation of the new body of statutes for 
that. University, whieh by the care and vvisdom 
of the Chancellor of '% had been collected out of 
a vast number, that bad continued a confused 
heap for many ages. A work which proved too 
^fficult for those two great Cardinals, Woolsey 
and Pool : who both attempted it in vain ^, and 
^bich only that excellent conduct, and those tin- 
wearied endeavours, which were peculiar to Arch- 
bishop Laud, were able to get accomplished. 

The necessary exercises being thus finished, he 
was admitted to the degree of Baphelor of Divi- 
liity, July 8, 1636. And soon after that, the ho- 
nour, which kis great patron had designed for 
himy was actually conferred on him. For on the 
eighth day of the next month, 2>r, Baylie, Pre- 
sident of St John Baptist'^ College, and Vicii-" 
4:bancellor of the Uuiversity, declared in a convo- 
cation, held for this purpose, that;, whereas their 
much honoured Chancellor, the Archbishop, had 
lately given to the public library a 'Considemble 
mmiber of Arabic books ; he wjis now to acquaint 
Ihem, with an addiiien to that :bouoty. For, that 
those treasures fitiight not coiytinue iockt up, and 
id useless, bis Grace bad been pleased to settle 
4Ql« per «nnum, during his life, od a p^son, who 

r 

, * )IUt. ^ tbe Trpubkfi and Trial ef Arohkpt I«iiv^ p. 

304. 
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shopld read a lecture in that tongue. Aod the 
mao, whom he nominated for the approbation of 
that house, was, he told them, Mr. Pocock, of 
Corpus-Cbristi, lately returned out of the east- 
em parts, who was, as he assured them, and they 
very well knew, eminent for bis probity, his learn^ 
ing, and skill in languages. 

So kind a message was received by the Univer- 
sity, with much joy, and a very grateful acknow- 
ledgment. And the lecturer, thus appointed, to 
express a just diligence, opened h|s lecture two 
days after, viz* Aug. 10, with an excellent Latin 
speech ; wherein, as be took car<? to pay those 
respects which were due to the founder, so he 
gave a learned account-of the nature and useful- 
ness of the tongue be was to explain : a small 
part of which speech, declaring the .mighty esteem 
the Arabians anciently had for poets and poetry, 
was afterward printed *. After this introduction^ 
the book, which he first undertook to read on, 
ivas the Proverbs of All, the fourth Emperor of 
the Saracens, and the cousin german and son-in- 
law of Mahomet : a man of such account with 
that impostor, not only for bis valour, but know- 
ledge too, that he was wont to declare, that if all 
the learning of the Arabians were destroyed, .it 

* A6 ilnem Notiirum in Cftrm^ Tograi, B<iit, Oxpiu 
A. D, 1661. 
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might be found again in AH, as in a living library. 
Upon this book, observing the directions of the 
Archbishop, in the statutes he had provided, he 
spent an hour every Wednesday in vacation^time, 
and also in Lent, explaining the sense of the au« 
thor, and the things relating to the grammar and 
propriety of the language ; and also shewing the 
agreement it hath with the Hebrew and Syriac, 
as often as there was occasion. The lecture be- 
ing ended, he usually tarried for some in the pub« 
lie school, to resolve the questions of his bearers^ 
and satisfy them in their doubts ; and always, that 
afternoon, gave admittance in his chamber, from 
one o'clocic till four, to all that would come to 
him for further conference and direction. 

Whilst Mr» Pocock was employed in this man* 
ner, his dear friend, Mr. John Greaves, towards., 
the end of the year 1636, returned home from 
Italy, where he had been, probably on Archbishop 
Laud's account, for two years. Immediately after 
his arrival, he writes to Mr. Pocock; acquainting 
him, that it had been his fortune to meet with 
Mr. Petty, in Italy, who proffered him, in my 
Lord of Arunders name, 200L per annum, and 
such fortunes as that lord could heap upon him, 
if he would stay with him, and go into Greece. 
In answer to which, Mr. Greaves declared his 
purpose of returning first into England, to see 
Mr. Pocock, after so long an absence; adding, 

that 
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that if he returned back, he should rather thkifc 
of going into Egypt, where few had been^ and 
where, besides searching after books and anti* 
quities, he should make astronomical observa- 
tions. Mr. Petty very much approved this reso- 
lution, and assured Mr. Greaves, that if he would* 
undertake that journey as under his lord's send- 
ing, he should have, besides what was above* 
mentioned, those preferments settled upon bioir 
which he iiimself then possessed. But getting no 
{ifasolute promise of compliance, and perceiving 
that Mr. Greaves stood in some relatkm to Arch* 
bishop Laud, Mr. Petty, advised -him, for his bet* 
ter security) tliat since he would not cast himsdf 
upoa his lord, he should, by the Archbishop's 
iiieaDs, go consul to Aleppo, and procare leave 
of the Grand Seigaor to have a consular power at 
Alexandrk^ as^ often as he should go thither. To 
this Mr. Greaves could give no positive anawef, 
tin he had spoken of it to Mr. Pocoek, who couM 
best inform him, whether he was fit for the place, 
W the place for him. And of both these be would 
plainly deliver his opinion. 

It is very probable, that Mr. Poeock, at thjs 
instant wished for an opportunity of travelling 
once mare into tho east, to perfect himself in a 
ianguage the most copious and difficult in the 
world. And besides attaining to greater sfcMl in 
the Ambie tongue, he had other reasons for de- 

2 siring 
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sirkig raeh a voyage. Hq had lately engaged in 
tfae translation of an historical work, which he 
inteiiided to dedicate to the Archbisiitip, as a last* 
log moaumeot of his gratitude ; and this^ he be- 
lieved, could not be performed by him any where, 
with so moeb ease and exactness, as there, where, 
upon every difficulty, he mi^t have recourse to 
thoee whom he thou^t most likely to give the 
truest accounts of the matters of fact, and also 
best understood the language they were written 
ia. Moreover, he could not be of opinion, that 
(lie Oriental books he had already purchased, 
wero a sufficient provision for bis studies ; and 
hoped, tiiatnpon his return to the east, he should 
%e able to procure many useful treatises he still 
Wafiited, amd which were not yet heard of in 

The Tcc&ipt of Mr. Greaves*s letter, happily 
i^eaed to 4ifm a prospect of accomplishing these 
'desires r smd there is little doubt to be made, but 
that, upon sight of it, he soon approved the pro- 
ject of the eonsuli^hrip, and in his answer signified 
how glad he should be, if, when he communicated 
bn own affair tolhe Archbishop, he could procure 
Ms Grace's consent and encouragement, for him to 
make another voyage to the Levant, for the ends 
abovementibned. For in Mr. Greaves's next let- 
ter, dated Decefifiber 23, of the same year, which 

was 
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was soon after, in answer to one of Mr. t^ocockV^ 
be is desired to send him up Ulug Beg's astrono-* 
mical tables ; " of which/' says l^e, " I propose 
" to make . this use. The next week I will shew 
'^ them my Lord's grace, and highly con^mend 
'' your care in procuring of those tables, being 
'^ the most accurate that ever were extant. Then 
'^ will I discover my intention of having them 
^^ printed; and dedicated to hi^ .Grace. But be* 
.^' cause I presume, that there are many things 
^^ which in these parts cannot perfectly be under- 
*' stood, I shall therefore acquaint my Lord with 
*^ my desires of taking a journey into those coun- 
*^ tries, for the more emendate edition of them ; 
*' afterwards, by degrees, fall down upon the bu- 
'' siness of the consulship, and bow honourable 
^' a thing it would be, if you were sent out a se- 
^ cond time, as Golius, in the Low-countries, 
^^ was, by the States, after he had been once there 
'^ before. If my Lord shall be pleased tp resent^ 
*' and compass the business, I shall like it well; 
^^ if not, I shall procure 3001. for you and myself^ 
^' besides getting a dispensation for the allowances 
'^ of our places in our absence ; and, hy God'a 
^* blessing, in three years dispatch the whole 
^' journey. It shall go hard too, hut I will get 
" some citizen in, as a. benefactor to the desigq, 
^' If not, 3001. of ipifie, wherepf I give you the 

"hjOf 
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** helf, together with the return of our stipendi, 

w illy in a plentiful manner, if I be not deceived, 

in Turkey, maintain us." 

The success of Mr. Greaves's application to 
the Archbishop, we know no otherwise, than by 
the event Mr. Greaves did not go consul to 
Aleppo, nor indeed did he at all visit that place^ 
but went directly from Constantinople to Alex- 
andria, or Grand Cairo. From whence we may 
conclude, that hb Grace did not come into that 
proposal, but provided for Mr. Greaves's secure 
travelling into Egypt some other way, and que%r 
tionless contributed generously to tlie exp^nce 
thereof. As to Mr. Pocock, the Archbishop not 
only approved of his desire to visit the east once 
more, but also encouraged it, by allowing him the 
profits of his lecture, during hvk stay in the 
Levant. 

This, and the like revenue, from his fellowship 
in Corpus-Christi, together with an estate of some 
value, which was lately fallen to him on the death 
of his father, enabled Mr. Pocock to prosecute 
this design, without accepting the offer of his ge- 
nerous and affectionate friend, Mr. Greaves* 
And accordingly, th^y both embarked together 
about the beginning of July, A.D. 1637. fiefpr^ 
Mr. Pocock left Oxford, he entered the following 
|3[)emorai|dum. in a spare leaf of his 2iix xrhiltads pf 
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Arabic proyerbs, where it is yet extant ia the 
Bodleian library. 

In nomine 5. S. et individua TtinitatiSf ad Lam 
in onmem ^termtatem v Amm z 

If it please God that I return ocM, otherwiw 
to dispose of this translation of proverbs, I de- 
sire that it may be put in the archives of Corpift- 
Ohiisti College library ; titiem^ though very rude 
.. and imperfect, to be kept for some help of those 
that study the Arabic language ; hoping that Mr. 
Thomas' Greaves, or some other, may at some 
time perfect this work for an edition. 

Aprfl 10, l€37. Per me £dv. Pococc 

Mr. Thomas Greaves having, witli the Arch- 
Imbop's consent, undertaken the care of the Ara- 
bic lecture^ till Mr. Pocock's return; Mr. Joho 
Greaves landed at Legbom, and went thence to 
Rome, to dispatch some employments, which, as 
he wrote to Mr. Pocods: the year before, wsuld 
make it necessary for him to return iirto Italy : 
hut Mr. Pocock continued in tiie prisojn of his 
trtiip ; for 80 he both considered and called it, till 
be came to Constantinople ; whither Mr. Greaves 
Mon after followed him ; one of hb Iditers to 
the archbishop being dated, Deoember SS, of the 
same year, from Galata, near Coastandbople. 
Mr. Pocock, on bis anival, was kindly recdived 

by 
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by all ibe English, and espedaUy liy the ambuM^ 
dor, Sir Peter Wicfa, to whose fiivoiir and pnMse^ 
tion he was particulariy recommended by tha 
Archbishop. That very worthy person not ocdy 
entertained him at bis bouse, but also allowed bim 
Aere ail the liberties he could desire, both for him* 
sdf and his friends ; and doubtless was not waiit^ 
kig to afibrd any assistance he could ^ve bim ia 
his learned designs. Of which obliging temper 
also towards bim, was Sir Sackvil Crow^ who, in 
a short time, succeeded the other, as ambassador 
at that court 

Mn Pocock being settled at Constantinople, or 
rather near it, at Pera, or Galata, on the otlnr 
side of the water, where the £n^bh, and otitnac 
merchants usually resided, made it his first bnsi- 
tiess to enquire out, and to obtain the converse 
tion of some learned Turk, that might assist him 
in acquiring botib books and languages. Bat 
such a one was, it seems, a rarity, which -even the 
Bietropolis Of the Turkish empire would not pra- 
sently afford him. For in a letter written tiiefe, 
some months after his arrival, he complained, 
that he could yet see no likelihood of any suoh 
person, of whom he might make use. -^ 

But here he had a happiness, which he formerly 
sought for in vain at Aleppo, which was the so- 
ciety of several Jews, who were both learned aiid 
civil. For it is manifest, from an account of His 

expences, 



/, 



40 tHE Ll*ft Of > 

expences, wliicb he then kept, that soine of those 
people did him considerable services, in buying 
uttd transcribing books, for which he very well 
paid them* And that which he then highly va-. 
lued, and which he would afterwards frequently 
remember with great satisfaction, was, an inti* 
mate acquaintance be there had with Jacobo Ro* 
mano, the author of an Auctuarium to Buxtorf ^s 
Bibliotheca Rabbinica, and one of the most learned 
Jews of his time *. As this was a candid and 
Tery judicious person, so he would' make use of a 
great deal of freedom in his conversation. He 
had carefully read over several Chrbtian books, 
as well of Popish, as Protestant authors ; par- 
ticularly aniong those of the latter^ Calvin's Inr 
stitutions; and he would often declare to Mr^ Po- 
cock, the great difference he observed amongst 
them. Which was, * that the reformed were of 
a religion, wbibh was very  consistent^ ; and held 
such doctrines, as agreed with the principles. they 
owned, namely the writings of the New Testar 
xnent : whereas the Papists, in many instances^ 
were at war with themselves, and pretended to 
observe a rule, which they would yet very fre- 
quently thwart and contradict. 

* Judaeorum, quos mihi nosse contigit,. nemini, xel doc- 
trind vel ingenuitate secundum* Poc. ^oU &Iiscell. ad poj- 
Um Mosis,,p. 90, 
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Amongst the Grecian Christians at Constanti- 
nbple, those miserable remains of a once famoo^ 
and most flourishing Church, that have long 
groaned under an insupportable tyranny, there 
were several persons, with whom he was ac-* 
quainted^ and that were useful to him in bis de-> 
signs. Upon which account they will deserve to 
lye here mentioned. And the precedence is most 
justly due to that great man, Cyrilius Lucari, 
Patriarch of that See, who, to use Mr. Pocock's 
own words concerning him, was a most reverendi 
grave, and learned person. He was of a genius 
much above. the slavish condition of bis country^ 
and laboured, with a mighty courage and industry, 
to promote tiie common cause of Christianity, 
ttnd the particular advantages of the Church un* 
der his care, notwithstanding all the malice an4 
barbarity that oppressed him. 

For such purposes as these, amongst the other 
great things he did, he had collected a very exceV^ 
][ent library, furnishing it with all the choice ma- 
nuscripts, which those parts afforded, especially 
in the Qreek language. And indeed, a specimen 
of the treasures of this kind, in his possession, he 
had given the world in that book of inestimable 
value, brought with him from Alexandria, of which 
be had been formerly patriarch, and sent as a pre- 
sent to his majesty of England, King Charles !• 
viz. the Septuagint's Translation of the Old Tes- 
tament^ 



4a ~ tut xjitz oif 

tamen^ aod the Greek Text of the New, Mnkka, 
as be believed, by tbe band of Thecla, a ooblo 
Egyptian woman, near fourteen hundred years 
ago ; at the end of which manuscript is also tho 
admirable Epistle of St Clemens Romanus to tbi 
Corinthians, as cdd as some parts of the New 
Testament itself, and antiently read in churdiesi 
but in vain sought for by the learned men of 
Europe, for maay ages. Mr. Pocock, who could 
not but earnestly desire such a privilege^ doubt* 
less bad liie use of any books which thisvena^ 
rable person had the command of; the eM»eni 
and affection of that patriarch being very great 
for the reformed in general, and the people and 
Church of England in particular, of which, per^ 
baps, a short account wHl not be thought too great 
a dtgreasion. 

This great man had ttavelled, whep young, ia 
fet eral plaees of Europe, and understood, besides 
Xatin, sev^al modern languages *• And as be 
bad occasion particularly to enquire into the state 
edf religion in those countries, so he was abundantly 
convinced^ that the true difference between pro^ 
testancy and popery is, that the fust is Christia- 
nity purged from many corruptions, whereas the 
latter is Christianity loaded and polluted with 

• Tiie Narrationem de Vits, &c* Cyriili. AutcjiB Vijp 
Rev. P, Tho. Sinitb. 

them. 
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theiiiL ^' Tbk wafs itry itaanife^t to him from the 
writidgd cf (he fathers, and in a great tneasiirt 
too, from the present aeikse and bdiief o^ the 
Cbnirch wbereiit ht presided ; which be well kiie# 
to have been always' a perfect stranger to* aeveral 
of those opinioh^y Which the Church of Rome 
wouM'TfnpOse upoii' the World for CatboHcdoc-^ 
trin^; And tts he bad, upoo* these accounts^ m. 
^st Value' for tiie Refoi'matioa ; so the like i^flec^ 
tion^ ^rodlited ki hitn^ a peculiar regard for it, Bi 
H was eistatilbhdd in the Church of Engliamd. 
For' knbwitig the constitution of thid Church very 
well^ he could liot but discern^ tbat as it cast out 
all tiie errors ahd super8titi<kis of the Church of 
RoiAe ; sb tto inteniperate iseal, nor any necessity 
of affairs, caused it to throw out, together witb 
them, that apostolical government, abd UMse ntes^ 
whicb had been Of eon^iit Ae with the whole 
Churdl of Ohrfst^ iii^ all placte and time«/ Whto^ 
therefore, this great man fi At composed his CoiH 
fei&»ibn of the Faith and Doetrities df Ae Greek 
Churchy which hath been priWied more than opM 
hei^ iatbe isti^sl; be d^di^edltto King James h 
and d^hed to gdC it^ printed in England; end 
after^wrd, when be ventured upon that bold at^ 
tempt of ordeiltig Nicodemufr Metai^a t(^ set about 
printing it at CodstUbt&iople^itselil in the Greek 
press '\kr)iith he hbd brbu^t dnthenr from Lbndoo^ 
it had a d^dicatldh i^iefixefjt fi^ King Ghdi^lea I^i 
voj,. !• £ And 



so r-- Tfi? i-tFEW 

^nd tbe satisfaction that patriarch bad^ in owning 
fomipunion with the £nglish| as a sound and 
excellent part of the Catholic Church, he some- 
times expressed by his presence at the worship of 
pod in the ambassador's chapel, according to 
pur established Liturgy^ Particulai*ly^ as. Mr*. 
PocQck would often remember, upon an e^xtraor- 
j|inary occasiop, when he was present, which was,* 
the baptising a son of the Ambassador, bom at 
CpnstanUnople. At which time, the most reye* 
rend Cyril was not only of the congregation, and 
joined in the seryice with much devotion^ but also 
midertakiQg to be a godfather, gave his own name 
tp the child, who was afterward tbe HonoMrable 
$ir Cyril WIcb, one of the trustees appointed by 
parliament, some years ago^ for the forfeited, 
^states in Ireland. 

^ But of. how mueb comfort, and use soever the 
fayouT of this most reverend and learned man 
was to Mr. Pocock; alasl he enjoyed it not 
loj;ig. For before he had been a full year at Conn 
^^Qtinople, tbe good old patriarch, being caugbt 
Ul thesbares his enemies had laid for him, was 
tlttoried, to what the world ccdls a miserable end, 
but indeed to a crown of miMrtyrdom. Of tbe ocr. 
ntsion and circumstances of his murder, Mr. Po» 
fpck sent a large account to Archbishop lAud,, 
sopn after it. was acted; keepioc' l-oacopy of 
vhat bQ ?yrote^: ;fo;r his own remembrwce. ^t, 
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fis the former, I believe, didnotesfcape theiuiy 
^f Mr. Prynne> when he scattered and destroyed 
that archbishop's papers ; so the latter, as Mr. 
Pocock would often complain, was casually losL 
What I shall therefore here add, of this great 
man's death, is chiefly taken from a letter of Mn 
Pocock's, written to Mr. Thomas Greaves, in the 
^ear 1659, to satisfy the desire of Dr. MortoDi 
Lord Bishop of Durham, then ninety-six years 
old, and residing in the house of Sir Henry Yel- 
verton, and which agrees with the larger account 
which the Rev. Dr. Smith published many years 
after, from Dr. Pocock's own mouth, in his Latin 
narrative of the life and actions of that great patri- 
arch. 

His boldly asserting the doctrines of true and 
genuine Christianity, in opposition to the corrupr 
tions of Rom^ exposed him to the rage of those 
busy factors for that church, the Jesuits. Several 
of which order, at Constantinople, under the pro- 
tection of the French ambassador, continually per* 
secuted him almost twenty years ; for near so long 
it was from his first coming to that throne, to the 
time of his martyrdom. They had, more than once^ 
by their interest in the ministers of state, gotten 
him deposed; they had also caused him to l^ 
banished ; and to obtain their wicked purposes, 
they suggested such things against him, as any 
that pretend to the name of Christ, one would 
. £ 2 think, 
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vthihki fclm^ be uttd% asfeainedof : represetitiiig 
the iirgotijeols be made me of, for th$ divinity of 
our Blessed lord, <^ainst Jews mid infidels, as 
• blasphemy againet Mahpmet; and the Greek press, 
which he had provided to print Catechisms, md 
.other iisefdl. books, for the iodtruction of the Chris- 
tiansi uader his care, as a seditious design against 
the govermnent ; but by the zeal and diiigcnde of 
the English ambassadors, first Sir Thomas Rowe, 
and a^rwardSir Peter Wich, together with the 
BiSsiBtance of tlie Dutch resident, who heartily 
espoused his- cause, he not only disappointed the 
"wieked dcBigns of those: men, but obtained such an 
ttiterest in the Prime Vizier, as seemed' a sufficient 
fence against all future trouble. However, a 
jesnitiical malice, though baffled, is not endied, and 
a hellish contrivance at length prevailed. A bar^ 
gain is struck up with a great Basha, to take tbe 
opportunity of the Vixia^'s absence, and fill the 
ears of the Grand Seignior, Sultan Morad, then on 
the borders of Persia, in order to the siege of Bag- 
dad^ with the great danger that his empire was in, 
from the patriarch Cyril, a popular man of a vast 
interest, and that kept, as this informer pretended 
to be well assured, a close correspondence with 
Christian princes. This succeeded' accoYxlidg to 
their hopes', and a written order was immediately 
dispatched for the taking away his life ; whii:fa Was 
presently executed, with a barbarity natural' to 

such 
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8is«h iAfitrtttneots. A crmr^ of Jmian^^mimg^, 
hitn iti Uib palace^ carried htm M sea, as it ^m^m^ 
for ^iH)thei; banishment ; . vfbwe^ in a boU^ aihidMrv 
the most 4eTQut prayers to Almighty Ood^ wtlieir ' 
on hm kneesi nvith ipucb fervor and cMMatM^y^ 
he poured Out, they reviled, buffieledy immI libtti 
strangled him ; and having taken oft* bis clothto^ * 
cast bm naked, into the water. His b6dy, being ' 
driven to the shore^ was tbene secored^itill it^mf^dT 
faSs friends took jcare to bury it. Bot ^ei ^rage of 
his enemies would not affi^td, it; snch\a rtsCio^ 
place. They oiaised it to be diggbd -iip add tctst 
again into ihe.sea^ . Howeverv a faeeMd'linui'tit' 
wA^Jsicdaup, by d)e/ faumadity of some fsberincm^ ' 
^odufi ibe Qhdtrge of hss friends^ buriiB4m>ii QiMt 
ebaJieV on a little ialaiul ; whence «tetward, Ttd' 
satisfy the people, when the'fa^.of.:tbihgB was' 
over» it wait brought to ponstanitindp^ dod tiMrd 
dfjcotf tly interred. ' . . 

As Uiis venerftble man was. tiras tmirdercKi on 
die! water; so a tittle time after^ tbere wjM too- 
much reason to coticlade^ that the oboice asanu^ 
scripts of his library were swallowed up^by it 
Those precioup waives were & very* desirable pur* 
chase^ to any that understood the worth of them; 
apd^ it seems, the Dutch resident bad the good 
fortune to fii>d i6eans to obtain them. To make 
sure of whichi against the endeavours of a new 
patriarch) whgt be|^n to make a diligent enquiry 

after 



a&nBitem^h6:s€aiitbecn'«wayy. with some ot^r of ^ 
hi».g()ocis,'.by a ship then returning to Holland* 
A^tf "though that vessel arrived safely at the in- 
t9t|4e<^ haritour, the very next day, by the violcncfe 
of 9Xk, extraordinary storm, it sunk there, among 
29a|[>y Others, and the cargo with 'it* That those 
xnM)ir$cripts, by these meai^, were, irrecoverably 
lost, I find by one of Mr. Pocbck's Ifetters, was be- 
\hv^9A Can3tantinople. But whether the report 
aft^rwardbappodred true eor false, I have not had ' 
C|i|»rtunityil of: itiiqiiiring. I ^ shall conclude * the 
aRfiSQuirt.of vCycil with cbeirving, that Arclibishop 
I^ud was deeply concerned at the misfortuhea oi* > 
t|:ie'Ql4 paferiar^. Id his answer to Mr. Pocoek^- 
qp.lh^t boad;^ he writes thus : '* For his su^c^sor, 
%*1 hear mi^od yet; what it will please God tO' 
'f work byrhim t know not. ^ It may be, he .hath 
^^^iicm^i^ tb6 ^xxrk a way, in the de^th of Cyril, > 
" how to deal with hiifiself." In this, the Arcrh-^ 
btahOp 'Conjectured' happily enough. For in^ less 
tt^ H year's time, the new patriarch, who^ wicked 
ij:^ ngl^srhasfiened th^ death of his predecessor, was 
cWrg^d.by tbeG^peeks with extortion, and other 
wrpogs, done to their church and its privileges; 
and-^pon a hearing* before the Basha, he was con- 
victed ai^ impmoned, and the Greeks had leave 
to choose a new patriarch ; upon which they elected 
Parthenios, Archbishop of Adrianople. 
• The patriarch Cyril having bad a great esteem 

for 
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Tor Mr. l^ocock, it cannot be dpubted^ btft^ftdtflflX 
chaplains, and Other domestics, treated him wilK 
much respect, and did him all the good offices tbe^ 
were capable of. ' This* was particularly and ceri 
tainly true of Nathahael Canopius, his * Protosyii- 
bellus, a Cretan born, as was also the old patri-^ 
arch, and of equal good inclinations towards the' 
l^ligion established in the Church of England.*^ 
This person, being assured of commendatory let^ 
ters^ both from th^ English ambassador' and Mr; 
Pocock, had resolved to spend 'some time In Eng- 
land ; there to improVe himself In several kinds of 
.learning. And upon the death of Cyril, what be-^ 
fore v^as matter of choice to him, became also ne-' 
cessary, to avoid the same usage that he had met 
with. Taking, therefore, the first opportunity of 
a ship for his passage into England, be came txi 
London ; where Archbishop Laud received him 
with a great deal of kindness, sent him to Balio) 
College in Oxford "f, and there allowed him a com-* 
fortable maintenance. Some time after, he was 
removed from Baliol, and became one of the Petty- 
Canons of Christ Church ; and living there several 

 The SynccUi, both in the Latin and Greek Churcl^ea^. 
but principally in the latter, were ecclesiastics, that cohabited 
with bishops and patriarchs in the sbme cell ; from whence' 
they took their name. They were instituted as witnesses of 
the Bishop's good behaviour, aiid that they ntight profit by 
his holy example. Of these the chief was called -the Proto- 
i^(icellus« See Du Fresne. 

f Athen. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 657- 
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yiMSfJifiw l^r. P9fi<Kk pfone bfwk fr/?m hif . tit- 
yif^ bif ,q)^( w^h suitable c^^rp^ froqi hitn for 
thp JiMwpW b^ .Iwi fsNwH Ww at Constantino- 
ple. And tQ diffefi^ ako IjerQ a little farther with 
the flLffCQi^nt of thi^ gppd ao4 l^^rned man^ mor^ 
yfiiEffs woiiilfi he h^vp spi^nt Qp bis studies in Ox« 
fi)rd, l^d not 9uph a furious zeal as forced bini 
frpffi hpme dnyei^ him alsq from this Uniyersityr 
I( 1^94 ffPfV ipf^^^di that gf Jesuits and Mabonie- 
tBf^Py but pf ^ sgrt of people^ whom there lyill be 
tqt9'f)\ieh.Pf;c^sipn; hereafter to mention, called 
^^^^fMP^ef)t^riftn visitors. By these, in the be* 
^^ing ^f Nov. 1^48, being turned out of hi^ 
prf^fi^roaei^t afc Chrisf ^burch he went into.Hpl-r 
l^jit, ^h^ehe w^ reduced to ^ycb extremities, 
t^ l(ie fa^ forced; in a Lati^ address, to petition 
^ states for the necessary, ^xpenpe of his own 
P^^agei hpme, and the carriage of his. books f^ 
j^fter bjs return, \\^ was made Bishop of Smyrna^ 
i^qt vf hat' ftfterwards befel him> I know not 

pother person amongst the Greeks, who 
proved pf some use tp Mn Focock, was Georgio 
CerigOy a doctor pf physic, residing at Galata. 
Besides the skill he had in his profession, he was 
a man of considerable learning especially in as- 
trpnomy^ and other mathematical sciences. And 

• 6er. Tofldi Epistols^ Natk. 518. 
(i Cl«r. Viror. a^ Voss. Epbtobc, Num. 220. 

at 



i^.he^MjdW/CQipj^jiac^ ,o{ a. grant many imimii* 
wciptSf ^ lia Wf^l4 part fvub aevi^ral of tb^m lo 
H^« Poeai^l^ ibr b» owq usq, Midi that of km 

{fim^h *PpwfeUy to r?Q€ivte.in ^](^ng« foj; then 
sQtne w$9t?rn rai;itie8« This p^r^oa ha4 jalso a 
Ivpthar, MTiio fraa a. ad^oiar, an4 upw coocenia^ 
vith bfip IP t^e,9aw^ karned traffic* Tq mhom 
may b^ .a4dad, Saignior Pominiap and Cpi^ta^ 
tinas D9ca> wba are maotioned oo the Hka pcca- 

Witb. t^i3 a99istance, Mr. Pocock carried on 
]^ lluftin«s9 af procuriDg manuscripts with good 
auccesft, purdbaaiog a ooosidarable ftumber of 
sncb a& ^are vary useful ; but for tbe most part of 
iio small pricey fpr the dearoess of books then 
be dften complaloed of« Nattber were his aodea* 
yours of this kind confined to 'CoostaatiDopIe* 
For baving frequent opportunities of sending to 
Ak^ppQ, be often desired ^several of bis old friends 
there to be diligent in taking up such as tbatcoun* 
tr^ afforded. The chief of these were Mr. Wil- 
liam Cordearoy and Mr. Richard Hillj English 
merchants ; and indeed the service they did, not 
only to this learned man, but to learning itself^ 
well deserves that they should be^ remembered^ 
fspf^iaUy the first, who was also very useful in 
this way to some others *• By the dili^nce of 

f Vid. P»&t. in Eutych. OriginM Jo. Mdeai, p. 25. 

these. 



these,^ be got the Pef skh gosjpels, which prorccF 
Ixftei^wardd of- good use \a the edition of' tiie £ng^ 
lish Polyglott bible* T%ey waited a considerable 
fifaie before tit^y could buy these, fii^t from one,- 
failed -by tHem-Cogie Caudie^ and after his death 
from his son, wh'o'^oold not be induced to sell 
this book, till al: length his povferty forced hirti to^ 
It;-— Anil there -bi^iHg several bodks which he ha* 
d#iiiired,-iha;t M?ere ftot to he ^ottea there; they senlf 
a person as far as DamaiScus, on purpose to seek 
fteih tdT^liiihVc.l^lorebverv 4:bey rel^omme^'ed to 
him a%fia0^4?hHstii^n, called,' a^s they told' hioi, 
Jltt)del'ftfe8sialv a»^ dwelling at Mussoloe, wha 
lkaiita|c)agia)&Ui*ney.on some business ta ConstaiH 
fJhdJilcf,^'^^* a -person -very lit and willing to be 
ettypk^ed, Ofi hisr^tdrn, in buying books, which 
beiiig'ient to Aleppo, they promised to pay for; 
alid to ^ee conveyed Indeed, among the chrisi 
tiai^s of tbd^0 parts, tfiere were several with whom 
he^ had been" very .intimate, and who now, and 
upon all occasions, were ready to oblige him by 
any thing they were capable of: paticularly the 
patriarch of Antioch, and a brother he had, who 
Styled himself Thalge, the scribe. The patriarch 
had that regard for Mr. Pocock, that he under- 
took to procure for him as many of the books of 
EpbrsBm, in the original Syriac, as were to he had 
in that country, in order to their being transcribed. 
And his brother, who wrote a very fair character^, 

• Vid. Pococki Praefat. in Annales Eutychii, 

and 
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and was very dfligent in transcribing both S3rridc 
and Arabic books, engaged to furnish him witli 
true copies of all ttie parts that were to be found 
of that father's worksi Several of these were sent 
to him at Constantinople, by the care of Mr; 
Hill, which, I suppose, are now among his othet 
manuscripts, in the Bodleian library. The rest 
too would have been finished, and sent in a littltf 
time, had not that work been interrupted by ther 
death of the patriarch. It also appears, by % 
letter of this Thalge to Mr. Pocock, (wherein^ 
with much respect, he calls him his father, hi; 
much desired chief master, and honoured doctor)[ 
that he undertook to procure for him whateveir 
historical accounts were to be obtained th^re of 
Epbnem's life. Some few of these he inserted inr 
that epistle, but whether any more were sent after 
diat time, I know not Besides these persons 
that were thus serviceable to him, his Turkish and 
Arabian friends at Aleppo gave him all the assist* 
ance they could ; particularly his old sheich, or 
doctor, who procured, I find, about this time, a 
large parcel of books by bis direction. And in-* 
deed the kindness be still retained for him was so 
great, that he was even transported with joy on 
the news that his beloved scholar was again in the 
east ; and resolved immediately on a journey from 
Aleppo to the port on purpose to see him, which 

he 
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he perforiDed <u:cordiogly,. [ s<^e ;tiipe ,befQre Mr* 
Pocock left thai; place* 

i ifieaides the society of such letifli^d joira ajs Cpo^ 
sto&tioople itoelf afforded, Mr^ Pocock had Mo^Ch 
times that of 6pme who came from otbf^r fort^ 
Amongst these was ChristiaDua Raviu3» born iu^ 
or near  Francfort on the Oder, and brother to 
Joamies Ravius, a teacher of Arabic for aooie 
time at Utrecht. He having a design to go into 
Hbe east for. hie improvement in the l^eiguagea of 
those coismtries, and to <!oUect. books, Gennrd 
Vossius t; at his request, recommended him di« 
lte*t!y, in a tetter, to Mr. Pocock^ and desired. 
Archbishop Laiid to do th$ same^ ithich he did- 
actordingly. And bapf^ was^ k ior Ravins^ tbiit^ 
he brought to Constantinople this last recoramea4 
dation. For, as Mr. Pococfc iafotoed the Arbh- 
bishop, by letter, " He tome thither, vUhdai 
^ either clothes befitting him (of which he said be' 
** had been robbed in France} or money, or letters^ 
^* of credit, to any merchant. He bad tetters of 
^ recommendation from some of the states to Uie 
^ Dutch ambassador, who was depalrted be^re 



« 



This is Mr. Smith's account, which I knew not bow to 
feooncile with a letter of Kaviits's to Mr. Selden (among a 
^aluabU collection of that kind, now, or lately in the hands 
of the learned Dr. Mead) iu which be styles himself Chii»- 
lianDS Ravius Berlinas. 

t Clar. Vir. ad Ger. Voss. Epistolae, Nam. 2S8. 

<^ his 
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bis anitaf. Sir Sacfevil Crovr^ the English am- 
bassador, finding that he brought the Arcb- 
bisbc^V recominendatioD, generously took him 
into- his house and protection, and gave him a!l 
** due ftirtherance ; requiring of him that, if oc- 
** casion so present itself, England may enjoy the 
^ benefit of what time he shall here employ in 
the study of the eastern tongues." " His de- 
sire," Mr. Pbcock adds, ** seems to be to be 
employed in setting forth books in the Arabic 
language, and to be overseer of the press ia 
that kind) for which he would be very fitting." 
Ravius afterwards returned with a ^coliectioh oS 
four hundred manuscripts in several languages (a 
catalogue of which was printed at Ley den) and 
became, of some fame in the world for eastern 
learning. 

But of all the learned men that did, or could 
come to Constantinople^ no one was so welcome 
to Mr. Pocock as his dear friend, Mr. John 
Greaves, who having dispatched those affairs 
which obliged him to stop in Italy, as has been 
before mentioned, arrived at the port, probably 

^ Mr. Pocock, in a letter to Mr. Se)den (penet 0. D. 
Mead^ liti supra) ^speaking of tliis collection, says, ** It ii 
** mad^i not only ia TtiH^y^but more in London, of bboks» 
** gotten by the direction of others, by merchants who, by 
** reason of the disturbance of the timeSp knew not how to 
** dispose of them.'^ 

some 
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jome time in December, l637. Having bean 
recommended, as well as Mr. Pocock, to the 
English ambassador by the archbishop, be found 
there the same kind reception. And with the 
assistance, and under the protection of that ho- 
nourable person, he made those observations, 
and did those other things, which the learned wri«^ 
ter of his life * has promised to oblige the world 
with. But besides the enquiries he was concerned 
•in as an antiquary, a natural philosopher, and a 
mathematician, bis endeavours were niuch the 
'same with Mr. Pocock's, in the matter of Iblw- 
guages and manuscripts. The tongues which he 
now principally applied his mind to get perfection 
in, were Arabic and Persian ; and with what suc« 
(Cess bis immortal writings have sufficiently disco-^ 
vered ;% and he was unwearied in inarching after 
rare and curious books, so he spared no coat in 
the purchase of them. 

. We have observed before, that Mr. Greaves*» 
original design of travelling was to visit Egypt, as 
it is probable Mr. Pocock's was to reside at Con- 
stantinople. The latter was never fond of tra* 
veiling, and he had now a particular call to stay 
lyhere he was. . Sir Peter Wich's lady was gono 
for England, himself btending. speedily to follow 
her; and with her went his chaplain, ^ut Sir 






• Vita Jo. Gravii, p. 12. . " ' • , 

Peter 



*^eter yvBS obliged 0^6tay much longer than he 
deigned, by reasoA of the Grwd Seignior and 
Grand Vixier's tb^nee w the Persian wan For 
till their return, jl^ cfould ix)t obtain his recreden^ 
tial letters ; and wanting a chaplain for that sea* 
son^ which lasted a full year^ Mr. Pocock desired 
the Archbishop's leave to supply that place, and 
obtained it Mr. Greaves, who, as is daid above, 
arrived at Galata in Dec. 1637 j intended, the 
following spring, to set out for Alexandria; but 
Relighted with the company of bis dear friend, or 
finding more employment about manuscripts than 
be expected at Constantinople, he did not leave 
that place at soonest till the latter end of August, 
J 638. About which time, finding a ship bound 
for those parts, he set out, and after spending 
some little time ^i the way, in the isle of Rhodes, 
he arrived at Alexandria, towards the middle of 
October, where he resided for many months, and 
from whence that letter, full of due respect and 
reverence, was sent by him to Archbishop Laud, 
ivbich became, among many other things of like 
sort, one of the crimes with which he was charged 
on his trial in the House of Lords, and which 
gained to Mr. Greaves a lasting testimony of his 
worth and learning, delivered in that place by 
that great prelate \ 

^ Hist. «f Troubles and Trial of ArchbiUiop Laud, 
p. 384. 

;....« Mr. 
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Mr. Pbcbek haVid^iiow thei^boltf busoiK^s dt 
procurmg bodfe tt CotistttntlKwpte on his handft^ 
inade uie of the diKgeoee ftet iras nfecisiai^ td 
serve Mr. Grearefi, M well ais himself. And 
some time after, be found cause fdp th6 increase 
of it in both r^spects^ having recei^ an account 
from him of the ill sviceess of his endeavonra^ of 
this kind in Egypt. For he assured him, that 
notwithstanding ali the search he Irnd made after 
manuscripts for himself and him both at Alexan* 
dria and Cairo (where he ventured op&Ay td gd 
to the Bezar, and to many of the Moori^ houses) 
be could find, besides common things, nothing 
but a few old papers^ or rotten and imperfect 
books^. Several letters complaining of this dis^ 
appointment, he sent to Mr. Pocock, first firom 
Alexandria, and afterward from Leghorn, wherein 
he presseil him to do his utmost for supplying tbi^ 
defect at the place where be now was, being, he 
said, as he found by experience, the sea, into 
which all the lesser rivers bad emptied themselves, 
all books of any value in otiier parts having been 
taken up, and brought to the port. He earnestly 
desired him, therefore, to make a due use of the 
opportunity be now bad in his hands, not only bf 
soliciting the assistance of their common fnenda 
at Galata, but even by going over the water hlwt^ 
self to the Bezars, and shops at Stambol ; which 
he supposed might be done without hazard, pro- 
vided 
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a due caulim were u&ed about sueh books 
as retate to ndigion. He iotreated him also to 
make a further enquiry after tiie libraries of pri- 
vate men, and to attend to the return of the then 
victorious army frcHn Pensia, wliidi, perhaps, 
among oth^ fspa&s, might bring widi them many 
books in the language of that eountry. 

Besides the ditections Mr* Greaves had left 
mtfi Mr. Pocock, at Constantinople, when he 
went Ihence, he now also sent him a further ac* 
count of such manuscriptSi as he most desired to 
have; and perhaps the learned reader wBl not 
think it tedious to take a short view of some of the 
particulars. Very solicitous, 1 fiild, he was far 
the astronomical, and other works of that Indian 
prmce, Ulug Beg, nephew to Tamerlane the Great 
With the help of two or three copies of these^ one 
of which the losd ambassador had piomisod 10 
buy for him, he hoped, he said, having made a 
Latin translation out of Persiaui to publish the 
whole at his return into England ; which work 
hey Jn sotne measure performed^ dedicaXing one 
part of it joindy to Mr. Pocock, and his own bro- 
ther, Mn Thomas Greaves. He was not less 
earnest iEbr the geogi^phy of Abolfeda, prince of 
Hamah, an Arabic writer^ pitft of whicb» in like 
msamet, he afterward tmnslated and published. 
The Alcoran he desiredi not (xily in the oiigiiial 
Arabic, but also in Turkbh and Persian, with such 

VOL* I. F glosses 
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glosses and tromoientaries rektiDg to it as could 
be found. Also Ayicenna de Animd!, and any 
other part of l^im that was to ht had in Persian ; 
Al Battanyi t^e Planisphere and Geography of 
Ptolemy, GjiUstan in Arabi|C| and . Mircondas in 
Persian. J\jfkd tbo^^ he named these, aod some 
other books, it w^s pot his design that npne^.else 
should be procured fof him* For he desired that 
Mr. Pocock, who very well knew his studies, .audi 
what would be of use to them^. wou|d endeavour 
^ get all the mamiscripts he . should think goodf 
in Persian> Turkish, and Arabic, espeqiaUy such 
a^ relate to history, philosophy, physic^ cheDii&tryy 
algebra, and mathematics. And as for malher 
Qxaticiaqsy that he would carefully remember tq 
enquire after the ancients, that have been, tr^m^ 
lated out of Greeks and either are not yet extai^ 
wJ^iiope^ or else imperfectly published* Aftet 
nil, be b^iggied.h^m not to be fotgetful of Bevecal 
Greek mapuscripts, which Dr. Cerigo had pro*- 
mised Jta procpre. 

Af r. Pocock*s commission from the Arehlushap 
was more general. He left it. to his own discre^ 
tion, to procure such books in the eastern, or other 
t4arned languages, as he ^ould judge proper foe 
an University library, and in such.places where he 
thought they might most easily be fopnd. Bkitin 
April, A. p. .1638, at the«wtikm of Ardihishop 
IJj^r^ he recon^pended to him. a more particular 

method. 
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medidd. ^ The Primate," says be, in a letter of 
' the date last-meationed, " is persuaded that the 
^ patriarch Cyril can procure Clemens Alexan- 
*^ drinus^s Hy^otyposes. It were wonderful well 
"^ worth getting, if it might be had. But, for my 
^^ own part, I do not think the patriareb bath it. 
'' Yet you may try and hearken after it, that I 
'^ may be abte to give the Primate the better satis- 
'^ fiMStion. The Primate writes further to m^ 
^' that Greece having been often gleaned, the 
'*^ likeliest way left for good Greek manuscripts is^ 
** for you to strike over from the place wbfere you 
^ are to Natolia, and see what that and Mount 
Athos will iifford you, whilst you are so near 
them; which yet I must leave to your own 
conveniences/' In answer to this^ Mr. Pocock 
writes Aug. 18, giving an acpbunt of the pn^ 
triarch Cyril's unfortunate end, whtdi ppeveiAed 
his applying to him- for the Hypotyposes of de^^ 
aiehs. He gives also the Archbishop an account 
of the Greek books at Mount Athos, wherein the 
pMriareh of Alexandria seems to have promised 
Us assistance, if not also to accompany Mr. Po* 
cock tbitheh But he was hindfred from ddng 
either, and mcraover in danger, for not consent* 
ing to anathematize good old CyriL Which, to 
tee Archbishop:. laud's own expresiioA in his next 
letter to'Mr. Poeock, isijiGb a piece of charitf 
u iMltbarity it^eM IsscaMeacqiminted with. Mt 

f£ appears^ 
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appears^ from Ae course of the cofTC8t)dfiidelM!e; 
that the patriarch of Alexandria, in the end, lost 
his lUe, and, as was stipposed, through tiie coih 
trivante of the new patriarch of Constantinople^ 
who had served his own predecessor so before. 
The death of two griiat and good patriarchsi^ 
contrived to gratify hb own ambition and malice, 
was a heavy charge upon the new patriafdh. And 
as men are apt to fditn setere judgments against 
the authors of mischief to those in their own dr« 
cumstanoes, it might have been expected, that 
Archbishop Laud would not have disMvered the 
least approbation of that mercy which spared the 
life of tile new patriarch after hb fiedl, and con« 
demned him to imprisonment rather to prevent 
his death from the fory of the multitude^ than a» 
a puniriiment; But to shew how little tiie Arch* 
bi^op fiaivouied sanguinary methods, thou^ still 
calumniated on thb score by his eneBsies, hear his 
christian and temperate expression. ^' I heard,* 
says he, (in a letter to Mn Pocoel^ dated AprS 
t, 1640) '* before your letters came to me^ that 
*^ the patriarch who succeeded Cyril, was Uise to 
*' suffer. And certably he deserved it^ aaMi that 
^' in a severer manner than is fidlen upon him* 
" Yet I cannot but say there is charity, and per* 
^ haps wisdom, in preventing the execution Uttt 
'< might otherwise have fallen upon hmt'' 
And now to return to Mr. Greaves* It will 

not,. 



Hdl, feAmp^ be iSbum^ a very great &idectecy, 
that tiie alSaiiB of a person^ who bad die kurg^ 
fhare in Mr* Pocock's frienddiipy take up so 
imich room in this account of his life. I shall 
therefore let the reader knov a little further how 
Mn Greaves employed himself ia Egypt, and 
what requests he sent thence to Mi. Pbcook, be* 
sides those already mentioned. He was now, as 
a very learned person bath observed *, travelling 
in that comitry, with designs as great as those oC 
Pythagoras^ PlatOi or any other of the ancient 
Greek philoM^hers, who went thitfier in the seardi 
of knowledge. And as the methods be made use 
af to obtain it were much more exact than tbeir% 
so his industry was iodeiatigable. He made a 
GoUection of an infinite mass and variety of hiero*^ 
{^ypbics f ; considered all the rarities he met with 
in architecture ; took a most accurate account of 
aU the monuments of antiquity^ and the several 
inscriptions he found ; and diligently inquired into 
all the works of nature, which seem rare and 
wonderful Twice he went from Alexandria to 
CairOy and both times measured the three &mous 
pyramids, which are near that place, and that 
with an exactness incomparably beyond whatever 
had been attempted there befQre ; ysing, for tbat 



 Vjta Joan, Gtayji, p. f. 
t Mr. John Greaycs'a Pyramidographii^ p. 14^, 

purpose, 



foot l9og^ <DOst . icfi^ratply diy idedr And , a» lif 
/^cended by the degrees on tbfi^ outsidei to tbt 
IjOp q^ the gre^tfint ipyramid ;: so by: the nprow 
l^awag^on this :noi:tb side o£ it, he jentered to ttw^ 
j^ei^ f^nter ol; H; where,' taking ,with thfEfntinprt 
^Ifeneas, all the dimensions of the ^{lacious mar* 
ble chamber, in the midst of .which is the tomb 
of Cheops^- or Cbemmi^, the supposed ibuo^i^ 
he, fixed a standard for adjusting paeasucea tpiiiU 
posterity. * An expedient much desii^ed by learfied 
inePf. .but never token care of by any before hirnf^* 
^t Cairo, nothing nure or curious could e&cagi^ 
hiin,' as appears, firpm his account, of hatching 
|:bicken th^re in ovens, printed long after hii 
^path, by the care of his great friend^ Sir Geojge 
Eotf* Neither was he discouraged from travel- 
ling many miles in the JUibyan deserts, partly t(l 
view tb^ sev/er;al pyramids that stand there, but 
pjrincipaily to see the mummies, several of which 
be opened and accurately examined, taking exact 
police, as of the substance of each, so of the 
make of the coftn, the linen ribbands or bandages 
about the body^ and the scroles, full of mystical 
cbluracteirS) that were fastened to it ; and conclud- 
ing firom these, as well as the measures of the 

* PyruBMiogniphia, p. 94. 
t Pkilosopkical Transactions* Nun^. 137, p« 923* 

marble 
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marble tomb ki the pyramid afor^-aeDtiotte d , that 
nature doth not indeed langiilfh>ii'ber'^prodi]0» 
tions; to some imagiiiey bat that tii6 men fend wo* 
men- of tl»s age due of the same stature with tbiMe 
who lived near tiiree thousand years ago. And 
Its such enquiries were his business: by di^, so 
wfaen^ the itreatber proved clear, he allowed him- 
sdf very little sleep at night; making accurate 
observations wherever be camie, of many phaono- 
mena in Ibe heavens, especially such as^ were ser* 
viceable to rectify geography, by giving tiie true 
longitude and latitude of places. In one <tf Mr. 
Greaves's journeys from Cairo to Alexandriay be* 
tween Rosetto and Alexandria,' an accident befel 
him, which might have proved of dangerous con- 
sequence. He, with some Englbh and French, 
fell into the hands of the Arabs, who robbed 
them. But Mr. Greaves's loss was .inconsider- 
able, if we except that of a fiiir manuscript of 
Euclid, in Arabic, with vowels.. This happened 
to him in January, 1 638-9. 

Of these employments in Egypt, Mr. GrsavM, 
from time to time, gave Mr. Pocock aii aceoont^ 
and pursuant to the same desijpis, he requested 
his assistance in some matters of the like- natan^ 
to be transacted at Constantinople. He desired 
him to be careful in procuring for bim several 
observations, espedaliy of eclipses, which were 
to be made by Dr. Cerigo, at Galata, by a Ita- 

gusa 
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gusa doQfeor» wtio went with tiie araiy to fiagdat^ 
and by :a cartain .lotastil of lib. aequaintanca at 
Smyrna ; alao to csonsult a maniiicripty not to be 
bought* 10 tli^* hands of SeigpiorDomioicO) con«^ 
Q^oing.the topography of Egypt, aatl to:tran- 
ascribe. t(ience several tilings, parficulfurly such as 
related to the Feddanes^ which is the measure by 
^hich thiett cQUntry is diyidedi Moreover, he re- 
cooiiueaded tohis particular care some marble 
s^eS| bavi^ inscriptionsy. which were to be sent 
hy the geoerid ships into Englaifl ; and also re* 
quested him to be at the pains of noting some 
things tbftt. had been omitted by him at Coostan-* 
tinople concerning the composition of their ink, 
the Turkish way of writing, their manner of let* 
ting houses^ and making contracts. Lastly, he 
desired Mr. Pocock, if he could possiUy, to 
measure the west end of S. Sophia very exactly, 
with a very fine small wire of brass or iron. He 
bad done it himself with a line of packthread, 
which, because it sometimes stretches about half 
a foot, he could not depend upon. '* You must,'* 
adds he, ^^ with many circumstances, describe the 
^^ place which you measure, that if any should 
^^ desire lo do It hereafter, they may take the very 
M same without erring." So wonderfully exact 
was this g^t and good man to give information 
in such things that might be depended on. 
.^ides all this, there was yet another business 

which 
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tirfaidi he teqtie^ted of Mr. Pocock, and tbat was^ 
fais eanuoliiatioD of a Latin CMe, lately made by him 
OB a TictoJ3r, obtamed by the Great Duke of Tus* 
caay, over theumted streii^h of the CorBairs erf* 
fiatiiary. Tbk Ode^ he desired him carefully to 
pema^ aad to send bis Opinioo of it in a ktter« 
that m%bt ineet lum on his return to Italy, where 
be designed to make use of H. And the eodi he 
said, which he had in cmnposii^; it was, besides the 
doing an act of gratitude for the like honour, lately 
dcme by one of that Court to his Majesty of Eng- 
laad, by thb means to gain admission to the Me* 
dicean Librai^, which he had found, by experience 
when formerly at Florence, to be shut to strangers. 
A library, famous for a great variety of excellent 
Greek manuscripts; from one of which the genuine 
episttes of S* I^atius have, by the care of Isaac 
Vossius, been published to the world, after they 
had been lost for some ages. Three copies of this 
Ode be sent to Mr. Pocock, for fear of miscarriage 
two (^ which, I find, came to his hands. It is ad* 
dressed, Serenimmo, Potentissimoquey Principi, 
Magna Hetrufia Duciy and begins in this manner: 

Tyrrheni Domitor Maris, Metusque 
Classis Barbarics, itimis potentis* 

Mr« Pocock's friends about this time, viz. 1 639, 
began to press him, by letters, to think of return* 
ing home. Mr. Greaves, from Alexandria, in his 

last 
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last letters, had'admed him nottto devote 
so much to bis orioit&l studies as to forget his 
hopes and his fortanes at home. And Mr. Charles 
Fettiplace, a Turkey merchant, residiiE^ in London 
(who took care to receive bfs money from the 
Archbishop, and- ^ college, and to giie him foitts 
for it at Constantinople), acquaititif^ hioi/iti a 
letter/ wkh soide preferments lately bestowed on 
his £riendi Mr. Thomas Greaves, Imd desired him 
to consider that his great patron was mortal, like 
other men, and that therefore, he should l^ no 
means al^sent himself ^unnecessarily, and loser die 
opportunities of improving lib favour to the best 
advsmtage. The Archbishop also, in many suo 
ces^ve letters, had lieen quickening him in thb 
respect * In one, dated March 4, l6id-40« *^ I 
*^ am new going," says he, ^^ to settle my An^ic lee* 
*^ urefor ever upon the University. And I woukl 
'* have your name in the deed, which is the best 
^^ honour I can do for the service." Mr. Pocock 
excused himself for some time, as waiting the 
coDjing of his old Arab from Aleppo, writing, that 
he purposed to set forward for England some time 
the following summer. And with this the Arch^ 
bishop rested satisfied. Accordingly, in August, 
] 640, he went on board the Margaret, after near 
four years stay at Constantinople, vi^hich had cost 
him between five and six hundred pounds. 

He did not design to return to England entirely 

bv 



,l)y aea, bttt.mtlier to make hk ivay llirougb part of 
Italy aad France. It appean, that he intended, 
before his .wtting out, tp land at Leghorn. For 
he had provided hknself, be^ibre he left Constants 
nople, with letters ot credit to some merchants in 
that city. That lie was at Genoa, he would (rften 
tell his friends, relating to them somewhat that 
passed there ; which well desenres a very serious 
reflection. During some stay he made in that 
place^ there was on a certain day a religious pro- 
cession, which went through the streets witli all 
the cereuBQfiious pomp that is usual on such occa» 
sions. . And as he stood in a convenient place, to 
take a view of it, he was surprised with the dis* 
course of some piirsons, at a little distance, who 
talked in Arabic. They were a couple of slaves 
in chains, who being confident that nobody could 
understand the language they spake in, expressed 
their opinions ot what they saw with all manner of 
freedom. And as they rallied the pageantry they 
beheld, with a. great deal of wit, so from it they 
took occasion to ridicule Christianity itself, and to 
load it with contempt So unhappy has the 
Church of Rome been in her practices on the 
Christian religion: for whilst, to serve some 
worldly designs, she hath laboured to engage the 
minds qi the vulgar sort, by empty ^hews, and su« 
perstitious solemnities, she hath, by thoae corrupt 
additions, exposed what is infinitely rational, wise 

and 
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and |^> to ^e laughter andteproMbitf inlldct% 
who will not take the pfdnfc to distinguish ki the 
professors of cbristian^i what hath, indeed, the 
warrant of the gospel, fron> what hath not 

A little after Christmas he came to Paris, where, 
-doubtless, he conversed wkh several eminent men^ 
though DO account is to be met with of any oonife- 
renoe he had with more than two. One of these wa& 
Gabriel Sionita, the famous Maronite, who then 
reskled at that place. With him he had much dis- 
course about Oriental leamini^ and, without ques^ 
tiofi, was very welcome to luns not only because 
of bis great skill in those matters, and the very 
considerable pains he had formerly taken about 
the Syriac Epistles, but for the honourable mei^ 
tbn he had made of this very learned man, in the 
preface to that work. The other, whom I am also 
its9ured he visited there, was the most learned 
Hugo Grotius, then ambassador at the court of 
France, frgm the crown of Sweden, to whom he 
could not but be very acceptable, as upon several 
accounts, so particularly, on that of the relation he 
stood in to a person, for whom Grotius had all 
imaginable esteem and reverence, the Lord Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. And doubtless the trou- 
bles, which had lately begun to fell on that great 
prelate, and the black cloud, which now hung 
over the Church of England in general, were the 
subject of no small part of their conversation. 

6 But 
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But there werd other things, About which ht 
Was willing to discourse with this great man. Mr. 
Pocock, while he continued in the East, had 
often lamented the infatuation, which so great a 
^art of the world lay under, being enslaved to the 
£x>lish opinions of diat grand impostor Mahomet* 
He had observed, in many that professed his rd&- 
, gion, much justice, and candour, andlove, and otfaee 
exiCellent qualities, which seemed to prepare them 
for the kingdom of God : and therefore, he could 
tiot but persuade himself, that, were the sacred 
doctrines of the Gospel duly proposed to theni^ 
not a few might joipen their eyes to discern the 
truth of it. Something, therefore, he resolved to 
do towards so desirable an end, as he should meek 
with convenient leisure ; i^d, he could not tfainlr 
of any thing more likely to prove useful in this re* 
spect, than the translating into Arabk, the general 
language of the East, an admirable discourse, tiiafc 
had been published in Latin, some years before, 
4H>nceming the truth of Christianity. With dua 
design he how acquainted Hugo Grotius, die tx^ 
cellent author of that treatise* ; who received th5 
proposal with much satisfiBtction, and gave him a 
great deal of encouragement to pursue it And 
Mr. Pocock's aim in this matter being only the 
l^ory ci God, and the good of souls, he made no 

ii Epittoltt GaUelmo Frstri, Nan. 534^ 

scruple 
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scruple at all to mentiony to that learned mani 
aome UiingSi towards^ the end of tus book, which be 
could not approve, viz. certain opinions, vrhich, 
though they are commonly, in Europe, charged on 
. the followers of Mahomet, have yet no foundalrioii 
jn any of tbdr authentic writings, and are such as 
they themselves are ready, on all occasions, to di^ 
claim. With which freedom of Mr. Pocock, Gro» 
tius was so &r from being displeased, that he 
heartily thanked him for it; and gave him autho* 
tity, in the version he intended, to expunge and, 
alter whatsoever he should think fit 

Upon tbb occasion, these two learned men en* 
t?red into a Jong discourse concerning the state of 
things in the flast, and the reasons why the holy 
religion of Jesus Christ was so far from gaining 
giound in those countries, that it was treated 
there, by unbelievers, with great contempt Mr. 
Pocock mentioned several things, which he obr 
served tp be thus fatally mischievous : but amongst 
them all^ he told him, there was nothing more so, 
than tiiie many schisms and divisions of those that 
own the i;iame of Christ, who ought to be '^ 'as one 
// fold under one shepherd." As Grotius very 
eadly believed what Mr. Pocock thus reported; 
so it inspired him with new resolution and cou^ 
rage, to pursue the design he was engaged in, to 
promote, as far as he was able, the peace and 
union of the Christian world. A glorious tinder^' 

taking, 
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laidiig, acid such 0t itfgbfy deserves the most zeal-*' 
iMs'e»deavouir&» icmd lbe*iiidst fejrvent prayers of 
all that love tbe LorAiiekus Cbrist with naceritjr ; 
though scHD|» bf^lhe Tiieasured/ which' were ioX- 
Uwed'by'lliat mocrt learned man;4re n^l>t6 bejus*- 
tifled. Fortbough we are to doWhafr Kesin us^ 
for the: sake of Christkoi peaee, we ofe not to^ 
j^jeld up the truth^ evetaf for obttfiniilg'that most 
desin^le blessing: we must ndt^ W cannot^ part 
ujthtrutb. 

. la a short tlbie Mr. ^Poe6ck Jiik iWis, and 
came for England; where 'Haiking London in his 
way to Oxford, * he found, What %e had heard se- 
Veral reports of before, nam^eily, a great change of 
affidrs since he- left the nation, and a'sad face of 
things. A turbulent party among^ the Scots, who, 
when uj^ • very . groundless pretences they bad 
armed themselves the last year^ had met with all 
this idndness and satislkrtion, which a veiy gra- 
cious prince could give them ; renewing their se- 
diliotty had now invaded Ihe Northern parts of the 
kingdom. And in the Parliament, which was 
convened to find out the proper means of sending 
these disorderly and ungrateful people home, too 
many there were, who were so <fiar from promoting 
a just defence against them, that some of them ap- 
proved, and others resolved to make use of their 
desi|gns. This unhappy correspondence between 
those that raised these troubles, and several of 

them 
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t^em that vfere now olUed upon, as ofily able to 
quiet tbem, difiappoiotod all 1i» peaceable endea- 
Tours of apious and good kbg^ atad even bi^^an to 
shake tho very foundations of the Ingdom. The 
thing that was now firsts and most violently at^ 
tacked^ was the ecclesiastical gov e rnm ent esta« 
blished by law. This hierai«hy» as itis i^^eeable 
to the word of God, and warrranted by the constant 
practices of theChuichof Christy in all places^ and 
atall times ; so ithad^ for founcore yearsi reckon* 
ing from the beginning of Queen Eli?abeth*s reign, 
stood both the gloty and the defence of the Churdi 
of England. And, as a learned gentleman was 
pteased to express his sense of the matter*, upon 
the account of its antiquity alon^ it must be con* 
eluded now to need reprar^ But repairing or 
metiding was but a mean attempt, for the viol^at 
zeal of some others. Wherefore they were for 
making an utter destruction of all the roots and 
branches of it, even a tclal abolition. That this 
last course might be taken was earnestly desjred f 
by such as, doubtless, had made a deep search into 
the nature of the thing ; to wit, some thousands of 
tradesmen, in and about the city of London, who 
were ready also to demand, what they thus re« 

* Mr. Grimston's speech in the House of Commons, Fe* 
bruary 9, l640« Nalson's Collect, vol. i. p. 771* 

t London Petition* presented Deceembcr 11. Nals, ColU 
Tb), u p« 666« 

quested, 
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l|Qtetfed/ ftt ^ doors of the Parliamsiit .And 
these were sooa seoonded by five and twenty inui- 
drad KeotiiduneQ*) who had fbund^ by experieno^, 
as they^aaidio tbar petUioQ^ ^^ episcopacy lobe 
very daQgeroitSi .both to Church and commoa^ 
wealth. The ecptoiastical goverament itself being 
thas struck at» it w^d not be expected, that the 
governors should escape. Accordingly^ the chief 
<^ these, tiie Arebbisbop of Caaterbttry> was early 
accused of higlLtreasoh ; and several of those, who 
had been justly punished m the courts wherein he 
was concerned, for seditious apd immoral pnu> 
tices, were let loose against him, to worry him 
even to death. 

The Archbishop,^ having been ten weeks in the 
custody of Mr. Maxwell, Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, wcuting for the charge, which was to be 
brou^t up against him, was committed to the 
Tower, March 1, 1^40, about which time, ot a 
little after, Mr. Pocock came to London. And he 
thought himself under the same obligation to go 
and pay bis duty to his patron, now in thb con- 
finement, as if lie had been still one the height of 
his former prcksperity, either at his palace at Lam« 
beth, or his i^odgings in Whitehall. Being ad» 
mitted to his presence, doubtless^ the vast difie* 

^ Kentish Petition, pfesenttd January 1S» Nalson^g ColL 
vol. L p. 7^0. 
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urefice d£ dircaBMHaiicc&, .vhubdte aour hth^i^^nm 
-tfaikeie iaadfornifiFi^^sMh Attm-iii^ oenUkacrt; bisk 
,fill'hi&/qMnd whhJliet.justJsfans^of4he uimi^tbkify 
ififohtrman greatrress> «litl.!the itransitoriiiess of 
^oMfy hdoiQur andlpey^r^^io^ itbea ^siKtblieided 
^ipod itindceaceiaifd virtue; 'HeiMMPitewa tnair^ 
:Mrho> ^besides bis high .sttiktlddJtk^^he^Oiiireb, had 
i^eexk fdf a?ajpy^ear&: the^faffoutiteof a^at anA 
^ood .ppinoe ; .a li&n, lrtx)0e«dvioBr \Mhr mest f(^ 
tewed inaSaitotof jfitate^ ,Triiifik>ife: still ^gs^i joo^ 
£(^rdingio biatbesltriad^im^ and witb |^^ 
•integrity ; amaD^: Mfaose^Kqua^ :te Ibe vthrose, 
meteseidom or oesei defiind ;; ^ it i^as. taaniksts^ 
that he managed no private interest .for liiinaelf or 
iub fcilatioRs ;. bat iiad long devoted all thAt he had 
to the public good : this sian Mr. £6cock now 
flaw fallen from thatjstninence, <m wfaich he stsoQ^ 
beeoaie the tobjeot of popular hatred and con<» 
lem^t, reproached, accused, and shut up m pri$oi^ 
thece to e^ipect the bitter ^ects of the nialice of 
bb enemies, and fefae. madness of the people. 

The ' Archbisho|)i rsceived Mr. Fbcock with 
aoany expnessbns of a vei^y great •est^GBi, and 
almost hearty kindness; he thanked him for the 
patn^ he bad been at, in procuring so many curious 
manuscripts iDr.lHin in the Eai^t, and for these* 
veral accounts of things, which, from time to time, 
he had sent him thence ; he told him, that he very 
well knew, what that diligence, together with ^ 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary ptety and IdatriJng, deserved from 
1]$m; that hb hftd firmly purposed to tnakett 
^st ackndwfedgment of all,' by sdrht considerable 
^^fernient on bis return; bml that the inipbs- 
^t&itity Of^dolng^ky which hfe wais 'i!k5\v reduced to, 
^as*'3uch 'an additfbh to his o%6r aldlfction^^ as 
^^y seteibiy Wtdhed hkti}/ Mr. Pocock, iv'ho 
VS^Sild not '^ut be mtich^ afibd6(l\v:iih so obliging ti 
«d$6Coiirhe^ 4*«IKf'hed'him tlMMW, both for the fa- 
i^^^B ht^A' Alk4^y conferred on him, and for 
4ho^ V(rbi<ihilld biad lintht^rdesigned for him. An^ 
;4<arn6iMing d^ iifejust usag^lie had m^t with/ and 
9th6 impri'sonmenChetfowisuffered, he delivered to 
hiih^a message nelatiag to both, whi6h Hugo Gro- 
tkte had chatted him with, whett he waited on him 
ift Paris* It ^9ls the humble advice and request 
<tf that te&rn^d mM, that bis Grace would find out 
^ine way,' if possible, to escape out of the hands 
his was now in,^hd pass to some place beyond the 
s6ffi3, there to preserve himself foV'bfetter times; at 
least to obtaitf'some present security from the ma- 
Kce df his bittef enemies^ and the rage of a deluded 
people. Ifhis, Mri Pocock told him, ttat excel- 
lent person had eiamestly pt'essed him to move his 
Grace to, as soon as he should be able to have ac- 
ciess to him ; and he hoped thethifig would appear 
IK> reasonable to him, that he would negl^sct no 
means or opportunity that might be offered, to put 
k in execution, 

o 3 Thougli 
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Though this was a course vv.hicb hafi been lateiy 
fcdloyved by ^sol^e other great men, parVieularlyby 
. the X^ord Keeper of the Great- Seal« and by one of 
the . (irrincipal Secretaries of State ; the former 
having yvithdraw^i faiitts^lf into Holland, (he tatter 
into France; the Arqhbisbop); a$ soon as it was 
thus proposed, td hioo^ declared his resolu^a 
against it, ^*, 1 909 obliged,^ said be, ''to my gO|9d 
friend Hugo Gix»tiqS| for;tt^er€«f|^.he lias tbji|# 
expressed for my sij^fejLy ; but I can b|y AO menns 
be persuaded, to comply, with' tbe.^q0<ms4*jte 
hath given me. .An escape, indeed, is £^ible 
enough ; yea, 'tis, I believe, the very tbiqg 
'' which my enemies desire; for every day an pp« 
*' portunity for it is presented to me, a;pas$4ge 
'' being left free, in all likelihood^ for this purpose 
" that I should endeavour to take the advantage 
'^ of it. But they IhaH not be gratified by me, in 
what they appear to long for ; I am almost se- 
venty years old, and shall I now go about to 
prolong a miserable life, by the trouble and 
shame of flying? And were I willing to be 
gone, whither should I fly r Should 1 go into 
V France, or any oth^r Popish country, it would 
" be to give some seeming ground to that charge 
of Popery, they have endeavoured, with so 
much industry, and so little reason, to fasten 
^^ upon me. But if I should get into Holland^ I 
" should expose myself to the insults of those 

" sectaries 
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'^^ sectaries there, toivhom my characti^r is odious, ^ 
'* and have e?ery Anabaptist come and pull me- 
*^ by the beard. Ni&, I am resolved not to think ' 
" of flight ; butj continQing where I am, patiently 
'* to expect and bear, what a good and a wise* 
" Providence hath provided for me, of what kind 
^* soever it shall be/* 

Having thus discharged hi^ duty to his great 
patron, Mr. Pocock hastened away from the tu- 
mults and noise of London, to seek for peace and 
rest at Oxford, where he had the isatisfection to 
find that his Arabic lecture would: no longer de- 
pend on the uncertainties of an ^ed life, pursued 
too by the most industrious malice, being now set* 
tied to perpetuity. For the good Archbishop, 
fbresedng the ^torm that was about to fall upon 
himself, had lately sent a grant to tfiat University 
of about a fifth part of Ills Itods, lying in Bray, 
within the county of Berks, for the maintenance of 
this lecture for ever : the other four parts being 
likewise settled on the town of Readii^ the place 
of his nativity, for charitable uses there. The grant 
from the Archbishop to the University of Budd's 
pastures, at Bray, aforesaid, for the perpetual ea« 
dowment of an Arabic lecture, bore date June 6^ 
in the I6tli of Charles L 1640, and was refpa- 
tered in Chancery the 18th of the same month* 
The grant was not direct, but conveyed thnmgh 
the hands of two trustees, viz» Ac|am Fortescue 

and 



And, J suppose^ the r^i|$<^9>of c^i^^tituting.tbb 
tru^t ^i^» tlif^t. tibe gFaQtjriwfl^ng tQ tbe Chi^^ 
Mllor, &c, t^e. Archbisl^^i;^ wbo w^ the^ jl^bf^" 
eellQr, must <)tberw}se .hav& gr^qtecj to bi^i^f^ 
The tfu^leos deviaed th0;p»sturp8 afeaye.A?^ 
tioned to the University of Oxford^ June .13^. 1^4P^ 
On the 6th of November folio wiog, the w^oifi- 
cvA Archbishop maidq woth^ present of Vf^^m* 
d^ripts to the University of O^jfprd ; fi?: Qf whic^ 
•were Hebrew^ eleven Greek, thirty-four Af^bjc, 
t4¥/$nt^onQ I^citit),. two Itc4k> and tvtcQ E)9&Usb| ^-^ 
sid^fi^ fivp Ffirfiiol;;, odq of wbj.cHi wi:ittfi|i w T^y 
large iioiio^ contained the lji?£>tO0 oi^tN World,, 
frqofi the CreaJioB to tbQ.€B[id of the Saara^^nick, 

__ at 

Bmfire:; ia;aU;aightyrQne» Tq^ther with tbe^ 
he seati ai mosis affectionate; l^ter,, deploring t^ 
ipiqu^yt ^f;the tim6s». ai^ (ti^ state of the Church ; 
conoUui^ng, with most ardept? prayers for, the peace 
eipd prodpear jtyi oflhal; Univ^sily* This letter wa? 
dated; Njoyofuber 6y just four d^s after the first 
sitting 0f 'the loi^ Parliament^ and less thiin sd^ 
Wideks before the AcchliiahGqpi's commitment tp th«» 
Biaek Rod;* This ddn^dion i^ the nyire. pertjnenfr. 
tQ our main stCNry, ^ it ia> probable that m<^t pf 
tbese> maouscn^s^ htftd; been prociured^ by Mr^ ?or 
cook, and hisi dear friend : Mr. John GreavpSi, 

Mar- Pdcwk, now at Oxford, appUed. hfm^eK 
witb «& much. obeenlialMW M; 1^90 me^l^Qoholy, 

tknea 



tftnosmurid adimtrcyf; not 09lj[ tatba duties of his 
fedture, but to- 45eveml otliep .<^$igns, both in 
Arabic und Rabbinical learQV^'.i.aia^ indciaj4y it 
was impossible for him tQ< do ^bervrisCi. Hrbe 
would' nom answ^ Ihei j^xipf^tation ^bich evfiz^f 
bcdy bad: of him. His. ^ea,t fibilities were verj^ 
^011 known before be^woot ftom England; s^nd i; 
eoald not but be ooncliided> that in the mapy-years 
he bad sp^itin the £ast> he had m«(^& a vast iai- 
provensrat in all the learning of; those countriest 
ll^erefore, upon' his coming home, great malteKS 
w^ere expected froo^ him by the learned mea of 
tlHi and other nations. Thii^ in part^ appeam 
Sttmi an: epistle* which his old friend, Gerard Vos« 
WIS' sj^t him^^ together veith a present of some 
bwks, lately p^iblisbed by him, a^ soon as he heard 
«f fhife ardval at Oitford. " I gii^-thaaks unto God," 
ssid.he,/^ for ybur s^ reburo, es upqn the private 
^^ store qf our fri|md^il)^ so mpfia the publifi 
^*' mixMHtf because >£ ivelli periceive bow grea| 
^ adtaotages the> r^mblic of letters^ and' tbe 
" Church of God, may receive from you. Foi^ if 
^ for mote thai^ fifteen. y,eara agq, you cojald:ac- 
" quit ypvMwlf so. ^Ij what maj wtern^^t hQp^ 
^ from ybu aons t}«y}a||e^ ahd^the indmt/yr^^:fi9 
'^ maay yearsy I h^ve owdch iecreaddd yo»r ^.n^^ 
*' ledge, ani(jrif|en04iy0iir? judjguijtfiti^ :¥oar: rpj 

4 1^ y turn, 
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" tarn, therefore, I congratulate to yourcetf, tir 
'^ Oxford, and to all England ; yea, and to the 
*' whole learned world," 

That which was roost likely to lessen his dili* 
gence in preparing any thing for the public view, 
was that diffidence of himself, and his own labours, 
which his great modesty and humility still sug* 
gested to him ; whereby he was, upon all occa- 
sions, very prone to fancy, that none of his per«- 
fbrmances could be of valu&and usefulness enough, 
to justify the publication of them. However, 
upon the earnest request of his friends, and the 
representations they made to him of the services 
he was capable of, he was contented to proceed, 
and he now laid the foundations of several veiy 
considerable works, which, some years after, were 
made public, being ready, as he tells Gerard \^s«^ 
sius, in his answer to the letter but now men- 
tioned *, to put his band to any business, concern- 
ing which he should be satisfied, that it would be 
of the least benefit to the commonwealth of 
learning. 

This year, viz. 1641, a correspondence began 
between Mr. Pocock and two learned men> Ja- 
cobus Alting, a foreigner, then in England, and 
Mr. John Selden. The latter* of these was tbenr 
preparing for the press some little part of Eaty- 

e aar. Vifonim $A 6« VewittaifEpistokB, Runoi. a3fi. 

chius't 
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^Ilkis'b Anns^ls^ in Latin and Arabic, which he pub- 
lished the year foUowing, under the tide of Ori^ 
gines Alesandrina; and on this account wanted- 
J^r. Pocock's assistance in collating, and extract- 
ing from Arabic books at Oxford. The occasion 
Mr^ Selden had for his services, then and after- 
wards, ' produced a friendship, that proved of sin- 
gular use to him on several urgent affairs, as will . 
appear in the course of his story. He had endea- 
voured, when in London, to wait on Mr. Selden ; 
but was prevented by the other's constant em- 
ployment But Providence soon supplied him 
with ail opportunity, which he before sought in 
vain. The following year added another very 
learned correspondent, to those before mentioned, 
which was John Henry Hottinger, of Zurich, who, 
a little before, had seen and known Mr. Pocock 
ID England He was them employed in trans- 
lating the Chronicon Samaritanum^ which he 
brought out of Holland, and shewed to Primate 
Usher here, who then pressed him to render it 
into Latin. It appears also from Hottinger*s 
letter, that he was incited to turn the Helvetic 
Confession into Arabic, by bearing from Hugo 
Grotius, at Paris, that Mr- Pocock had done the 
iame by his book, De Veritate Religiom* Chris^ 
timuB ; and thereupon, he earnestiy begs direc« 
tioBS for that work* 

The 
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iatetTuptedjQlLcptneflpoadcDoe'betTveen him abdi 
t)^li#riied^ both of our o.v^n,, and other nations, 
aqd. also made Oxford itself asD inq^poper place for 
study. Il3 aaticDit quiet' v^as-noip ^lostv and ^nottiijQgt 
to bfi heard there, but the, noise d£ arms aiukacinaGd. 
men. fop in the mofith of July, the menf biers ol? 
that Universitjs having exposedi lliemselvesito the. 
ii^igmtion of the two Hiius6& of Parliament' byi 
aflvancing all the .'money tjney. had lim their public 
tren^uriefi^ and muohcouk.oC thfair;.o)vo.pursea, fon 
the service, of the Kiogfmrho^^sjthtn ait: ¥ork« 
'^^re obligad^ asic soon as: tihey. uhdsratqqd ^t the 
^arVof E^OK begaa to march withr ao army^. tcr 
Itegw to . tbi^kv of thein own safety* And) aiamndy. 
iQ^yi b^ng authofbod, ast well &y .azproefem^iair 
i^inat the rebels, as fay paptkulan messages: aenb 
totihem from hisi^Majeaty, some hundreds of itheoi 
iimnediately. put* themaeives^ in arms, mod weno 
^OQtn aAbr joined: by two l^iiindfedihcKBe^ und^ritho 
oemmand 6f Sir Joha Byrpn^ About tiroinoB^ 
aftefi these fareea being drawm out for the Kiog-a 
service, in other parts, some tioops of dae PasMa^ 
iwnt sid^ took posseeision of Oxford, aod^iere^* 
under the command^ of the Cord Say, did what 
they thought fit; till, in a little tifne, his l^ajeety 
marched tinther with his foot,, after the batde at 
£dge-Hillj and ordered it to be made a garrison, 

which 
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ivhich it continued to be, and also the ordinary re-* 
sidedce of the court to the end of the war. The 
military state the University was then in, and the 
hurry that attended it, suffered Mr. Pocock to 
make but small advances in the designs^ he bad 
undertaken. And ip a short tiipe. his mind was 
, diverted toother matters: for, iu the year 1648, 
the rectory of Childry,, a living of a very good 
value in the county of Berks, becoming vacant, he 
was presented to it by the Priesident and Fellpw^ 
of Corpus-Chri$ti College, the patrons of it. A^ 
this was an evidence of the esteep, which ti}^% 
learned society had for this wQrthy member; so^, 
doubtless, it could nqt but be very agreeable to hjsi 
inclinations : for Cbildry being about twelve mile^ 
from Oxford, he could conveniently live upoii hjj 
parsonage, and perform the several duties he waa 
obliged to there, and yet at the proper times r^:j 
pair to the University^ and read bi^. lectures^ 
Though, iodeed;^ at present, there was no room. ^ 
all for such exercisqs ; . the minds of those who, 
were to frequent tb^m, being filled with th^ 
thoughts of other mattery and thQ public sicUqgLji, 
tafeeR 'uj> for j^ioyisjgns and wafflike stoxe^ 
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SECTION III. 

Mr. Pocock being now a country clergyman, 
set himself, with bis utmost diligence, to a con- 
scientious performance of all the duties of his 
cure J labouring for the edification of those com* 
mitted to his charge^ with the zeal and application 
of a man, who thoroughly considered tlie v^lue of 
immortal souls, and the account he was to give. 
He was constant in preaching, performing that 
work twice every Lord's Day. And because the 
addition of catechizing, which he would not neg- 
lectj made this a burthen too heavy to be always 
borne by himself, be sometimes procured an as* 

_ • 

sistant from Oxford, to pi;each in the afternoon. 
His sermons were so contrived by him, as to be 
most useful to the persons that were to hear them« 
For though such as he preached in the University 
were very elaborate, and full of critical and other 
learning; the discourses he delivered in bis parish, 
A^ere plain and easy, having nothing in them, 
which he conceived to be above the capacities, ' 
even of the meanest of bis auditors. He com- 
monly began with an explanation of the text he 
made choice of, rendering the sense of it as obvious 
and intelligible, as might be : then he noted what* 
ever was contained in it relating to a good life; 

and 



aod recdmixiended it to his bearers, with a great 
force ol 'spiritual argqaveot^, and all the motives, 
whtcb appeared most likely to prevail With tbeml 
And as be carefully^ttvoided tbe shews and ostenr- 
tation of laming ;rsa^he would not, by ^ny means, 
indulge himself in the practice of th<fee arts, 
whicl^ attbat itittts wene very common, and much 
ad9E|«Fed by ^ordinary people*: Suoh iweve i difitor<< 
Portions ;Qf the countenance and 'strange gestures, ai 
vM^it' and unhatoral way of speakidfit, and aft 
fecfed. Iirords and phrases, whi^h being out of t8# 
dvdinvy way, were theretbre supposed t6 expresV 
SQtaewbat very mysterious, and, in a high degree, 
spiritual. Though, ho body could be more un^ 
witting than be was to make people uiieasy, if \% 
was possible for him to avoid it ; yet neither dkd^ 
his natural temper prevail with him, nor any other 
consideration tempt him, to be silent, where re* 
proof was necessary; With a courage^ therefore, 
becoming an ambassador of Je^us Christ, he 
boldly declared against the sins of the times ; wara«« 
ing those who were under his care, as against all 
profane and immoral practices, so against thoser 
schisms and di^sions, which were now breaking; 
, in upon the Church, and those seditions which 
aimed at the subversion of the statd. His whole 

• 

conversation too was one continued sermon, pow« 

erfully recommending, to all that were acquainted 

«'ith him, the several duties of Christianity. For 

I as 
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he ^as ' - ft>lAmeI^s ^abd .faof mlefis^ «id wittoat w- 
^^iDiuke!;" $0 hbiaiafti&ei»Aipietgr,ibi0n}eekMs8^ADA 
Jm^ilit^!, hit, kiml and : dbljg>Df tiasbaviotip^ Mgktfd 
^e&t Ttefc(Kne$5y upoki kveryAMcceuicsi^ to do all the 
good he we3 taqpttfcfi^ of^ made; iriinsbinB as>^* A 

. A tiliimstec .itbat tiias tioqufttcil himdelf, icine 
vDovld; thiok^ should babe metrmtdb much ^BKmmi 
9md fi)l . ipii^ofJlile ^ood: tosBge from ibis who)* 
Ipl^i^bi;. buttlii&^mattf r iiras otfaenme; be^iviiB iMe 
^' tl^a^ )€$rfri^iit; j>er30Ds, whom tfae^ biSgkest 
W^iie'batbtoPtJpieen eble totseoore from ^nev^ 
tfeatafent^ul^ea) tthatnu^on udeoutit^ e^eti 4f whift 
in^ns highly iF$li|«lble an. tbetn> hav^e bedii contemndd, 
9^{Wo$et)ed» anioL iii§iiri^iKily handled. S^toe lew^ 
%ij|eQd,..Dl 4b$KBe onderhiseadtey had a just sen^e 
of Inifi lyofli^ -and paid bin all tfie iieapedt thitt waa 
dtte i» it^ but 4;he bebaviaur of tfae ^eatdr miniber 
^wm^ncht SI8 could not but often much disicom*- 
p0be and. afflict him. His oare not to amuse faii 
brnfiera, yfiHh things wbieh they could not midier« 
dtand) gdve <soise of fhem occasion to ^itertaifi 
iieiiy contemptible thoughts of his teaming, •and to 
s^^eek of him accordingly. So tlmt one of bis 
Oji^^rd /fiiends^ as he travelled tJbrbugh Gbtldry, 
jft^wag^'foriiB diversion, of soitee people, who 
vm$ ihek minisler? And how they liised him? 
Received ^rom then iim answer : '^ our parson i» 
^ Che Mr. Poc6Cl^ a flain, honest tnan ; but 

" roaster^!' 
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.Ms^m^g,' 85 hdipi«blbh^/tbditr'4K)Mt 
and those canting expressions, which wepeihWi 
'*> «tlf^ takteg \<*fli ^ttdy lovers <rf noveltyy j was 
^ftfe ife^im thttt aotaJfe^^consiaawd kim asta^ieadc 
^ittBn," %vha§e ''diWOtfWQs i^odd' niir ed%, /beiftg . 
:d*2d' wo^ifrfly, 'hfe*5i»g-^dt**ttgW ^vm and th« 
*f^iyit«^ 'Btft rhis tdeidaDing^ttgainat ^iv^lotife, i^ 
^^iiidoo/ iftiid vra^ most i^mive, tnA 

twised- :ifiife tgrcsiitCN^' jclMoour Againiti hiiti; B^ 
^<$yus^ >df »lii», . Utt^h :^to4iiS'iparishi -^jba^^ h^d ^lib^a 
MsedQOCid' iatti'tlt^ ifidettsufes Mof itbc^ Whc^ wi^fe 
.jAwr ^Kfewbiivingthe weitHiwv/boVh (tf Ghtatdh 
<rtrf 'SUte^'^^^re Yefedy, aipon' ^v^i-y oc6asi()]^ 
;M Ab^to^^dH hifai4Hte-iU *n«me«, tedh^so Biuch 
ill" iwe, 4tf,. " a ttita adW^icted to Yaliliog ferA 
'^ bfttdrnesiB^iia Wftlignarit tod We J^pisrhly af- 
.^* fomed/'. But rdfeefileem -ttnd reproa^Jrfal Ian*- 
iguKge ^eve net -Ibe ^)y g^iet^wdeii M^hicib ti^ 
igiK)d mail sufieired under. Thett ih<Jdi«e, i/i^biclx 
the kws of God >a^d itnf^H- bad -'made his jiist tight; 
and iffhidh be dtwa^ endedvodred to receive, with, 
as 'Hnjch peaee^as uiight be, wsfe ^bcrtrglhttdo 'much 
for hitti, -and ^iWjf ^bdied to lessen it' in all *e 
"wsays tbeyoould : ibeBides, what t!hey -called out- 
witting iAm ie 'hk tithes, of the contribt/tions a&d 
great taxes which wei^ Aequently exacted, a%uto 
nmish beyoiid the j&dt prepottion was -still allotted 
toium; and when any^lbrces "were ^qttairtered iii 
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that parish, as considerable nvivibers often wfitBf 
be was sure to bave a doubly c;if not ^ ffe»t(iif, 
share* 

This usage could not but^seem very strangle to 
n man, who had been treated with respect aiid 
civility, by , all sdrts of persons' whom he had 
thitherto conversed with : and it was iinipossible £(ir 
him to reflect upon such/un^table rotUfns,. vi\t\ir 
out a great deal of disquiet, and very melancholy 
thoughts* The baibarous' people of Syriia tod 
Turkdy^ whom he formeriy complained oj^ ap- 
peared to him now of much greater humanity 
thaxi many <>f those he was engaged to live- wUb* 
There his exalted virtue had won upon Mahdmee 
tans, and made even Jews atnl Friars revere hioo-; 
but these charms had, at; this time, a qontrairy 
effect on the pretenders to saintsbip and purer 
ordinances at home. And he, who, when, at 
Aleppo, still longed to be in England, as the most 
agreeable place in the world, now considered an 
abode in the East as a very desirable blessing. 
Yea, to such a degree of uneasiness did the public 
calamities, and the particular troubles he was every 
day exercised with, at length carry him, that ha 
began to form a design of leaving his native coun- 
try for ever, and spending the remainder of his 
days either at Aleppo or Constantinople : in which 
places, from his former experience, be thought he 
might promise himself fewer injuriesj and more 

quiet 
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t|uiet and peace. But upon further considerdtion, 
and a due use of those succours, which both reason 
and religion afforded him, he fortified his mind 
against the force of all such trials, and learned 
^* to possess his soul in patience." He very well 
knew, that it is the part of ^^ a good soldier of Jesus 
.^' Christ, to endure hardship," and that he that 
hath devoted himself to the work of the Gospel, 
must be ready in ^^ afSictions and distresses, by 
^' honour and dishonour, by evil report as well as 
" good, to approve himself a minister of God.*' 
Jle considered too, that his case was not singular, 
but such as was common, at that time, to almost 
all others of the same calling, throughout the 
nation, who would not humour the people in un- 
reasonable things, nor descend to unlawful cotn* 
pliances. And he was very well satis^ed, that all 
the evil, that comes to pass in the world, is still 
overruled by the Providence of that all-wise God, 
who, in the moral as well as the natural world, brings 
light out of darkness, and order out of confusion, and 
who will make ** all things work together for good 
" to them that love him.'' Upon such reflections 
as tliese, therefore, he resolved to stand his ground, 
and to persevere in a faithful discharge of all the 
duties he was called to^ notwithstanding all the 
difficulties that attended it. Having thus laid aside 
all thoughts of a remove, to ease himself of the 
^ares of bouse*keeping, and the management ©f a 
VOL. I. - H  family, 
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fain%, and to have the cJomfort of an agreeable 
partner, amidst the trouMei^ he was exposed to, he 
l>egan to think of a wife. And Providence directed 
him to the choice of a very prudent and virtuous 
getttlewoman, namely, Mary, the daughter of Tho- 
mas Burdett, Esq. of West Worlham, in Hamp- 
shire, whom he married about the beginning of thfe 
year 1646, and by whom God was pleased ta 
Wess him with -nine children, six sons and thfee 

daughters. 

At the same time that Mr. Poeock underwent so 
many uneasinesses at Chiidry, hh affairs were m b- 
yet worse ccmdition at Oxford : wbei^, though^ h^ 
attended his lecture with as awch diligence as the 
present state of the University wcwild admit of, bis 
salary was wholly detained from him. For Arch*^ 
bishop Laud, srfter almost four years imprisonment 
in the Tower (notwithstanding such a defence ef 
himself against all the crimes with which he wa^ 
charged) as will be a lasting monuimeiH both of his 
innocence add great capacity) being put to death 
' by an ordinance of Parliamenty they that had thus 
gotten his life were for disposing of his estate, which 
had been sequestered some time hefote ; and into 
tlie list of tlfet they took^ besides several other landd 
given by him to pious and charitable uses, Budtfd. 
pastures, in the parish of Bray, which had been set- 
tled by him for this Arabic Lecture. The seitkg ar 
vevenuci^ which bad been applied to so excellent a 

purpose^ 
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|)iirj[Mse, Ivas not only a manifest injustice, but might 
ti^ell be understood to be such a contempt and 
hatred of learning, as the authors of it, one would 
thinks dhouldi even for their own credit in tlie 
world, by no means have consented to : or, if they 
bad taken possession of that estate, by mistake, 
they should have been ready, on the first applica- 
tion to them, to deliver it up again; But the matter 
was otherwise ; for notwithstanding Mr. Pocock'a 
endeavours, who tobk care to let them understand 
the true state of the case> they would not be pre- 
vailed on to discharge it. It appears, from the 
copy of one of his letters, written by him on thb 
occasion^ that he let them know '^ bow useful that 
** sort of learning is, which the income of those 
** lands was designed to promote, both to divinity 
" and other commeaable studies ; what reputation 
'^ it now had in most universities bey(H)d the seaff, j 
" and what lat^e salaries had been appointed in 
" several of them, for the encouragement of it.'* 
He also laboured to make them sensible, ** that, 
** besides the settlement of the founder, which was 
*' made with all the formalities the law required, 
*^ he had also an equitable "right to what he 
*^ claimed. For, as his continuance at Aleppo, 
*^ which first recommended him to the choice of 
" the Archbishop, had been a thing of charge and 
*' cttfBculty to him ; so, to qualify himself better 
for this employment, he had been at the hazard 

H 2 a gf 
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" of a vbyage to Constantinople, the necessary ex* 
." pences of which amounted to a sum sufficient, 
" even for the purchase of a revenue for life, of 
" much greater value/' But all these representa- 
tions were of no force with the people he had to 
deal with; and, doubtless, they would not have 
delivered up his right tD him, had not some othei; 
method been thought of by his friends, whereby to 
obtain it 

The learned Mr. John Selden, at that time, one 
of the burgesses in Parliament for the University 
of Oxford, had long entertained a particular esteem 
for Mr. Pocock, and was, as appears above, much 
^obliged to him, having frequently borrowed of him 
several manuscripts, and other books, not to be 
gotten elsewhere, and also often received from him 
satisfaction in considerable difficulties, relating to 
oriental learning. Mr. John Greaves, therefore, 
{who had likewise a large share in the friendship 
of that gr^at man), being in London, made him 
acquainted with this injury that was done, not only 
to Mr. Pocock, but to learning itself, and desired 
hi& assistance in the redress of it Nobody could 
be more ready than Mr. Selden was, to grant this 
reque&t. He told him, that he had a due sense 
both of the injustice and scandal of this proceed- 
ing, and that the persons concerned in it could 
have no countenance for it from the order of Par- 
liament, by which they pretended to act^ " For J 

« the 
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^* the sequestrations, appointed by it, could only 
'^ relate to particular persons, as Seius and Sem- 
^' pronius," to use his own expressions on that oc- 
eason, " and not to corporations, which was the 
*' case of these lands." He also promised, that he 
would himself search the rolls, w here the donation 
was recorded, and make the best use of it be could, 
when he had found it. 

While this was transacting for Mr. Pocock in 
liOndon, his friends in Oxford were careful also to 
do him all the service they were capable of. Dr. 
Langbaine, the very worthy Provost of Queen's 
College, was at tl^e pains himself of drawing a long 
instrument in Latin, wherein the course taken by 
the Archbishop, effectually to settle these lands, was 
at large, and very particularly recited; and also a 
formal grant from that body inserted, of all the 
profits issuing out of them to Mr. Pocock, during 
the time that he should continue to be Arabic Lee- 
turer ; and this instrument, being proposed by him 
and some others in congregation, with unanimous 
consent had the seal of the University af&xed to it. 
What was thus done for him by his friends, was 
abundantly sufficient to clear his title to the satis* 
^Eiction of all reasonable men. But lest all this 
should not be effectual, Mr. Selden, with much 
earnestness, recommended the matter to some of 
the leading men of that time, in whom he had a 
considerable interest^ and^ by their means, thi^ 

salary 
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salary was at length restored to Mr. Pocock, after 
it had been detained from him about three years. 
This restitution was effected about the middle of 
the year 1 647. And I ht^ve reason to suppose, 
that Dr. L^ngbaine's good offices, above-men^ 
tioned^ (to which he was strongly incited by 
T. Smith, a Fellow of bi^ own Colleges, ^d 9^ 
friend of Mr. Pocpck's}, was the foundation of 
that friendship which continued betweep him ap4 
Mr. Pocock for the reiaaj^nder of their lives. 

This same year, viz. An. 1^47, h^ and his 
family, at Childry, were delivered frqm ^ ruip, 
that threatened them^ by the diligence and interest 
of his excellent friend, Mr. Jphn Greaves, For 
Mr. Pocock being considered as a malignant; 
some of the forces for the Parliament, whicb had 
now caiTied all before it, grievously oppressed hio) 
by free quarter, and other violence ; and such a 
treatment he was tp exppct, ^fs, often as any troops 
should come into those parts. Hereupon he com-r 
plains to bis friend Mr. Greaves, by letter, who, 
by the assistance of Dr. £nt, procured him a pro* 
taction, under the hand and seal of my Lprd Fairr 
fax, dated at Windsor, Dec. 5, 1647, by which 
$dl officers and soldiers are fprbid to plunder his 
house, or take away his horses, sheep, or other 
cattle Of goods, or to offer violence to his person, 
or the persons of any of his 6imily. Constable^ 
fllsoi and quarter-masters, are, by the samf^ instra-? 

ment, 
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meat, forbid to quarter upon him above his just 
and due proportion. And, to crown this good 
office Mr. Greaves would be at all tiie expences 
that attended tiie procurement of this protection. 

It was indeed, a singular good providence for 
Mr. Pocock, under the troubles and difficulties he 
met with in these times, that he was provided with 
so many useful and active friends* For, besides 
hb own natural modesty and meekness, which disr 
qualified him from stirring effectually in his own 
behalf, his long absence from England had made 
bim a stranger even to the common remedies 
ag^nst oppression ; and his only methods, for re- 
dress, were to complain, from time to time, to his 
fiiends, of his hard usage. 

Being delivered o^t of these difficulties, he had 
but very little time to breathe, before a fresh 
occasion was given for the exeroise of his own 
patience, and of the kindness of his friends. Foir 
now the Visitation of the University of Oxford was 
coming (^ which, un4pr the pretence of reforma* 
tion, threatened the utmost severity to all persons 
of that body, who had manifested any loyalty to 
the King, or ?eal for the Church. In the Articles 
of Oxford, indeed, when that city was delivered up 
by Sir Thomas Gleaham to General Fairfax, ex* 
press provbion had been made,, that all the mem* 
bcacs of the University should enjoy thejr ancient 
ri^its and prlvilie^Si .potwitbstaa#ig ^ny thing 

done 
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done by any of them, relating to the unhappy war 
between the king and the parliament. But such 
agreements were very weak bonds to restrain them, 
who having the power entirely in their bands, were 
now resolved both to gratify the ambition and the 
avarice of those that depended on them, and ta 
satisfy their own revenge. On the 1st day of 
May, therefore, in the year 1 647, an ordinance of 
Parliament was made, whereby of twenty-four 
persons therein named, and five or more had 
authority given them to be visitors of that Uni-^ 
versity, for the hearing any determination of all 
matters and causes they should think fit to en- 
quire into, relating to it, or any members of it : 
and also twenty Lords and forty-nine of the House 
of Commons, were, at the same time, appointed to 
be a standing committee for receiving the reports 
of those visitors, and hearing all appeals that 
should be made to them. 

Of the visitors thus nominated, ten had been 
formerly members of that University, and most of 
them, such as had been expelled, or otherwise 
punished, for misdemeanours committed in it. 
The other fourteen were lawyers, and country 
gentlemen, of known sieal for the cause they were 
carrying on, amongst whom Mr, Prynne was one 
of the chief. There could be no doubt at all, but 
that such as these would be very forward in the 
execution of this power ; as, indeed, they wer^ 

Vox 
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For a citation, under the hands of a sufficient 
number of them, dated the 15th of the same 
month, was sent to Oxford, commanding ^* both 
*^ the proctors, and all heads of colleges and 
^^ halls, to appear before them in the convocation- 
^^. house there, on the fourth day of the next 
^^ month, between the hours of nine and eleven in 
^* the morning." But the mischief designed, at 
th$it meeting, was delayed for some time by the 
dextrous management of Dr. Samuel Fell, the 
Vice'-cbancellor. For whilst Mr. Harrys, one of 
the visitors, was entertaining his brethren at St 
Mary's with prayers, and a long sermon for the 
occasion, the hour limited in the citation was 
passed, ai)d the Vice- Chancellor, having gotten a 
testimonial of th6 attendance of those that had been 
summoned, attested on the place, in due form, by 
a public notary, immediately dismissed the assem- 
bly. This disappointment put the visitors into so 
much confusion, that they attempted nothing more, 
till, by an additional ordinance of Parliament, 
dated the 26th day of August following, they had 
new powers conferred upon them. But then they 
applied themselves to the work again, with a great 
deal of diligence, and never omitted it, till they 
bad forced out a great number of the best and 
most learned men of the University, and put them^ 
f elves, and their friends, in theit places. 

When the violence of these reformers began to 

ifage 
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rage at Oxford, Mr. Pocock was on bis parsonage 
at Cbildry ; and there be still continued, as well 
by the particular direction of his M^nds, as from 
bis own judgment and inclination. He had fre- 
quent accounts sent to him of tba troubles many 
worthy men ware in, and the methods made use of 
to ruin ^m, and be continually expected a ^hare 
in the same treatment And though he was ready, 
when Providi^nee should ^all bim to it, mt only to 
throw up his lecture, but 6very thing else that he 
had, if be could not l^eep it with a good con- 
science; he thought himself however, under no 
(Obligation to invite and hasten the dan^r, by ap-r 
pearing in the University* 

The visitors, and their masters of the committee, 
baving other employment, no. notice was taken of 
bim for several months ; but at length something 
extraordinary fell out, which brought him on the 
stage. Dr. IMprris, the Hebrew Professor at O^i 
ford, died of a fever, March 27> 1648. The King^ 
who was then a prisoner in the Isle of Wight, 
baving a full knowledge of Mr. Pocock's suf* 
ficiencyj and being also moved thereto by the 
iiecommepdatioiis of X)r. Sheldqn and Dr. Ham^ 
mond, nominated bim for the Hebrew Lecture, 
thus vacant, and for the Canonry of Christ Church 
annealed to it ; but he was not consituted by patent, 
the King then not baving the Great Seal in hia 
Ipower. About this time^ likewise^ Dt. Payne, 

Canoa 
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(3mnon of the same Church, was turned out, by an 
order of the comnoittee. And on the 7tb of April 
ensuing, the coiQaiittiei^ having resolved^ that the 
matter of the answer, put in by the De^n of Christ 
Church, Dr. Fel), and others this Prebends, whose 
h^d^ were subscribed to it^ was an ^^ high coiiii^ 
•/ tempt of authority of Parliament ;^' and, " That 
^^ for ^p effectual remedy thereof^ flie said Dn 
^^ Fell, Dean pf Christ Church,, and others the 
*^ Prebends of Christ Church, who subscribed 
■^ their pame^ to (be s^id answer, be forthwitl^ 
*^ removed ffpra f^eir said plages/* Then the 
prder injroediately propepds : . • • This Committee 
^' being informed, t;hat Dr. Morris, one of the said 
^* Prebends, and )|ebr^w Lef turer of the Univcrr 
^^ sity, is l^^tely decea^i^d, whose hand is subscribed 
^' to tJie said apsw^r, do order th^t Mr. Pocock 
^' be Hebrev I-ectMrpr of {he Un;verisity, in thjj 
^* place of the s^d Pr- Morris, deceaspd, and 
^' shall recjeive ^U profits and dues belonging to 
^ ^^ the said place* And further prder, that the said 
*^ Mr. J^ocock be, ^nd hereby he is, constituted 
^' and established a Collegiate Prebend of Christ 
'* Church, ?p the place of Dr. Payne, rempved 
*^ from bis prebend's place, by a former ordpr of 
^' this qcHnqfiittee. And the said Mr. Pocock shall 
^^ enjpy and h^ye all the power, rights, emolu* 
^* ments, rooqis, anU lodgings^ by any statute Of 
^^ custon); pr right, formerly belonging to the said 

" Dr. 
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^^ Dr. Payne." It might seem a matter of diffi* 
cuUy, at this distance of time, to give a full ac- 
count, how Mr. Pocockj whose absence from Ox- 
ford alone preserved him from a summons of the 
visitors, to take the solemn league and covenant, 
and consequently from the loss of his Arabic Lec- 
ture ; I say, how he came to meet with such dis- 
tinguishing favoyr at that time from them, who 
seemed to hfive so little regard, either to learning 
or goodness, in others of his principles. But it 
was chiefly to be imputed to the hearty kindness 
of an eminent member of that committee, namely, 
his constant friend, who had been so serviceable 
to him already, Mr. John Selden. For to him, 
Mr. Pocock wholly ascribed this unexpected suc- 
cess, in a letter he sent to him some time after. 
And, indeed, as that learned man found out means 
to preserve some few of his particular friends in 
Oxford, from the dangers that then threatened 
them ; so he did all that was possible for him, on 
behalf of the University in general. This, I find, 
was gratefully acknowledged by Dr» Langbaine, in 
a letter written to him about this time» Which, 
as well in honour to the memory of so great a 
friend, and patron of Mr. Pocock ; as for that it 
gives so particular an account of the sad state of 
the University, and the different opinions of some 
great men in it, at that juncture, I shall here in- 
sert, as it was found amongst the papers of the 

Lord 
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Lord Chief Justice Hale, who wa? one of Mr. Sel- 
den's executors *• 

*^ Most honoured Sir, 
" Notwithstanding those common endearments, 
** by which you have purchased so great an 
" interest in this disconsolate University, and 
^* those multiplied favours which you have been 
^' pleased to heap upon myself, the meanest of 
" your servants; I could have been content to 
" hug myself in the tacit recordation of both, had 
^* not that kind remembrance, which I received 
" from you, by Mr. Palmer, some few minutes 
^ since, Seconded by the present opportunity of 
" safe conveyance, by Mr. Patrick Yonge, invited, 
^^ or indeed extorted from tne this acknowledge 
^* ment ; which is no more mine, than the voice 
*^ of the public, so far as discretion will permit 
** us to make it public ; that however the con- 
^ dition of this place be npw so desperate, that 
" Salus ipsa servare non potest ; yet are we all 
** abundantly satisfied in your unwearied care and 
** passionate endeavours for our preservation. We 
'^ know and confess, 



" Si pergama dextrft 



*' Defend! poterant, etiam hdq defensa fuissent.'^ 

" Whether it be our imworthiness, as it is our 
^^ unhappiness, to fall at last, others may better 

 This letter is in Dr. Mead's collection, above-mentioned. 
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'^ judge ; but of this we are confident, that, itetl 
" under God's, it roust be imputed to- your extra-^ 
" ordinary providence, that we have stood thus 
" long. You have been the only Belli Mora^ 
" and 

9 

^^ Qjaicquid apod nostrse cessatum ci»t moenia Troja?, 
** Hectoris (I cannot add Mnectque, for you had no second) 

Mana Vicfeoria Graium 
« HaesiU" 

• 

** By your good arts and pi'udent nmnagei our siic 
^ months have been spun into two years^ and it 
has thus far been verified opon us by ypuf 
means, Nee capti potuere Capu But now the^ 
decretory day is come. Fuimus. That tem- 
pest, which has so long hovered, has now fallen 
so heavy upon our heads, that all our pilots 
^^ have forsaken the helm, and let the ship drive. 
" The Pro- Vice-chancellors, Proctors, and other" 
'^ Officers and Ministers of the University, have 
'* withdrawn themselves. I might add muci^ but^ 
^' I fear this may be too much of this kind, as the 
" sense of the most and best in thid place ; whor 
'* fly so high upon the point of loyalty and privi- 
** lege, as if tiiey were ambitious of s<jfFering. Fop 
*^ myself (and, though I have little correspondence? 
*' with particuiai's, I believe I am not singular) I 
•* could be well enough content to sit down with 
" a confessor's plaoej and not envy my betters the 

« glory 
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^ glory of this martyrdom. I cannot think we are 
^ bound, by any obligation of law or conscience^ 
from acknowledging my Lord of Pembrook for 
our Chancellor. But for the new designed proc« 
" tors and beads of houses (Christ Church ex- 
^* cepted) we do not see, with submission be it 
** spoken, why those Colleges, to whom the right 
** of election regularly belongs, may not challenge 
it by virtue of the articles, by which the rights 
of all, and every of them^ is promised to be 
*^ saved. And though we know the practice of 
^ former times \b no rule for the present, nor the 
'* actions of Kings any laws for Parliaments ; yet 
'* we cannot choose but observe the difference here- 
" tofore, when, upon occasion. Princes have some- 
^^ times deposed the Proctors, sometimes preferred 
** beads of houses to bishoprics, they always left 
*' the election of their successors free, according 
^^ to the respective statutes of tlie University 
*^ and Colleges, and did not otherwise interpose 
^' (though it was thought a point of their prero^ 
*' gative) than, at most, by lettera of recommen* 
^^ dation, which were many times not obeyed, and 
" that with impunity. But whatsoever you please 
*^ to command, we must obey. And it will^ per^ 
*^ haps, not at all offend our most eager adversa« 
^* ries, if we choose to do it rather by suflferin^ 
** than compliance ; which is already the reaolu- 
^* tion of a good aiany, and perhaps his turn is 

1 *' not 
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" iiot far off, who, though he would not be ovef 
hasty to offer the sacrifice of fools, by a peremp- 
tory opposition to an extraordinary and irre- 
** sistible power, so long as nothing is commanded 
" which lie conceives, in its own nature, simply 
" unlawful, yet he hopes, he shall never prostitute 
*• his innocency, to purchase the short enjoyment 
** of a slight preferment, which he values for na- 
" thing more, than the opportunity it affords him 
" of freedom in his studies, and thereby (if you 
^ shall at any time do him the honour to com- 
^^ mand him) of putting himself in a capacity to be 

" reputed, ' 

" Sir, 

'^ Your most humble^ and most bounden servant) 

" G. Langbaine/* 

" Queen's-College, Oxon, 
March 20, 1647-8." 

As this letter gave such a melancholy represen- 
tation of the present condition of affairs in Ox- 
ford; so the transactions that soon followed, in 
that place, would require even more tragical ex- 
pressions, duly to set them forth. For the visitors 
first, and then the Chancellor himself (who came 
thither for that purpose), with a guard of mus- 
keteers, went frcMn College to College, and break- 
ing open the doors of several lodgings, dispossessed 
the rightful owners with the utmost violence. 

And now to return to Mn Pocock ; the com- 
mittee? 



I 
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tnU^ee issued an order to the visitors^ June the 6ik 
fpHoiyingy t9 put hm io pos3.essioQ of Dr. Pfiyne*a 
jicKiging^ at Christ Church; which was done ao- 
coi;dinjgIy. How he relished the manner of I49 
coming intp this preferment, we cani^t say with 
l^rtainty. But from the letters of his friends, at 
j^at tjo^e, it should seem as if lie had some scruple 
fm that bef^d. ]Vj[r. John Greaves, in ome to him. 
^a^ted the very day tje was voted in by the com- 
mittee, after acquainting him with his success, addSj 
** From whence no envy can fall upon you hero 
'^ (at Oxford), seeing you displace no mao, ai^ it 
'' is uqdertajken that he shall be satisfied, who is 
'' ijfiost coocer^aed^ without any further trouble of 
^^ yours. So thftt I see, by a wary cfurriage, tbc^ 
^' all sides may be pleased.'' Dr. Langbaine^ ifji 
a letter, May % 1^^8, has tiie follQiiring expres- 
sions : " I perceiye^ — \ — ^th^t you are not fully w^ 
^^ formed (CQUcerning yp^r ^ebI;e\v Professor'a 
" plaqe ; and, therefore, I take leay6 to tell yoy, 
^ thfit however the rest of the new prebends (fcjp 
" ought J 3;et hee^r) haye not, nor desi^ to hav^ 
" apy .other secur^y for settlem.ei\t, t^^n the ypte^ 
" of the cooimittee, yet Mr. Seldqn in,t;epds (apci ,1 
** presume by this time it is done) tp procure an 
" ordin^nqe for ywrs. — ^Thii ordinance, I tl^injk, 
** will be sufficient, withoMt a patent uqder tl^e 
" brpad seal^ heing, fgf present, of equal force, yf 
" less charp^ and lessr pbnpxiOjgp to e^o^ptiflp 
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" from his Majesty ; of whose confirmation, if it 
** shall. please God to restore him to his power 
and rights, 1 think you will have no cause t<> 
make a question.'* The ordinance here spokenr 
of by Dr. Langbainey a« certain, to what cause 
soever the disappointment was owing, never was 
obtained; and, I have undoubted authority fot 
saying, that Mr. Focock held his preferment at 
Christ Church by no other title, from the ruling 
powers of that time,, save from a vqte of the com^ 
mittee. 

But though these arguments and suggestions o£ 
his friends, prevailed on him to accept the Hebrew 
professorship ; yet he was much dissatisfied^ that 
he had not the Canonry along with it, which King; 
Charteshad annexed thereto, and which his pre- 
decessor. Dr. Morris, enjoyed in that manner. Bt 
is highly probable, the committee were ignorant of 
any such annexation, and voted Mr. Pocock into- 
Dr. Payne's Prebend, for no other reason, but be- 
cause it had been longest vacant; the Doctor 
having been turned out by a vote, which some time 
preceded that for removing Dean Fell, and the 
resf that subscribed to the answer put in by him; 
of which number Dr. Morris, the Hebrew Pro- 
fessor, was one. However, finding that he was- 
voted not only into the place, but also into the' 
lodgings of Dr. Payne, before the committee's 
order to the visitors for putting him m possession 
of thoi^e lodgings was issued^ he complained to hi» 

friend^ 



i^iends; above, of the injury thereby done to him, 
and the Professorship. For, in a letter from Mr» 
Greaves of the 11th of May, 1648, I find these 
words : ** As concerning your lodgings, and the 
** injury offered to you by the visitors, I mentioned 
*^ it to the Primate and Mr. Patrick Yonge. 
" Both of them will acquaint Mr. Selden with it*' 
But in that, and the two following months, no^ 
thing more was done in this business, through the 
jealousies of those times. But in August, Mr. 
Selden assured Dr. Langbaine, that he could find 
nothing to that affair in the rolls, and that some, 
who were most active in the then changes, did e^* 
pressly deny any such annexation. However, he 
promised his best assistance, but could not assure 
him of success. About the same time Mr. Greaves, 
often waiting on Mr. Rous; secretary to the com* 
mittee, prevailed with him, as he tells Mr. Pocock> 
in a letter of August 2, " That nothing should be 
" done to his prejudice for the fiiture ; but [with 
" relation to what was past] all the answer he 
** could get was, that the committee boust 6l)6erve 
** their Own orders.'* All this did not discourage 
Mr. Pocock, and his friends, from prosecuting a 
reparation of the injury done to the Hebrew pro- 
fessorship, by disuniting it from its proper canonry. 
For, upon an intimation from Mr. Greives, that 
Mr. Selden wanted to see a copy of the grant of 
the Canonry to the Hebrew Professorship, and 

I S especially 
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especially whether (hat iodividoal place be an^ 
pexeij to it; adding, if so, he (Mr* Seldeo) doubts 
not but things may be ordered jet^ if there be so 
much af^ the naipe of justice left ; I say, «poq this 
intwatJOQ Pn Laogbainei io a let^^r of ^ov. 30^ 
this same year, atieotions, that the <:harl;er cpucern* 
ing bis Prebend, was seat up by the Bedel to 
Mr. Seldeo* But all this avaHed nptbing* Aoc^ 
therefore, after a year more spent in vain endea* 
TOurs to«get the annexation avowed, and the proper 
lodgii^s of the anne^iced Canonry restored tp hio^ 
sel^ as Hebrew Professor, he, upon Friday, the 
last day of A^ggst, 1649, read and entered a pro* 
testation fpr jsaving the r^ts of his Professorship^ 
befcMre Dr. Reynolds, Dean of C^i^ Church, and 
then Vioe^-Chancellor of the Uniirersity, as also in 
presence of Ralph Button, Prebendary pf .that 
^Churcl^ and Ralph Austen, and lastly of John 
French^ Notary Public and Register of the Uni« 
versity ; in wiiich he set fbarth, ^^ That the late 
'^ Kirig, in the 6th year of bis reign, had given a^^d 
<s granted to John Morris, B. D. and then He^ 
'^ hcew Professor, a Cafionry or Prebend in the 
'' Qfiiminl of Christ Cbwrcb, to be held by biosi 
" as long as he should continue Hebrew Pxofes^ 
" sor, and Jjecturer. of the University pf Oxford, 
*^ and no longer j with all the houses^ naansion^ 
^[ profits^ dec* any way belonging, or hereafter to 
^' belong, to the said Canonry qr Prejbend* And 
' . '.J ' " by 
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^ by the said letters patents, he further granted to 
'^ the Vice-ChancellcHr, Masters, and Seholars of 
** the University of Oxford, and their successors, 
^ that, for the future^ and in perpetuity, that when- 
'^ ever, by the death, resignation, deprivation, 8cc. 
^ of the sadd John Morris, the said Prebend should 
^* any way become void, that then, and so boai 
^^ time? to time, the said Canonry^ with its afore- 
^^ said appurtenances^ should come to every He« 
^' btew Profestor, and Lecturer for the time be- 
^* ing, and should flot^ in the interim, be granted 
** to any other. And whereas^ upon the natoral 
^ death of the said John Morris^ the Canonry 
^ aforesaid was become void, he, £4ward PococK, 
^^ by the appointment and decree of the hoiKiuN 
•* able Committee, for regulating the Uftiversity 
** of Oxford, and declared public Professor, and 
" Lecturer of Hebrew in the said University of 
^' Oxford, in the room of the said John Mortis. 
** That whereas, by a very late act^ for abrogate 
** ing Cathedral Churches, it was, amongst other 
** things, provided, that the said Act> nor any 
*' thing in it contaJhed, should in any wise extend to 
*■ the foundation of Christ Church in Oxford, of 
*' to the profits or emoluments of any public Pro^ 
'* festor, or Lecturer, in either University ; he, 
*^ the said Edward Pocock, Hebrew Professor 
•^ and Lecturer in the said University, of Oxford; 
*^ did therefore (with due reverence) openly and in 
^* writing protest, that by his acceptance of any 

** other 



IIS THB LIFE OF 

^* other houses and mansions, at Christ Churchy 
*' aforesaid, he did not intend any prejudice 
*' should be done to bis right, title, or interest, or 
'' to that of bis successors, the Hebrew Professors 
" at Oxford, or of the Chancellor, Masters, and 
f^ Scholars of the said University, to the houses 
** and mansions in Christ Church, lately ix\ pos- 
" session of John Morris, Hebrew Professor, or to 
f' any other profits, &c* So, that (notwithstanding 
-* any acceptance of mine for the time) piy right, 
'' and that of my successors, and that of the Chan* 
V. cellor,' Masters, and Scholars of the said Uni- 
*^ versity of Oxford, and their successors (if any 
'^- right there be) to all and singular of these, may 
^* be preserved safe and unhurt, and remain sd 
^* at present, and to all future times ; according 
^* to the force, form, and effect of the letters pa-» 
** tents, resolution and act, aforesaid." 

I thought it proper to insert the substance of 
this protestation, that the worlc^ may see how 
clear, and how important a right Mr. Pocock and 
his friends had been thus long contesting for, and 
the shameful injustice of those he had to deal 
withal. The right in question appears to have 
been founded on a grant of the King's, that was 
within bis unquestionable prerogative, and fur** 
ther guarded by a clause in an act, which bad 
very lately passed both bouses. So that by baf^ 
fling 80 strong a claim, the comqpiittee demon- 
fitratedi that vyhilst they thought the King sub* 

ject 
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Ject to his own laws, they would always be at 
liberty to contradict, not only his appointments'i 
<but their own unrepealed ordinances. A^id doul/t- 
Jess Mr. Pocock had reason to stir in this affair, 
,i^Qt so viuch on account of the different goodness 
of the lodgings belonging to the one or the other 
fianonry^ as lesit his utter acquiescence, in ac«- 
cepting a canonry, whifih had oever Jbeen annexed 
to the Hebrew professorship, should weaken his 
and his successors title to tliat which had. But 
still the honesty and spirit pf the good man, oq 
this occasion, appears to ^re^ter advantage, whea 
one considers^ that, through the whole .course of 
this affair, he, in other respects, lay perpetually 
at the mercy of those whom he iwas tisazing to do 
him justice^ apd against whose arbitrary proceed- 
ings, the above prptestafion was formed. For 
firom his first being voted into the professorship 
jand canonry, by the cQmmittee, he plainly fore»- 
saw, that as things then went, he was not long to 
expect a)9y advantage frpm th^t faypur, without 
j^uch coq^plian/ces ^ he eould, by po means yield 
jto. That which hp h^id, therefore, chiefly to dcK 
pend Qp, w^ abseppe from p^for4 till better 
t^mes, fojr which it pleased Gpd iip had a while 
^oo just ap excuse, being yisitisd ivith > great 
jsickness, which kept him a long time very weal(. 
When, therefore, upon the coming of the Chan- 
illor, he received a piessage from pne of th^ 

visitpr^ 
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Visitor^, i^nb pretended to be vefy* thilch  ftis 
friend^ inviting hfm to appear, as iobn te he 
could, upon his canoriry, at Christ- Chtrrth, hh 
urasf so far frorfi aniy thought of going thithfer, that 
be i^ould not so much as write an ms^et; fitfl4 
the care of those in Oxford, ii^ho wished hfe Vd- 
farc, made this neglect pass indifTerently Vdl, oh 
the score of his indispositioii. 

Bat as th^ excuse of sickness coqld not com 
tilnue stlWays, so in tio long tixrity his presence in 
Oxford was often fequired ih another manner : 
for the ne5(t riaonth it was decreed by the visitor^, 
^^ That all Lfectuiers and Professor* should cope 
^' and peribrni their several duties in the Univef* 
^* sity, which," they said, " had been neglected for 
" three terms now last past." A Uttlfe after they 
ihade another order, ** That whosoever claimed 
-^ any place, either in the University or any Col- 
^' lege, shoutd, withiii fifteen daysj come and 
*' discharge theif duties there, and also to sub^ 
^' mit themselves to the visitation.'^ And, in a 
short tinie, thfey decreed again, that, ** U^hosoever 
^' dime tp Oxford, uponf their being suthmoiied 
" thith^, ^nd ye( did not appear before the -visi- 
^' tors, should be considered as guilty of coti- 
** iempt^ It is liianifest, that isuch orders A^ 
these, *^ere directly levelled at Mr. Pocock, apd 
iothe pthferfe in the like cir^umststnces. And ivhdt 
fUftp |ip ppiilcl ^Qd eut tQ^VQid the fpYce of thetii 



lamdltOL And jret av^wonhy person^. 
Who il^als ki tb^ ptiins to search fli6 Visitotioti 
bdok^ in the piMib library^ ai Oxford^ adored 
teie, ibkt he could i](i^ ^ith li6 account there of 
titij^ ap^ieahthce before the t^isitorj, made at any 
time bj Mr; Poftock.- The greatest light I b&ve 
bten abtel to ^t'ihfto this matter, has been froth 
sdm^ Mttei^ trenf 16 hifh/ during these difficulties, 
by Mr. Johh (SrUkv^s ; whose adi^iee to hini, 
ispon th^^se acea^i6ni^, was, '^ so to order his af- 
^ fainr u k prudehtidl and honest ti^ay, as neither ^ 
•* to ptovdke the visitors, wr to give them any 
^ a^ahtage, by appearing befof^ thefai/' Arid this 
t&6 he tells him, iti one of his letters, was not 
©hly his own sense, but likewise that of Mr* 
Sfelden^ y^hoih hd had consulted oh his behalf; 
namely, that he ought to make it his utmost en- 
deaveufy ** to keep oat of the readh of their 
^' q&arter-staff,'* to OW Mr. Selden's own eipres^ 
fijbil, /' which weiitld," he UM, '' strike down all 
^^ be^re it ; and against which, there was no 
^*ward> b6t suffferlng w complying. A hard 
f^ cboieG," ad^fe Mr^ Gt^vds, '* either to bfe mari 
f* tyred, or to approve of their wicked and sacrile^ 
•* gious courses j but surely,^' eontinues he, " the 
^* former is to b^ taken, Which,- after some p&tience, 
^ ^ill bb crowned with a just reward.'' How^ 

^ The very learned t)rt Mill, late principal of £dmiand« 

i ever, 
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ever, tOr put off, i^ ]pug as might be» so great It 
^ard^hip, he difx^t$. h^qi, " pot to go tp OxfoT^ 
i" at all, if it wore .possible to avoid H«'* , But if 
pis affair^ i^bpuld absoluteJ|y reiqii^re hioi to .'go 
^hitb^, a$ be thought they yfQii^, -[ tQ make bu^ 
.*' very Iktle stay," aud .wheo objiigpd to Ue ther? 
jaaight, ^^ qot to let his lodgi^ h^ )caow% £[)r 
** fear he should receive ^ 3uinnipn3 to appea^r.** 
Moreover, he puts hi^n in jpinA of qon^iijiltipg with 
^is good friends, Dr, SbelcJoQ ^d Dr. I^aminond^ 
what he had best do, whp wojiild bptl) ^ve him 
faithful advice* And io ajnother lejtter^^ after th<^ 
two exqelleut men were (jinyen fxovfi Oxford, \m 
recommends to hii^ the pQun^el fi^d (jlirectipn pf 
Pr. Lapgbaine, of whose friendship, fis welj ai} 
f kill in such affairs^ be Imd t|^e j^eaf^st ^ii? 
ranee. 

But notwithstaQdlng all the expedient^, which 
either bis friends could recoiqn^nd to him, or he 
could think of, it was not pos3ihle for hiip tq 
keep himself wholly out of daqger. For I find 
Mr. Greaves at one time giving him ootipe, that 
bis name had been returned to the committee, 
among those, that contemned their authonty. 
Moreover he told him, in anotheir letter, that 
upon discoursing with Mr. Selden, he found, in* 
deed, the same constancy of affection ip him, but 
withal great complaining of ^^ such injustice and 
^^ shuffling of business, as made him weary of 

^* striving^ 
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ff striving agsuast the stream, though he dQ$paire4 
** not totally of doing him good.*' 
. Aqd, upon this opca^ion, I cannot but again 
ido what justice I ^m able, to the memory of this 
Mr* John jGrreaves, by saying spmething further 
pf that extraordinary degree of friendship, he 
jjaanifested, at this time, to Mr. Pocock. For^ 
jbesides what has been already qjentioned in sey^ 
f al of his letters, which he wrote to him about 
^se {pattern, he not only assured him of his ut- 
inost endeavours to serve him, but also told him^ 
|;bat ^' hp was much more concerned for his pre^ 
c^ servatioa than his own, and should be better 
f' pleased if he could obtain it." And the event 
^as, in some sort, according to his desire. For 
.whereas Mr. Greaves had been an instrument of 
Jceeping Mr. Pocpck's affairs in some tolerable 
conditioi) in Oxford, he himself was banished 
thenqe, by a decree of the visitors, Nov. 5, 1648^ 
and so lost bpth his fellowship at Mtrton Coll^ge^ 
and his place as Astronomy Professor in that 
University. Not that be seems to have been ac-< 
|;ually deprived of the latter, till near a year a& 
ten For I find him, in a letter of the S3d of 
ilugust, 1649, complaining to Mr. Pocock, as 
of a fresh grievance, that Mr. Rous told him 
'^ the committee had voted him out of his lee- 
** ture, for hot appearing, and contempt." It 
was then so lately transacted, that Mr. Greaves 

had 
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had Hot, as yef^ teen the ofder, but wai to see it 
the day after. Indeed, to add somewhat more of 
i&ia worthy person, but of these Ittteti^ to Mn 
Pocdckji since the face df things h^d beefi sd 
iiiuch changed iti Oxford, be seethed to have but 
little inclination to i^p^nd atiy of his tiiAe iti it fdr 
^ future. Foif, - sdme tootiths before this sen- 
tence against bitn, j^iving Mr. t^ocock ati account 
of his d6sigri to go thither from Lobdon^ ^hert 
he bdd t^oi^ been for a gddd itrhile, he told him, 
that, " tie n^as resolved t6 dd nbthing, bat what 
** stood With a good conscience. " Yet,^ Addfc 
b(i, " Tally somfevirhere, aii I temembei-^ QfiM41^e& 
^' Os et Prontan novd Academdt. And I dofi tisr- 
^' tain I shall dcf the same/' In another, t/i Ma^ 
17i of the same year, he tella Mr- Pocock, ^' H6 
•* Was theft going into Kenti to his good frien^ 
" Af r. Marsharti, not far from RocheSteh Who," 
edds he, " hath been very irtipotttmale^ admitting 
^ of no excuse, that 1 must lAake his hofuse and 
*' library, who hath a fair one, mine owii. It 
** will be thii fortnight e*el^ I return, and it may be 
" shall afterwards lite with him, if I see, at my 
^' coming tb Oxford, the satlie ctiftfusioft which I 
*^ bear, aftd Mrhich is likely, in probability, to 
^' continue/^ $everal months after, going a se^^ 
cond time to this Mr. Marsbam^s (afterw£ird Sir 
' John Mafshafn, a very learned gentleman, who 

had dedicated a Latin Treatise of Chirohology to 

hioij 

4 



biflOy ftiul now 4gMn ipFited hm to make use of 
(lis house ^4 library) he ^o far 4espiiif)e4 of any 
future encour^^ment to learning 9#d ingenuity ^ 
Oxford, tiaat he orden^ Mv* Fooock to scffid up 
kiB will, wit^ 1]^ ^ee|^9g of which he had in*< 
trotted him, iJai^A he wigb^ blot out thence the 
g^ of hi? jtna&ep^t^al ipstruipent^ to thfit Unir 
i^rsity, which h^d ep^t Iuqi, he said, pipre thw 
9. hundred pounds. And a CQuveniency not fal* 
lipg out prvssiently for transmitting it, he was fto 
es^rnest upw the mattor, that, in a^nother letter 
soon afler, h^ desired Mr. Poco^k, ^^ to open bi^ 
^^ will, ^nd strii^e out that part of it" Byt Si^ire- 
ral years aftc^r his ^ea^, when the XJaiversHyt 00 
tfie return of Ki^^g Charles 11. was delivered from 
her captivity, ^^d he^ca^ie again what ah^ wais 
before ; bi^ hrotb^, Mi*- Njschpla? Greaves, a& 
terwards Deaa of Pron^ore, in Ireland, and 
a^okber brother, A^r. Tkomi^s Grebes, formerly 
pentipqied, disposed *" c^thiese instruments, ^qcpr^'>; 
iBg to th^ fi^i'st design of their dead brother ; and 
they are now in the Museum Savillianum f , at 
Oxford. 

Mr. Pocock found means of his friends to pass 
through the dangers aU'eady mentioned, without 
being oppre?§ed by theai. JSowev^r, a greajter. 
difficulty began to appear, Nov, 28, 1648. For 

 Vita Joarine^ Gravii, p. 43. 
t Vide Catalog. Manuscriptox. Angl. pt. ^. p. .30^2. 

then 
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thetti aniong stime other orders bbtained by the 
tiditors, from the coitimittee of Parliament, one 
"W^i that " they' should strictly require 6f al! 
** uleiirbers of the University, the taking the so-* 
^^ lemn league atid covenant, and tha negative 
" oath/' In their first commission, indeed, they 
had been directed to enquire after all persons 
who had refused, or neglected the taking those 
oaths ; but the University thereupon immediately, 
virith a courage truly Christian^ published their 
unanswerable reasons against the lawfulness of 
doing it, which were solemnly voted in convoca- 
tion. And^ I do not find, that it had been re« 
quired of any of those turned out before Novem- 
ber, 1648. They being commonly dismissed 
upon other pretences. But now these reformers 
were resolved upon a general imposition of those 
oaths in Oxford, which they well knew would ef* 
fectually purge out all the remains of what they 
called malignancy ♦. This matter gave him fresh 

disquiet 

• Herein Mr. Smith follows Antb. Wood's Hist, and An* 
tiqu. of Univ. of Oxt 1 1, p. 413. But Dr. Tim. Halton, 
in answer to an Inquiry upon this' subject, seems, in part^ 
to contradict this account. He writes thus, " The visitors 
** of the University of Oxon, appointed by Parliament, nevct 
^ had the opportunity of pressing the covenant upon any 
** members of the said University, nor was any one removed, 
** or expelled for not taking of it. In their commission, 
** An. 164-71 ^ think the clause of tendering the covenant to 

« aU 



Qisquiet^ aOld i^ei his friends again upon seeking 
out meads to preserve hini. But the great dis- 
order the nation wad in abtout that tiiiie^ soon took, 
off the minds of the vi'sitotis from gomg on with 
that design, and opened a new scene of affairs^ 
in which, at length, he was to fatl. For about 
this time, the officers of the army took matters 
out of the hands of the Parliament ; and, to all 
their former oppressions and rapine, added the 
murder of the King. An act, considered in alt 
its circumstances, so prodigiously wicked and 
barbarous, that no age or country, since the 
creation, that we know of, had ever afforded a 
precedent for it. Hear tlie honest, pious, and 
affecting sense of the so oft mentioned and ex' 
cellent Mr. John Greaves, on that sad occasioir, 
in a letter to Mr. Pocock. 

" O ! my good friend, my good friend ! Never 
•* was there sorrow like our sorrow? What a per- 

" all persons was inserted. But that commission was vacated. 
**And m the ntjxt commission granted, ann. l648, the 
<* clattse was omitted by the interest of Mr. SeWen." Per- 
liaps the truth of the case is this : by Mr. Wood's account, 
(ubi supra) the second commission was clandestinely ob- 
tained, only six or seven of the committee being present* 
Probably, therefore, Mr. Selden, one of the absent mem- 
bers, upon hearing what had been done, might procure e^> 
Iher a revocation of the second commission, or an order 
that the clause in it, which related to tlie solemn league, 
should not be put in execution. 

S petual 
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^^ Ration ! And^ if God be gp^ opiprp merciful thain 
^•' meDi what a deluge of ipiseries will flow m 
*' upop u3 ? Pxcuae me now, ^f I am not ab|e 19 
" writp to you, and Jo answer >pur queriei^-rr 
5* O 1^x4 Gpd, if it be thy J)les#ed will, hay^ 
" mercy upon us, iipt according tp our merit?, b^ 
^^ tby mercies, and remove )hi$ great sin^ a^d thj^ 
" jUi^gWPPts, frpna the n9.tion; 

** Your most; affectionfrfie 
" And apcjed frieqd, 

" J, Greaves/* 

The original letter atill tegtifie* Xhp $pFrpwfi\l 
disposition of the writer, and tlxe many blQt9j fi^ir 
pecially in the latter part pf it, evidence ^hat h^ 
wrote on paper, for the v^Q^t part hatred in itears. 

Not content ^ith this transicendeqt yillan^, they 
also abolished tb^ ]Cfpper, or House of jLo^cU* 
After which, they and their instruments, at West- 
minster,, p^ed wbat they called an act jfor sgitit- 
scribing an engagement, whereby ev^ ^ao 
should promise to be true and fatth&rii to the 
government then established, wirfiout a King, 
and House of Lords. This new test was first im- 
posed at ChristrCh.virch,' Nov. go, 1,6^9. SojOp 
^t^ which, i^n^^vours i^'iere used mOmiorj^tP 
•prevent the miaof many honesft and nsefbl noen, 
who, it was well known, would never subscribe 

to 
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to it To wbich purpose, Dr. Langbraie, in a 
latter to Mr. Pocock, of Dec. 15, kk the Btitm 
year, informs bifn, *^ That the day before, tikitiong 
^^ other matters, a petition was agreed on, and 
^^ sent in the name of the XJniverskj, to the com 
Hiittee for regulation, &c. promi^g that thejr 
will liTO peaceably under the present govern* 
ment, and submit to all lawful commands, and 
** desiring that this may be accepted instead of 
*' subscription to the engagement. This day, 
^' adds he, Dr. Stanton, and Proctor Maudit, are 
gone up with it, and (if they come soon enough) 
it is to be presented to-morrow." Upon this, 
he consulted his faithful friend Mr. Greaves, who, 
in his answer, of the &th of the following Febru- 
ary, delivOTS himself thus : '* I wish I were able 
" to direct you. If only quietness be required 
** by the subscription, considering your profes- 
*^ sion, I know not what can be objected against 
" it." Mr. Pocock then intended a speedy jour- 
ney to London, to which bis friend, in the same 
letter, answers, " that he feared it would cast 
'^ him beyond the 20th of that month, and that 
" then what may be the danger God only knows.^ 
The 20th day of February, 16*95 ^as the term 
appointed, by an act, wbich passed the second of 
-^nuary preceding, at or before which^ whoso- 
ever did not subscribe the engagement, was to 
be returned to tlie Committee, in ord€^ to theit 
VOL. r. K being 
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being reoAoved from their places in the University* 
By another act, which passed February 23, l649» 
the time for taking the engagement, was prolonged 
a month, viz. to the 20th of March following 
and the return to be made thereof, April 10. And 
as the expedient offered, as above, by the Uni- 
versity, instead of subscribing the engagement, 
was rejected by the committee ; so it is probable, 
that on or before the latest time prefi&ed,^ Mr. 
Pocock either appeared, and absolutely refused to 
subscribe, or else, that he lapsed tbetimeinabsence^ 
and was returned accordingly. From the resolu- 
tion^ which passed against him in the Committee, 
the 24th of October following, it should seem 
probable, that the latter was really the case. For 
the words of the resolution are, not, " that he 
" refused to take and subscribe," but, " that he 
" hath not taken and subscribed the engagement 
" prescribed by the act.*' This is certain, that on 
the 20th of February above-mentioned, Mr. Po- 
cock was gone for London, and shortly expected 
to return, as appears from a letter of that very 
dale to Mrs. Pocock, from Mr. Sparkes, of Cor- 
pus-Christi, in which she ays, " There had been 
" a conference between some parliament men 
^' and divers ministers in London, of which the 
"conclusion was, that they were to expect no 
" favour,unless they did subscribe,'' But not- 
withstanding this, Dr. Langbaine, and Mr. 

Greaves, 
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Greavesi used all their endeavours to save Mn 
Pocock, and others of the University, from the 
ruin that threatened them, for not having sub- 
scribed the engagement The former writes thus 
to him, April i, 1650, *^ I have made as many 
** friends for you as for any man ; the General 
" doth enquire after you, of every one that comes 
*' from Oxford, of your welfare. We have stu- 
" died a * pretty diversion for a month ; we shall 
* hereby gain this half year's rent. We have 
*^ sent an express to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
** land, who is coming over, to desire him to in* 
** tercede for the University/* I cannot find, th t 
any thing was effected by this last expedient, nor 
that any thing more was done in the affair, till 
t^e Slsto f June following, when an order was 
passed in the House, ^' That the Committee for 
" regulating the Universities should examine what 
" officers, masters, fellows, &c. did neglect, or 
" refuse to take the engagement, pursuant to the 
" late act for that purpose ; and should have 
" power to displace them, and place other able 
" and fit persons in their room." It is probable, 
that some still severer resolution, concerning the 
University, was at this time expected. For, in 
. answer to '- a letter of Mr. Pocock s, in which he 
desired information about the truth of such a re- 

^ This was the prolongation of the term for taking the 
engagement, 

K 2 port, 
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port, Mr. Seldeh writes to bk«» Aug. S6, " Tfcftt 
" be wa3 afraid some such thiog n ouid pass con- 
*' cerning the Vuiyemiy; and he doubted it 
^^ would opt be possible to exempt any man fr om 
" it" He adds, " But if I cam in that, or any 
^ thing else, do what njay be advasbtageous to 
^' you^ I shall, and will use my utmost endea* 
" vours.*' Sept. 6, of the s^usie year, Mr. Grea-vses 
writes thus : " I have ofkeo conferred with our 
" noble friend (who shewed me your letter, and 
" much pitied your case) we both could think of 
" no better course than to put off yotir business, 
*' and t0 gain time. Many things in the nsean 
" white may happen." " It is believed," co»ti- 
nues he, " which you may keep to yourself, that 
" engagers, of what quality soever, will be re- 
" moved out of the Universities. I would, there- 
" fore, adyise you not to quit your possession of 
" your living. For the comjnittee here cannot 
" eject you thence." His friends laboured, to the 
last, for his preservation. Dr. Langbaine put- 
Mr, Seiden in mind of the irreparable loss the 
University would sustain in the removal of Mr. 
Pocoek. And Mr. Seiden himself, in a kind let- 
ter he wrote to him, had assured him of his up- 
most affection and service, telling him, ^^ tha^ 
" these were no more^th^n what hh excellent me- 
•* rit, and the many advantages he had received 
** from him, highly deserved." But all their en- 
deavours 
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deavours could defer the fatal vote of the com- 
mitteie against Mr. Pocock no longer than the 
S4th of October^ at which time, the two follow- 
ing resolutions passed. 

1, " That it does appear to this Committee, 
'^ that Edward Pocock, Collegiate Prebend of 
** Christ Church, hath not taken and subscribed 
"• the engagement prescribed by the Act 

fi. '^ That the Committee will proceed on this 
^^ day fortnight to nominate another to supply the 
^* pliftce of Mr. Edward Pocock, Collegiate Pre- 
^' bend' of Christ Church," 

Accordingly, the 7th of the following month 
the Commitisee resolved, 

♦* That Mr. Peter French be Collegiate Pre- 
*^ bend of Christ Church, in the place of Mr. 
** f ociock." 

And accordingly a special order of the said 
Committee, for placing the said Peter French in 
the place of the said Mr. Pocock, issued, recit- 
ing, ^^ that the place of the said Mr. Pocock be- 
'^ came void for not taking and subscribing the 
" engagement. 

Considering the person put into Mr. Pocock's 
canonry, it was no wonder that all the interest of 
his friends to keep him in, proved without effect. 
For this Mr. French had married a sister of OH- 
T^er Cromweli, and therefbre a vacaacy must be 
made to provide for hifp. 

His 
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His refusing the engagement, which thus cost 
him bis prebend, did not presently affect his other 
preferments in Oxford. But in no long time (pro- 
bably about the beginning of December) the 
Committee resolving that all non-engagers should 
be turned out of the University, he was also to 
quit both his lectures. This was a thing he had 
reason to expect as unavoidable. And that he 
looked for no other treatment, appears from a let- 
ter of his, dated Nov. 30, to George Hornius, a 
learned professor of history in the University of 
Gueldres ; in which we see^ him declare his pre- . 
sent condition, and his apprehensions for the 
future, together with the honest and prudent 
maxims by which he had hitherto conducted him- 
self, and conformably to which, he religiously 
purposed to behave in all times to come. ** My 
*' affairs,*' says he, " are reduced to such a crisis, 
*^ that unless I meddle in things wherein I am 
" resolved never to intermeddle (meaning the en- 
" gagement) I shall be turned opt of all profes** 
" sorships in the University, or rather, am already 
" (in effect) turned out. I have learnt, and 
^* made it the unalterable principle of my soul, 
'^ to keep peace, as far as in me lies, with all 
men ; to pay due reverence and obedience to 
the higher powers, and to avoid all things that 
" are foreign to my profession or studies ; but to 
'* do any thing that may ever so little molest the 

quiet 
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•* quiet of my consciencei would be more griev- 
' ' ous than the loss not only of my fortunes^ but 
^' even of my life. But please, Sir, to be as- 
^' sured that I never followed these studies with 
^^ mercenary views ; and, therefore, when it -shall 
'^ please God (as I trust in his endless bounty 
^' that it will) to vouchsafe me a safe and obscure 
'' retirement, I will, with greater alacrity than 
** ever, apply myself to these studies, and pro- 
'^ mote them with my best endeavours." Who 
can read these golden lines without secretly wish* 
ing, that every votary to religion and learning was 
endowed with a good portion of that spirit which 
animated this excellent man ? As inattentive as 
the present age is to principles, and a zeal for 
literature, a few such examples would revive the 
credit of both, by making them no longer consi- 
dered as the scaffolding of ambition, but as the 
dictates of a disinterested love of truth, and of 
mankind. 

In a little time after this, the expected blow 
was struck, and a particular vote passed, as it 
ishould seem, to deprive Mr. Pocock of both his 
lectures, or, however, to turn him out of the 
University, which, in effect, was the same thing. 
When this vote passed we- cannot precisely say, 
but it must have been some time in December, 
1650, and probably about the middle of that 
month. The news of this coming to Oxford, 

many 
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xn»ay there were so sen&k^le of the damage the 
University would usidergo by the turiMog out a 
p#r«oa whosp leapning was so very useful and ov^ 
uamental to it, that, without his request or koow- 
ledt^ they drew up a petition to the Comfnittee 
for his continuance^ in the form following, 

7b the Right Honourable the Committee of Par^ 
Uamentfor regulating the Universities. 

The humble Petition of several, the Governors of 
Houses, Public Officers, Masters of Arts, and 
other Graduates and Students of the Univer'^ 
sity of Oxford, 

Sheweth, 
That your Petitioners conceiving Mr. Edward 
Pocock (late Prebend of Christ Church) to be a 
man of a very ingenuous and peaceable conver- 
Bation. excellently learned in the Oriental Ian- 
guages ; and considering that there is no power 
or trust of government going along with the He- 
brew and Arabic lectures in this University ; that 
the stipend of both is but a very small mainte- 
nance, and (should they be put into several hands) 
DO way competent for a learned man ; that he is 
able (above any we have heard of) to discharge 
them both, as having travelled abroad, and been 
trained up, for many years, in the midst of those 
|»ngues and nations ; that be bath been very use- 
ful 
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ful here, ajid a great omameat to this University 
where we uoderstaod he desires stilly in ali peace- 
able luaimer, t^ Qoatkne to serve this state, and 
bift owQ; country^ iti this eoaployHient : 

We therefore humbly pray, that oqI of that 
leal you bear to the advancement of learning 
(this part especially, so useful in itself and 
so geaerally this day promoted in these wes- 
tern HatkiDs) and as an act of your favour 
and eteflfiency, you will be pleaeed to sus« 
l^eod th^ execution of the late vote as to ib» 
Arabic lecture, at least, till such time as you 
sl^ll be proWded of some other person, who 
ki regard of his abilities, shall be thought fit 
to succeed in that place with satisfaction to 
the University. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray. 

i.Wi[lk\m,Wardcn<^ff^adh» Dan. Greenwood, Ftce-eo*. 

Jodiua Crosse, £L. D. Oxon 

Gea. Marshall, N. C. C. Paul Hood, Rector C. L. 

Tho. Owen, Sen. Proc. Edm. Staunton, C. C. C Presi. 

Henry Cornish. Ger. Langbaine, Pr. ofQ,u.CoU, 

kalph Bulton. Robt. Harris, Prt^t. Trm. 

John Wallis. Phil. Stephens, Proe. Jun» 

Tho. Smith. John Milwash. 

Joshua North. Robt. Hancock. 

Fra. Howell. C. Rogers, Prin. New-Inn HaU» 

Besides these were subscribed the names of 
thirty- eight Masters of Arts, and Bachelors of 

S Law. 
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Law. The rieader will observe, that among the 
principal subscribers there were but two of the 
old stamp, viz. Dr. Hood, Rector of Lincoln Col- 
lege, and Dr. Langbaine, of Queen's; the rest 
being, I think, except the two proctors, intruders 
into the places of ejected loyalists. Nor was it 
to be wondered at, that so many new men should 
join in this petition, considering how great a re- 
proach it would be upon their friends the regula- 
tors, and in some sort, upon themselves, to re- 
move a man of such eminence for learning and 
piety from such places as nobody was found suf- 
ficiently qualified to supply. Indeed, some en- 
deavours had. been made use of to prevent this 
reproach by procuring a proper successor to Mr. 
Pocock ; but they proved ineffectual. It appears . 
from a letter written about this time by one of his 
Oxford friends, that Manasseh Ben Israel had 
been desired to send over a learned Jew of bis 
acquaintance in Holland; but that Jew being 
latelv turned Christian, was more inclined to ac- 
cept of an offer be had from some Protestants in 
France, and Manasseh, being offended at his con- 
version, would not concern himself any farther 
with him. Christianus Ravius also, who came 
into England about two years before, in hopes 
that the Godly Parliament, as he called it in a 
letter to Mr. Pocock, wo^uld do great things for 
bim, was long encouraged by the committee, to 

expect 
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expect tbeir favoar. Aod, indeed, as Mn Greaves 
gave account of the matter, he often seemed not 
unwilling to accept the preferments of one, that, 
as has been observed already, was formerly very 
kind and helpful to him. But the representations 
that were made to Ravius by several of Mr. Po- 
cock's friends in London, particularly by Mr. 
Selden, in whom, Ravius placed great confidence^ 
and by Archbishop Usher (who had given this 
man a salary * of twenty-four pounds a year, for 
the encouragement of his studies while he was in 
the East) withheld him, I believe^ from being 
guilty of a thing so infamous and ungrateful. 
Possibly also the Committee itself might have seen 
so much into Ravius's indiscretions as to think he 
would, notwithstanding his knowledge of the lan- 
guages, do no credit, in the main, to their nomi* 
nation. For, as he set out at first for the East, 
without the caution , which common prudence 
would have suggested, so he seems all along to 
have acted after a weak and ridiculous manner 
Mr. John Greaves, in a letter to Mr. Pocock 
about the year 1645 or 1646, discovers the notion 
they both had of him, and supplies us with a 
pleasant instance of his injudicious and trifling 
conduct '* I send you,'' says he, " these pa- 

* Archbishop UsUer's Letters, published by Dr. Parr, 
Num. 304. 

" pers 
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/* pcrs. (which I have lately received ftom Mn 
" RavUis) for yoinr perusal ; 1 have not been so 
^^ merry since these sad distractions ai^ upon 
'< reading of these, apd how much mirth, think 
^^ you, shall I have when he shall bless tfi^ wovld 
^^ with the rest, as he promises? If I have 
" laught (yet with some kind of pity of the man) 
** at his Persian, how much more will you smile 
" at his Persian and Arabic? A little before I 
" received a letter from him by the hands of an 
" honourable friend of yours, in which he writ, 
" that he liad dedicated a book to me ; the first 
" noise of it almost put me into a cold sweat, but 
*' after that I found it was dedicated to no less 
** than six score besides myself, and that you and 
** your friend were in the number, I recovered 
^' myself and grew warm again. He is now at 
** Leyden^ where, when I see him, I shall give 
'^ him the best counsel I can, and adfise him to 
^^ make his follies less public/^ Upon the whol^ 
nobody being found of any tolerable abilities for 
the discharge of the Arabic and Hebrew lectures, 
the Committee for regulating the Universities, up* 
on the petition before-mentioned, with so many, 
fevoiirite hands to it, and doubtless, strongly se* 
cooded by Mr. Selden, was contented to suspend 
the execution of their vote against Mr. Pocock. 
I cannot certainly fix the date of that petition, 
but conclude that it was in the month of Decem* 

ber. 
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ben For Mr. Samuel Clarke, Dec. 30, answered 
one of Mr. Pocock's, which acquainted him with 
the petitioQ, and the hopes of success therefrom, 
though he had heard of both before from another 
hand. " I was very glad," says that learned 
perscHi, " of the news, both on behalf of tlie 
University, that now they begin to be sensible 
of their loss, when they suffer themselves to be 
deprived of their worthiest members, and 
something too on your behalf, that you have 
some hopes left Of preserving a plank out of 
tiiis your shipwreck." To conclude this a&ir^ 
Mr. Pocock enjoyed both these places without any 
disturbance, that I can meet with any account <dp 
taking a chamber in Baliol College, for his resi- 
deoce, when obliged to be iti Oxford. 

Though the troubles he had tbos been in for 
several years together were a sufficient employ*- 
ment for bis thoughts, they did not diiKx>urage 
him, lK)wever, from going on at the same time^ 
with a learned work, which was published at Ox- 
fyfd in the latter end of the year 1649^ This waft 
his Specimen Historian Arabum, contaimng a short 
discourse in Arabic, with his Latin translation <»f 
it, and his large and very useful notes on it Th« 
discourse itself is taken out of the general history 
of Gregorius Abul-Farajius, being his introduc- 
tion to his ninth dynasty (for into ten dynasties 
that author divided his work) where, being about 

to 
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to treat of the empire of the Saracens, or Ara-^ 
bianS) he gives a compendious account of that 
people before Mahomet, as also of that impostor 
himself, a^d the new religion . introduced by him, 
and of the several sects into which it was divided* 
And Mr. Pocock's notes on this discourse are a 
collection of iL g^eat variety of things, relating to 
those matters, out of more than an hundred 
Arabic manuscripts, a catalogue of which he adds 
in the end of his book. 

To' give a brief account of some of the chief 
things contained in these notes : having shewn in 
them, for what reasons those people were tailed 
Arabians and Saracens, he first sets down some of 
the most considerable matters, that were to be met 
Tvith concerning their most ancient tribes; and 
then proceeding to those times, the history of 
which is of greater certainty, he notes the several 
kingdoms into which they had been divided ; men- 
tioning the kings in each that were any way fa- 
mous, and the particular transactions, for which 
they were remarkable. Coming to treat of the 
customs both of those Arabians, which led a wan- 
dering life, moving from place to place, as op- 
portunities of pasturage or rapine invited them, 
and of those who had settled habitations in viU 
luges and towns, he begins with a pretty large ac- 
count of their gods, and idolatrous worship, parti*- 
cularly of their Caaba, or temple at Mecca, of Jthc 

black 
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black istone in one of the corners of it, which had^ 
so much veneration/ and of some other things 
taken afterwards by Mahomet, as these two were, 
into his new religion. And then he proceeds ta 
the learning they had amongst them in those days, 
which was chiefly made up of skill in their own ' 
language, poetry, oratory, and some knowledge of 
the stars. ' Under these last heads he treats of 
the dialect of Hamyar, long since lost, which he 
guesses, from a few words of it, yet remaining, to 
have had a much nearer agreement with the He«* 
brew language, at least with Syriack, than the 
dialect of the Korashites, which still continues. 
He shews the vast extent of this tongue, which is, 
indeed, to be wondered at, since letters were but 
of very late use amongst them ; being, as he ob- 
serves, first invented by Moramer, the son of 
Morra, a few years before Mahomet. But the 
preservation of it, as also of their ancient history, 
he believes to be the effect of their poetry. For it 
was a custom amongst tbem, for many ages, to 
throw all remarkable things into verses, which 
being carefully learnt, supplied the place of books. 
Of their oratory, he shews they had a great 
opinion, and, indeed, notwithstanding their want 
of letters, it was not contemptible. For some of 
then), by much practice, would arrive at such a 
way of making speeches, on any occasion of mo- 

nient, as was v<Nry prevailing with the people 

But 
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Bet as for tbeirskfll in Ifae stars, be obsenres, that 
k was not for any ends of useful knowledge, bat 
some soperstkious and foolish purposes. For, as 
Ibe Cbakle^ns introduced a way of divining by the 
planets, so the Arabians asid ladiane pretended tA 
do the like by the fixed stars. 

The things already mentioned, and more whidi 
are omitted, relate to the Arabians in their state 
of ignorance ; for so they call the times before 
Mahomet. Mr. Pocock's next work, in these 
notes, is, to give some account of that impostor, 
whose true name was Mohammed, and of the 
mighty change which he made in the opinions and 
itfairs of that people. Keeping, therefore, to the 
text of Abttl'Farajius, be from thence takes occa- 
sion to speak of the feigned pn^hecy concerning 
his birth ; the genealogy from Ishmael ; the time 
^hen he was born ; the death of Abdallab bis &- 
ther ; his marriage with Chadijab, and the speech 
of Abu Taleb, his uncle, on that occasion ; bis 
flight from Mecca to Medina; bis changing the 
Keblah, or directing tbe face in prayer from Jeru- 
salem to the Caaba : the institution of the fast in 
tbe month Ramadan^- his sickness, dearth, and bin 
mi: Having thus considered the principal pas^ 
aages of Mahomet's life, and remarked scmie of 
4bose things which are said concerning bis many 
wives, and his daughter Pbatema, he shews bow 
tome of his followers have atteaopted to justify the 

new 
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new reygion he established, both from the testi- 
mony of Holy Scripture, and pretences to several 
miiiacles, especially that, which the false prophet 
himself would have to be esteemed the greatest 
miracle of all, the inimitable elegancy of his Al- 
coran, He explains the nature of that school di- 
vinity, which hath been in great request amongst 
them, as also of that knowledge or skill in deter^ 
milling controversies about right and wrong, which 
gives the highest reputation of learning to them, 
that arrive at perfection in it, and hath some re- 
seol^blance, he says; to the study amongst us of the 
civil and canon laws. After a short view of th($ 
chief points of their religion, which have been 
subject to controversy, he hath a great deal con^ 
ceming the most famous of their many sects. Fori 
according to a pretended prophecy of Mahome^ 
they reckon up no less than seventy-three. * And 
from the many instances he produces, of the 
opinions held by. the most considerable of thes'e^ 
in opposition to one another, it is manifest, that 
the disputes about the .divine attributes, predeter- 
mination, God's decrees, and some other points, 
have been tnan&ged with the same warmth, and 
indeed nicety, amiong them, as they have been 
among some Christians. But that the Mahometan 
feitb might be known, amidst the different senti^^ 
ments of the several parties, he sets down, out of 
AUGazalius, a long con£M^ of that ivhich is 
VOL. x/ h , held 
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faiold for oilliodax^ in the original Aialnc, wftlvlus 
own Lattn trtmlation of it He gives particulur 
aiCfionnts of tbn four persons of greatest Sam^ 
amongst tberA, for knowledge in their laws,, each 
cit'Xkbtn ^Wng name to a distinct sect^ or school, 
of (hose that study tbem ; be sbews what • th^r 
iVssoniMih or tradition is, arid the authority it is of 
amongst them. He expliuns tbe five fbndamental 
duties, which they are especially obliged to, being 
cleanliness in several parts of their bodies, and 
doathing) prayers, alms, fiEisting, and going in pil« 
grimage to Mecca. And under tbia last duty of 
pilgrimage, he mentions those rites of i^ vbiidi 
were required, tbey say, as instances of tbc^r obe* 
dieoci^ without having in them any moml good«- 
nesi ; suph as their running seven thnes between 
Safa and Marwah ; their going as oReu Fwnd 
the Caaba, and their throwing stones into tbe 
vfilley of Mena. He speaks of their obs^nratioA 
of Fridayi and of that rest they think titieooselves 
obliged to on it ; a» also of circumcision, as it is 
used among them* Finally, he explains several 
ancient customs of tbe Arabians^ forbidden by 
Mahomet, as unworthy tho religion he establishtd^ 
though he retained many that are not less rldicur 
lous« 

And as he has thus g^ven, in thwe notes, a lar^ 
t^:connt of tbe true opinions of the Mabometaoa ; 
^o :he bes.taken cwre^ upon proper occasions, to do 

thfin 
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thm ju9tke|. by imdiMtkig Uieia iro» Md< 
ttjiig9> as^ have been fitftened oo tbem, wUmit 
sufficient ground ; as partkularly that cliafg^ of 
idolatry, brought against them by Eutbymius, and 
aame <^er Greek writers ; and also tboee ttori^ 
that are cur reat in jtbese Weetem parts^ o£ the ea«^ 
pectation they are under, of the return of Metf 
hornet ; of hk bod]^s being put into a& iron cbest^ 
and suspended by a loadstone; and of the do?c^ 
that was taught by him to fty to his etf ^ 

Bendes the things already observed, he hasi 
in these notes, many oritical remarks, of gneat 
ose to those that study the Arab tongue: and he 
has also taken occasion to insert, in several placet, 
some curious things, which the authot, he ex* 
jdainetf, did not directly lead him to^ Thus be 
^?es a description of Mecca,^ out of Sharifol 
Edresi ; he shews what the superstition of Sabii 
was, which, as Moimonides obsenres, had spread 
itself Over the greatest part of the world* He 
gives an account of the Magi, who were vary nu« 
merons, not only in Persia, and India, but ki 
Arabia too, thinking it probaUe, that those were 
of this^ last country, who came into Judea t^ wor^ 
ship our Saviour. He has a short discourse out 
of an* Arabian physician, concerning the power of 
some kinds of food, to change the temper and dis« 
position of those that eat them. He also consi« 
dera the state of learning amongst tiie latter 

L 9 Arabian?^ 
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Arabiato, as it bad been advanced, first, by Aba 
Jaafar Alflaansoi*^ and afterwards by Almamoo^ 
and some, following Emperors. And be seems tQ 
agree with Sir Henry SavU, in the opinion he 
quotes him for, that the progress made by them 
in ingenious studies, was. so greats that they hardly 
came behind the Greeks themselves. 

This book he dedicated to his great patron, Mr. 
Selden, who had so much obliged him]; not, in* 
deed, by an epistle for that purpose, but by a de? 
clairation at the end of the preface, '^ that the fol- 
*^_ lowing work was designed by him, to be a token 
^[ of his observance and gratitude.'* And this 
way he chose, as he told him in a private letter, 
in compliance with the custom of Arabian wri- 
ters, who have no other way of dedicatiiM^, that 
ever he could observe amongst thetn : and an in-> 
stance he gave in Kamus, a famous Arabic (}ic- 
tionary, which was dedicated in this manner, by 
the author of it, to the honour of Ismael, a King 
of those times, wherein be wrote. Mr. Selden, 
upon reading the book, was, I find, extren^ely 
pleased with it : and what reception it met with, 
amongst other learned men, is manifest from the 
frequent use hath been made of it, and the g^eat 
things have been said *of it. It was, indeed, gene- 
rally considered by them, as a convincing proof, 
of what Mr. Pocock asserts in the preface to it, 
^' that the « Arab tongue contains such riches, in 

"every 
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^' every kind of learning, as have not yet beed dis* 
'' covered to the Western, parte of the world*'* 
^od that this work was oot of the natore of thotfe 
dbcouraes^ the novelty of which entertains for a 
^letime, and ttim they are laid by and §ofr 
gotten, appears by the general erteem it sUUhas^ 
now^ after so maiiy years, and th6 ix>itomendations 
that am^ constantly given it* by. almost all that 
are any wfiy conversant in Oriental learning. 

Soon after he Imd finished this work, he b^afti 
to prepare another v^ useful book for the' press. ' 
And also, in the year 1652, by the importunity of 
Jilr.Seiden, he began to undertake the faransktioii 
of a forge Hi^rioal Discourse ; and in the very 
same year began to lend hiai hand to one of the 
noblest designs that ever was executed for. the ad- 
vancement of religion and learning, the Pdly^ott 
Bible; bu^ he received great, and long interrupt 

tions in all these glorious projects, by new troubles' 

• » 

* Dr. Pocofck^g- Specimen Hist. Arab, is a most accurate 
and judicious collection. Dr. Prideaux, late Dean of Nor- 
wich, in his Life of Mahomet, p. 19O. Clarissiraus PocQpkius 
in Specirame Hist. Arab, quo nemo carere potest,cuiLiteraB 
ArabiciB in D«Udis sunt. Adrianus Relandus de Religione 
Mohammedica, p. S6. Ultrajecti, a.i>. 1705. Specimen 
Hist. Arab. Opus vere a^reum, CI. Pocockii studio elabp« 
ratum. Dignus est hie Liber qui saspi us legatur; est enim 
quasi' clavis ad quoscunque Autores Arabicos intelligendos 
perqujam necessaria. Sim. Okleii Introductio ad ^Lingu* 
>Orientales, p. 147* Cantabrig. a* d. i70^« 

' that 
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tfaat^befel 4iirli| befiMre he had itiiiiihefl any oae Of 
tUrai. And though these tooAt thrir me a eoDsi- 
itemble time after he- embarked in die dfeiigas 
libiBiv^-aieRttMed ; yet to pre?en« fhsquent' iiveab 
iti the thtfead^of our narmtiye, it^eems b^tto j^ve 
the !dM«il of Hme imitations htove at once. 

iiehad'iUrcauisrloift ib^ profiiable part of hii 
|»itfer«ient in the Uni^iemty, relaintRg oMy lia^ 
the advantageGi of whiob did not equfd the bur- 
tttfXki and now the utmoet endeavours wereteade 
qm of, to de{irive htei ai6o of his beoefioe i»f 
ChfMiy. indeed, though all that he had, both m 
the Unit«Fsity aiidt the coawtry, hekrre hiis ca- 
9diify was t^tceq from him, waa no^extraardinaiy 
encouragement • #nr a person Df fak umponHMQ 
merits whose studies too oc^radioned gri^tt '^itpeme, 
and nvtiose family begaq to be numerous; the 
state of affairs, at thi|t time, Mmld in no wise 
sufibr him to hope, that he should be nble to Ifeep 
^e whole. At the beginning, therefore, of his 
concern with the visitors, 1 find he had entertainer) 
thoughts of lessening the envy of bis peefermentsi 
by resigning his parsonage, hoping, by that xneans^ 
to secure the enjpyment of what bp had in Oxfqrd. 
Snt the representatfons made to him by Mr. John 
Qreaves, and some other of bis friends, then in 
]^ndon» prevailed with him tp lay aside that d&- 
sign. IPor it was manifest to them, timt a ifim cf 
\aB principles^ iriiatefer hp should |Mut with, 

§ woul4 
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wouM be.atiH <:oturid6Eed^ as^boe tllatwfi^ fit to 
M^ uifxe, *evien>4ttU he should be irtlerly. mined 
iftid yftd(Ki6. And itiLtio-loiig Imm aftsp, he was 
ftitly «^viti€!6d ctf the imh Jidf iiwbat Iw.friendt 
then suggested. Tot this km iof bisufciiBimrgr af 
C^rist^Ghtirdb^ ' wks jsd ftV^frdm HdtiiQridg^l^e Jhea 
of tfleliMed, tilat k gav^.th^ofr^ncourligeiiidot te 
hope, that his good parsonage would ho w^sdso iie^ 
e'Oii^ tn'Msy pM*^." ' • "- ' '^' 

^btt4i6^a)tgbt' be dUfpo«^s£(e(d of th^ ^oce^ ill 
p6of^4i[ W pcimh w^e Wm^oyed to ^s^)$^>k& 
krid^todn ^dMilinH^tb the (Aitilmistoioiioit^ ^ 
pointed by Oliver- Ci^ifiW«tl^ fyr^tiag^f i^ 
ttOrabt^ 'MaMdaloul^, itli^ffidetit, mA He^g^t ini- 

HAffi of tiikt fi^i4^ j^ ^iild v^ fiitvch wondei'^ 
bovir 4t t&^9 te ]fM)59lble'for tho^ tj^ttcted by it; 
to bring in question a man of such eminent piety^ 
learning and idiligehce. Dr. B^ian Waltra, 4dien 
writing to Mr. Pocock concerning the, gueat work 
at that time under his direction, says, '^ I have 
'^ heard lately (which I should vTonder at, if any 
^' thing in these time® were to bfe woddened at) 
'^ that some malicious persons tt^iible you Upon 
tiie ordinanee for ejectkig of mkiisters* ^ It it be 
true," adds fae^ ^' I hope God mil deliver you 
^ from u}fifreajk3»nable and jaibsurd men/' But a 

* Tbil Act w^m^de, Angust 28, l€5*, 
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grwt ptrt of tbe Commissioaers haviog nbGmtB 
of things very different from those of other peoj^e, 
they readily admitted the nine following artide% 
as a charge against him» whichweres^ed by 
arhomas Bush,, and one Fisher. 
. 1. That he Ijad frequently made ^se of tho 
idolatrous Common Prayer-booky as he perfoi^iqd 
Divine Service. 

2. That he was disaffected to. tbe present powei; 
; : ^ That he had no regard to Thanksgiving- 
Day»^ and tl«^e of Humiliation, appointed by 
Parliament; but, on the cbotrary) had often 
pcayed for the/ destruction of it. 

4. That .^ icer^n person, who preached for 
him, declared in the pulpit, when he was present, 
that there were some in the nation, who had puUed 
down tiie King^ to make themselves steps to climb 
higher. 

5. That h6, and several that officiated for him, 
did rail at prctfessors in their isermons. ' 

6. That he had been negligent in examining 
those that came to the Lord's Table. 

7* That he had countenanced the pro&nation 
of the Lord's Day. 

8. That he had refused to suffer some godly 
men to preach in his pulpit And, 

9. That he had no]|;^rQad the Ordinance for, the 
Observation of the Sabbath. 

^ Being summoned to give in his answers to the 

particulars 
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pMtkulftrs Qf this accusatioa, he appoared at 
AbingtoOy the place appointed for it, and very 
aubmissively deliwred to the Commissioners, his 
^eocQii^iofit every artide.. The sum of which 
Tfa^thjn:. first, a^ to an idolatrous Common Prayer* 
hooki he, declared, that he knew no such thing : 
but if .^ey .m^nt that whifcib wns once established 
as. the Liturgy of the Church of England, it 
seemed strange to him> he said, to (erm . that 
iddatrous, and thereby to accuse of idolatry, aH 

the Protestants since the Refornoation. Of that 

• • ... 

Liturj^y^tpOy.be denied Jhat he. bad made any use, 
coojtrary to the late act for taking it away. . The 
s^cqp^ ^nd third articles, be said, contained things 
that were false > he having discovered no dissatis* 
faction under the presept Government, since it 
was in being ; nevQr prayed for the destructiop of 
any, and taken due care for public service in his 
Church, on those days, appointed by authority, 
for Thanksgiving and Humiliation. As for .those 
words in the fourth article, pretended to . have 
been spoken in his pujpit, be had examined, he 
said, some of the most constant bearers of ser- 
mons in his parish, and they could remember no 
such passage : byt if any thing of that kind had 
been deUvered there, he that spoke^ it, he thought, 
was accountable for it, and not he. Of the rail* 
ing, mentioned in tbe fifth article, he might boldly 
assert, he said, that no pulpit in the whole nation 

had 
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bad been more free from tiiat imputation^ <thfliii 
bb ; he bad ne?er spoken flgattut any thii^in dtaft 
place, bat sin ; but he understood)<uideed^i<<li«tvhe 
bad been acoased, on duit account, it 1^^:^^, 
having preached about jo&t and upr^bt dbiAbi^ 
80on after Thomas Bu^, dne of these MbnhUfBi 
bad fraudulently removed a land-nMr k on wtiM 
of his ground; a great ivay from its fdace, the saki 
Bush had' ciensured him for venting Ins malice iii 
the pulpit, though, at the same time, M^hen heihus 
preached, he knew nothing of that encroachment, 
bis servant having not yet acquainted him with it: 
He might, be said too, be, perhaps, in like manner, 
<^fensive in some other of his sermons ; for having 
often preached against leia'dness iand wfaortdom, 
the same person might call it railing, as knowing 
what was publicly objected to him^ by a certain 
woman, of his lewd behaviour towards her. And 
the other informer might, for the like reason, be 
as much offended also at some of bis discourses 
against proianeness and drunkenness. As to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it was well 
inown, he said, by all that frequented his Church, 
to which his accusers never came, that before it 
was celebrated, the doctrine of it was in the 
plainest manner duly opened ; people warned of 
the duty and danger, and earnestly exhorted to 
Idok to their preparations ; and that some, whom 
be fehougbt uDfity were put back* Any profena* 

tion 
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lioo of the Lonfs Day, he told them, he was.90 £atr 
ftotm eOontenaiiciDg^ that, accordii^ to his p<ywer, 
iie had laboured to prevent it it was koowo^ ha 
iMid, how often he had called on the people of hb 
faiish, at leaat, to send their children and their 
servants to he cateclnzed ; how often he had sent 
the clerk out of the Chureh^ after their children, 
iMdei^eii gone ^himself to them* And that the 
ioHcers were tobe bbtmed for not doing that by 
&dr aothority, which he could ndt by his per- 
suasions. He added too^ .that he had been in* 
-fiRtned, by persons of good credit, that the chil* 
dren of the informer, Thomas Bush, bad been 
lihiefly guilty of such profanation; that on the 
)ast I^ord*^ Day, since this complaint was made, a 
aon of the said Bush had m&de » noise in time of 
reading (he Scriptures, to the disturbance of the 
eongregatioQ ; and that the other accusant, being 
Churchwarden, had been complained to of 
people's playing on that day, and yet would take 
no care to restraki them. As for his prohibiting 
-Igodly men to preach in his Church, he owned, in-^ 
deed, that he bad once refused a man, whom tlie 
informer. Bush, had brought thither for that pur- ' 
pose, preacbmg at the same time himsel£ And 
this, he said, he would neither deny nor be 
ashamed of, when thp thing should be examined 
by them, to whom such ntatters belonged, finally, 

|be iast article, abput the ordinance fot the Obser- 
vation 
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vatioQ of the Lord's Day, be declared to be fala^ 
it being well Jcnown, be said, .that be bad read it. 
And then having assured tbem, that the .answer 
he bad thus made to the several things be had been 
.charged with, was true, he desired the Commit- 
sioners, that, they i^^ould be pleased to questiosi 
,him on such things alone, as were, proper, foi; their 
cognizance, according to their commissicm, leav- 
ing the pther to such courts, as they belonged to; 
and also, that they would make the persons, who^ 
as it was pretended, should come and .witness 
against him, well to be advised of, and to under- 
stand, what they were to swear to. 

After this answer had been put in, it was con- 
cluded, by several of Mr. Pocock's friends, that 
the prosecution against him would cease. But 
they were mistaken in tlie matter : for on Fe^ 
bruary IS, .1654, seven or eight witnesses ap- 
peared before the Coiumissiouers at Abington, to 
prove the several articles against him. 

To make out the first article, several of thefn 
deposed, that he had used part of the Common 
Prayer; for he commonly, they said, began Di- 
vine Service with these words. Almighty and most 
merciful Father. One of them added, that he 
had made use of a part of it at a burial. Another, 
that, on Easter-Day last, he had administered the 
Sacrament in the old way. And a third, that a 
little after those words, Almighty and most mer- 
ciful 



X>K. EDWARD POCOCK. 157 

^ful Fitther, fae bad said, Praise ;e ti^ Lord. A 
fourth charged him with saying the ti^hole Confes- 
sion. And a fifth, with repeating the Absolutiod, 
or the substance of it. 

Fot the proof of the second article, two or three 
of them testified, that some persons whom he had 
entertained, and some that officiated for him, had 
been disaffected to the present power. And as for 
Mr* Pocock himself, one of them declared, that 
about tfie time of Naseby fight, he prayed for the 
shattering and destroying of those, that rose up in 
arms against the King, and that he* had never 
heard him ^pray for the Parliament, or any of 
their forces. Another swore, that though he could 
not remember the, particular expressions, he was 
very well satisfied, that Mr. Pocock did rail at the 
government ; for which reason, he had long with- 
drawn himself from hearing him. And another 
zealot deposed, that upon a fast-day, appointed 
about the beginning of the war, he had prayed, 
that the Lord would scatter, discomfit, and de- 
stroy all those that rose up against his Majesty ; 
which was the cause, he said, that he then forsool^ 
his ministry, haviug no freedom, or comfort, to 
hear him afterward. 

To the third article, about HumiliatioQ and 
Thanksgiving Days, appointed by the Parliament, 
several of them testified, that. he was commonly 
absent pn them ; and that it was a kind of proverb 

in 
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ill the parish^ at such times, that now Mr. Pocoek" 
was either sick or at Oxford. Some of them also^ 
added> that he, and those that officiated for him on 
such days, said so little of the nature df ihenip 
that when the service was over, the people knew 
nothing of the matter. 

Of the words in the fourth article, said to be* 
spoken in Mr. Pocock's pulpit, no testimony was^ 
given, by more than one person; and he could 
neither name the man that spake tbem^ nor as^ 
sign the time when. 

As for railing against professors, the charge in 
the fifth article, one of them testified, that one Mr. 
Yeels, a^ he preached for Mr^ Pocock, about four 
years before, was guilty of it ; because he warned 
them, as this deponent said, not to come into the 
yards of such as did not come to the public mi*- 
nistry. Another deposed, that one Mr. Hall bad 
railed much against professors, and the people of 
the nation, for not helping the King out c€ his* 
bonds : as also, that he had these worda in one o§ 
his sermons : mark these fellows : they have btbleti- 
iin their tables, but whips behind their doors ; 
they lead silly women captive, who i^-e still learn* 
ing, yet never attain tp knowledge of the troth. 
However, most of them declared, that they could 
net charge Mr. Pocock himself in. this matter. Only 
one of them said, that he had ^ven faints to tb«t 
puipose ; and another,, that be had called profess 

8or& 
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BQTSf $ch]Mm9Ak», s0{mraJ&ta» fttid decAmrs ; mean- 
tag, fts this deponent fipprehended, such as did not 
coxm to bear him^ « 

To„ the si^tb article, QiK)ut his not examining 
peopte before the Sac^ment, several deposed, that 
they never knew him practise it. One of them^ 
notwithstanding, acknowledged, that one peison 
ha4 been put back. But then this deponent and 
anothev declaned, that he had admitted snch a& 
were railers agiainst professors, calling them round- 
heads, and saying they would cut their throats. 

About His countenancii^ the profanation of the 
Ijord's Day, in the seventh article, some of them 
^ebred, *^ they cotild not assert any such dung;" 
others said, thai *^ he had not reproved thc»e thsU: 
were guttty of it." But one of them could not but 
oonfess the contrary, and that *^ when people were 
•* playing in the church-yard, Mr. Pococfchad 
" gone forth to oall them in to Catechism." 

That he had denied to. some godly men the 
liberty of preaching in hb pulpily according to the 
eighth article, they endeavourodto make out, by 
instancing in one Mr. Pendarves, to whom Mr.^ 
Pocoek would not give leave, a wandering Ana- 
baptist preacbei:, author of a book called Arraws^ 
f^mmt BMyim^* They also named one Mr. 
Ste«d ; but he was not, as some of them acknow- 

4 

 Vid. Ath€n, Oxon. Vol. IL p. 127. 

ledged, 
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ledged; refused by Mr. Pocock, who was absent 
but by those who had the care of his affairs at 
Cbildry, when this Steed came to pr^ch there. 

The ninth and last article, that he had not read 
the ordinance for the observation of the Sabbath; 
appeared to be perfectly 'groundless ; all that either 
of th^ii could say about it being, -that, ^^ four or 
'^ five years before, the book had been carried to 
^^ Mr. Pocock in the midst of Divine Service, and 
^' that he thereupon said, it should have been 
^^ brought to him at home, and that he could not 
" then tell whether he should read it or no.'' 

Hiis is the sum of what those zealous and for- 
ward witnesses deposed against Mr. Pocock, afteir 
a diligent inquiry into every passage of his life. 
And amongst the things they thus testified, as 
some were really tb his honour, in the opinion of 
all good men:; so others were much misrepre- 
sented, and others notoriously false. The same 
witnesses too being, on his demand, examined, ac- 
cording to custom, on some interrogatories on his 
behalf, notwithstanding all their malice, and the 
little. regard they had for truth, could not but own, 
'^ that for bis life and conversation, they had^nb- 
" thing to rfiarge him with.'* And one of the 
most^spit^ful of them all was even forced to de* 
clare, that " he believed him to be as civil a man, 
" as went upon the ground." But innocence and 
|(oodness are not a sufficient fence against the rage 

of 



^ evil* men; some of these wknesiiesy therefore, 
having made such steps towards his ruin, took 
what further measures they could^ thoroughly to 
effect it ; aud, for that purpose, sooa after, they 
presented a paper to the Commissioners, a trufe 
copy of which I shall here add. For though iMicfa 
a mixture of ignorance, malice, and enthusiasm, 
may prove an exercise of^ the reader's patience, it 
will give him, however, some idea df the sad fruits 
of those wretched times, and of the insults which 

the best of men wer$ then exposed to. 

« 

** An Answer to the reproachful Declaration^ put 
'* into the Court of Godly Commissioners^ by 
** Mr. Pococky at Abington, with a Proposal of 
our Desires to be granted by the Commis* 
sioners. . 






** First, He doth declare the godly actions of 
^^ those magistrates, in former days, compelling 
" the Common-prayer to be used, to draw the 
*^ nation from that gross idolatry they were then 
" under. But it had been a more glorious work, 
'* if they bad proved faithful to Jesus Christ, if 
*' they bad thrown down the traditions of men, 
'' rudiments of the idolatrous world, which is not 
^ after Christ the Head of the Church, as it hath 
f pleased God our magistrates have done at this 
^ time, being found in the Mass Book. And that 
f* it was a literal service, in the room of spiritual 
yor. I. - M ** service. 
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" service, which is only acceptable to (he Fatber*f 
•' aiid suth a worship, and such worshippers, tha? 
•* oflfer t»p spiritual sacrifices, which are accepta- 
" We to the Lord Jesus Christ Therefore it wasr 
* roted down five years since, being manifest it 
^' was the great idol of the nation, and not divme, 
" but merely hQiaam And it is manifest in the 
^' holy Scriptures, to set up their posts by the 
" Lord's, is idolatry. His Highness, with his 
" Counsel, hath ordained this Court, therefore, to 
^^ remove from their place all such Ministers, asr 
^^ shall at any time make use of this Service, aftec 
•" January last was twelvemonth. 

*^ Secondfy, H6 bath reproached those that have 
^^ testified their knowledge of him, from good ex- 
" perience they have had of him, ever since he 
'^ came to Childry ; to render them and their tes- 
^' timony to this Court ridiculous and odious. 
'' But it is manifest Satan bad instruments in his 
'^ hand^ to reproach Jesus Christ, who is the only 
'/ way, the truth, and the life ; ami by the learned 
^' Clergy accounted a deceiver^ and used all 
^^ means possible to delude the world after his suf- 
" fering, that he rose not again the third day; 
^^ although the Almighty hand was signally seen, 
^' in striking their strict watch they set as dead 
*^ men, and rolled the stone from the sepulchre, 
^' and raised htm up by his Almighty power the 
f* third day, according to the Scripture. Yet after 

6 "they 
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^ they knew the torutb, they gave the iwldiert 
double moneys ta report he was stolen away^ 
and the world believed the report, but they 
could not deceive the elect by it If Satan, 
*^ that old enemy, can reproach the Head, it is no 
*^ noarvel if he raise all manner of reproaches on 
**^ his poor coQteniptible seirants, whom the Lord 
^ Jesus hath chosen out of the world ; yet we 
huFmbly conceive it our duty, with all the people 
x)f Gbd, both to the Lord Jesus Christ, to our 
godly Magistrates, and to this Court, to give in 
our knowledge, and testimony, of any truth we 
know against public Ministers, Who, from our 
^^ experience, are disaffected to the reformatioa 
'* the Lord hath wrought> with their disaffection 
'^ to the reformers, find also their envy to all those 
" that are made willing, by the day of God's 
'^ power, to be reformed. And to this end also, 
which is not the least, that the common enemy 
may not still be encouraged and strengthened 
against his highness, his counsel, and army; 
whom the Lord hath the only instruments in 
^^ his hands to subdue the common enemy in the 
^* three nations, and a wall of defence to preservf 
^* the godly, from the fury and rage of the mall- 
^' cious, wicked world, which knows not them, be- 
<' cause they know not him, who alone is their 
^^ Prince and Saviour, whpse voice they know and 
^' follow, ajid know not the voice of strangers.; 

MS ** therefore 
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^ theT€£(xeAhey bate them, tte more. And^&f- 

V tbar, (wt could aiiswereU the parlici^rs. cast onr 

V u3, thaid we his €Dpy,.a»d could declare what 
personis Satan madfi nsfi of in the business; we 
€Ould tdl you.of.all those. that stand for him, 
hpw they erc.affeoted, jaiid. speak trutb frons 

^ good experience, and of himself «bo ; but we 

V are. made to bate reviling for reviling, and would 
'^ have been site)»t $tt this time, b^ it be^^.^uf 
'* cau^e, • and : not troubled tbe Court; but we 
^^ conceive it a duty incumbemt upon usfFonx th6 
** Lord, being a work he hath wrought, to-'reforrar 
^^ the nation, according to truth and rightec»usness, 
*^ which he laboi^rs to darken, by reproaching us 
*^ to this Co^rt : yet, we are not ashamed of our 
" testimony and good affedtion to the work of the 
" Lord, committed to this Court, which we trust 
" they will perform. with zeal and faithfulness^ in 
" truth and righteousness, to the glory of God, 
^ and tbe reforming those weigh tjt things that con- 
*■ cerijs their trust, and well-being of the nation. 
*5 Also, we intreat this Court, to give us the same 
" lih(erty as he had, to cross-examine their wit- 
^ nesses, as he did ours* and himself and wit- 
" ne^ses exempt, the Court, in time of examiaa- 
*^.tion, .calling in one by one, tbe door being kept 
*f clpse, as- was for us, that one may not hear the 
" othjerV testimony, that truth may not go in con- 
^^ ^tempt^ and falsliood take place ; which is our 

" desires^ 
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^^ desires^ and bad rather any of our tongues 
*^ should cleave to the roof of our mouths, than 
y maintain any falshood or witness lies. But for 
^' fear of greatness, or favour, or the like, divers 
persons, oHhe forwardest actors, bath dissented 
with divers others, who engaged to clear the de- 
positions more fully, withdraws; seeing us in 
great contempt, and under threatenings ; and 
*^ 6thers will not come in, although summoned 
^* with your warrants, which have declared, that 
^^ his own child, last spring, was baptized with the 
Common-prayer, with godfathers and godmo 
thers, in the presence of four or five Ministers ; 
'^ and the Communions administered the last sum?- 
" mer, as it was twenty years ago. And his 
^* Curate, Mr. Whetstone, could not content him*- 
^' self to make use of it at home, but also at a 
^^ neighbouring toWn, and was indicted at the as^ 
** sizes for it ; the grand jury found the biU 
against him, and should have paid five pounds 
to ^the poor could lie be taken, and he bad been 
'^ taken^ bad not his house sbdtered him. Thus 
" it is clear, still they labour to uphold that which 
*' ^ God hath thrown down ; but it is the desires of 
*^ our sbuls, accorditrg to that good prayer hie left 
^ bis (&ciples for a^ direction, that bis kingdom 
** may come, and his will b& done on earth, as it 
** is in heaven, to the glory of the great Ood, and 
•<< our Lord Jesus Cfarist| to wbom be praise and 

** glory 
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^^ glory for ever and ever, and all nations come t^ 
" the knowledge of the truth, that they may be 
^^ saved^ and all anti* christian ways destroyedfji 
'' that are not found in the law and testimony^i 
^' which is our desires. 

R. HoAUE, R. Brookes, 
W- BuNGE, T. Bush, 

R. Hattoji,'* 

It may be proper here to observe; from some 
Scattered memorandums of Mr. Pocock's, that 
the two first of these subscribing professorsi, 
Brookes and Bush, had been used to deny and do? 
tain from him coi;n tithes. And there is yet ex- 
tant a bond, all of it written in Mr. Pocock's own 
hand, dated November 10, 1647, in which the sard 
Bush, together with one Alexander Filmore, both 
of the parish of Childry, do under their hands and 
seals, bind themselves to pay unto Mr. Pocock, 
their Rector, th^ harvest following^ nine sheaves 
of wheat, four cocks of barley, a oock and a half 
bf beans, and one cock of blue pease ; all which 
they bad detained the harvest last past. 

Thus, in return to Mr; Pocock's forbearance to^ 
wards Bush, after be had detained part of his 
tithes, did that ungrateful man, on thei iirsi oppor? 
tunity that offered, end^vour to deprive him of 
the whole. 

I do not find that Mr, Pocock look any other 

notice 
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potiee'of the answer above rehearsed, than only to 
procure an attested copy of it, frooi which, that 
which is here inserted bath been transcribed ; but 
Co their depositions against him, he delivered to 
^e commissioners, in a little time, a full answer in 
writing, introducing it with these humble desires, 
which, as he told them, he craved leave to offer to 
Chem. 

1 . " That what was formerly given in by him, 
^* by way of answer, might be reviewed and con- 
** sidered. 

Q. ^ That such things as concerned other per^ 

^' sons, were they true or false, mi^t not be 
** charged upon him. 

3. " That the testimonies of the witnesses pro- 
^' duced against him, might not be extended be- 
^' yond the letter of the ordinance ; it being a 
^ known and undoubted rule, that no penal laws 
** are to be extended beyond the strict letter of 
f^ them. And though such as are appointed judges 
'^ may, upon some occasions, as is usual, dispense 
^' with the rigour of such laws ; yet they ought 
" not, upon any occasion, to exceed or go be- 
^* yond the letter of them. 

4- " That wh^re the witnesses produced against 
^* him should be found to contradict themselves, 
^ or one another, -their testimony might not be ad* 
^ mitted as evidence against him. 

fi^ ^^ That the witnesses to be examined for him, 

<^ according 
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*^ according to what was allowed by the oidimaice^ 
^' might be impaitially and iodifferently heard^ 
" without prejudice ; and tlieir evidence taken on 
" his behalf be balanced with the testimony of his 
" accusers : it being the duty of righteous judges, 
" not in any case, so far to incline to the parties 
*' accusing, as if it were their desire and business, 
" to find the party accused guilty ; but to admit 
*' them to an equal plea, and if there be any 
" favour to be shewed, it ought to be in the be* 
** half of the person accused." 

In the answer itself he was very particular, 
nmking bis defence under each article, against 
every thing that had been sworn, by the several 
Fitnesses against him. It will be a work too 
tedious to give an account of the whole. Omit*- 
ting therefore hi& replies to those parts pi their 
testimony, which were either of no consequence, 
or wholly false, I will only take notice of what he 
said to such as had some ground of trqth, and, 
were intended to render him a scandalous Minister, 
according to the meaning of the ordinance. And 
these now were the things they testified concern* 
ing his using the Common-prayeifj bis disaffection 
to the Government, and what they called, bis rail-, 
ing against Professors* 

The use of the Common- prayer, was, by this 
new law, declared sufficient to render a Minister 
scandalous; and Mr. Pocock^ notwithstanding the 

prohibitioUi 
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probibitioQ/ always paid a great deal of regard to 
that excellentmodel of true devotion ; for bs he 
con&taBtly read the Psalms, and the Chapters ; so 
the several Prayers he made use of were, as to the 
matter of them, agreeable to the Liturgy, and 
often too, he took in some of the very words of it 
But having stilt governed himself, with all the pru- 
dence and caution, which were necessary in such 
dangerous times ; he was able, before any indif- 
ferent judges, to avoid the force of the accusation^ 
brought against him. For the defence of himself, 
from the several depositions relating to this article^ 
be tooic all the advantage he could of the words 
pf the ordinance, by "which a public and frequent 
use of the Common* prayer Book^ sinee a certain 
day, were only prohibited, shewing, that if most 
of the things be had been ohtuiged with, by th^ 
witnesses, were allowed to be true> tl^y would not 
yet, by the letter of that ordinance, at all affect 
him* He declared the falshood of several parti*- 
culars of the testimony against him, which he was 
leady, he said, fully to prove by other witnesses, 
both for number and quality, much more credit^ 
able. He made it appear, that some of his ^c* 
cusers had manifestly ccmtradicted, tx^h them* 
selves and one another. And he noted the gross 
ignorance of others, who, neither understood the 
nature of an oath, nor what ttey swore to. For, 
it was known, Jhe said, that on^ of the witnesses^ 
. ' on 
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on her return home, had told some of her neigin 
bours, *^ that she had expected to be put to swear 
" some great oath, but that she did not swear at 
^^ all, only took a book into her hand." And they 
might remember, he added, that the witness, who 
had charged him with administering the Sacrament, 
at Easter, after the old way, being asked, V/ hy he 
thought it the old way ? Gave this reason, " Be-^^ 
*^ cause he made a prayer before, and a prayer 
*^ after, and gave the bread and wine to the 
** people/* And also, being further asked, Whe-^ 
ther those prayers were the same form with those 
in the Common-prayer? He said, '* Yes, for 
'^ ought he knew ; for ho talked in them of Peter, 
'' of Paul, and John/* 

" Disafiection to the Government then in be- 
^^ ing," was also by the same Act made exceeding 
scandalous, and indeed a man of Mr. Pocock's( 
principles could not be heartily free from it 
However, as formerly in his prayers for the pros* 
perity of the King, while that good Prince stood 
in need of them, he had not used any harsh or 
unseemly expressions; so since the new esta^ 
blished tyranny, he had taken a due care, upon 
all occasions, to carry himself inoffensively ; and 
this wariness, now qualified him for a sofficieni 
defence. In this article, as well as in the former, 
he took hold of the words of the Act, which only 
dcolared them guilty in this matter, who ^' discos 

" vered 
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'^ vered their disaffection, by writing, preadiing, 
" or otherwise publishing/' He observed to them, 
that the things relating to other persons^ were 
they indeed true, could not, with any justice, be 
put on his account. And as for those words, which 
were alledged against himself, if, indeed, spoken 
by him, the deponents, he said, had confessed, that 
-it was many years ago, at the beginning of the 
wars, and about the time of Naseby fight, and so 
they could not reflect on the present power, which 
was not then id being ; and if in themselves at 
that time criminal, yet they had been discharged 
by the Act of Indemnity. 

The other scandalous practice, in the sense of 
this law, was, what they called railing at Profes- 
sors, that is, a speaking plainly of the sins of 
5chism, division, and the like, which many, in 
.those times, who pretended highly to godliness, 
were manifestly guilty of : such reproof, upon 
proper occasions, he had not neglected ; but still 
what he spake, was in a very grave and serious 
M^ay; for, as often as he exposed the errors of 
those disorderly people, he did it in the softest 
words, designing, if it were possible, not to anger, 
but reform them. And under this article, there- 
lore, his defence was very easy. For, whereas all 
Ihat he had been ex[)re8sly charged with, was the 
speaking, as he preached, of schismatics, sepa- 
jTatistSi and deceivers, he supposed, he said, that 

it 
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it could not be denied^ that there might be judt 
«nd necessary cause for the use of such words ; 
and he hopedi that the misapprehension of those 
who might have applied them ivrong, would not 
be fastened on him as a crime. 

But though his answer, to all the depositions 
against him^ was thus fall ahd clear, and had all 
the marks of truth, that could possibly be ex- 
pected ; they could not, however, ease him of the 
itrouble of bringing witnesses for his justification. 
A considerable number, therdbre, Itppeared for 
liim before these Commbsioners at Wantage, 
March 27, 1655. Amongst whom were four of 
the same nami^, viz. John Fettiplace, of Childry, 
£sq. Charles Fettiplace, of Up. Lamboum, Esq. 
'£dmund Fettiplace and George Fettiplace, gen- 
tlemen, whom I could not but thus particu- 
larly mention, in honour to a worthy family^ 
that in times of great difficulty, afforded so many 
persons, who were not afraid to protect learning 
-and goodness, so unjustly persecuted. J3y the tes- 
timony of these witnesses, who were sworn and 
severally examined upon all the articles against 
him, not only the malice and falshood of his ac- 
cusers were sufficiently roaniifest; but his peace- 
able behaviour, his christian temper, and un- 
blameable conversation, were made evident, be- 
yond exception. Several of them declared, that 
upon an intimate acquaintance with him^ for many 
8 - yearS| 
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jears, they had alweys found hioanot only meek/ 
IriemUy, and obliging but also a itij reUgious 
and godly man, of an upright life and conversa-' 
tkm ; a constant reprover of vice and sin, mid aiT 
encoifrager of holiness.- And sofne of them added,- 
that they verily belie ved, that in the whole eoun^ 
try, Wherein he dwelt, there could not be person- 
^f a' fdlrer character, and niore unblemished repu- 
tation. . * . . 

1 And thus, at length, notwithstanding all the en-^ 
deavours of his zealous adversaries to oppress him, 
the charge that had* been managed against him fell 
to the ground ; it being impossible for them to 
fasten any thing scandalous upon him, even ac« 
cording to their own new sense of that word. 
Very unwilling, however, they were, that the good 
parsonage, which they thought themselves sure of 
the disposal of, should continue still in his hands, 
and therefore made choice of another method 
whereby to dispossess him. of it. As these Com- 
missioners wei^, by the Act that established them, 
to determine what was scandalous in clergymen ; 
so, in conjunction with several ministers named in' 
It, they wer€ made the judges too of ignorance" 
and insufficiency * ; and now, though that former 
power had not served their purpose, they weret 

* See the Act in Scobell's Cofleotion^ An. l654, 
cap. 43. 

willing 
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Mriliing ti> try whef her this other might not pror^ 
more successful There was nothing, indeed, in 
the articles, at first exhibited against hioii that led 
them to this attempt ; but the depositions of sQme 
of those forward witnesses, that swore to them^ 
afforded some foundation for it. For one of them 
had declared, that he believed Mu Pocock to be^ 
destitute of the spirit, though he preached savir^ 
truths according to the letter; and another ha^ 
deposed, that he sometimes preached pr^ty well, 
but at other times not so well ; and that hip dead-- 
ness, and dullness drove people from hearing bim/ 
But this new danger, which be was exposed to, 
filled several learned men, of much fame and emi** 
nence, at that time in Oxford, with a great deal of 
indignation ; and they resolved to go to the placcy 
where the Commissioners were to meet^ and ex<* 
postulate with them about it In the number of 
those that went, were Dr. Ward, Dr. Wilkins, Dr* 
Wallis, and Dr. Owen ; and they all laboured^ 
with much earnestness, to convince tl)ose men of 
the strange absurdity of what they were under- 
taking: particularly Dr. Owen, who endeavouredj^ 
with some warmtii, to make them sensible of the 
infinite contempt and reproach which would cer^ 
tainly fell upon them, when it sbouk} be said, that 
thfy had turned out a man for insufficiency, whom 
all the learned, not of England only, but of all 
jEurope, so justly admired for his vast knowledge; 
.' ^ and 
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^ttd extraordinary accomplishments : and bein^ 
himself one of the Commissioners appointed by 
that Act, he added, that he was now come to dell* 
ver himself, as well as he could, from a share in 
such disgrace, by protesting against a proceeding 
so strangely foolish, and unjust The Commis^ 
sioners, being very much mortified at the remon-* 
strances of so many eminent men, especially of 
Dr. Owen, in whom they had a particular confi- 
dence, thought it best for them wholly to put an 
end to the matter, and so discharge Mr. Pocock 
firom any further attendance. And, indeed^ he 
had been sufficiently tired with it ; this persecu« 
tion, which lasted for many months, being the 
most grievous to him of all that he had under* 
gone. It made him, as he declared to the world 
some time after *, utter uncapable of study, it be- 
ing impossible for him, when he attempted it, 
duly to remember what he had to do, or to apply 
himself to it with any attention. And, doubtless, 
the charabters of the persons, under whom he suf- 
fered, added not a little to the weight of his suf- 
ferings ; being such as hated learning, out of zeal 
for religifMi, and with large pretences to godliness 
labour^ to undermine the true supports of it 
A 801^ of men, as he describes themf, absurd 
- ^,ff 

y^r V * Pr«^ ifi,A?W¥ilf s Eut^rcbii, p. 6. 
t Genus hominuxn plan^ arotrey i^ aAo7«y atque hujus Sa^ 
cuU Lues, Pneif. an Portem Mosis^ p, 19* 

and 
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and unreasonable! and the pest of the age in 
which they lived. Ii>deed, in those times of disk 

* 

order and confusioDi amoagst other strange opi-: 
uion^, which found aa easy entertainment with 
great numbers of people, the contempt and even 
hatred of learning prevailed to a very great de? 
gree. About the year 1650, Mr. Pocock had cona- 
plained *y in the book he then published, of a sort 
of men who boldly declared, all the kinds of it to 
be injurious to religion ; and, therefor^ that it 
ought to be wholly bauished from all Christiaq 
commonwealths: particularly,; that it was suffi* 
dent for every one to be acquainted with his 
mother tongue alone^ and that the titqe that wa» 
employed in obtaining the knowledge of other 
languages, was utterly lost; so that, as he obr 
served, the very way which Julian the apostate' 
made choice of, for the destruction of Christianity, 
was thought the only means of promoting it : and 
how much the same opinion obtained in the Uni« 
versity of Oxford itself in a few years after tlM% 
amongst some who had made themselves consider* 
able men there, appears from a letter of Dr. Lapg* 
baine to Mr. Selden, the inserting, part whereof^ 
may not,, perhaps, be unacceptable. Aftor be had 
given in it, his sense of ancient Greek cusd^ kl 
answer to a letter he had received from that Itamed 
man, he went on in tlus maoner : 



it 
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^* «-r*r- Tis trije, the problem might suit very 
" well for the |ire-side, in a winter night ; but I 
'^ am sorry I have occasion to say, that I fear we 
" must be forced, e'er long, to bid good night to our 
^* Noctes Attica^ 1 was pot so xpuch troubled to 
*^ Ijear of thj^t fpllow, whq lately in I/)ndop main- 
^* tained in public, that learning is a sin> as to see 
some men (who would be accounted none of the 
meanest amongst ourselves, here at Lome) ur>- 
^^ der pretence of piety, go about to baaisb it in 
" the University. I cannot make any better con- 
^< structibn of a late order made by those, whom 
M we call Visitors, upon occasion of aii election 
*^ last week, at All-Souls College, to this effect : 
^' That, for the future, no scholar be chosen into 
^^ any place in any Collegq, unless he bring a tes- 
^^ .mony, upder the hands of four persons, at the 
^^ least (not electors), known to these Visitors to 
<^ tie truly godly men, that he who stands for such 
^' a place is himself truly godly. By arrogating 
^' to themselves this power, they sit judges of all 
^ men's consciences, and have rejected some, 
f^ against whom they had no other exceptions 
^ (being certified by such to whom their convef- 
^^ sations were best known, to be unblameable and 
^^ statuteabW elected, after due examination and 
^^ approbation of their sufficiency by that society) 
^^ merely upon this account, that the persons, who 
*^ testified in their faebadf. are not known to these 

% 
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^* Visitors, to be regenerate. I intend, God will* 

" ing, e*er long, to have an election in our Col- 

'* lege, and have professed, that I will not submit 

♦* to this order ; bow I shall speed in it, I do not 

^* pretend to foresee ; but if I be baflSed, I shall 

^' hardly be silent. Sir, excuse this passion of^ 

" Your most humble servant, 

^' Geh. Langbaine.** 

^* Queen's College, Oxon, 
Nov, 8, 1653.'' 

Upon the head of Mr. Pocock*s troubles I shall 
only add, that one of the Commissioners, who 
voted for acquitting him, Mr. Strovvde, of Rus-* 
comb, in Berkshire, had occasion for his testimony, 
after the King's Restoration, to secure a fzonsider* 
able interest of his, then in question, which was 
readily, and, I believe, effectually obtained. That 
gentleman desiring the renewal of a lease belong- 
ing to one Mr. Ghappel, as Prebendary of Sarum, 
was refused, mainly because he was represented 
to be a fanatic. Hereupon Dr. Owen, who in 
the self-same aflfair had been very active and ser- 
viceable to Mr. Pocock, writes to him, desiring, 
** That, if he remembered who the man in former 
^' time hath appeared for, and manifested a respect 
untp worth, learning, and the Ministry,, he 
would be pleased to make it a ground of inter- 
ceding with Mr. Chappel, by his letter;^ that he 

y may 
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may obtaia that lawful favour in the renews] of 
his leade, which an honest man may justly ex« 
pect'* Mr. Pocock was, doubtless, glad of this 
opportunity, to discharge a debt of gratitude to 
Mr. Strowde» and Dr. Owen, at the same time; 
and, therefore; wrote immediately to Mr. Chap* 
pel, though then altogether a stranger to him, ex-, 
cusing the liberty he tookj on the score of grati- 
tude, which obliged him, at the desire of friends, 
to attest what he knew concerniog Mr. Strowde, a 
aditor to him for the renewal of a lease : " It 
seems, adds he, he is represented tp you as a 
fanatic. I am a greater stranger to him, thaa 
" to be much acquainted with his opinions. Only 
" thus much ; when I was vehemently persecuted 
*' by fanatics, in the time of their power, and 
^^ their chief accusations being my conformity to 
" the Church (rf England, I found him a friend 

■s. 

^'against them, and one wjio joined, with others, 
'^ under bis hand and seal to acquit me out of that 
*^ Court; so that they could not have their will 
" against me. Out of which respect, I could not 
*-^ but in gratitude acknowledge the favour thea 
^' done me, and my desire of doing him any good 
^' office. If at your hands he may find that favour 
" of being received as your tenant, I shall be 
" very- glad, and think myself partaker of your 
*^ courtesy, &c." We have reaspn to believe, 
that tbb interposition had the eff<ict desjred, and 

K 2 this 
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this event may serve ad an useful admdi^ition, at all 
times to men in power, still to temper their aeal 
for the ruling intere^, with ei^uity and benevO'^* 
letice towards men of worth and modesty, wfaese 
bep it is to dilfer fi-om them in religion and poli* 
titiSy remembering; that every exercise of $o com**'. 
mend^ble g moderation, may lay up in stord for 
tbem signal good 6fficeS) against the time nhm 
an uuexpe(;ted vicissitude shall lay them at tbe 
mercy of those tljey have obliged^ 

I must now return back again to the year 1660^ 
tft pick up some things that occurred between 
that time and the troubles above related, and 
which were designedly postponed, tfaat those re-* 
markable events might neither interrupt, nor re-* 
ceive interruption from, the orderly course of the 
MStory in hand. 

The only .remarkable thing in this year, fai* 
therto untouched, is, that towards the letter «nd 
of it, Mr. Pocock began bis design of I;raii3lating 
Maimonides's P^t^ Mosis ; of which moJie here- 
after. The year following, Mr. Abraham Wiiee- 
k)ck," Arabic Professor at Cambridge, was pre- 
paring his edition of the Persic Gdspefe, being 
the first of the kmd, with a Latim Translation «nd 
Notes ; fc» the perfecting of whteh Mr* Pocock 
teOt him ft manuscript copy so good^ that Mr« 
Wheelocfc, in a tetter to him, professes, tihat had 
ft not heen $or his ^r of oppreasing his Aixia* 

nuensis. 
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ttuensis^ be would, upon sight thereof, have be- 
gun hU work again* Oq tbii occasion^ Mr. 
Wbeejock relates something very surprising. His 
iUnanuensis's naose was Austin, a Fellow of 
King's 'College, in Cambridge. '^ This young 
*' man/' says he, '^ in the space of two months 
*' tim^ not knowing a letter in Arabic, or Persick» 
^' at the beginning, sent a letter to me in Norfolk 
'^ of peculiar passages. So that, of his ag?, J 
*^ iQCFor met with the like ; and his indefatigable 
" paios, and honesty, or ipgenuity, exceed, if posr 
^^ si^le^ bis capacity.^ But much happi^ bad i$ 
tbeen for himself and the wca*ld^ if this extraoi4i^ 
^nary per;^n had gone on more leburely in bv 
Oriental studies. For his excessive appUoitioa 
;to them, ended in ^distraction md deaths aoa. 
16^4, just as he was designed to go on witii thf 
impnesfiion of Mr. Wbeelock's Persic Go^ls, who 
lived only to see it carried on to the 6Ui or 7tk 
verse of the xviiitb chap, of St Matthew; 

In the following year, l6Siy Mr. Selden, in » 
jietter, April 14, menttomis to Mr. Pocock, ttu^ 
she bad writteia to Dr. Idngbaioe, touching a pr«h 
j|iaralive Icnt an edition Arabioo-lMin of Euty^ 
iMiAs Alfi^andrinuis^ as a thing that would be ac- 
ceptable to that part of the world, which carqfi 
^or books i adding, that whatever was jnecessary 
to i^ he woi)ld readily defi^y. *^ I beseech you/' 
tcontmiws ^be^ ^^ advise with him about it, aad 

" give 
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** give US your direction and assistance/' Mr. 
* Selden went no further at this time ; but the 11th 
of the next month, broke the design wholly to 
him, begging him, that he would translate Euty- 
chius, and promising him, upon bis credit, that 
it should be advantageous to him in . some other 
way, as that the time would not be mispent. Mr, 
Selden very much feared that Mr. Pocock, for 
want of time,* and perhaps for other reasons^ 
would appear disinclined to the work, and seenis 
overjoyed at the receipt of bis letter, the 18tb of 
the same month, wherein he promised a com* 
pliance. But of this also, more shall be said in 
due time. This year w^ further famous, in the 
history of learning, for the first appearance of a 
design which did infinite honour to our Church 
and nation, as well as service to letters and reli- 
gion in general ; I mean the edition of the Poly- 
glott Bible. A work wherein, from the beginning, 
scarce a step was taken till communicated to Mr. 
PocoCk, and without whose assistance it must 
bave wanted much of that perfection which gives 
it a just preference to every other work of that 
kind. But intending a particular account of this 
noble work, when we arrive at the era of its pub- 
lication, I shall speak no more of it at pmesent 
But fruitful as this year was in giving birth to 
learned designs, and in employing learned heads, 
it proved fatal to a most excellent scholar, and 

fsfemplary 
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exemplary Christian, Mr. John Greaved, Mr* 
Pocock's most intimate and generous friend* 
Some time in August, he and Dr. Langbdine made 
: ia journey to Cambridge, by way of London ; 
which, perhaps, ivas the last interview between 
him and Mr. Greaves. For in October follow- 
ing, he died in London. And no sooner was 
Mr. Pocock returned home, but himself waii 
seized with a fit of sickness, which, if it did not 
owe its rise to the loss of his friend^ was proba"* 
bly much increased thereby. 

Nothing else, except his troubles before the 
Committee already spoken of, happened worthy 
of notice, either to Mr. Pocock, or his friends, till 
jtbe latter end of November 1654, when th« 
learned Mr. Selden departed this life. Of which 
event. Dr. Langbaine gave him notice, from Lon- 
don, in the following letter, dated Londoti, De* 
cember S, 1654. 

"Sir, 
'^ I came here only time enough to siee and 
*^ speak with our good friend Mr. Selden, who 
*^ died on Thursday night, about eight o'clock. 
*' He^told me on. Wednesday (then very weak) in 
" the hearing of q^ of his t^xecutors, Mr. Hey- 
" wood, how he had disposed of his impression 
*^ of Eutycbius, to you and myself, (and so he did 
V by a codicil made tq his will, in June, 1653,) 

" I mentioned 
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'' I m^iDtkrned to hioi) that be had often t^pckea 
^* of intended notes ; and ujkmi tiial he gave drder 
*^ that all lettei-s or not^b conceitiii^ that Author 
** should be d^elivered to us. AH bllhe*' pipers tS Ms 
^ own hand he had before peremptdrify commanded 
^* to be burnckJ. Yesto-day I had tWe si^ of i\j 
•* mach of his ^&1, as coWcerte the Universily. flfe 
*' has given to our public library k\\ his mahuscriplB 
" of the Oriental torigdcfs^, and Gfeek (tt6t <Mhei*- 
" wise particularly disposed 6f)^nd all his Rab- 
^* binicai and Talmudkal books, which are not 
^^ there already, or not of the sanle editions. 
•* These to be taken out of his IJbrity fey you anfl 
" tayself. Itefn^ all his marbles, statu^, beads, 
?' knd Gteek piec6s, to be conteyeid to Oiiford, 
" at the charge of his executoiis, and there placed 
" on the Walls of the library. The execiitors ai* 
" Justice Hales, Mn Vaughan, Mr. Heyw^, 
" and Mr. Jeux ; who desire th^ you '♦vouM 
" speedily repair hither to view and select what 
** belongs to the University before his library 
" be Otherwise meddled with. And to ttat pur* 
" pose I have written to lihe Vitee-chttnfceH** tod 
" Mr. Barl6w, to send np the most pi^ect ca- 
" talogoe of the ^niblic Wirary, for om- dlii^tioh, 
*' and the exectitdrs sati^dtion. To thtk dis- 
" cfiBtion ihe haith left fell the remtA^er '^hia 
'' books, not otherwise paiticnttiiiy 1)e(ittfelttbed, 
^^ either to be divi^d ambfyg tbdmselves, or to b6 

" sent 



^* ient to the University^ or some College or Col* 
*^ legeS) as tfaey sbaU tfatnk fit. In the flame 



** box, witfa his will, he haJth left a short pa|Mr 
'* of inscriptkm fer bis axmnaiient. He is to be 
^^ hutied in the Teix^ ; but when 1 eamiot 
•^teii, ace." 



I should have Observed, tHaA seme time in the 
jeiar 1654, the 6Mn6u8 OoKus^ Arabic Prbfessdr 
of Leyden, published bis iong expected Arabic 
Lexicon. He bad 4>een t^ice seit into die £ast 
fer hii grmter knprovdmetat in that language, and, 
fyerbJEtps, w£^ the only person of that f^ wfao 
equalled Mr* Pdeock in that pmt of learning. 
Oolias himself oonfessed, that Mr. Pocock had, 
in this rfespebt, no supc^r; as appetA's by his 
Resenting hiln mtik a copy 'df his Xexkoli, th«& 
inscribed: ^rtute ^qm DoctniriA elvimio^acfri^ 
clar» Viroy Dm. E4a. Pocock, IdieraturiB Ckim- 
talis P^f^ia^ nulli ^Ocundo. In return fee ivbtob, 
Mr. t^ocock sent Inte a jUst >6ulogium <m \m pcir* 
formance; aoda ))ne6^t df his Specimen Mhtt. 
Atab. foi' M4»cb, )on the Ist of Oi^b^, .be tt- 
eeived iSoHiis's thanks ^md icomm^idtftlons to a 
high degree, which probs^l^^ came tO'ltts ^nfl 
woch about ithe time diat his sufficieiic^ "tim oal^- 
led in qaestion, before the BerksMre Oon^oi^tee. 
iAsttA sme there was soAie^ing odd ^^d #hkni^ 
cn^l ilk the cfjrcum^aaces e^ sitafttion of ^die 

good 
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good man, to he one day caressed by the greatest 
scholars in Europe, and set up an oracle for re-* 
solving difficulties in the abstrusest parts of learn* 
ing, and the next, perhaps, convened to answer 
the Articles exhibited against him, by his illiterate 
parishioners of Childry, for ignorance and insuf-^ 

ficiency. 

His troubles, from this sort of men, being at 
length got over, he returned again to his studies^ 
and in the same year, 1655, he published bis 
Porta Mosis, being^ six prefatory discourses of 
Moses Maimonides, which in the original were 
Arabic^ but according to the general usage of the 
Jews, who have written in dxat language, expres* 
8ed in Heb^*ew characters, together with liis own 
Xatin translation of them, and a very large Ap« 
pendix of Miscellaneous Notes. It was printed 
at Oxford, and as his Specimen Historian Ara- 
bum, and a small piece of his friend, Mn John 
Greaves, were the two first pieces that came from 
the Arabic press of that place ; so this JPor/^ 
Jllosis was the first firuits of the Hebrew press 
there, the letters of it having been, on tlie request 
of Dr. Langbaine, founded at the charge of the 
University, upon the assurance he gave, that 
something of Mn Pocock's should be speedily 
printed with them. Maimonides was a person 
of vast reputation for learning, not only amongst 
his own people^ but the Mahometans too i and, 

indeed. 
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indeed, by the best judges^ is held to' be ooe^ 
ivho, of all the writers of that sort, is least guilty 
of triffiag : wherefore Mr. Pocock could not but 
think the publishing these tracts (wherein an ac* 
count is given, in a very clear method, of the 
history and nature of the Talmud, and the Jewish 
faith and discipline) wpuld bs very acceptable 
to learned men ; especially, considering that tliey 
had never yet been printed in the original Arabic^ 
but only in a Hebrew translation of them, made 
from imperfect copies ; whereas the manuscripts 
he now made use of, were very good, and some 
of them, as he imagined, the very originals, writ-- 
ten by the author's own hand. But besides the 
usefulness of these tracts^ considered in them- 
selves, he was encouraged to the publication of 
them in the manner before-mentioned, on another 
view; namely^ that according to his duty as n 
Professor, he might promote the advantage of 
those who should addict themselves to the study 
of Arabic and Rabbinical learning. For there 
being many Jewish manuscripts of good account, 
written thus in the Arab tongue, but with He", 
brew letters ; he was willing to assist them ^ith 
this specimen of that way of writing, which, as 
he declares in the preface^ contained much more 
of the kind than had ever yet been printed. 

But of what account soever these tracts of 
Moses Maimonides are^ the Miscellaneous Notes 

which 
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whick Mr. IVxrock added to tbeni^ as ihey ^^ 
teed tbeoi in length, so doubtless they do also i» 
visefubiess. In which his chief design is to ahew^ 
jby inany instances, how oiueh (she knowledge of 
Arabic, and Rabbinical learniDg will oontittbute 
towards the finding out the getmiae sense of 
many difficult places of Holy Scriptune* In the 
four first chapters of f hese notei^ he lar^Iy eoB- 
liders and explains sev^al texts of the Kew 
Tefitafloeali which, •being cited fi^om the Old, Sot 
tile most party according to the version of the 
Septuaginf*, seem to be very tUfierent from 4he» 
•original Hebrew. And as he gives very learoed' 
aCGOunts of tiie true BQeanir^ of ihem, so J»e 
ptm^es, that there is no suffideni; reason fe con-' 
<cliide from ithose seemhig drSbreQeea, that the 
Igncient Hebrew copies, made use of by the S0* 
Tenty Inteqireters, ha4» as some learned .men 
liave thoKight, oth^ readings iil those places than 
what are dtill extant. The design ioi the ith 
cfaapter is to prove, from the custom among ibe 
Jews of whitening the graves of their dead, |a 
pKivait bebg polktted by them^ that the sepul« 
dbres appearing beautiful, to which our blessed 
Saviouar compares *tbe Scribes and Bhariseos, 

• Viz. Heb. viii. 5, from Jer. xx«i. 32. Rom* ix. $3. and x^ 
11* and 1 Pet. ii. 6. from Isa. xxviii. l6. MatU ii. 6. from 
Micli. y« $• Acts xiii. 41. from Hab. i, y« Heb. x. 38. 'from 
Hab. ii. 4, &c. | 

Matt. 



Hitt. xxiii; 27, are the sane wilb die grates that 
«|^pear i^ot, to which they are also likened by 
bka, Luke xL 44. So gjviag a ctear sense cf 
fhose two places of Scripture, nrhich to those 
~^ho do not consider that custom, are hard to be 
iwdelsUHML In the 6th chapter, whi<;h is very 
loi^ he gives a large account of the several opi* 
iHon4 of Urn Jews concerning the re^ufreetion ot 
the dead ; and being moved thereto by the re» 
^^lemblanoe he had observed between these opi- 
monSf and those of the followers of Mahomet, 
IB the next chapter he recites from the most 
iearaed writers of that sect, the sei^ments of 
ibose people about the same matter. In the 8th 
diapter, he ehews the reason why the modern 
Jews, who commonly so superstitiously adhere to 
the doctrines of their forefathers^ do yet diffet 
from them in their exposition of the second Psalm, 
iviiich was generally understood, by their ancient 
witeri^ to be a prophecy concerning the Messiah ; 
namely, that by these means they might be the 
i>etter able to answer the arguments of Christiana* 
Upoo this occasion, by the help of two mann- 
script copies of the Commentaries of Kimchi on 
tiie latter Prophets, he restores several passages 
f elatmg to the Christians, which, in the printed 
toopies of that work, are now left out. And af- 
terwards he vindicates that prophecy concerning 
the M^soah, at Jer. xxxit 22, which Calvin, in 
I his 
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hid cxpHcarion of it, so readily gave up to the 
adrersaries of Chf istianity. Finally^ his business 
in the ninth and last chapter is, to give an ai^eoiint, 
from th^ Jewish i^riters, of those traditions of 
their elders concerning wafehings and vows, for 
which our Saviour, Mark vii. llj reproved the 
Scribes and Pharisees ; whereby he brings a great 
deal of light to several obseure passages of Holy 
Scripture. v : 

- The excellent learning and usefulness of thb 
performance drew upon Mr. Pocock from all 
quarters^ great and just commendations. Fromi 
abroad, Matthias Pasor, a professor at Gronin- 
gen, and his first Arabic master at Oxford, ex* 
pressed his thanks, and the great pleasure he had 
in reading his learned attempts to reconcile the 
Septuagint Version, which is confirmed by the 
Apostle, to the Hebrew Text. Alting, another 
professor, of the same University, having received 
Mr. Pocock's book, as. a present from-Dr. Rey- 
nolds, with whom he formerly lived in England^ 
acknowledges, in a letter to the author himself 
with whom he oft corresponded, the exquisite 
learning of tliis work. At home, his old friend, 
tlic very learned Mr. Thomas Greaves, expresses 
himself to be so delighted with his book and 
learned notes, that he knew not how to be thank- 
ful enough. Sir Kenelme Digby also, to whom 
a copy had been presented by tlie author's direc- 
tion, 



u 
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tion, writes thus to him. " It joyeth me much 
^' to see, that one of our nation, in these unquiet 
** times (which condition is the greatest enemy to 

learning) hath given a piece to the world, that 

may be the envy of the learnedest ages fol« 

lowing." 

I have only to add farther concerning this bdok» 
that the index to the text of Maimonides was 
compiled by Mr. Henry Chapman,, who, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pocock, dated Jan. 3, 1653, ofiered 
to do the same for the miscellaneous notes, and 
probably his offer was accepted. I am sorry that 
it is not in my power to acquaint the world with 
any thing more concerning this learned gentiiemaD, 
than that his letter was dated from Battersey. 

Early this year, 1655, Mr. Pocock laboured 
under a severe disease at Childry, as we learn 
from two letters of Dr. Langbaine's to him, the 
one dated in January, the other in March ; and* 
of whatever kind it was, it seems to have conti-* 
nued upon him more or less, till the middle of the 
summer following ; after which Dr. Walton writes 
to him, expressing his joy for the recovery of his 
health. 

The year following, i. e« 1656, affords but little 
material relating to our subject, except it be, that 
then Mr. Pocock entertained some thoughts of 
publishing Rabbi Tanchum's Expositions on the 
Old Testament He wi^, as our author himself 

iaforms 
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ifadforms ns, In %he ^Preface to the ComoKintary on 
Alicah, %a Hiej^osoIycnitaD Je\Y. ^^ He wrote 
^* notes/' continues be, *^ in the ^Tp\>ic Ian- 
^' gu^ge, on the wb$)le Old T^stftiqent, (as bim- 
^ aalf declares) though I have |30t hfid |^e bappi- 
" ness to see them op divers of the books ^hcpeofc 
*♦ On the Prophets (all but Isaiah) I bavp. When 
** he lived, I know not ; only it a^pe^rs that hp 
^ was ^ter ^he time of Moses Maioionides, 
** vfaon) be often cites, arjd follQwij in piany 
*^ things." What hindered the executiprj pf this 
design, we caruiot say; but, ipost probably, it 
was the want of clue encouragement It must ba 
4»nfes5e4, that at ^is time there nere two very 
great works going forward, thgt of tjie ^qglish 
Polygjbtt, already mentioned, and Bee's edition 
of the Critici Sacri ; so that there was less reason 
to ^pect the assistance which so great a worfc 
would require. Tlie learned Mr. Sonde, tfapp 
fellow of Eaton College, though deeply jbqgaged 
in a great variety of business^ generously o0ere4 
to correct two books after tite press, desiring thsit 
I^viticus might be one of them. He further pro- 
posed to get some bookseller in London to under-^ 
take the printing of Eabbi Tanchum, thou^ hp 
then, apprebende4, that the two works atiove- 
mentioned, neitiier of them as then fini9he4> 
woaid prove 941 xibstructioo to his wishes. The 
onsoarriage 4)f this design, to wh^tQver clause it 

waa 
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Wfts Owiii^ wa» no ftmall damage to sacred litera- 
tore. For/if we may guess by the noble use our 
author made of Rabbi Tanchum's Commenturies^ 
their publication might have been attended with 
advantages equali or rather superior to what have 
been received from any other Rabbinical writings. 
Besides, for ought that appears, Mr. Pocock was 
the only person in Europe that possessed any 
MSS, of Rabbi Tanchum. The learned Jews 
were surprized to hear of this, and many other 
fine things of like kind in the hands of Mr. Po- 
cock, which were otherwise utterly unknown to 
tbem ; as Manasseh Ben Israel himself professed 
tQ Mr. Boncle. But notwithstanding all this, nei- 
ther then, nor at any time after, had he an oppor- 
tunity of communicating these Oriental treasures 
to the learned world ; but they lie in the archives 
of the Bodleian library, till better times shall pro- 
duce, a patron that will give them light and liberty* 

And now we are arrived at the year 1657, in 
which the English Polyglott edition of the Bible 
was sent into the world : a work it was of such 
immense cost and labour, as would have deterred 
most n)en from undertaking it, in the quietest 
times, and under the most prosperous circum- 
stances. But, to the immortal honour of our Eng- 
lish' Church and Nsttion, it was carried on and 
perfected dta season when sober religion and sound 
learning were discouraged and depressed by the 

YOL. I. greatest 
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greatest enem^ to bodi, a rampaal eiitbMku^m^ 
Tlie loyal and e{>i5copal Cler^ being all ttispoa^- 
sesded of their prefermetits, or^ at least, having; 
iMt the mo&t ppofitable of them, could only oon* 
tribute tb this work by tlieii^ credit, their paios^ 
and erudition f all which were employed therein^ 
to a degree that almost e)^eeds belief. 

When such a design was carrying on, in which '■ 
Oriental learning was to make its utmost efforts^ - 
one might naturally suppose, that the undertaker 
would cfave the assistance of Mr. Pocock, who, 
besides his sui^eiior knowledge in the eastern km-' 
guages, was able to supply valuable M8S. relating 
to most of the Oriental Versions of the BHrfe* 
But our author, ever attentive to the ititerests of 
religion and leaniing, prevented all appfication : 
f6r he no sooner heard that such a desigi^ was on 
foot, but be offered his advice upon it, by Dr; ' 
Ashwel to Dr. Brian Walton*, who was the first 

promoter, 

.» 

^ This fnost worthy p^r9<)n, BriaA Waltoti^ Mras: born in  

Cleivplai!i<), Yorks^hire, a«d. i600, was matriciilated in.tlui 
University of Cambridge, July 4, 1616, being then a Sizar, 
of Magdalen College : liut removed from thence to Peler 
House, where he was admitted a Sizar, Dec. 4, ifilS", ander 
Mr* Bkike : and in th'dt Collej'e he comra^Accd tiiacblfk)i# of'* 
AHS'An. I6I!?, Master of Arl«, An* l623ian4 Bflr^jDripf . 
Divi9ity> hvis ri^39. }^^ was Prtbi^ndary of St.«Pa\i|['v^.^^t , 
dispossessed of that, and all his other preferments, for his 
lo^all;y and orthod6\y. ' At the Restoration, he was inadc 
'  • ' ^ A-^iibp 



pmfMft^r, th6ichief ^M^fler, tiiid the sole editofr 
Off itlie Polygiott Mbfe. ftom that time I>r« 
W^ktpa wd Mr. Thorndike *, life Mcond io the 

B«iUiof> 0f ,Cb^t^; tot did .not kHig enjoy thftt adxaaco- 
jnent ; hi^ excessive LJbovKS hftvii^g prebajbly Iwsieaied hid 
(^d,; iior he died in Aldiscsg^terstreet^ is tfafe |«af a^l, 
,May« ^j^ ao|J on itii^.5th of the fiaUowrtng mouth was, with 
great hQnoum fitid solemnity, htirisd an. the Cathedral of Sit. 
Pri^r^y ,4i|ipo6iite U> trhe J^ofld UtdUak'» inpninnnnt. Ybe Bi- 
shop of London perfoitned li» fonenii ecfvice, and hm 
corpse ^vas atleuded by th^ Eatb of Deriiy and Bridgwater, 
besides several more of the nobility* asjalnohy the greatest 
nttoiher of the Bfsbcips m their Ttwrbets, and by the Deans 
aud Prebendaries af many Cathedral Charches, together 
with amaltiitude of learned Clesgyaaen, irom Sadkr's4iall to 
the place of jotermeot* 

Besides compiling the Polyglott Bible, and frriting large 
«nd very learned Prolcgooieua to il, he published a Defence 
of it ngain$t Cr.jOweni aed another «exccUent lAtin Treatise 
intrpdaetory to the jreading of the^Orientai tongues. 

Ho was aAso veiy "weli skilled in tbe common law of the 
rcalai, i'fipecially •so for as it relates stn the patrimonies and 
liberties itf the Cburieh: this lemineii^ly appears from a little 
Vpoik writtfii in defence af tjiie tythes within the City of 
London, according to the proportion of two shillings and 
aine-;pence the p^Ound rent. 

^ Mr* Herbert Thopodihe, by^me expcessi<9us in his 
^11, isconceive4'ti>haTe been. a native of Scamblesby, in 
thecouftty of Lincoln : ihew»s:adanitted. of .Trinity College, 
>A 'Cambridge, and as aieiiiber ofithat.Socidty, matricutated 
Oec. .1$, i6\Bf wibete he took his Bachelor's d^ree, J\n. 
i€i^, ftiid befeame. Master of Arta ia IfiSO; he was made 
iunior fellow of i}hat CoUege |6M^, middle Fellow, 'An. 
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work, maintain^ a frequent correspondence wkh 
Mr. Pooocky giving him a puqctoal account hOw 

l^SO, and senior Fellow in the year 1 £39; he was consti* 
tuted likewise one, of the University preachers in l63l: he 
underwent the common fate of those clergy who adhered to 
the King and the Church in the long reMlion, being de- 
prived of all his preferments. At the Restoration, he re€o«> 
vered his Fellowship and Prebend of Westminster, between 
which two he spent the remainder of his time in retirement^ 
devotion and study, and dying in good old age, July 13, 
l672» at Westminster, was buried, by his own order, in the 
way from his lodgings to the Church, without any solemnity^ 
save of the ordinary service. He ordered these words to be 
put upon his grave.stone. 

Hie jacet Corpus Herberti Thomdike, Prsebendarii hujus 

Ecclesis, qui vivus veram Reformats £cclesie Ratio* 

' nem ac Modum Prectbusque Studiisque prosequebatur. 

Tu, Lector, Requiem ei et beatam in Christo Resur- 

rectionem precare* 

In the year l663, a mandate,^ the original whereof is yet 
extant in the archives of the University of Cambridge, 
dated April 14, l663, was sent down to that University, to 
confer the degree of Doctor of Divinity on him, and Bam. 
Oley, A« M. which honour, though freely offered, they both 
declined : But it was more for the honour of Mr. Thorn* 
dike, that April 15, )663, ti grace past the House to thi» 
efiect. 

Cum Herbcrtus Thomdike, S. Trin. ColL Sociu9, et 
Westmonast. EcclesiflB Prsbendarius, ad nulles <in S. Th^oU 
Gradus de Industria hactenus stsprravedt^ne Vicemagistri 
vol Decani superioris onus, inprasdicto Collegio, subire 'per 
Leges neccsse haberet : Plaoeat vobimt annum jam' quintiim 
supra scxagesimum agens, Missionem imfletret, et concesstt 
in posterum ah omni munere Academico vacatione (ia quan- 
tum per Statuta fieri pessit) quasi Rude donatus. Locum in« 
tcr Poctorts in Exedris oovissimnm obtineat. 

it 
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it ]^rooeeded| asking his advice in almost evei*y 
step they took, and desiring all proper assistance 
from him. By means of these letters, most of 
which are still e&tant, we are happily able to in- 
form the world of some particulars rdating to 
that most noble edition of the Bible, which might 
otherwise be lost, or forgotten. For which rea* 
son, and also on account of the share our author 
had in the work, I shall here lay together sdch 
notices concerning i^ and the learned promoters 
^ it, as have fallen, in my way, heartily wishing 
I could have gratified myself and the reader with 
more particulars about an affair which niade the 
Clergy and Church of England appear glorious 
iinder their greatest distress. 

Dr. Brian Walton, having in the long rebellion 
lost all his preferments for his adherence to mo* 
narchy and episcopacy, had for some years spent 
part of hb time in collecting and adjusting proper 
materials for a Polyglott Bible. And after com- 
municating his intentions to, and taking the ad- 
vice of most of tlie English bishops then living, 
in the year 1652, having already obtained private 
subscriptions to the value of near 4000 pounds, 
he published printed proposals, with a letter an- 
nexed to them, both which are here subjoined. 

: « Worthy Sir, 

'^ It cannot be unknown to you what great 
*♦ benefit the Church of God bath reaped by the 

•* care 



^[ . cafe of learpei) itien iq pabl«sbi|lg; ^ Hol^ 
'^ 3criptoreB acoording. to the beat ««»piiBirinftbf 
** Qfxgimeiy epki okbeir tenrned tongues, with tht 
- ^. rm|s& aiijwn6Rt ^d approved transiatiom^ '^bitb 
^^ havjd boea^ of great aiiAbortty imd use. And 
f^ altbdugb a)»QQ<!; othors^ |hoae ftiDEMaufr editiQils 
'^ of tb&' CompUteoae, Antwerp, and &ie ktta 
^' Fapi^ Bibles be^ jtisttly bad: in b4g^> e^t^euQ and 
Mycn^ratioa; j^t^^/wkhpu); atiy ci|erog^i^& ftool 
J'wtb^f j^st: praiaf o(J |bft piiblisbep*, it iwy be 
^Mruly &aid!^; that 4Q)Uc1^ i^fiy b$ add£4 to rpa1» 
fMb^ cditjof)8> fppro compiieai^ ai^ u^fill 1;»y .th^ 
'' diiiig^Bc^.qf/^tban^f aad yet the price vcfy mwk 
^^.le^sane^i wljer^y tb^y asay bke^fOaie ai^re qoftv- 
nion^ and fit for private* libraries* T^^ tbiaead^ 
itoais a deef^ri^tiofi of a. mdre per£^| edition 
f^ Ui^fi an^' bi(Ck^t£j^ exrtant (asv^^poocetve) dras^li 
^^ up nHitb a speckx^n thereof, wbicb^ as it batrb 
f* b^fh ^psqv^ by^ the ipost J4jdJcioua aad Heari^d 
'^ miQQ oi 1^ Churchy 90^, ia regard the charge 
^f wijl p^ceedt t||6 abjUty of a private pi^^r^e, k 
^^ hmih beqn tboiijgblt fit to desiii^ the i^i$taace of 
/' %iich noble and publicrspirited pers(^ni^ as a^e 
'^ ai)le- to adK4^£6 iponie$ towards the. pnfttiug^ 
^^ whO'QDay receive copies according to the sua>5 
'* by thern axpeaded. WhereiiH as diycjrse per- 
" sons of worth have already subscribed and pro- 
;'^ lai^M coasiderabLe su<«S/ apfoi&ting; t(» above 
a lifjilf the charge j sq it k hpped> tbai^^^bers^ tc) 

^* yvhqm 
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^^ whom it shftH be offered, will be ready, both 
** by their own examples, accordiog to their abi^ 
** licies, and by stirring up such well-affected 
** persons as they are acquainted with, to further 
^' a worfc so macb tending to the glory of God, 
the public good of religion and learning, and 
the faononr of our nation. To this purpose 
^^ also propositions, which w{tb the said descrip- 
^ tion, and a form of subscription, are herewith 
'^ sent you; to which you are desired, out of 
'* year eeal to the public good, to procure what 
** subscriptions you can. Tlie forn) you see is 
*^ conditional) and ties no man to the payment of 
^' any things till the iull sum be snbscribed, and 
^ clu'e shall be taken to secure the copies to the 
^^ subscribers in such a way, .as, by the advice of 
^* counsel on the behalf of the subscribers, shall 
*^ be thought reasonable and just There are 
" divers employed to this end in divers parts of 
** the land, and so hopeful a progress is made, 
** that we doubt not within a few months bat that 
** there will be good encouragement to go on, and 
" to prepare for the work ; for we cannot belieVe 
'* any gentleman will be backward to advance so 
'^ noble a work, considering that all shall be put 
^ in the hands of a person of known worth and 
'.' integrity, and shall he paid by the subscribers 
" only by degrees as the work goes on, and that 
** (h^y shall receive, copies of a greater vahje 

^* than 
4 
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** than what is laid out It is desired, that the 
^ several subscriptions may be returned by the 
^* Firat of April next, if it may be, or otherwise 
^' as soon as conveniently, to Dr. Walton, at Dr« 
*^ William Fuller's house, in St. Giles, Cripple* 
^' gate, cburch-yard ; to whom you may likewise 
'' direct your letters, if there shall be any other 
^' occasion to send to us : we need not say to 
^* those who aim at the public good, that the work 
** will recompence the pains of all that shall 
*^ promote it; of which, yet, we are very confi* 
^^ dent Thus, hoping you will use your best 
*^ endeavours to advance so pious a design, and 
*^ that the author of those sacred volumes will 
^' bless your pains and ours with answerable sue- 
*' cess, we commit you to his keeping and 

5* rest 

'^ Your assured friends, 

J. Armacmanus, Brian Walton, 
W. Fuller, A. Whelocke, 

Brune Ryves, H. Thorndike. 

London, lliis fin»t of 
March, l652« 

" To our worthy friend, Mr. John Carter, mi- 
** nister of God's Word in Norwich, by him to 
<' be communicated to Mr. Lovering and Mr. 
** Sherman. 

*' Propositions concerning tiie printing of the 

** Bible, 
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^^ fiiUay in ithe origioaly aad other learned Umi« 
gqQgeEk. 

<< Whereas the* iotxaer edilionfii, though lest 
perfect and not 80:fit for uae^ baye been priirted 
atthejniblic charge^of princes and great pei^ 
s^ns; atfd :t|p4(Cha^g(B of this nrqrk will exceed 
^V the ability^ of an ordinary person ; whereup<» 
divers persons of worth have expressed their 
readiness to join in the charge of the imprea- 
sioni.and. it is hoped^ that 'Pthors^ who wish 
weU to. learning and religion, w^l assist in a 
work so much.tending to the public g(kKi| and 
^* honour of the Church of £ngkind and. of the 
^^ nation, «nd so free from interests of aU jmrties; 
^* especially considering that as the edition iiill 
^' be much better than any. formerly made, so the 
" price will be much less. ^ 

^' Therefore, for the secufing of all such as 
*' shall promote so good a work, either by int 
'^ gift, or advc^:lcing of monies to be repaid by co- 
^* pies ; and for the encouraging of such as shall 
*^ solicit and stir up others to contribute, these 
^^ propositions are offered, which shall, God will 
** ling, be performed. 

1. *' That whatsoever monies shall be rai|ed( 
'^ shall be paid in^o the hands of William Hum* 
^' ble^ Esq. treasurer, for this piirpose, who will 
** be accountable for the monies received, and 
** will give receipts tp every one, tliatjBbaU pay ia 

" any 



** ftay ttitmeyi wherdby tbey mdy be adfiibr^d) tbaC 
^^ the same shall be employed no otherwise, thati 
^ fbr tbe use idtetided, ftfid tiot issued ou(^ but by 
^ warrant of persons mentioned. The like as- 
^ sviteioe shall be gi^n under the hand of the 
^' publisher, and opon se($urity of the ittipre&M>n, 
^ If hiteh i^hall be put into the hands* of some per- 
'^ sons ii^teresiedi reading in London, for receiv- 
^ ing copies proportionable to the sums so paid^ 
^* a& soon as the tvork shdll . be finished, or other- 
^ If ise^ iM the ^vieral volutties shall be printed. 

- S. ^' The treabiirer shall not isi^te any monies^ 
^ bat by warfunt under the hands of the Lord 
^' i^mttale 6i Armagh, Dr. WiHiam Fuller, Dr. 
^^ Bume Rywk, Dr. SAmiKl Bater, Mr. Richard 
^ Drake) Bw D. or two of them, whereof the Loi'd 
" Primate or Dr. Fuller^ to be otte, and shall giv6 
*^ Accdunt evtery six months to four persons ap- 
•' pointed fay those that advance, to receive the 
^ accounts of all monies received or issued out, 
^* ivbicb shall be showed to all persons interested, 
" #ho shall desire the same. 

- 3. " Those that by free gift, or otherwise, shall 
*' in any considerable manner furtlier the work, 
^ besttdei copifes to ht given them, stelf be ac- 
** knonHedged as patrons or promoters of so 
^* titibte a #ttl-k. 

4. ^* Tbo^e that shall collect and raise any sum 
'^< fcy the free contribution of persons well af- 
fected. 
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:'* fM:ttd, shall) for w(tlty 161. liave oM cojiy ; knA 
'^ tf aoy ksser simi of 4<b. or upUrft^ds^ be so 
*^ xiKised lay any ^ present, if the feaid son! te 
made op iM. by equal ^payments in ibdr sik 
months tiext follawing, fa^ Phalli hafe one p6r- 
^^' feat'Oepyy and so aocordieg to Ibafc propertioA, 
for ai^ ^rcateif sadn* 

5. ^f Those tbdt shdA advante^any sudi otit of 
theicown tetcite, srhsiU, for every lOL have one 
^^ copy, and for 6CIL six copies, lind so for any 
^ aay greater sorrn ; and the money so advanced 
^' shall, for the ease and security of the advancer, 
^ he paid thus : ody a fifth part in hand, and the 
^^ reiit in four six months, and at etery six months 
^\ piGlyttent, account shdll be gii'ed df the nmres 
^^ formerly paid, aad of the progress of the work, 
' ^ flhd ilifea they may also receive such mlumes, 
*^ a» shalU be finished, aeeording to the number of 
^V copies dite b» tbeni, if they please, they paying 
'^ sinothir fifth part towards the printing of the 
/^ laext violume. ' ^ 

6i '^ The per3ons to be employed in preparing 
*^ of copies, coffrecUng the press, overseeing the 
'^ man^int; of the work, &;c. — till all be finished, 
*^ shall be Dr.SlDkes, Mr-Wfaelocke, Mr. Tborfl. 
'^ dike^ Mr. Edward Pocock^ Mr. Greaves, Mr» 
" Vicars, Mr. Thomas Smith, together with Dr. 
/'' W^ton, andr seme other to assist ia prosecution 
^- q£ business, &c. And if any of them shall 

happen 
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ii^ppm to' dkj or be otberwise binder^, sonde 

other shall; be oiomiii^ated with tappfobation df 
^* the resti for carrying on the wopJ^ wberem the 
** advice of the Lord Primate, Mr. Selden, Dr. 
'^ Sbehlon, / Dn Saundersoo, Dr. SternOi Dr. 
.^* Hammoody^od .other learned men. who have 
'^ approved the work, shall be desired, &g. 

7* ^' The work shall not be begun, till there be 
^^ enough paid in to finish the fit^t volume, viz» 
^Mhe Pentateuch, viz. about 15001. ; nor the 
^^ other volumes, till a proportionable sum for 

each be brought in, viz* about. 1 fiOOL 

8. ^^ It is desired, that the first piiyment df 
monies to be advanced, may be at or before 
the 1st of February, 1652, and if it^all ap- 
peaiv that there is enough to print the first vo- 
lume, viz. the Pentateuch, th^ work shall be 
begun, as soon as things needfpl shall be pre- 
pared, which is hoped wiU be within three 

'* months then n^t following, and within three 
** 3rears after it is hoped the whole work will be 
" perfeqted (two presses being kept at work), 

9. ^^ Whatever shall be further reasonably de- 
vised or propounded for the better managing 
and carrying on of the work, and securing of all 
persons interested, shall be willingly assented 

'' to.'' . 

Printed by R. Norton, for Timothy Garth- 

. wayt, 
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\v9sjtf Stationer^ at the lesser North Gate 
oi St. Paul's Chureb^ London. ^ 1658. 
Mr. Pocock had beard somethitig of this ooUe 
undertaking early in this year, and probably had 
written, to Mr. Selden for information about the 
nature of it, and the bands that would be em- 
ployed in it: whether he iben offered his assist- 
ance, if need were, I cannot certainly learn, but 
think it not improbable that he did : for in a letter 
from Mr. Selden to our author, which bears date 
in February 1651-2, he writes thus : ^' It seems not 
" yet, that there is any such naming of men for 
'^ that employment; divers are, in discourse, 
'* talked of; and there be, I doubt, but a few 
^* fit : how to have it proceed without you, X 
^' know not ; but I know too, that it must be 
^Va great diversion to your excellent studies, 
*' and a turning them to an illiberal attendance. 
. " Whatsoever you wish in it, I shall, as far as I 
'^ have, opportunity, second."^ Mr. Selden seems 
to have apprehended, that the Editor of this great 
work would call for Mr. Pocock's help in correct- 
ing the Arabic, as it came from. the press: cor 
was he mistaken. For on tiie S8th of the foIk>w«* 
ing July, Dr. Walton writes to him^ desiring to 
know,^' whether his occasions would permit him 
** to assist, if the impression went on, either by 
'* correcting tl^e Arabic, the proofs being weekly 

^^ transmitted. 
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<< txmmm^Hsd, m hyeompwmg^tbphs or otber^ 
*^ wJ0e«*' Bat Mt. Poeock bad too much work 
upMr bk hands to ondartake the correetion <tf the 
Arabic £roiQ l|^e jHreas. He had, aft Mr. SeUkn's 
most earnest solioitatioD, already begun ta trans* 
lafee the Arabic Annals of Eutycfaius into LalSn. 
Besides which, he was busy with Jfaitmmidess 
Porta Mo9iSf and consequently had but little 
time to spare for a new and hdXMriotts employment. 
He consented, however, to collate die Arabic 
Pentateuch^ with two copies of Saadias's Trans- 
latkin, the one a manuscript, the other printed in 
the CoBstantinopolitan bibles, noting the dtfe- 
rences of each* And t)te also drew up a preface 
con^cerniag the Arabic versions of that part of «he 
bible; and the reason of the various readings in 
them ; which preface, together w4th the various 
reading themselves, ai^e published in the appendix 
to ttie PolygloU bible. 

It seems, from Dr. Walton's letrer abote^men- 
tinned, tteit Mr. Pecock*s advice related to every 
past of ^hb-design, not excepting the appattitus or 
prolegomena, and tke appendix, ail which conoi^ 
devsftions tlie Doctor assures hitn he had wei<!hed 
and should, to his power, tbktow*. The partictilar 
directions are but few of them come to our know- 
ledge : I iind, however, that bt bad informed Du 
Walton about one very necessary poipt, viz. the 
antiquity and authority of the Arabic Version, as it 

stands 



Stands in Micbad de Jnfs Hepuiglott, or Paris 
edition of the bible in seven languages, ^ He 
** conceived^" as he tells Mr. Bocock^ ^' that the 
"f editor of this work had foUo^n^ that Arabi<; 
^ Version, which the French ambassador brought 
<^ out of Ae East, which Seionita and Esroaita 
^ were then translating into Latin, and which 
*^ Erpenius says> is elegant et araiqua; but Mr« 
'^ Ptacock convinced him^ that tite Arabic, in Ji^'s 
'^ edition, was no other than the version of 
^^ Saadias, which is printed in* the Constantinopo* 
" litan Bible.'' 

The Doctor desired further* to know what co^ 
pies, or ancient manuscripts of Orientd Versions, 
were in the public library at Oxford, Or in Mr. 
Pooock's own private collection : what the formed 
p^duced, I know not; but from the latter came 
a very good supply : asr first, the Gospels in Per- 
sian, which had never before been printed, WeiV 
now published wholly from a copy that was sent 
in by him, being a manuscript above dOO years 
old, of a translation made from the Syriaok, atid 
one therefore preferred to Mr. Wh^locke's, which 
Was of later date, and only a Version from tiie 
Qreek: of this^ that learned gentlemati was so 
sansible, while he was prteparfng his edition of 4^ 
Persian Gospels, that, npoif the lent of Mr. Po- 
ctiok's copy, fad dedareol iii i letter to him, . that' 
Iiad it npt beed fortii^itot of his oppr^ssiag^liis 
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amuensu^ . be would, upon sigjbt tbere€f> have 
begun bi» work agjun. 

■■\ ScHy, His Syriac manuscript ci the whole Old 
TestaAaefity and two other . manuscripts of the 
P^ms in the same language ; the supply of this 
was the most seasonable; because one of Prhnate 
Usher's Syri^e oopies of the Pentateuch was in the 
bands of Dr. Boote^ then in France ; who, soon 
after. the beginning of this work, died there: so 
that if ever this manuscript was recovered^ it tame* 
too late for the service of the Polyglott edition. 
And though the Lord Primate's other copy is de« 
c)ared by Mr* Thorodike to be more trusty than 
Mr* PocodcX yet he owns it was sometimes to 
be helped thereby : and with respect to that part 
which corresponds with the second tome. Dr. 
Walton professes^ that they found his. copy to be 
iQore exactly written, thmi my Lord Primate's^ 
and therefore more useful. 

3diy, An ^Ethiopic maouscript of the Psalter, 
which Dr. Walton pronounces to be so crxactly 
writteuy that they made.it a rule whereby to cor-, 
rect the faults of the two printed copies. 

But to return to Dr. Walton's first lettw to our 
author upon this subject* He acquaints him, 
that ** the Council of State, before whom^ ^ome 
*\ having relation to them, hrovgbt t|>is business, 
•* hoping they would have bdrne the charge out 
*Vof the public, have lately giviw their approba* 

"tion 



^ tion and recommendation of tbe- work, with 
^\ hopes of advancing lOOOl. to begin the work; 
*' which, if they do," adds he, " I hope to get 
*^the rest advanced by private haixls, who wiU 
" take satisfaction in copies." That the Council 
of State advanced the sum here mentioned, or any 
part thereof, I much question ; because I find no 
more mention of it in Dn Walton's letters, and 
chiefly because not the least nptiqe is taken by hioi 
of any pecuniary gift, in his preface to the Poly» 
^lott Bible* It must, however, be confessed, tQ 
the honour of that usurping government, that they 
gifted an exeipption from duty to all the papei^ 
which was imported for the use of that editioOk 
Hu3 favour is owned by Dr. Walton, in the prer 
face afore-mentioned, where, among other benefacr 
tors to the work, they are mentioned, Quorum Fa- 
vore Chartam h VectigaUbus imnmnem habuimus^ 
}3ut that this high piece of service to religion and 
learning was the act of the grand Usurper, Crom* 
well himself, I come to the knowledge of| through 
the goodness q£ a * t*everend and learned, gentlo- 
man, who imparted to me a copy of Dr. Castle'^ 
petition to the Protector for the like indulgence tp 
the publication of his Heptoglott LexicQa; the 

'^ Mr. Baker, of St. Jobr/s College in Cambridge, wbo 
rlikewisewafe pleoseid to impart to me the memoirs I have 
giv^n of the Cambridge writers, that wer^ eminently conr 
cerned in the Polyglott edition of the Bible. 

VOL. I. * P ' matter 
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AiAtter of ^h!ch petftibn, a%t & preattiMie tettfeg 
forth the usiefulneSs of that Lekfcbn, ^tiA in pAtti- 
culaf* its Bubsfervience t6 the better tlntderstandiDg 
of the t^olyglott Bible, is as follows. 

" May it please your Highness, for tlie couttte- 
•* ttance and encouragement of yout l^etitionert, 
*f that they may the better be enabled to tkccom*- 
" pli«h the undertaking, laccofding to texpectatidfty 
*' to v'ouchsafe thfem the likfe favoxir and privi^ege, 
** tlAtt y6ar Highness hath fortneriy grafted to the 
*' ptiWishers of that fetaOus work (viz. th6 Foly^ 
^* ^dtt Bibte), ahd others, who werfe pfiiititt^ 
^* isdme ^Commentaries in relation iherfemito (via, 
* Bee^lsferitid Majorcfe) thatybur^^titfon'efswiaj 
^* have tfee inriport of live thousand reiitos of fOyftl 
■^ *paper, excise and custotn free.* 

Whro or what induced Cromwell i6 shew St> 
tnuch munificence, We know Yibt, but Sur^y th'e 
ttct tvas good and laudable ; especially, consider- 
Ihg that the design thus encouraged, wits C6n^- 
^iitt6d by a set of Episcopal Di^nes, most of 
"whom Were known enemies to his administration^ 
Imd the Yest father pf^ssive uftder tfce usurpation, 
%ah fepFpr6Ver& of It It tnay be too invidious 16 
1ht[iflit,hoW it comes to^aSs, that this Commend- 
able exan^le has been so seldom followed J^jy ^c- 
ceedii^ governments, that were iegai^ aad JH 
ttber respects griacTotis. But gireaft men in gbrtiir)A 
are very apt to forget, that their power extends no 

farther 
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ikither than their otm dfties^ and that t]^ sons of 
ftrt are the men, m4)o must show th^n to pogterity. 
Wbaty thenefor^, our 6avioiir s|.id of charity io 
J^(^faetS| may^ with proper altefationa, be applied 
tQ every eacouragerof learning. A patron of scho- 
lars shajl have a scholar's reward ; justice and 
gn^titude will oblige tthem to transnrit to futurity, 
such signal benefactions, with a;^! due advantage, 
IlilPiigh the ituthgrs of .tbem were otherwise the 

Besides this favour from the Protector, large 
private promises, and subscriptions of money, 
were made early in this year^ 1653, towards the 
ivprk. Whep the proposaU wc^e se.qt abroai^, 
yj^. ^Y^h 1/^6,^8-3, jtQO©]. ar^ affirmed to have 
fheen suhscrihfid, which sum was more than doo« 
Wed in about two months time : for in a letter 
from Mr. Thomas Greaves, diated the 4th of May 
foHo>|viD^ h^ acquaints Mr. Ppcpck, " .th/it Dr. 
*' Walton had assured him, that ^OOOK had J&ien 
^ ,bejdni)roiiused, ^nd that much more was IHcely 
^' to be added, and that he hoped, within three 
^ months to begin the printing thereof." BMt it 
wasthp latter end pf Septembi^r, if pot the begin* 
jDJng pf ,Qctot;»€|r, before :tbe impression of the 
^rstitome, contaimng the Pentateuch, was entered 
upon : one reason of this delay was, that the Ara- 
Itiic letters were not^eady, and the Hebrew typ^s 

W^U^.inm^mi i^m^Mpf^,^\^^V^ observed 

JtSi therein 



;.ther^ by Mft Pococfc ; besides^ which, trmAj. tf 
. the subscribers failed the edit;or, neither advcmo- 
, iig their first payment, nor one farthing after - 
.wards; and he was too circumspect to begin .tSI 
. 1500 pounds were paid in to defray the cbaiges 
, of the first tome, according to the 7th article of 
the proposals. After which, the undertakers pro- 
ceeded chearfuUy wi^h the work. 

The first discouragement they met with wasthe 
death of Mr. Abraham Wheclocke*, the firft 

professor 

* Abraham Wheelocke was born at Loppiogton, i^ Shrop* 
' siiire, (of which county likewise was his patron and foun- 
< der^ Sif Thomas Adams) and admitted of Trinity. College^ 
..in Cambridge: there he became Bach^ldr of Arts,'1\n« 
,l6l* ; Master of Arts, An. 16I8, and was admitted FetloW 
. of Clare Hall the year following; he w^s made one of i)|e 
University preachers. An. l623> and commeiKed Bachelor 
of Divinity in the year l625 ; he was Minister of St. Sepal'* 
« chre's Churchy in Cambridge, from the year l6S9' to the yeax 

AI^oul Uie same time, (viz. 1&2) he tead the Arai^c }cc> 
tiire for Mr. (afterwards Sir Thomas) Adams, though iCwtfi 
not then settled ; he receiving for the same forty pounds {tor 
"^nnum, remitted to him by quarterly payments. 

He read also the Saxon lecture for Sir Henry Spelman, 

( for which he received on annual stipend, not settled', bitt 

voluntary ; together with this^ he gave Mr. Wheelocke tbe 

Vicarage of Middleton, in Norfolk,, worth fifty pounds p^ 

annum, which was intended to be augmented, out of tUa 

'itpprbpriate parsonage, and 'to be the ground of his intended 

'foundation, if Sir Henry's death, whith happened' Odt; 1, 

il$41».bad not prevented it» / %< 

Multiplicity 



yfOfeaaoF ^^ the :Arai>ic and Sexbo 'toi^iies in thr 
Uaiversity of Cambridge, which happeoed just 
before the fir3t tome was commUted tp the prass;- 
satb^^ they bad not the least use of him in that 
work; im province was, jointly with Mn Castle *, 

to, 

i 

Multiplicity of business probably shortened tbis learned* 
man^s days ; for he died at London whilst he was printings 
his Persian gospels, in the month of September l655. I 
Meed oiily add, that after Sir Henry Spelman's death, his^ 
aoDi. and npo&his death, his grandson continued to pay thu 
sjtipend of twenty pounds per annum for reading the $a%o% 
lecture at Cambridge, so long as Mr. Wheelocke lived. 

* Edtnqnd C^tle, or Castell, was born at East H^tleyif 
ik the county of Cambridge, being a younger son of (lobert 
Castell, of East Hatley, Esq. He was matriculated a pen* 
sioner (of Emmanuel College,' Cambridge) July 5, l621 ;^ 
becaine Art- Bac, of the s^me College, l624; Art. Mag. 
|628 ; Tbeol. Bajc. l655, and S, T, P. by the King's UU, 
iters. An. l66D, 

According to Mr. |<^ewcoprt, he was Vicar of Hatfield* 
l^everell, in £ssex, which he resigned An. l638, and Rectoic 
of yVpd^ham-Walter, in the same county, which be also 
l^esigned Ai). l670, and was rnade Prebendary of Canter^* 
bury. An. I667, by the King, to whom, twp years after, he. 
cledicated his great work, viz. Lexicon Heptaglotton, an4 
lays of hin>self in his Epistle Dedicatory; Mihi yero ju 
l^lolehdino hoc per tot ^nnorum lustra indesinenter occur* 
pato, dies ijle tauqi^am festus et otipsus visus est, in quo tftni 
pibliis Poiyglottis, quam Lexicis hisce promovendis, sex« 
idecim aut octodepim hpra^ dietim non insudavi. An ac- 
i^ount almost incredible, had it not come from a man of 
^PB^i yfe]^pity/a9 w^U $is modesty, ' He farther assures th^{ 

Prinpe, 
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to eorreet tbe Syriat: and i^t^bid at ih€ {)ftMi; Ktie 
bk robm wat Blled by Mr. Hyd^ at the rigfitkbi 
lueodatiDtl of Mh POfcbck, vtm witsi dfesirttl' Bjf 
Pr* Walton to procure a fit pehOn for tbttt #oA; 

By the abtb oif October this year, Mh Pocdet: 
sent back to Dr. Walton the first sheet of the 
Pentateuch, with his own various readings upon 
ik, of which the Doctor owns the receipt in a let* 
tier, deited the first of the following !Deccniber, 
and acknowledges th(^m to bp very QSefuL In 
tbs dose of the same letter, he adds^ ^^ I haft 
^ iorxit hope)! frbm a friehd at |t6itae^ tp g^ tiie 

«.* 

itniitXf tL|t iii th'e Work ttien jpreeented to liim, lie had en-r 
^rety isp^ht both ^ competent patrimonial tbrtxihey and aQ 
ihlat he hiid been ablj6 to acquire hifhselif, ^ho was then ia 
Afe ff3d year pf his Age, 

•together with thte Prebend, the Kin^ g^vc him & dispeo* 
satidn of absence in oirde): to attend his Arabic lecti^re at 
Camb|:idgey where he became the first settled Arabic Teq<p 
ttirer, by an indtrumeni und6r the hand of Sir l^ho. Adams, 
jh'e folin'deir, date'd June ^0, ])^£5, i&fter a thirteen ye^^rs va<r 
pancy of that lecture, which, during Mn Whpelocke's life, 
hail bfen voluntarily only. His lectures was beard at first 
iirtth great a^^plause, but in a few years were so much ne^ 
^lect^d, that being then easy, and disposed to be pleasant, 
he put up this affix upon tne school-gates ; Arabics Lingilse 
Prelector eras ibit in desertum. During this period he wa9 
4 ikeniber of St. Jo'hi/s College, being admitted there Octo* 
lfer27, 1671. 

tie died at Hlgham-iGolbyon, in !6edfordshire, An. 1^85, 
whereof he 'Was then fector| wVre be Tfies buried, with % 
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^ Armenian Bibile, and the Cpptiok P^tetcfMcb 
*^ and New Testament, which are in the Vatican^ 
^^ transcribed ; which, if it can be h^d in any rea^ 
^f j^onable time, may be added to these .we have, 
f^ and may malce the last tome/' That these 
pieces did not come in time, is certain, because 
they are not extant in the present Poly glott ; and 
Iwhetber they evisr came at all, I have not been 
jftble to }earn. 

About this time, Mn Pocock wrote to Df. 
Walton and Mr. Thomdike, or both, upon two 
fxinfts of importance relating to the edition in 
hand: the first was, a proposal to have his own 
copy of the Syri^Xrospels, of another translation, 
lirintedl together with that of the Paris edition { 
the other concerned the Latin of the Arabic y^« 
alion, its uncx^rectiiess, and a motion to have it 
meiid^id* In answer to the former of these, Dr. 
Walton replies, Eeb. 22, 1653-4, *' Yoar Syriac 
^' «Gc^peld may he .of use for the various readings, 
^' especially in the most material places ; but my 
^' Lord Primate ithinks it not necessary to print 
-' both the translations at large: if they be of 
^^ any antiquity, jof \»iu€h none can bettw j^gt 
*- than 3i[purselft they will be the moreaeceptable c 
^' a tbe di£Sei:enoe-(from Idne otber translation be 
^^ Wt ^p^9 they may be printigd at the end of 
^Veyery qoluain, as welikave doo^ ^itb TeeWa 
f^ wdtbellQinaa Septaagint" T^ ir^ith ^f the 

case 
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case was, that two Syriac translations of the Goi^ 
pels would have increased the expence of ib/t 
iRTork, which, witibout any additbn to the first de* 
sign, was like to fall very heavy ; and this Mft 
Thorndike, in eflFect, says in a letter to Mr. Po- 
cock, dated only two days after Dr. Walton^s; 
'* I have conferred," says he, ^* with my Lord 
^' Primate aiui Dr. Walton about your motion of 
" the other Syriac in the Gospels, as, perhapsi 
** Dn Walton may write to you about it bere- 
:" after, upon consideration of the charge which 
^' lies upon hin>, and makes a difference m.thf 
*' business." Notwithstanding' all which, ' Dr^ 
Walton, two years after, offered, that if Mr. Po*-. 
cock's Syriac Gospels should, in his own jadg* 
ment, be fit to be translated, and joined with tbi 
other translation, he would publish it with' the 
rest in the New Testament ; but, after the inti^ 
mation above given by Mr. Thorndike, our author 
had too much, candour and modesty to press th6 
matter any further. And thus it fell out, that n6 
manner of use was made of Mr. Pocock's Syriac 
Gospels in the Polyglott, they not having been sO 
much as collated for various readings. The othei' 
motion for mending the Latiq of the Arabic Ver^ 
§ion was certainly of much more importance, and 
It proposal truly worthy of Mr. Pocock's sound 
Judgment and ^ood sense. For the Latin of aii 
Anptbic Version jpoul4 he of no service but to such 
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lt» Wei^ ignorant of that copious languiage, aUd 
1^ long as it was incorrect, must often greatly 
idleceive them ; and accordingly in fact, if wie may 
believe Pere Simon *, the Latin of the Arabic 
HMad other eastern Versions, led Mr. Pool, in his 
Synopsis, into frequent and grievous mistakes* 
To this last proposal, only Mn Thorndike made 
la reply, which inclines me to think that Mr. Po* 
cock mentioned it only to Mn Thomdike, wha 
Beems never to have imparted it to Dr. Walton» 
for reasons, which I think evidently appear in hid 
ietter to Mr, Pocock on this subject, in which bo 
«ays : 

*' As to the Latin of the Arabic, I conceive 
^5 the like might be said of the Syriac; but 1 do 
^>'> not hear you advise that any thing be done to 
** rectify it; that is a work that would be pror 
f* fitable, but troublesome ; and I know not how 
i^'- plausible in another man's work: and truly I 
f* am of advice, that the business of this work is, 
f* rather to settle the originals, resting contented 
^' with giving the translations anciently printed ; 
f* it would be too much to undertake to do that, 
?* for all, which were fit to be done, in. time.*!' 
' True it is, that th.e motion was made too late^ 
otherwise the complying with it would have beeri 
iiighly serviceable to the world, particularly had 
* ' • . * 

i f See hisjCritical PJistory. of the Q. T. 1. iii. c. 15. ' 

'( •. -■ the 
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tbe L»t|B of tl^ Oriental v^rsiQHS of the New 
Tedtamant been QKaqt and literal, it would tet m 
into tbe reading of those ancient copies, Iroti 
vhicb those versions were oiadei of H'hich> bj 
reason of its pi^sent laxness and inaccuracy, 119 
certain judguieot can be formed, but by sucb a* 
cbmpetently understand the origioaUr Tbe aam^ 
advantage would have arisen from a trne and ser^ 
vile lAtin version of siicb Eastern translations <^ 
Ifae Old Testament, as were made from the Sep^ 
tuagint, towards ascertaining tbe ancient rear 
dJDgs of it : but such is the infelicity of aU bar 
man counsels and undertakings, that those wbicb 
seem oearest to perfection, appear still .capable 
of impftX)yeineiU; and no sooner k one defect 
eapplied, but others immediately discover tbem- 
Gelvies« 

To the year 1654, Dr. Walton acquaints Mr* 
Pooodc, that after the tezt of tbe Pentatendi 
should be printed oSE, which, he supposes, would 
besUxMrt Bartholomew-tide, tbey had some thoughts 
(if all things could be got ready in time) pf print- 
ing the New Testament next, ^' both becanse it 
is the principal part, and would give satii^aetion 
!to tiie most: so," adds he, *^ Erpenkis did with 
^* bis Arabic, and so i percei?e tiiey did by tbe 
*' Padsian ; that so, if any thing sh^skl inter- 
*' vene, the chief parts of the Bible might be 
'^ fin^t doM/' He concludes: *^ By your next, I 

^* pray 



it 
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* P^S y*^ ^^* ^® ^^^ y^^^ opinion." What ^ 
Mt. Pocock's judgment was, cotit:erning thist 
^ifity no where appears; but soon after Dh 
Wblton saw caude to alter hh purpose, ^as he 
Afterwards writee to onr author. " I find,** say* 
he, *^ though teuth desired by many, this is M 
^ inuch distated by Mr. Selden, and some oihersi 
^* whode judgtnenti^ I value, that, I think, we 
^^ shall go on now with the other books in order, 
^ and the rather, because I find I shall hardly 
** get all things ready for the New Testament in 
•* in ISO short a time." 

And now they were preparing for the second 
lortie of the Polyglott Bible, which contains the 
historical books ; at which time Dr. Walton was 
])ut upon a fruitless inquiry, after the Chaldee 
t^araphrase upon the Chronicles, which Raviug 
Itiffirmed he had seen in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford ; but he was soon convinced, that Eaviui^ 
was ndistftken, there being no such Targum at 
Oxford, ** Nor," adds he, ** in Cambridge, thou^ 
^ dome of Brpenius's books be there.** How*- 
ever, it appeared afterwards, that they were both 
in an error, as to this Targum on the Chronicles ; 
Itaviud, In affirming he had seen it at Oxford, 
ftnd Br. Walton, in supposing it was not at 
OAttibfidge, where Mr. Samuel Clarke afterward* 
^onnd, and transcribed it i of which more in itl^ 

l^^per place. In October th|9 year^ the first 

tome 



tome.^as gpish^y ijiau^e the inalicio^g sufmiset 
9f some envipua and dist^ected per$ons» of whoin 
J^. Watf;aq comglains. It seems, the ^e^lot^ of 
|bpsi^ days, not contented. with getting into the 
|«;arin places oif tlje ejected Clergy, envied tbem> 
pyep while they were starving in the cause of re-^ 
|igion and loyalty : they had effectually excluded 
th^nv from serving God^ and promoting |)is holj 
truths, as Churchmen, and they yvere uneasy at 
their glprioys efforts tp do this as scholars, . 
. In July, 1655, they entered on the tiiird vo-* 
Jume of the Bible, which contained the writings 
pf Pa^id, Solomon, and the Prophets, land finished 
the second tome before the end of that month ; 
^fom which time, we are unable to give a particu- 
lar detail of the progress of this great, work, pr 
to say any mpre,; than that it was ^entirely finished 
towards the close of the yep-r 1 657, W^l that on 
^he Ifitb of May 1^58, Dr, Walton sent Mn 
Pocock the remaining parts of tbi? Pplyglott Bible^ 
.which he had not before presented him withal, 
Its also those manuscripts and books which he had 
Jent them, except the ^thiopic Psalter, wWc^ 
J\j[r. Castle desired either to buy pr borrow. 

^nd thus, in ^bpui|: four ye^rs, was finished 
the English Pplyglott Bible, the glory pf th^t age, 
^nd of the Eqgljsh Church apd nation, a work 
vastly exceeding all former attenipts of that kinc^ 
^U4 tiM cftme sp pear perfeqtion, as to discou^ 



»Tage all future ooea. One wouU therefore ttunk, 
' tbat^ at home at leasts it should have been wdi 
entertained by all, tiiat bad any regard for reU- 
. gion and learning ;• and jret, no sooner was it 
.published, than some principal jaoen amoag the 
prevailing piatty were very much o&pded lit IC; 
fearing, perhaps^ the indignation - ef fore^evs 
r against them,, for having, with little merit, and 
; against all ktw^ and title, taken the places of such 
• prodigies for learning and industry, as Dr» W^ 
.tpn> Mr. Pocock, and Mr. Thorndike, &c* -> 
Amongst tibese was Dr. Owen, who, the nejit 
year, together with a Latin Tract against the 
Quakers, I know not by what rules of congruitji^ 
was. pleased tO; publish one in, English against 
^e PolyglOtl; J3ible:. many things injurious to (he 
:Reformatio]:^ and even to Christianity itself, he 
ipretended to discover in it, especially in the Fro^ 
legomena and Appendix; and, accordingly, made 
BO small outcry against it : but how far envy enf- 
gaged- him to meddle with things above his 
knowledge, how frequently he contradicted him^ 
^eif, and really fell into . those crimes, which he 
-imly fancied others to be guilty of; and particut* 
larly, bow he jnisrepresented and misapplie$l 
aome things asserted by Mr. Pocock, in his Fta^ 
faoe to the Arabic various readings before-men- 
tioned, was, in a short time, unanswerably shelWn 
by Dr. Walton, in a discourse he published for 
V ? that 
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that porpose K Indeed, it is aoC eney to (UM^ivt, 

bow Md the case was of the true sons of ther 

CbuFch of England, io those tames. As a gmat 

variety of nseaiis wore made use of to oppre^ 

jaqd ruin them, so they voro tneated with a|l 

Jcinds of calumny and reviling ; yea, tiuMo veiy 

per^rmanoes, which were of the ^eatest ^emcer 

Io the Churdi of God, and wiU he monumesfe 

4>f their piety and aeal £or Divine truth «b Iqpg 

as 4he world ^U lafit, their 4Niseasoaable pers^- 

cutors were «ot ashamed to chitfge with a xlogign 

Jto <pronK)te Atheisid or Popery^ A cnuoh iater 

^and.mofie learned person has censuned Mr. £o- 

«ock, for son()etliing in iiis plefaoeto the A^abisk 

^arioifs f^eadings/ so 4fSt0a aientioneid/ i^s. Abbe 

Jtenaudot : He {HiM. P4»tpia9^. Al^JCiii$idr. p. 

77 f Sf ^qd t^bargss Abulfeda with jgnorailce. So 

iK)t kf&owing ifthat itbe OU XeataiiieDt Imd ^heep 

4rmslated into Arabic [in iM j^ioe] whschy .oiW^ 

'he, deeded the learned Fooock^ M'ben bo gCQUBd^ 

liis conjeetuce, as to Idie antiquity lof (the Acobip 

foroion on kk testtmony. JBut that lascD^d pop* 

«on appeacs ^bopein >to have xommittod a douU^ 

mistake : For, first, Abulfeda, in :tfae plaice i^jefe&- 

Md>to% Ronaiidot,.saysnpthlDg of tthe jintii;^!^ 

<^ the Arable ^fwrnon, /but oidy 4bitf ^^ tyonnoo 

^ T)ie%CASM4^star rcpDsMened,f riiitc4 at lWo% A. P* 

into 



Ukto thut kidgoage had not then been written m 
Arabic characters. Sdly, Even in this Mr. Pa- 
cock does not follow Abalfeda, declaring, in ttiaft 
very Prefttce, that be would not rashly affirm, 
What the other did, that the said version was at 
that time first put into « Saracenic dt^s, since 
Ahen Ezra asserte of Saadias bimseif, that be 
l^med the 4aw into the Ismaelitic tongue andcha*- 
¥acten Sm this Saadias died above 900 years lie- 
Ifope the time of Ahulfeda ♦. 

The pleasure Mr. Pocodc received fmai seeing 
90 msdul a work, and in which himself had m 
]great a share, brought to a happy oondunoD, was 
"sadly ab&ited towwds tlie end of the -same year^ 
i»y Uie death of Dr. Oeravd Langbaine, ite ^ery 
'IterMdaad ingenmis Provost of i^ueen's Col* 
lege, in Oirford. Our author, in very imoving 
3tertnj», latnents this loss to himself and t^ pcdDiic, 
writing thus to Ludovicus Forgius, Doctor off 
Ffay^c, at Sauraur. 'Oavmum tristi admodum 
^tmntiif adFunus Awici (vel nquod^anetmi N^^ 
ynen e^i) ckam&kni XStrarA Lamgbamy tnagni 
Academia yiostnte iLunkims et inqmo f^es Utera^ 
^ria irriparainlem pasia €9t Jacturamf rure &co* 
catus, Uterw U'te *-<-> — aceepu Indeed, the loss 

^ See fotr th^s n^ole Matter'Oagmer in 'Braef. ^ Ahulfed. 
{Vie* S^ctiftRlaiedis, and JSiUt's .Note» on Bayle^ Hftder the 
«ord Abulfedn, p. Il£. 

Mr. 
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Mr« Pocock sustaiaed, by the death of tbis.^^ 
cellent man, wais very great : for^ by bis prudeiice|[ 
activity, and interest, be bad been supported and 
encouraged throughout tbosip difficult tiaaes, whicb| 
without sm:b assistaneei must have overwhelmed 
^ man. so little practised in the affairs of thf 
world, as our author. And as he greatly needed 
such friends^ so the good Providence of God stiU 
supplied hitsi with tbem, from time to tifoie, till tlii^ 
Restoration brought peace and settlemeai, an(i 
ordinary prudence was sufficient to secure an ho* 
nest man froin violence aiid vexation* The Pof 
ly^ott was scarce finished, before two other pror 
jccts appeared, that were grafts upon that aoble 
iindertaking, and carried oil by some learned as- 
sistants to it The first was, an -additiDQal or 
seventh tome of the Polyglott Bible, cont;aimn| 
mat^y pieces not taken into the former six ; among 
which was, Mr. Pocock's Syriac Gospels, of a 
different translation, from that followed by Dtf 

Walton : this \yas finished, but, ibr what reaso]^ 

* 

J know not, never published, and is, by the Oxr 
ford historian, reckoned among Mr, SamueJ 
Clark's works, with this tiUe, Septimum BibUo^ 
rum Polyglattuv Volumen^ cum, mrmnibus antyr 
quissimis^ non Chaldaicd tantum, sed Syriacis^ 
JEthiopiciSy Copticis, Arabicb, Persicis contra;'' 
turn. The other was a Lexicon to the Oriental 
languages of the Polyglott editron, known by thfe 
1 name 



I 
\ 



! 



BR. £DWARB l^OCK. SlSS 



itttihe o^the Heptaglott Lexicon, carried on chiefly 

-by the very learned and indefatigable Dn Castel\ | 

and published by him several years after. In 

boA these learned designs Mr. Pocock's assist* 

ance was desired, and readily granted. 

It has been already observed, page 149, that^ 
in the year 1652, Mr. Pocock, at the importo* 
nity of Mr. Selden, began the translation of a 
large historical discourse, viz. the Annals of 
Eutychius, Melchite Patriarch of Alexandria^ 
but of Arabic into Latin, which translation was 
publ]6hed> together with the original, in two vo- 
lumes, at Oxford, in the year 1658. And though 
this had been considered by learned men. abroad 
as a very useful work, and as such was recom*- 
mended to Erpenius, by Isaac Casaubon *, with 
all imaginable earnestness ; yet, Mr. Pocock de^ 
clares in the Preface, tiiat it was not undertake^ 
by him from his own inclination ; but upon the 
persuasion and importunity of Mr. Selden. Doubt- 
less he did in no sort affect that cause, for the 
sake of which Mr. Selden was so fond of Euty- 
chius, and therefore was unwilling to give any 
seeming ground for being thought a {Murtoer ia 
it That learned man, having been censwed bj 
the High Commission for some oflfeosive passjsgef 

* Isaaci CMSttboni Epistol9, waaa^ 75% 
yOh. I. Q 
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10 hi» Historyi <^ Tithei^ became not q lUtle diih 
pkased mX^i $oine Bijfaops qf the Church of £i|g«^ 
land ; And though c^^t^rwards, l^r a^vciul yeQjp% 
he met with a great deal of reapect from themf 
on account of his very great learniag, y^t th© n* 
^ntmeat of that farmer usage lay deep in his 
mind^ and was at lexigth sufBcieiitly discovered by 
him, as he found an opportunity for it. Sor in 
the year 1642, to hear down Episcopsicy, which 
wits then sinkiug ip tbi$ ns^tion, he publishi^d, what 
he wpuld hftve to be thought, ia. mighty argun^eat 
{gainst it ; namely, the account which thi& £uty^ 
chius gijves of ^he Church of Alexandria, (kiriisig 
the thi^^e first centuriea : but though Mr. Seldea, 
in a large Preface to that paragraph of Eutyduqa, 
and ^ l^JTgQ commentary upon it, did aiti he could 
ta naAke it secv^ bis desiga> it hath been Iblly 
proved to be in no sort sufficient &>t it. Abra* 
faaiu EcheUensia, a learned Maronite, in a book 
Sar this purpose, publfsh&d some time after at 
fiome*^, shewed, am.oiSg other things, that Mr. 
Selden was no fiur tmnslator of Eutycbius's* Ara» 
Utty &f^ appealed to Mr. Pocock and Mr. loba 
jCfraMSwipr the truth of what h& asserted : Iml^ 
trup^iflg the trac^alion Just; that the. whole 
ffflEasagdis & periect &Lbley hath beea abai^antly 

' * Eutych, Vini AiyoE^ Ab. Echelleu&i, Bfmds, A. D. 
1661, Par. I. c. ix. p. ^9. 

made 
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famdooiit by several learDed men** It was oo 
itooder therettore, that &^ mao of Mr. Pocock'n 
tcaoper and prineipl^s should need the tnmt im* 
portufnate peituiaskms to translate and publish a 
bodC) which Mr. Selden had made* such use of: 
borwever, by performing that work,, he haib beea 
rev J far from doing any disservice to the. cause of 
Episcopaey : for, as he hath put that paragraph 
m a truer light t; so, by his Latin version of the 
whole book, he has enabled tbose^ who befote 
eottld be no judges of the matter, fully to per* 
eeive, how little credit is due to an anthor, who^ 
as* Mn Pocock declares in the Preface to him Xf 
haa many iabuloiis things relating to ancient his* 
totyi and gives u^ absurd accounts of the trans*^ 
acticms hi the Western parts of the world, as out 
wrilersf commonly do in those of the Eastern. Mr. 
Setdea, indeed, speaks very magnificently of this 
Arabjaa ; he esteems him, he says, as an Egyp^* 
tian Bede§, and makes no doubt at all, but that 
bis* Andals were for the most part taken out of the 
archives qf the Church of Alexafldrla : but that 
learned man did not cotistder what another Ata** 

* Morinus de Ordinationibus, Par. III. c. 7« Haromondi 
Diisertatio tertia contra Blondellum, c. x, Waltoni Pro« 
legomena in Bib. Polygl. Prol, 14. Sect. 10. Pearsoni 
Vindiciae Ignat. Par. I. c. x. f Vid» Pearsoni Vin- 

diciae, par. I. p. 180. ed. Cantab. l672, J Praef. in 

Annal. £utych. p. 3. $ Praef. ad Grig. Eutych, p. 23. 

Q 2 biaa 
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i 

\ bian writer^ (whose history Mr. Pocoek 4lterwcr4 

t translftted and published) hath made maoifesV 

i 

I namely, that in the tenth ag^ wfaeraiD £utyGhios 

iired, there were no archives of that Church ; iw 
Khen that city was taken by the Saracens^ nuuiy 
years bef<Nre in the reign of Sultan Omar, his 
General, Amnis £bnol As, by a partkular order 
frdm his master, commanded all the books and 
writings in it to be sent to the baths, as fuel for 
heating them, where they were all consumed. 
Indeed, he that hath read these Aanals of £uty* 
diiius, cannot but be fully sensible, how %no^ 
rant he was of the anti<{uities of his own Church. 
Nobody was more famous within the time^ which 
the paragraph published by Mr. Selden relates 
to, than Origen : Now this man, who lived in the 
former part of the third century, Eutychius 
trusts down to the middle of the sixth, makes 
a Bishop of him, and brings him to the Council 
of Constantinople called by the Emperor Jus- 
tinian, to be there condemned f . Of what use, 
therefore, soever these Annald may be, either in 

some chronolo^cal pdnls :{;, about which other 

_ writers 

• Greg. Abal. Pharagn Hist Dyuasi p. 114. 
> Eat^cliii Annales, torn. FL p. 1/ 1 . t See Bishop Pearson, 
de Successione primonim Romanas Episcoporum Dissert. I. 
c. 14^ et Praef. Annales Eutych. p. 3. N. B. Bishop Pe«i^ 
ton, who, oji axftther occasion, (in his Vindic. Ignat.) Iiad 
rejected the authority of Entychius, aft not to l^ credited^ 

eTta 

9 
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nhriters are silent or defective, or in the historical 
account he gives of the Persians and other 
Oriental nations, it is certain, his bare authority 
^oannot be sufficient in any matter to overthrow 
the general consent of the Greek and Latin. fa* 
tilers, and church historians. 

This edition of Eutychius was carried on at the 
sole charge of Mr. Selden, as appears by several 
letters sent to him by Dr. Langbaine, in one of 
which the Doctor, upon Mr. Pocock's disliking one 
of the characters of the Arabic fount at Oxford, 
desiring him to procure, at London, a new pun-^ 
ebion and mattrice, with five or six pounds of 
letter thus pleasantly addressed him in the words 
of the Friar in Chaucer, who begged money for 
eompleating their cloister. 

Now help Thomas, for him that harrow'd hell, 
Or else mote we aU our books sell. 

But what puts it more out of dispute, that the im- 
pression of Eutychius was entirely made at Mr. 
3elden s expence is, that, by a codicil made to his 

even ih the affairs of his own church, is taxed by the learned 
^d ingenious author of Reflections upon Ijearniug, for allow- 
ing his authority in the affairs of the Church of Rome, and 
with forsaking our Greek and Latin authors, to follow his 
footsteps, in his posthumous piece, just now referred to. Re- 
elect, upon Learoing, p. 158, I5i?. 

will 
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will the year before his death, he bequeathed it m 
his sole property to Dr. Langbaine, and Mr, Pq» 
cock. 

In justice, therefore, to Mr. Selden's memory, 
who died tliree or four years before this book was 
published, his picture was put before it, and the 
following words, on Dr. Langbaine's request, were 
added in the title page, Jilustriss. Joanne Seldeno t5 
l*.dxot(ir3i ChoragQ : and though nothing more was 
meant by them, than that Mr. Selden was at the 
€x pence of this chargeable work, the Choragus in 
the play being, as a very learned man * hath ob- 
served on the occasion, the person who was at the 
charges of exhibiting the scenes f ; yet it hath 
given some ground to several persons (and parti- 
cularly to the compiler of the catalogue of printed 
books in the Bodleian Library, published in tlie 
year 1674) to imagine, that Mr. Selden began his 
translation, and that Mr. Pocock only finished it ; 
whereas, the former never translated any other 
part of Eutychius, than that short paragraph al- 
ready mentioned, which he published many years 
before, and which Mr. Pocock hath corrected. To 
this mistake concerning the translation, it may not 
be improper to add another about the author him- 
self: his. name, at first, was Said Ibn Batrick, 

• Dean Prideaux, in his Life of Mahomet. 
t See Plaut. in Persa- Act 1, Sceii. 3. Satur. UoBtv Orna- 
menta i Tox. Abs. Chorago sumito. 

tvbicb^ 
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whicb^ when he was imide patrieufcht he changed 
into that of Eutychius^ a& expressive iu the Greek 
language of what he was called in the Arabic * : 
and this Greek name, I believe, was that which 
gave occasion to Dr. Heylyh, in his life of Arch« 
bishop Laud, to mention this Eutychius, as a 
Greek writer f. The Doctor is followed in this 
fef ror by Mr. Ant. Wood, in the account he gives 
of Mr* Selden's life, where he also falls into some 
others ; for, in the catalogue of Mr. Selden's 
works, having mentioned Fersio et Commentarius 
ad Eutychii Ecclesia Akxandrinte Origines, 
Lond. l64£, he goes on saying, to which ar$ 
Added, the said Eutychius's Annals, with Com- 
ments thereon, by Edward Pocock, of Corpus 
Christ! College* Oxon. 

Nothing else, particularly relating to our au- 
thor, occurs to us, till March l659-€0^ when, the 
secluded Members of the House of Commons be- 
ing restored to their seats in Parliament, had ap- 
pointed a Committee to consider of Dr. Rey* 
Holds (afterwards Bishop of Norwich) his re* 
stitution to the Deanery of Clirist Church, from 
Whence he was removed, for not taking the 
engagement; Dr. Wallis, the eve^memorable 
Savilian Professor at Oxford, hearing this, and 

* Seldeni Prsef. ad Orig, Eutych. p. T* 
f Cyprianus Anglic, par. II. hb* iv« p. 303. 

that 
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that Dr. Mills's case removed from a ca« 
nonry in that Church on the same account, lay. 
also before the same Committee, and thinking Mr. 
Pocock's case* who lost bis canonry on the like 
score, fairer than either of theirs was, recom* 
mended it to Major Fincher, probably a Member 
of that Parliament This he did unknowa to our 
author, who was then at Childry, and whom, in. 
that exigence, he had no time to consult : aoid be- 
cause Dr. Wallis's representation of Mr. Pocock's 
case contains many facts worthy of the curious 
reader's notice, I shall give it in the Doctor's own 
words. 

^^ The disposal of the Deanery and Canonsbip 
** in Christ Church were heretofore reputed to be* 
^' long to the King, who did accordingly from 
^^ to time to t|me dispose of them. In the time of 
^^ King James, be did, by his charter, annex 
'^ one of the Canonships to the Divinity Profes<* 
^* sor, and his successors for ever; and King 
*^ Charles another of them to the Hebrew Profeii* 
^* sor, and a third to the University Orator, which 
f< were accordingly enjoyed. Upon the death of 
'^ Dr. Morris^ Hebrew Professor, the Committee 
^* of both Houses (who did then manage the a& 
^* fairs of the University) did put Mr. Pocock intq 
" bis place and Canonsbip, who did accordingly 
" enjoy it for some time, till, for refusing to sub- 
'^ scribe the engagement, he was (at the same time 
^ with. Dr. Reynolds and Df. Mills) put out of 

" Hebrew 
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^' Canonslup; bot remained (as still he doth) 
*^ Hebrew Professor. Upon the death of Dr. 
^' French (who was put into his place), the en« 
'' gi^ement being before that time taken ofl^ it 
^' was thought that Mr. Pocock's right did again 
^^ revive, and that he ought to be restored to that 
'^ Canonship, as Hebrew Professor for the time 
'^ being, there being now no bar in the way. And 
^^ while there were motions in the University to 
" petition for it, Dr. Owen (then Vice-ChanceU 
^^ lor, and in favour with the Protector) under« 
'^ took to manage that business himself, itnd-went 
^' up ItQ London about it But thereupon, in- 
'^ stead of Mr. Pocock, Mr. Pointer was put into 
^^ that place by the Protector^ who was supposed 
'^ to have no power to dispose of it to any other 
^^ person, than the Hebrew Professor for the time 
\^ being : and beside this, by an Act of the Par* 
^' liament before the last interruption, all grants 
'^ of the Protector were made void, and therefore 
'^ this among Ihe rest : and before that Act they 
^^ were yet presumed so weak, that Dr. Wilkins 
'^ and others got new grants (to the places which 
*' the Protector had bestowed on them) from the 
'^ Parliament, and the like was endeavoured for 
** Mr. Pointer, but could not be obtained ; so 
'' that, upon the whole matter, there seems very 
'' little t9 be said, why Mr. Pocock should not be 
^* restored. That which is to be done in order to 
'* it, is, that a motion be made in the House, for 

" this 
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^ this busirtess' to be referred to tb^ stime Coin^ 
*• Aiittee with that of Dr. Reynolds, and that (If 
** tieed be) sutnmons be sent to Mr. Pointer to 
•^ a{>pear, if be have any thitig to feay^ why Mr. 
*' Poojck should not be restored." Tliis letter 
vnB ddted March 6, 1659^60*'* 

Whether the House would have hearkened to 
tbti remonstrance or no, there was no time to- 
judge : for in ten days After the date of Dr, 
Wallis's letter, this long Parlianient passed an 
Act for its own dissolution, and for calling a new 
6tte, to meet on the 26th of the following month. 
They met accordingly ; and God having now suf- 
ficiei^ly tried the faith and patience of his suffer- 
ing Church of England, was pleased to put into 
the hearts of this Convention to invite the King to 
bis throne* And thus, by a turn of Providence, 
never enough to be adored and acknowledged, 
our ancient constitution was restored to us, at a 
timetoc^ when that blessing was thought very dis- 
tant) if not utterly despaired of. • 
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SECTION IV- 

. The year 1660 was auspicious to Mr. Pocock 
on more accounts than one : for I find him con- 
gratulated by a friend at this time^ upon his reco- 
very from a fit of sickness, wliich he calls the pro^ 
drome to the public restauration. In the month 
of June he attended the Vice- Chancellor, when he 
waited on the King to present him with the Ox- 
ford verses on that happy occasion; nor was it 
long before our author, among ether oppressed 
loyalists, felt the benefit of that national deliver- 
ance : for the Canonry of Christ Church, annexed 
to the Hebrew Lecture at Oxford, by King 
Charles the First, and from which he had now 
been removed, for refusal of the engagement, 
about ten years, was restored to him ; the intruder 
JMLving been turned out by the delegates, ap- 
pointed to visit that University, presently after tl)e 
Restoration. It has been already said, that Mr. Po- 
cock, on the death of l>r. Morris, was, upon the 
recommendation of Dr. Sheldon and Dr. Ham- 
. mond, nominated to the Hebrew Lecture, and the 
Canonry thereto annexed, by King Charles the 
First, then (1648) a prisoner in the Isle of Wight, 
but that he was not constituted by patent, the 
King not having the Great Seal then in his power : 
but Dr. Sheldon, then Dean of the Chapel Royal, 

and 
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and soon after Bishop of London, took care to 
have that defect supplied the very month after the 
King's return : for this purpose, Letters Patent 
were granted (bearing date June 20, An. Duodec. 
Car. S^ndi) constituting Mr. Pocock Hebrew Pro- 
fessor, and Canon of Christ Church, by virtue 
whereof, he was solemnly installed on the 27th of 
tiie month following. The difficulties also that 
formerly attended degrees, being now removed by 
the late happy change, he took that of Doctor of 
Divinity on the 20th day of December, in the 
same year. 

It has already been observed, that Mn Pocock^ 
though be succeeded Dr. Morris in the Hebrew- 
Lecture at Oxford, by order of the Committee of 
Parliament, was not promoted to his Canonry^ 
which bad been annexed to that Lecture, but to 
the Canonry of Dr. Payne, who, together witk 
Dr. Fell, the Dean of Christ Church, and some 
others of the Prebendaries, was removed by the 
said Committee, for a pretended high contempt ctf 
the authority of Parliament By these means it 
came to pass, that Mr. Pocock was forced to ac- 
cept of another house or mansion, and not that 
which belonged to the Canonry, that had been an- 
nexed to the Hebrew Lecture by King Charles 
the Fif^t It has been related likewise, how he 
and his friends laboured to get him admission to 
his proper House and Canonry, ^ and upon 

failure 
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fiulure of success, how he entered his protest 
with a salvo to the rights of the Hebrew Profit- 
worship. I need not repeat the little regard that 
was paid^ in those times, to Royal Grants, nor 
how the same Committee aft^wards deprived 
him of his Canonry, while they suffered him to 
retain the Lecture, to which a Cancmry^had been 
inseparably annexed. And though at the Resto^ 
ration, as hath been already said^ he was again 
installed a Canon of that Church, he had yet the 
mortification to see another in possession of those 
lodgings, which belonged to his predecessor in the 
Hebrew Professorship, Dr. M orris. The intruder 
at this time was John Mills, Doctor of Law, and 
then Member of the House of Commons : this 
Dr. Mills, though most evidently a lay-man, had 
been Canon of Christ Church *, and was removed 
thence at the same time with Dr. Reynolds and 
Mr. Pocock, and on the same pretence ; namely^ 
for refusing the engagement. At the Restoration 
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 Mr. Ant. Wood, in his Hist, and Antiq, of the Univ. of 
Oxford, accounts for the whole matter : he acquaints us, 
that Dr. Mills was put into the Canonry of Dr. Morris, the 
Hebrew Professor, by the Committee of the two Houses, wh# 
probably had no scruples about the legality of a lay-canon of 
Christ Church. Being, therefore, restored by the long Par- 
liament, just before they dissolved themselves, to that Ca- 
toonry, which he afterwards lost by refusing the engagement, 
he came again of course into the lodgings belonging to it. 

he 
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.be gM poasefi^Q of Ehr* Morris^ bouse^ and de^ 
tMwd it froin Mr. (now Dr.) Pocdck, in right of 
bis pr^ten^ion to the cmoDry, out of wbicb he bod 
formerly been ejectad. la order to the recomry 
ef .these lodgings, the University of Oxford joined 
nfitb. Dr« PooDck in a petition to the Diebegates^ 
eppoiskted by the King,, sooa after hia retum, to 
vi^it that University, for a hearing- before tfaem,. or 
before any of the Judges, to whom their Hoooutb 
might think fit to refer the cooAfderatioa oi it 
The result of this affair was, that the Defegatea 
•first removed Dr. Mills from the Cfinonry for 
which he was unqualified, and pot Dr. Poeeck 
ioto the lodgings proper to the stall that was aa«- 
ne^ed tothe Hebrew Professorship^ and. into wbicb 
he was put, by virtue of the Letters Patent he bad 
$0 iMely obtained. 

Axid now the remaining part of Ik. Pocock's 
}ife being of one tenor or way, spent in sttidy, and 
doing good, witliQut j:hose travels or sufferings^ 
which have so much lengthened this discourse, 
what we have further to do, will, for the most part 
be, to give some account of those other books he 
published, according to the order of time in vrbicfa 
they were printed, and then, to lay those things 
together, which may serve to some imperfect idea 
of his very great worth. 

In this year 1660, he printed his Arabic Ver^ 
sioni of Hugo Grotius s Treatise coiicerning the 

Truth 
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bQQJ(» which 4«i^rv6d!iy loet with the lugheat ^p^ 
p\M^e ffom ^Q teariii^ci wmf h«d b^^ already 
tffai»hlKcl{ into i^v^ral l^nguages^ particularly 
£Dgli»h> Dutch^ French,, Swedish and Greek ; bu^ 
ia no tQngue: eould it be thought more useful^ 
thaa ia the Arabic, being a language understood,. 
not only in the Ottoman empire, but in Persia^ 
Taitary, and all tboae parts of India w^ Afrioai. 
vhere Mahometism haa prevailed. Among ther 
professors of that auperstjtion, doubtless there ar^ 
aonae well-meaning people who would entertaia 
feiucmrable thoughts of Christiaoity, were they su£^ 
ficiently made acquainted with the reasonableness 
aad excellency of it. The conv^^on of suQh„ 
Pn Pocock had in view, when he Hxsi resolved 
upon this work ; acid not only that, but tbe ia« 
stru^tion and better establishment of the Cbcia* 
tians, that are very numerous in some of those 
countries, who> by reason of the bondage they arel 
ufider, know but little of the holy religion they 
profess^ and the evideni::e on which it is; bqilt; and 
tbeiefore, to mend their worldly condiiti^n,. are too 
o£len tempted into apostasy. And to make tbia 
translation more fit for these purposes, he took the 
Uberty,^ which the learned author allowed him (in 
a visit he made to him. at Paris^ when he returned 
the last time out of the East) of making such alter- 
ations as he thought neccjssary : Grotius's iotio- 

duction 
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ductioQ being odly an account addressed on a ptit^ 
ticular occasion to Hierod. Bignonius, of a work 
of thp Kke nature, which he bad formerly pub^ 
lished in Dutch, and also containing in it, some 
expressions relating to the Mahometans, which in 
the entrance might, perhaps, discourage those 
people from perusing the book, Dr. Pocock 
thought fit to leave oiit, and instead thereof, he ia«^ 
serted a Preface entirely new. In this Prefece he 
proposes the design of the whole treatise, which 
was, he says, to inquire concerning the true wor« 
ship of God, and the arguments of its truth ; shews 
the vast importance of such researches ; prays for 
the divine illumination, which is necessary to 
render them effectual. He gives some account of 
the persons to whom this work would be especially 
serviceable, which are not only those, who are 
mistaken in religious matters, but such also to 
whom God, in his mercy, hath shewn the way of 
truth, who, if of competent understandings, might 
be furnished by it, with proper weapons to con-^ 
qoer error ; but, if of meaner capacities, would yet 
be enabled, by the perusal of it, to contmue sted- 
fas^ resisting th^ assaults of those, ^ho should la-» 
bour to pervert them. Moreover, he shews of 
what kind the arguments made Use of in it, are ; 
namely, such as, being collected from the books 
both of ancient and modern authors, who have 
written on this subject, are sure and convincing, 

and 
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tth4 ftlM ^y to be underdtdod* Besides thfo 
new Preface, he also made several changes in the 
Olh book, ifV'hereiri the author applies himself to 
th() tonhkBlion of* Mahometism, amending some 
thittga, and leaving out others, both iti the 5th and 
loth ge<itiotis of it, afid particularly the pretended 
iwii^attle of the tiyitig of the dove to Mahomet'jj 
ettf, as hdvittg no foundation, either in the Wti** 
llrigs dr Opinions of his foUdwers : about which, 
when he discoursed with Gfotius, that learned 
than fVwly acknowledged * his taking the story 
only from our own writers, especially from Sca»* 
Hger, in his notes on Manilius. 

This version, as I have formerfy shewn, Dr, 
Pdcock had intended to publisli many years be* 
fore, a*id the riBason of his delaying it sd very lon^ 
tindbubtedly wdi, the cost of printing it : for the 
copies of it being not for sale, but charitable Uses, 
a sum was required for this, much beyond his own 
ability : but this difficulty was now removed by 
the generous offer of the Honourable Robert 
Boyle, Esq. ; that great promoter of all useful 
knowledge, both divine and human, who, as sodil 
as he understood this design of Dr. Pocock, as- 
sured him, that he would bear the whole charge 
itrf" it Indeed, that pious and learned gentleman, 
oA whom God had bestowed a double blessing, a 

* Spec* Hist. Arab* p. 186» 
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plentifbl estate^ and therewith a heart to us6 it 
well, never omitted- any opportunity, that pre« 
sented itself, of doing service to the interests of true 
religion. At bis cost, the Irish New Testament 
was reprinted, and be was chiefly at the expence 
also of reprinting the old. Upon his desire, and 
by his encouragement, that Catechism, which the 
learned Mr. William Seaman translated into 
Turkish, was printed ; and, as appears by a letter 
of Mn Seaman's to Dr. Focock, the same honour- 
able person gave 601. towards printing the New 
Testament turned by him into the same language : 
and at this time, the zeal he bad for the propaga* 
tion of Christianity, engaged him to all the ex* 
pence, which was necessary, that Grotius's ad* 
mirable defence of it might be read in a tongue ge- 
nerally studied in all those countries, which have 
embraced the superstition of Mahomet. 

It is heartily to be wished; that the success of a 
work so truly Christian, had been answerable to 
the zeal, with which it was both undertaken and 
promoted : but of that, indeed, after ail possible 
inquiry, we are able to give but a slender account. 
Mr. Boyle writes to Dr. Pocock, January 24, 
1660-1, that " he had discoursed with a very un- 
" derstanding and religious -gentleman, a chief 
** member pf the council for trade and the plan- 
" tatioas, and one that had a great interest in the 
** merchants, who promised his assistance in get- 

' «* ting 
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** ting this translation properly dispersed/' I 
find likewise, by the same letter, that Mn Baxter 
strenuously employed his interest witii the Turkey 
Company to the same purpose ; ' that it was pro- 
posed at a meeting of the merchants trading to 
those parts, who well liked it, and readily offered 
to disperse, as discreetly as they could, as many 
books as should be put into their hands. By 
another letter of the same honourable person to 
Dr. Pocock, we likewise learn, that a quarter of a 
hundred of these books had been already deli- 
vered to some merchants, and that a much greater 
number would be committed to their care, as soon 
us it should be determined at Oxford, what sort of 
binding would be most proper for the East But 
for what particular places these were intended^ or 
in what manner they were to be disposed of^ J 
cannot find: that very few were distributled at 
Constantinople, the very learned Dr. Thomas 
Smith, who went to reside there in the year 1668^ 
bad reason to believe. He affirmed, ** that he did 
*^ not know of so much as one single copy in that 
** place, except that, which he carried out of £ng- 
^^ land himself, and which he presented there to a 
'^ Turkish Imaip, or priest of his acquaintance^ 
^^ who was well-skilled in the language of his pro- 
^' phet." And, inlieed, the same learned person 
^ves but little hopes of success from that, or any 
the like books, among such Turks, as he cony^csed 

K 2 with 



f44 tHB Zttt OF 

trith in that city : " for, generally sp€aiing/^ he 
6ays, " their trnreasonalrle prejudk^es, their gtoti 
^^ stupidity m matters of speculation, and their 
*^ eqtiaHy prodlgibtrs, atrd intolerable obstitttey 
" and pride, had hardened them against all con** 
'* viction, and rendered them impenetrable td any 

^* argament." 

I cannot, on tfii^ occasion, avoid delivering it ad 
my opinio rt, thdt t!he sight of these Arabic transla- 
tions of Grot itr^ without his own, the translatofV^ 
en* iny other Etrropiean name prefixed to them, 
Was what, in great measure, deceived Mr. Wat* 
son, the Scotch gentleman mentioned Jn WheeWk 
Wvds, p. ^00, ^hn ^riously affirmed, ^fha^ 
^* Hugd Orotius had itolen all his principal ttrgtf^ 
•• ni«ttt* fof the truth of the Christian feiigidn dut 
^ of Arabia aut$K)rs.'' Whoever fconsMei^ 
what Ifttle acquaintance Grotitrs had with shch 
Arabic books, as have not yet been translated into 
#fher lahgiages, and Ik)w cfiUgent Df. Pbcock was 
te inquiring out, what the East afforded before he 
Engaged ifi'that version, can hardly think of any 
bkelkr groa^ fdr such a deckration, than what 
tes been above assigtied; ' 

At Aleppo, and the parts^ abbut it, I find a con- 
siderable number of th^se t)Odks were disposed of; 
and yet, Certam it is, that either Grotius's Latin 
ttact, De Veritate Retigionis Vfirisiiana, or thai 
dfljer work of his of like nature, which he for- 
. . mf>rly 
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merly pablished m Dutch (mentioned in his in- 
troduction to Hieron. Bigponius aboye-oientioned) 
it is certain, I say^ that one of these two tracts, 
many ^ears before the printing of this Arabic 
translation, had got into the East : for the dervise 
Ahined, writing to our autl^r, soon after his re- 
turn home from Aleppo, promises, among some 
Oriental manuscripts which he had bougljt for 

• 

him, to send him a book concerning the embracing 
the Christian religion, the work of Groot, the bro- 
ther of Goie. Mr, Smith, whether by conjecture 
from the der vise's mention of Gole, or from better 
authority, J cannot say, sets it down as fact, that 
Golius had sent thither some copies of Grotius, 
which is not imprpbable: but it seems to roe, 
from the dervise*s mention of that learned man's 
Dutch name, Groot, most likely that he had 
lighted on the Dutch, and not the Latin treatisa, 
concerning th^ truth of the Christian religion. Many 
copies of this Arabic Version were likewise aftep- 
wards sent to Dr» HuntingtoUj whilsf chaplain to 
the English facto^'y at Aleppo, and yet these wens 
iBOt suiRcient; for havi*ig disposed of them, he.de- 
^ired another parcel, in a letter written by him to 
Dr. Pocock, which were accordingly sent to him : 
it appears from one of his epistles, published togcr 
ther with his life ( Huntingtwi , Epi^olcs, No. 2X 
that he presented one of these copies to Stepbanus 
FetruS; Maronite Patriarch at Antipcli, to whom 
^ also 
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also he gave assurance, that if he approved of it» 
and thought a good number of them of use, they 
should be speedily sent to him ; and doubtless he 
did not neglect to make the like overture to Mose^ 
another bishop of the East, with whom he corres- 
ponded. But it is too manifest, that he met with 
no small difficulty in this matter, from some Ro« 
manists in those parts^ who envied the honour of a 
design so truly Christian, to those of a different 
communion from themselves ; for though the Doc- 
tors of the Sorbonne, who read this treatise of Gro- 
tius, before he published it, disapproved nothing 
in it, but that one passage [lib. ii. sect 7, concern* 
ing things which imply a contradiction] which 
bears, as they thought, too hard upon transubstan- 
tiation; and though some Papists had such an 
opinion of it, that they undertook a translation of 
it into Persian, for making converts in those coun* 
tries, where that language is spoken ; yet, Dr. 
Huntington now found, " that the most innocent 
^^ and useful attempt will be disliked by some 
** persons, when made by such instruments, as 
" they do not approve of.'* Notwithstanding all 
the kindness, which (as appears from his printed 
epistles) passed between him, and the fathers re- 
siding iq those countries, and the offices of friend- 
ship they mutually performed, he complained to 
Dr. Pocock, *' That as he dispersed this treatise, 
'^ he ^ad much greater apprehensions from their 

" malice^ 
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'^ malice, than from the unprompted accusations 
" of the Turks themselves." He told him fur- 
ther, that upon this account he was obliged, for 
his own safety, to cut the last book, wherein Ma« 
hometism is confuted, out of some copies, before 
he distributed them. And, if ever the Society 
for Propagating Christian Knowledge in Foreign 
Parts shall think of another edition of this work 
in Arabic, it may, perhaps, be found expedient to 
have some copies of it printed without the last 
book, to be disposed of in such places, as will 
not endure a direct opposition to the tenets of 
Mahomet : for though it is much to be wished, 
that his followers might have that part of thb 
treatise especially put into their hands, which was 
so particularly intended for them ; yet, where that 
cannot be attempted, with any prospect of safety, 
the other parts of it alone may prove, by God's 
blessing, of considerable advantage to them. 
And, indeed, if they sliall but once perceive the 
certainty pf the truths, which are in the other parts 
so fuUy made out, they will, probably, begin to 
make some serious reflections on their own super« 
stition, and, at length, discern the follies and ab- 
surdities of so gross an imposture. 

The next thing that Dr Pocock published, was 
^n Arabic poem, intitled, Lamiato'l-Ajam, or 
Carmen Abu Ismaelis Tograi, with his Latin tran- 
slation of it; and large notes upon it; a poem 

which 
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ivbich i& held tp be of the gvMtast elaganey, an<^ 
swerftbl« to the' fame pf iito author, who, as the 
Doctor givas bis character, was eminent for lei»m« 
in^ and virtue, and esteemed the Pfaoemx of tiia 
age in which he lived, for poetf}' and cloqoence^ 
X)r. Pocock's de»gn in this work was, not only lo 
give a speoinoen of Arabian poetry, but q1$o to 
make the attainment of the Arabic tongue mora 
easy to those that study it; for bis notes, 4xmtain« 
ing a grammatical explanation of all the words of 
this .author, are very serviceable for promoting the 
knowledge of that language. These notes, being 
the sum of many lectures which he read on this 
poem; the speech that he delivered when be be* 
gan to explain it, is pre6xed to it, which perhaps 
contains, though a succinct, yet as accurate an 
account of the Arabic tongue, as Is any where 
extant. After the general history of it, he there 
speaks of the liings that recommend it, and par- 
ticularly of these four; perspicuity, elegance, co- 
piousn^s and usefulness ; an instance itf the first 
of these, he gives in that prompt way the Ara» 
bians have of expressing many things clearly in g 
very few words, which b hardly to be imitated in 
any other language; and the second, he says, 
appears both from the care employed in it, either 
by the adding, taking away, or change of Imers, 
to $mt words to the pature <rf the tbii^s they sig^ 
Bify, and also from tbe i^weetnesa or softness of 

the 
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the whok langqe^ge, io which there never U a ooU 
lision of two or more cQPspnants, but the 3QUfu| 
oi a vow^l alwayii intervenes* A^ to the copious 
nes$ of fhis tongue, he shews that there if^ np 
comparison between it and any other : the strange 
variety it ba« of ^ynonymon^ words being such a^ 
ocie would stand aixia^ed at ; there are in it 200 
ntimap for a serpent^ which he there gives us, 300 
for a lion, and, to omit some other instances, so 
mWBiy for calamity, that, as he observes out of ao 
AralMC writer, who endeavoured to make a catar 
togne of them, it is no small calamity to recit^ 
them^ The whole number of words that makt 
up this language, is reckoned, as be assures us, by 
JHlamemb Aspahanensis, from an eminent lexico* 
grapher at twelve millions, three hundred and 
lifty tbousandf fifty and two : but that which 
ijiiiaiy reco^^mends any language, is the usefulness 
of it, which, for the most part, consists in thf 
valuable things that are written in it; and in this 
respect be shews it to be very considerable, and 
^ut little short of the most celebrated languages* 
The ancient Arabians, long before the days of 
Mahomet, were not altogether ignorant of sonif 
parts of learning; several of them had skill ia 
astronomy, several in physic, and not a few in 
poetry; which last was in such request among 
them, that when any oi>e began to be eminent for 
it U} any tfibe, it ^as ci^tter^of public congratuki- 

tion, 
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tioD, and all the kindred^ and friends of it met 
together to rejoice, in the most solemn manner, 
as for the greatest happiness in the world. In* 
deed, whatsoever knowledge they then had, it 
could not be very useful for want of letters, which 
was an invention so late amongst them, that when 
the Alcoran began to be published some time after 
Maliomet's death, there was not found in all 
Arabia Felix a person suflSfiently qualified to read 
or write it : however, somewhat more than a hun- 
dred years after, when the empire of the Saracens 
came to the Abba^idae, all the Grecian learning 
found a ready entertainment with them, and began 
to be cultivated; and within the compass of a 
few ages, infinite books were written by them in 
philosophy, astronomy, geometry, medicine, arid 
all kinds of sciences : and that we may not make 
a judgment of these books from the barbarous 
translations of some of them, which were made 
when ignorance sb much prevailed in Europe, the 
Doctor tells us, that whosoever shall read the 
writings of Alfarabius, Avicenna, Avenpace, and 
many others, will soon find reason for a very dif- 
ferent opinion of them from that which is now 
commonly received amongst us. In short, he 
asserts with much assurance, that with respect to 
human learning, the Arabians do not more want 
the knowledge of other languages, than other na^ 
tions do that of theirs, and that there are as many 

thing? 
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things which they can teach others, as there are 
which they can learn from them ; particularly for 
the study of divinity, he proves, that it may receive 
great aids from this language ; for by the help of 
this, divines will be able to know the true opi« 
nions of Mahometism, that they may confute them: 
The Arabic also will very much contribute to 
their skill in Hebrew, and consequently, to the 
knowledge of the sacred text of the Old Testa- 
ment, as appears from the books of Aben Ezra, 
Maimonides, Kimchi, and others of the wiset 
Rabbins, who, upon every difficulty, refer their 
readers to the Arabic language: by this too, they 
will be able to peruse the greatest part of those 
things which are worth reading amongst the Jews^ 
such as the writings of Maimonides, Cozari, Cho- 
bath Lebabotb, Emunoth, Saadias, and several 
more, which are for the most part in Arabic; 
and also to consult the several Versions of the 
Holy Scriptures made into this language, both by 
Jews and Christians, together with many Christ 
tian books of good account that are written in it. 
Finally, by means of this language, the piety of 
those who are zealous for the promotion of divine 
knowledge, may make some provision against the 
ignorance of the eastern Christians, who are so 
miserably oppressed under Turkish bondage. 

I have been more particular in this detail of the 
uses of Arabism, from the greatest master of it 

that 
9 
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that our European world could I5ver boast of, lo 
hopes that such ^ dUirourse may incite the young 
and studious among our candidates for holy orders, 
to apply themiJelv^s thereto, and to revive a branch 
of learning that ^ems to have been gradually de- 
- cayiog for many years an^ong us. 

This book, Carnoen Tograi, was printed at Ox* 
ford in the year 1^61, by the particular care and 
direction of the very learned Mr. Sarpuel Clarke, 
Architypographu$ of that University, who not 
only made a Preface to it> but aUo added a suit* 
^ble treatise of bi3 own, concerning the Arabia 
P^^osodia : the treatise he dedicated to JOr* Pocock 
in an epistle for that purpose ; which he did, as 
he told hii», not only because he thought him tbp 
jtropenest judge of tl^ ^work^ but also because it 
WW he alone that first encouraged him to the un- 
dertaking, that supplied him abundantly out of 
his vast store with materials to carry it on, and 
that constantly set him right when involved ia 
aucb difficulties as be knew not how to pai»s 
through. 

It is intimated by Mr. Clarke, in the Preface 
before- mentioned, that Gregorius Abul Ph^ra- 
jius'fi history of the Dynasties, translated by Do 
Pocock> was at that time jn, or ready for the Ox- 
ford press, the editiofi of which was finished in 
tha year 1653 : that part of this book which gives 
m ac^OHOit of the rise of Mahomet, the Poctor 

had 
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ftrtd puMfehed, fts it has been sheu'n, set^ral yestri 
before; and, opdn the impoftdnity df sdreral 
iearfted men, tvho were much pleased with that 
specimeri (more particularly oi hU great friend, 
Dr, Langbaine, who had earnestly pressed him to 
it before his death) the whole was now printed iri 
the Original Arabic, with his Latin Version of it. 
This Abul Pharajias was a Christian of the 
Jacobite sect, of great fame for learning, not 
only among those of his own religion, but amoflg 
{he Jews too, and Mahometans ; and (his work of 
his is a compendium of the general history of the 
world from the creation to his dwn time : it is di- 
vided by him into ten dynasties or governments ; 
for so many he reckons bp, which are these fblldw- 
ing : the first is that of the holy Patriarchs, from 
Adam the first mm; the Second, of the judges In 

Israel; the third, Of the kings tWeof; the fourth, 
of the Chaldeans } the fifth, of the Magi or Per- 
sians ; the sixth, of the Greeks that were idola- 
ters ; the seventh, that of the Pranks, for SO he 
calls (he Romans; the ^eighth, of the Greeks, 
Who were Christians ; the ninth, of the Saracens; 
and tenth, of the Mogul Tartars. 

This work, aS is noted above, was published 
An. IffffS, and dedicated to his Majeslty King 
Charles the Second i but the love of Arabic learn- 
ing was now waxed cold, and the entire piece of 
Abul Pharai in the year 166$, met with smaii en- 
1 couragementy 
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couragementy whilst a specimen of it. An. l6^, 
had given pleasure to all the learned world. But 
such is the weakness and instability of the human 
mind^ even when improved by education and let- 
ters, that custom ind fashion shall, in a few years^ 
be able to sway it from one extreme to another : 
and, perhapS; this inconstancy may, in some mea* 
sure, also be imputed to the indiscretion of learned 
men themselves, who are too apt immoderately Xa 
c(y up their own favourite course of studies ; and 
when this once comes to be observed, the world 
13 with difficulty prevailed upon to allow the idol 
even its just commendation. 

Of this change in the public taste np one was 
more aeosible than Dr. IPocock himself, as appears 
1>y a letter of his to Dr. Thomas Greaves, which 
attended a copy of his Abul Pharagii Hbt Dy- 
nastiarum, and which, at that learned person^s 
request, he forced, as be tells him, from his prin- 
ter's before the index was wrought off. " If you 
** find,'* adds Dr. Pocock, " any thing in it 
" worth the publishing, you must be fain to speak 
" for it ; for I perceive it will be much slighted : 
^' the genius of the times^ as for these studies, is 
^ much altered since you and I first set about 
" them ; and few will be persuaded they are wor* 
** thy taking notice of. My Ix)rd of London 
" asked me if there were any remarkable pas- 
^^ sages in the book ? I answered him only in 

"^general 



\ 






it 

4t 



u 

€€ 



Dtl« EDWARD POCOCK. &SS 

^^ general that I thought there were many ; if you 
'^ should fall into any discourse with him about 
it, I pray note some particulars, as, I thinks 
yott may that of the first rise of Mahomefs 
^* religion, p. 100, &c. and that of the rise and 
spreading of the Tartars empire^ and their in* 
cursions, which is in the Latiu^ p. SSO, &c. or 
any other passages that you shall think worthy. 
And if you speak with any of your acquaint^ 
ance concerning the book, your good word may 
help bear up its credit.*' Dr. Greaves, in his 
answer to this letter, dated irom Fulham, writes 
thus upon the unfashionableness of Arabic stu- 
dies ; ^' bow these studies are esteemed in the 
** Universities I know not; in these parts, for 
ought I observe, they are not much followed or 
regarded^ and receive small encouragement 
from those, who, I thought, would have been 
** fautors and promoters of them.*' Nor was 
Arabic learning then out of vogue in England 
only ; but beginning to decline in Holland also. 
In the year 1669, Mr. afterwards Dr. Bernard, 
complains in a letter to Dr. Pocock from Leyden, 
that Harder, of that place, who, says he, speaks 
Arabic readily, had translated the history of Sa- 
ladine, but could not find a bookseller, that 
would venture to undertake the work, because 
Oriental learning decays here, and books of that 
nature will turn to no advantage ; neitheri adds 

he, 
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h^ can. Mr. Tbevenot find ^ bookd^llef either 
here or at Amsterdam^ to undertake his Abul-* 
feda. 

The d^demion of tbes6 studies in the esieeoi 
6i the public may^ in some measure, account for 
ottr author's riding no higher in Church prefer* 
Ittents at the Re&toratiott, wheft such numbers of 
vacant dignities were filled. Barely to be restored 
to what he had so many years been deprived of 
for his religiod and loyalty, and to have ho other 
reward for his losses, oppressions and persecu-^ 
tionsj besides his uncommon learning, and uii* 
spotted sanctity of manners, but what was due 
to him in equity, was a hardship which reflect;! 
aoore dishonour upon those times than any one 
case of the like nature that has come to my know- 
ledge : for^ in justice to the men that were then 
irstrtisted with the disposal of Church prefer- 
ments, it must be owned that there were very few 
eminent ecclesiastics, who, upon that blessed 
change of things, were not called up to advance- 
ment ; some were not ^o early preferred as others j 
but, perhaps, our author is almost the only in« 
stdDce of a clergyman, theri at the highest pitch 
of eminence for learning, ^nd every otheir mefit 
Jiroper to his profession, who lived ttiroughout the 
feign of Charles the Second, without the least 
regard from the court, except the favour some- 
times done, him of being called upon to translate 

Arabic 



Arabjf^ letters fpooi the princes of the Levaat, or 
tty^ credei^al letters of ambassadors comiDg fv6kk 
tl^ose parts; for which, yet I do not find h6 had 
a^y recopapwce, besides good words and ooin- 
{](liriQents ; but he wbJ& as modest a» he was de* 
serving* and probably after presenting his Abul 
PbaragLos to the King, he neiver put himself in 
the wfty of royal .regards any more. 

Before I take niy* leare of Dr. Pocock's History 
of the Dynaatiesy I: shall obserre something 
whidh, though it more properly belongs to this 
specimen of this kfger work, may not ihcommo- 
Piously find a plabeihere : the readferi then, is to 
-friiser^e^ that the telelnrfnt^d Monsietif Bayle, j). 
37 y. * of bis critk^l and IdstdAiitA iftctionary, Ihts 
observed a wide dif{et)enc6 bet weed Dr. Pocock 
«nd.Mr./JobnOreavids^ about the time in which 
Abulfeda was adhranced to the government of 
' Hamah, in Syria : the former of the^, in his 
Specimen Hktoritt Arabom, p. 363, makes this 
^to have happened Anno Hegtrse 710; whereai? Mr. 
John. Greaves, ih his preface to Bmte AbnHedie 
Tabute, pi 7i S^ places Abulfeda's advancement 
: itmtjf-Haot ytar» kter, vh. Amio Hegtrie 743. 
This difference Monsieur Bayle complains of, as 
iirreoonctleable, and timiks ft most reasonable to 
suppose Mr- 6reaves's account tke true one, be- 

^ £a. 4. Rotterdam. Ifin* ... 
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cause Abulfeda IS bis principal subject, wbereM 
Dr. Pocock speaks of him only, comme Jtunfort 
petit accessoire { upon M'hioh he proceeds thus: 
" But is it not very vexatious, that one of Po- 
'* . cock's consequence should not be safely to be 
^^ followed in a point of Oriental learning, and 
^ that, whilst be published a thing, a colleague of 
^^ his should be making it appear to b6 Mse P^^ 
Not cotitent jivith. this, he repeats the same cen- 
sure in bis index^ under the word Pocock, // est 
etonmntj qu'it nfi, soit un guide sur en fait d^Eru^ 
dit\(m Orient^ljs* But, agamst this confident 
charge. Dr. Pocock has been thorougly defended, 
by the learned. Mr. Gagnier of Oxford, in his pte«- 
face to the Life ofMohammed, p. 5. Por there he 
ajSrois, that what our author, whom he calls Virum 
int^errimum et soUde doetum^ has said, concern* 
ing the time of Abulfeda's advancement, is ^er- 
fect^y right, as bdng exactly agreeable to the ac* 
count, which Abulfeda himself gives of that event ; 
and that Mr. Greaves had committed a iboti- 
Straus mistake in his chronology^ bavSag) kon^ 
< founded jtbis.Abulff^da with ano&er of thai 'name, 
who w<as tiie sixteenth of the Mftmaluckr Kings: of 

The ^ound of the Qustalcey as the iettmed Mr. 
Sale informs lis % wasr this : ^' Mr. Greaves, io 

* Notes on Bayle's Dictionary printed at London, Ann* 
l754t vol.i. p. 115. 
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^' aii Arabic iKiancisCFipt^ entitled/ A) Sacerdan (or 
*• rather AlSukkerdftn, whitb is a Persian word, 
** aad signifies a sugar-dish) fdunid the following 
'^ pliAsage/ as it stands in his Latin translation : 
'^ Ile:t jmtuSy' Columna Religionism al Soltdn^ 
- ^^ Abulfeda Ismaely Filius Al Melee ml Nater^ 
*' 9edit super Thromitn Regni fin Hamah] past 
*^ anMionem Fratris ipeius Al Make ai Naseir. 
** Ahmedj Ferid quint A xXii Die \Me»sis\ al 
^ Mcharrem^ Anno vcc^tni {Hegira] et reg^- 
nook donee obiit vi Dk [Mensis^ Rabia: pdst^y 
rioris. Anno [Hegiraf] dcc^lv^.. That ia^ 
'' Al Make al Sdleb Omado'ddin Abulfeda Ismaei, 
" Son of Al Make al Nastr ascended the Throne 
^> > [of Hamaiil after, ike deposition- of his ^brother 
^ Al MAlec al Ndser Ahmed on Thursdajf ike £2d 
If > of at Ifoharram^ in the year 743, and reigned 
^} tillhedkdi the 6th of the latter Rabia in the 
*^ ifeam 746. , This passage Greaves, frcHD a si* 
^^ mititude of names (a most deceitful guide), im- 
'^ mediately, and without further examination, 
^^ concluded, most belong to our Abu^lfeda, and 
^* no other, and therefore made no scruple to in« 
*^ sert the words [in Hamah] which wet^e not in 
'^ his author, as a thing of course: but had he 
^' looked into whait precedes, and what folloivs, 
^ ' he would have found, that the author is there 
'^ giving the succession of the Maoduc Soltans of 

"Egypt.'' 
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. I would not/d^tratct frpiB ti^ p^wes ^9' to^ 
Maosieur BaylQjs iodm^try mA ports; l^utii |[, tte^- 
lieve, lifter wb^t \m b^ea soidi tb« world «U);|^6« 
m^ Iwve, in this pi^rtiQi)lar iosts^nc^ to Uu( bim 
with a defect, both pf judgment and caadovn^ 
Wben, indeed, two writers, equally ikiU^ mih^' 
mat^r tbey treat of^ Aifhr in their aocounts^ Mn ' 
Bayle's rule seems reasonable^ and we ought. la^*^ 
tfaer to assent to him, who writes professedly on 
A^ subject, tban to him, that speaks of it only by 
the by ; tfaou^ evea in this: ease^ a modest erkic 
would hardly think his point so secure^ as to brand 
the author he dbsents from, in the maaaer Mn' 
Bayle has done by Dr. Pocock. Butthen^ her 
ought to have very good groundsvfor thinking th^ 
Writers equally conversant in the mailer they treat 
of ; otherwise bis determinatioi;!, tfaou^ it ah<Hild 
happen to be right, is rash and uncbacifiaUei 
whereas, had Mr. fiayle known any thing of Dr. 
Pocock a^ Mr. Greaves, he must have known, 
that the former Vrm incomparably superior to the 
other, in the knowledge of Eastern writers ; . h6 
had greater opportunkies of acquiring this bind of 
l^nowledge, having spent more than twice the time 
in the Levant, with the sole view of knprenring 
himself in Oriental learning, than Mr. I Gteevei^ 
did for that, and various other purposes^ Mn 
Bayia's rule, therefore, had no room in the pre- 
sent case ; and Dr. Pocock, though speaking of 

Abulfeda's 
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AbdfedA^^dvaneeimtit to be Piinee 6f Haitiiiliv 
|yf ^be by only, was niore ISceiy to issigd the ttuk 
tkne'ofUbftt eVent^ than Mr. 6f eaves, ti)ou^ Ik 
if^lM ptincipel s^ibject. It was, iiideed, a Very 
^ik add grievouns hilsti&ke iir him tb cionclodef, aft 
fiiist'^igbt, from the We m^iitkm bf ti priho^ di 
ith Arabic 'Writer, 6x^ of i^bote ]!miiite Wa!l Abut- 
fiAai>4ifit he must fneah the Prince bf tiiiihah, i^ 
SyHa, i^ithout Ibdkiiig kt all ititb tbfaf Writer^ gub^ 

ject and design, but taking that for gmilited, wificlk 
tf lUtie 'inquiry Would have convinced him, was an 

utt^iiiisttke-'"';' ^^^; '" •""^•» -'^i « ^ ';■ > ' 
"niat'Mf. Grda^, wKd, dthertrise; ^fas a taii- 
tiiotiVlitid Wcurate itbolar; should b* prone to an 
error, tha.t might easily have been avoided^ is the . 
ttibrfe' stirprisihg, when we reflee1!,*'thal but the 
yfear before, Dr'/Pocock, in ftls notJ^ oii Hfs Sbd- 
dmfeti HistorisB Arabtim, had setMown the true 
dato df Abulieda's advancement ; Aat Mr. Greaveh 
had Ms piece of his fritend's, and htghly admired 
% as indeed, hfe ditf every thing, that cahiie from 
him r but he had/ probably, forgot thdt particular, 

f It* .« < V 

and, beiiig then at a distance frbm 'h\ii oracle, 
could not consult him on every eiilergency.' Arid 
yet it appears; from the fetters, that passed be- 
tweeh those two dear friends, abciut this time, that 
Mr. Greaves had consulted Dr. Pocdck,'arid re- 
ceived solution from him of several doubts' con- 
cerning Abulfeda j but then, these concerned only 
' ' the 



tti&r^4iQS6 ^itlif viirliou$ cof^of^. be wja§ topdpt 
|r]Qftt;j)vpr further findti t^t^jbe. prppo^e^ .tQijbkn 
jbteadf^ti veicw>ns)Qf Aralpfiq ;pa$j^ag€;s tbM occur. .^ 
jtb«t .very Prcftwe,/^herejp^thp^ grwifi inistal^ 

j|g^gneclii?p^ic«i, pf iji> ia..pxtwt.in » Iptterof 
J^s, ;to , Of. I Pocppkj thpMgb wjtbwt .o^^Dg: the 
.VWterjiftCUiqfUafe beJnteqj|e4.tO i??ake oflbe, pas;^ 

^^ may be thus rendered into Latin ;'' then, |^er 
«yi«l5>!?? Arabic, ijc^rn^ his J^n reiw^ri^^; ,viz. ^ 

p After ftppth^. Arabic sefltepce, noljx^ *9,!^ 
.prwent purp^^^^ ^ i^$ vci;sipr^! we ^lavei the.cttjiejf 
pa^it of Al S^erclan's sentenqe^. Fbiclji be proposes 
tp.traiji^late thu^,: ff Se^it ft^i^r T^ropuna ^i^' 
f.\post ^^WOtioviQVfi Frafm, ip^t*sf how c^^y had 
it b?en to add jOne more query^ viz. whether the 
Abulfedaof Al Sacerdan was the saipe.with the 
!Prjnq(? of Haii)^, whose tables he was then pub- 
limbing. But of this he seems not to have enter- 
taijn^d. the least suspicion, though his only autho- 
rity for the affirmative side pf the question, was 
that slander one of agreement in qame : so weak 
and unguarded against deception are the wisest 
and best of inen, at certain hours ! For my. part, 

I think. 



Ithhiir, we sbodld dtx wril to Idbk up to GotPtf 
l^rttiifdii^e Proviiteiice on atl tdcb' o^asidns, ani 
IP doiuidibri the sHpsiiof learned men^ aift docunr^itBl 

tOKtbem/aitel t» tbe n^t of m&nkhid, how imperfeSl 
^tftnieui^ prudence' tfnd sagacity 19 even when tnoit 
improved by study and exercise, ti^at they may not 
think of theniflblves higher than they ought td 
timky Mid leara thencte, what constant need tbiE^y 
teveto beg.bis btaisihgand direction hi their stii^ 
iied^ who is Itre "" Father of Lights." But was t 
Id aietobnt, Ifjmanly speaking, for this grievbtf^ 
n^ligeiice icf Mn Greaves, or to ofler any excuste 
iar faim^^iit shduldp >be the hurry and distractib^ cf 
ids'B&ifspfot those many years, in which^be Was 
preparing the edition of. Abuheda : the truth of 
ifais fact, we have: undef bis own hand ; for wrt* 
ting to Dr. Pocock, about a year after that piece 
came abroad, he ose^ the following expressions ; 
'' I may say for myself, that these five years I 
'' have been so encumbered with law-suits, and 
'^ diverted from my studies, that, having this year 
^* found some ease (J know not how) I am unwil* 
** ling to take those pains I have formerly undi^* 
'^ gone." Having, therefore, wheo he wrote his 
Preface to Abulfeda neither time, nor inclinatioii 
for exact researches, be too easily trusted to ap- 
pearances, and, as commonly happens in sucb 
cases, was grossly deceived by so doing. 
But to return to our author : after so many and 

great 
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gveat pi^oo&^pf ^k al^ilities m Ibe writiogB akid it» 
fi^^ges of ify^ ^fiat, be Jlp(SgaQ; tb.he Esteemed a^ 
^fT £ii|P9pe|. a kind of otTado :m: that branch of 
)§^mng,; .8ugb.«3^i^red qo those Mud^a^ 6an- 
)^^^.^pp)ie4 (or- ^ir^ctions from bim^ and iiat 
^rp£53^rs. tbf »(^lvqs> sougjit bU Mvia, . witb;^ 
^^ff^i^oce ai;i4 wbmi$aion^. that ift bardly to.be 
cqp^eiypdi i>u):l7y tbpae, w]^,b»v#i86eD acidjraad 
t^f^rje^ter^ ifi him« Foi:eigoer8v wbo cam&^iido 
ppglijajjid^^witl).^, design .^.iibptoviDg their stock 
j^C^QileQta} {faring, n^ver iaited tOt fxravideiheio)* 
i^ly^witi^ \WX/ex9 of re^^Qittttieiulfttion to, bipft$ 
jy[if((9i^i «i^ Curioi^y Alone brt^ilghc namongst u^ 
ji^iorejgladii.jby 4bQ wme meana^ joS aoqecfudoD to 
|i$ei a^d cPDverjsa with/a person, ^whobwia^tiie pf» 
4^ of ;bi& tirn^9iu£Qir fiaateralearmng. Those 
^)ho b(94 & taste for that partjof hteraiore^ never 
r^Wned without the deepest aenae of his soig^ 
jtbiUties therein ; and even tbev, wbo oould form 
llpJudgn\!entof Dr. Pocock's peculiar exceUendea, 
f« a scholar,, must, doubtless, have carried home 
if'ith tbeoiy them^st advabtageotts aeotimenta of 
h»9 modesty and hunianity : in himy thi^ saw a 
mani .who co»ld preserve bis native humility, 
attidst tlie daily caresses and compljoients, tbot 
were bestowed upon him by the whole learned 
world; one who bad ooDtEacted no moroseoess 
from study and retirement ; hut who, aa vveU as 
he loved books^ a>uld leave them to dischargp^the 

offices 
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cf hutnacfty^ aiid tlnsiver the 'tiaU oif hifir fHeftda 
a»d^ correspAndmts : not that tbe period of sift 
life, we tne nbw s^ieakiilg of, was* the be^niving <tf 
appKeattoiiB to him inthis irav^ '' '^ ' * 

The first of this kind was, a letter froqi Jameft 
jldttiij^ afierwiards Pvdfeftsor of Divinity at Oro- 
ni6gen) ' Umi a ywng man, aiid' in^ EngTami^ 
triitten in the year 1>64L In thi& letter he dfr** 
iJMA to fiave Mr. Pocock's opkiidn about the 
meaning ol the word DHt^^ Isa:* nxiffilS^tett^ 
d^^ Ipmi in the English, and CbnValles^ in th^ 
Dutch translation. N. B. Valleys is also oU^ 
fitig^ish marglnaPtei'sidn. : ' 
'^ > Jantery^the ^3A of tb€f next year, Mr. Pocdii 
littdt a letter^ firbm anbtfier leafhed Orientalist, viz. 
J^iHen. Hotthiger, ^theA a Professor at Oroimi^ 
gen, and after that at Zurich, and ilastly at Hei- 
delberg : the eub^ct of 4t wad, an ^cd^nt b/ tht 
progress he (Hottingef) hkd fiiad^e "^in^ transiatihg 
the Chronicon Samiaritanum itito - Latin ; a piete 
which Hofefinger had brbtr^t \f ith liim from Hot 
land into Englaild, an* at the desire of Primate 
t J$her, had undertaken to translate. He furiher 
certifies Mr. Pocock of a design he bad in band, 
4t( turning the Helvetic Confession into Airabic, 
requesting his direction and assistance in the 
mrork. Lastly, he begs our author's advice, where 
he might collect Arabic books and MSS. for his 
Sckola, where he was strenuous in cultivating Ara- 
bic learning. 

On 
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., Ob the first of March, 164ft*P, Sir Siiliioii 
D'fiwes, the collector of . ParUaidentary Anf;i<|iii- 
|«e9^ wrote ^hkni; a letter q£ %lifii})c8, fbr having, ait 
his request,' translated into Latin certainj Arabjc 

. , I0 the jear a^5a-3, Febniary S6, Dr. ArnoUi 
jBMtebi (then at Paris, employed ki collating Pn^ 
juatQ: Usher's $yriac;Penateocb,iwitb.copie9 of the 
$Ain9iiV0ision a£«that place, coiMilts Mr. vFoeook 
csoQC^niqg th§ extept -etf Mqub* l^ibaiuift. 4n 
ifreadth apd leitgtb) putting ^ber; gM^f^tpMt 

qp^rie&to.him* , * ;; a 

The same year, September SO, M^• Joha Jacf^ 
Stpcker, resident, from the Protestant Cantons, of 
•$]«isseiiand to the Parliajnent of England, 'de^i0e$ 
^iXf Pocock to proK^fire a t&talogue of the Arahii? 
J^il^^.in the :puUic .library iit Oxford, for the use 
of Mr.. Hottinger, tlien Profesaof of the Eastern 
Iwgaages at Zurich, who was collecting a library 
in that wfiy^ |tnd erecting a press for those lan« 
guagqs. And, to the same effect, Hottinger him- 
self wiiote on;:tbe 1 Itb of the month following. 

In October, 1654, our author was favoured 
with a letter from the famous Golius, Arabic Pro^ 
fessor at Leyden, the only men, perhaps, in 
.Europe, that was nearly equal to Mr. Pocock 
in the knowledge of that tongue: he thanks 
him for his present [viz. Specimen Hist. Arabum] 

and 
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and forjhSs coiqm^fitioa of the .AyTiibic Lexicon, 
\!Fhicb be [Goliq$] had lately pub|lis^e(l| acq^iw^ 
him, that he .ioteivled to publish a secoDj^ .^M^P 
^itb imprQ^ifeinqats ; that he bad al^ a Fjerac 
I^Xiicpn, already finished ; buti find jngtb^, printer 
afraid of the expence, he designed, first tp sendj^V 
Abridgment of it into theji^orldv. Qq also tbanki 
l^r* ,)E^ocock for having recppjim^nded to bijjip^ ^r. 
Ni^^hplas St^^ley, wll^pm he grej^ly fiqmnp^dp ftf 
bk pfu^ite^diea^rping/ In.thq conclusion, be b«n 
Mr. Pocock's judgment oh two questioif^s; tfap 
fipt,, about the religious, princij^ pf Av^rroes ; 
tlxe second, abou^ the iCbjatsei, yfhpthey wer^, w4 
what their .religion, language, and customs* 

On the Calenc^ of August, ^^655, Alting .writer 
^gpin to Mi;. Popock, recommeqding to him tbf 
bearer {of hi3 letter, an inhabitant pf Berne^ 19 
Swisserland. . 

The same year, in November, Mr. Thomdike 
returns our authw thanks in my Lord Primate of 
Armagh's name, for his resolution of past qufcrie^^ 
relating to opinions of the Rabbi's on a certaifi 
point, and proposes fresh ones. 

In February, 1655-5, Matthias Pasor, formerly 
instructor to Mr. Pocock, in Arabic, writes hit 
thanks to Mr. Pocock, for the present of his Porta 
Mosis, and offers a conjecture of his own for re- « 
conciling the Septuagint, as cited by the Apostl^ 
with the Hebrew of Hab. li. 4. 

On 
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On the 26lfc of ihe same ifadntbi Mi^. Jdhb 
^btiibeir, then engaged in controversy with Dr. 
HaMtnond, ' upon the subject of Infant Baptibnr, 
^ti^tet^ abcmt a distinction fathered/ &is it' Ikboutd 
tdeth^, i by Mi^. Selden, lipoh tW Rabbrris; atid di^- 
<ried by Dr. HfaWttond, desirihg'Hs resolilsion irf 
, the question betw^ttdietn. "** • * ' 
•^ ^i:hfe' * nidnth *fdH6witig, Mr; Altirig recomnieridi 
. by letter to bdir kuthor, a per'son whoni life dills 
fteve^end. Jiyattihdiil Zolikofefuth, 'iSangallense'tflf, 
MelTetiuni. ■-• " " ^ * • "  "' ^ •' •' ^ • • 

i In Auguit, 11*57,' Ckudina t^endre, of PariSi 
Who'writeg hitriself Conseitteur du lloy, Contrbl- 
ler-Geiferal ddff 'Reetes en sa Chambre des Ac- 
tompt^, settt a letter to Mr. Pdcbck, in "which 
he'recomniend^to bin) a poor blitid Arabidh, tbeti 
fit Plaris* and very skilful in the Arkbic language 
and customs, and also in the Turkish^ as one that 
itaight be'use^l to hirti. 

' In Decembei- or January following, Lttdbvreus 
iForgius, Doctor of Physic at Saumur, writes to Mr. 
fPbcock, desiring his permission to be his disciple, 
and that he would explain such difficult passages, 
a'S he (Forgius) should hereafter meet with in 
reading Arabic books; which Mr. Pocock an- 
swered, with a promise of his best services. 

Dr. Ralph Cudworth, of Cambridjge, the cele- 
brated author of the Intellectual System, ad- 
dressed himself by letter to our author, March 14, 

1637-8, 



1^7-8^ dewing . 911 e^traet out of Emir Cbmtii^ 
Qonceromg tik P^fsi^A Kings from Cyrtia^ to^ AlfiiA 
c^Dder, thfiir nung^ber^ naniesi >yefirA. Of reigo, and! 
cbi6f«st aotiot)3 ; eapecially^ if toy tiuog he £aiiiui 
there, that is agiMable to trhat is fecoided ki 
Scaiipbure or :Gre6k Hiatoiieii« . ' 

In the9a0[iemoatbof.tiie:foUoiring year, Jit^ 
<;ol>u» AWpg, l)y letter,, recomaiends to Mr* P«w 
coek's good officesi,: two Hungarian youths, who 
were travelling for improveineM: o£ their studies, 
h^ aays, they are piif eruditip htfnestL : 

Again, in the same month of the next year^ 
Alting sQnda to our author two copies of his book 
^ Schilo, which he had dedicated to him, and tb 
his landlord^ . Dr. Reynolds, and withal, recmii^. 
QBsnds to biip the bearer D. Pauli, whom he calls 
9k Goost eiice^nt youth, and the son of an orthodox 
DiTine at Dantzic. 

May 17, 1660, Mr. William Seaman, who, at 
the! request, and by the encouragement of the Ho- 
nourable G^eiGktleman so oft mentioned for his 
aoble zeal tx> promote and propagate tht Christaan 
religjion, Robert Boyle, Esq. consults Mr. iV)cock, 
aa ha had before done in this .work, about the 
prapriel^ (rfsome Turkish words : by which it ap« 
pears, that our Professor was looked on, as an 
oracle in that, as well as the Arabic tongues-i. 

Theodore Haack, a Dutch gentleman, who had 
for some years resided io LondoPi on the ac* 

count 
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eoaiit erf* a religious and learned design, wrote to 
Mr^PMQck, June 18, 1660, reoommending ta 
him two gentlemeii, the younger a Baron of Selt^ 
of near relation to his Highness, the Prinee, Elec- 
tor Palatio^ the other Mu Fabricius, who was 
like to succeed Dr. Hottinger at • Znrich : at the 
same time he acquaints him, that Theodoras Pe- 
tribis was printing in Holland, his Psalterium 
Cc^pticum^ About the same time also this gen- 
tleman recommended two Germans, one of Hes- 
sia, a Civilian, ^ other of Tburingia, Student in 
Physic^ , . i 1 .: . 

• March 16, 166<)-Ij Hottinger writes to Dn 
Pocock from Heidelberg, to acquaint him, 
that fate bad dedicated a book to him, which he 
sends by one * Horneck, a Palatine, one, for his 
age, well acquainted with the Oriental languages, 
who was coming over to learn English, atid to 
make an acquaintance with our connoiseurs. 
. The latter end of the month following, the Ho« 
nourablei Robert Boyle, Esq. desires Dr. Po* 
cock t6' lavour, with his advice and directions, 
Elaevii! the Leyden printer, who was coming into 
En^and, arid he tbmks going to Oxford, tasee 
what he can get out of our books and MSS. toueh- 
iog a new j^didon of Josephus. Which however, 
I think, he did not publish. 

• He was afterwards an eminent preacher at the Sayojr, 
jand author of several b^oksln the devotional wajr,' * ' ** 

- ^ 2 August 
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Ai^^rtbe il6tb of th» year, Alting, in a lett^ 

' proposes a difficulty in the prophecy of* Balaaitt, 

and recbmniends the bearer of it, Job. Jacob de 

Losse, of Berae. In a postscript, dated Atrguit 

fhe 26th^ he owns the receipt of a: letter^ since the 

fimshiiigof lhi», in answer to a former bn^e, )n wfaich 

Ahing held proposed his opinion of the word *H*13, 

i^ich sartie opinion tlie Doctor tells him, he'hiai- 

self had formerly defended, which Alting be- 

*seeefaes him to beliete, he had not before obserted ; 

otherwise be should r^t have propounded it. 

i On the 1 0th of May; 1 662, his Serene Hi^ness 

t€fa«irl^s LewiSj ^Elector Palatine, did Dr. Pocbek 

'the honour of a letter, signed with bis own hand, 

^ firing him to favour with free access to him, 

^Frederick Miege,< sim to his Vice- Chancellor, who 

mtk^ d^irons of iihproviiig his knowledge in tbeo^ 

lo^, Md the Oriental languages, at Oxforid; And 

tO'tibe same purpose Hottinger wrote likewise, tel- 

' liiftg Dr. Pocock, that this gentlem to having sean 

the Universities of Germany, was now going for 

jftngland, which he calls Abstrusioris Lileratur* 

Sedem. . 

^ . . In the end of the same month, Mr. Thorndike, 

» ki a letter to our author, recommends a Jew of ^ 

- Amsterdam to him, whose business at Oxford 

^ was, the vending of a book, which he had printed, 

and which Mr. Thorndike conceives to be a (it 

^trance into the reading of tbei Rabbins. He 

also 
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fflto expresses Bome hopes, thai this Jew no^bt be 
eoiiverted to tiie CbristiaQ reli^ooi . 

Juae Sy of th]$ ywr^ Isaac Avaadaao (the samc^ 
I presume^ who afterwards taught Hebrew in 0^- 
lord) brought letters recommendatory from. Dr. 
Castel to Dr. Pocock, in which that learned poson 
c^ him an oracle, unto which, all those who 
tratel with public designs, are wont to make their 
resort 

Dr. Morley, Bishop of Winchester, wrote to our 
author, May, 16, 166S, in ftyottr of the bearer^ to 
whom he desires he would extend fais care and 
JUmlness, and directbns for learning the Hebrew, 
and other Oriental languages^ adding, that, if he 
was not modi deceived, that peraoo would make 
rery good use of them. He does bot name tiie 
party on whose behalf he writes ; but, by cooi- 
peering the time, and some other circumstaooafl^. I 
am induced to conjecture, that it was Mr. George 
Hooper*, afterwards Dean of Canterbury, and 

* He was firsty Chaplain to Bishop Morley, mh% presentit 
him to the Living of Havant| near Portsmouth, and after* 
waj^ds to the Rectory of East- Wood- Hay, in Hants : after 
that, he became Chaplain to Archbishop Sheldon. This very 
year he commenced Master of Arts at Christ Church, in tfaiMr^ 
it is fact, and certain, that Mr. Hooper, in the farmer part 
of his life, was both encouraged and assisted by. Dr. Pocock, 
III the prosecution of his Oriental studies, and in the applica* 
tion of Arabic learning, towards clearing up difficulties in the 
Holy Scriptures, and more especially in the Book of Job.. 

then 



tfaea successively K*5hVoMt^AMph;-ahaBat{i 
and Wells: and, if I gueft right, Bishttp Morley 
presaged^of him vety justly! Forhe'Hvfed; tiU he 
liad not bis superior for piety^ extent of leamtng, 
and every good quality, that cduld adorn a bishop^ 
a gentleman, or a Bcholan • 

On the S8th of the same mon&, Mr. Boyle sent 
a paper; to Dr. Pocock, wherein Mr. Oldeilburg, 
then Secretary to the Royal Society, begs, on the 
behalf of an ingenious Fretidi Gentleman, his 
correspondenfy our Professor's thoughts upon a 
certain inscription, found at Persepolis, among 
some ruins, ** which," adds Mr. Boyle, ^* intelli- 
'' gent travellers of my acquaintance, that have 
^^ visited him, profess to be the noblest and most 
** worthy of observation they ever met with in 
^'^ Europe or Asia." 

July the 25th of this year, Mr. Oldenburg 
writes a Latin answer, to that of Dr. Pocock, 
which gave an account of the Persepolitan in« 
. scription, thanking him for it, and promising to 
transmit it to his correspondent He further ac- 
quaints the Doctor, that a friend of his correspond- 
ent was about publishing Petrus Blesensis, a writer 
of the 12th century^ who had freely taxed the 
manners of the Court and Clergy of Rome, de- 
siring, if any dAnicra of that writer should be 
found in the libraries t)f either yniversity, to have 
them procuredi and requesting the Doctor to 
VOL. X. ' T make 
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tftfikt proper w^MiMS f|t Oxfor^. Certaia it is, 
tbftt foor yp^x& a^r flMi, vi%> 1/6^, the iKOfks (rf* 
Fi^tr^f J^M^^I^^ ^^^ pul>Jfsii^%t Paii^ by Pe, 
trua 4^ Gii^fuavilfa, }9 tc^io, whb lai^tisa ami ya« 
riou» lecuqn^ yyh^s jMfff^TBf voost pri>bably^ 
wa3 the frieqd of Mr. Oldmburgh's correspoiid*» 
Qlit iibpireipentio^$ 

The 6th of ^q followngjngp^, Golius writes 
to o\]^T author, reppM9q)ep$liPg to him a TraasyU 
yaniaf). of fiQ il^u^tFIPl^s fi^inily, pained John Na^ 

And thus, at oqe vieWs the r^ad^ baa the his* 
tory of the applic^tioiis^ fnad^ ^to Dr. Poeock^ af» 
ter his second r^turi^ frpip the East, and the va« 
rious recommepcj^tiops qf fpr<»igoers to hifD, doivn 
to the year iSfi^j whiphj I think, will he com-' 
pleat, after I have told him, that the pious and 
learned Pf. Haminpnd ff isquently consulted^ him 
hy letter, whilst he wajs preparing bis excellent 
iVnnotation3 on the New. Testament, and also on 
the Psalm^ ; \h^ with re^piect to the latter, the 
books intp nhich that woik was divided, wene con- 
stantly subiqittedjp puf Author's aoimadversion^) 
before they saw the pre^s ; which stood still, so 
Jopg as Dr. Pocpck's urgent, affiurs withheld him 
fropfi surveying what copy vmB sent to him. So 
great deference did $yen the most learned of his 
cont^ii^porfiries p^y tothej0dginent and erudition 
pf tjiis liu|n]jl$ ^nd ei(Cf lleni nan ! 

^ . I have 
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I have nothing to add under the present year^ 
(l$63) but that oar Author, about the middle of 
i^ was visited with sickness, which, as I take it, 
proved a very severe one, being that, which ended 
in lameness, that continued to the day of his 
death. After he had contracted this lameness, he 
could not walk for exercise, as before be wad 
viront to do, twice a day ; but was obliged to sub- 
stitute, instead of walking, the exercise of pul- 
ling at a dumb-bell. Dr. Pocock^s eldest and 
very learned son Edward, in a letter to Mr* 
Smith, of Dartmouth, places this sickness two 
years later, viz. an. 1655, which was the year of 
the plague, and in which, consequently, was an 
entire cessation of correspondence. But this is 
certain, that the first compliments we meet with 
on Dr. Pocock's recovery, are in a letter of Mr* 
Boyle's, dated June 18, 166Sj and then he only 
rejoices, that Dr. Pocock had recovered a great 
measure of strength. Dr. Narcissus Marsh, 
some time ago Primate of Ireland, in a letter 
written by him, when Archbishop of Dublin, 
speaks of this long sickness, and of our Profes- 
sor's eminent patience and resignation under it, 
but gives us not the year in which it happened ; 
only says, it was i»any years before his death ; 
that it was occasioned by a humour, which fe^ 
into his thigh, and that thereby be became lame, 
continuing so to bis dying-day. 

T S Af b^ 
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After this, we meet with nothiHg remarkable is 
tbe series of our Author's correspondence, till the 
year ifififf, when Mr. William Seaman* pub- 
lished his Turkish New Testament, undertaken at 
the desire of the Honourable Mr. Boyle^ and 
greatly forwarded by his liberality. A copy of 
this he begs Dr. Pocock to accept of, in a letter, 
dated July 17. 

In April, 1668, Dr. Pocock had a letter from 
Sir Joseph Williamson, with an Arabic letter in- 
closed, from the Emperor of Morocco to King 
Charles the Second, desiring from him a transla- 
tion of it, they having nobody in town masters 
enough of that language, to give the contents 
of it. 

In June following, Mr. Boyle, writing to Mr. 
Samuel Clarke, after the expression of his joy at 
Dr. Pocock's recovery, desires him to put him in 
mind of the promise he made him, [Mr. Boyle] 
that he would extract some unusual explications of 
Hebrew texts out of his ancient grammarians : 
but I cannot find, that our Author ever perfected 
any such design, nor that he left the appearance 
of it behind him. 

\ - * 

• This learned person had been Chaplain to an English 
Ambassador at .the Porte, and was a Non- conformist, but a 
moderate one : by his letters he appears a sober, discreet, and 
jnodcst man. , 

The 
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The year following, Mr. Seaman published his 
Turkish Grammar and Turkish History, concern- 
ing which, several letters passed between him and 
our Professor, who bestowed great care and pains 
in correcting it, and in putting the Preface into 
better Latin, as Mr. Seaman himself freely and 
thankfully acknowledges : the same he did by the 
Epistle dedicatory to Mr. Boyle, who advanced 
twenty pounds towards the work, fo be paid in 
books. 

Some time this year, or the latter end of the 
foregoing one, Peter Clauston, a learned Dane, 
as I take it, visited Oxford, and became ac- 
quainted with our Professor : in his return home 
he was accompanied, as far as Leyden, by Mr. 
Edward Pocock^ Ihe Doctors eldest son, then 
Student of Christ-Church ; and from thence, Mr. 
Clauston writes to Dr. Pocock, giving , him an 
account of his son's kind reception from all th^ 
learned of that place, on the account of his fa* 
ther's great learning and humanity: He takes this 
opportunity to recommend two of his countrymen, 
travelling to England, unto the Professor's notice, 
the one a son of the celebrated Antiquary Wor- 
mius, the other Mr. Borneman, whose father had 
been Secretary to the King [of Denmark,] and 
each of whom had brothers that were Professors 
in the University of their country, 
^ierooyipus Harder, A:(ay the first of thi^ 

yeay 
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year, consuUa our Author on several difficulUeSy 
relating to the History of Sultan Saladine, which 
he was then preparing to publish with a Latia 
translation. 

June the 17th, Alting writes from Groningen, 
laments, that he could not see Dr« PocockV son 
in those parts, congratulates him on his recovery 
of health; complains, that his colleague Maresius, 
out of envy, had charged him with Heresy and 
Sociniaism; that he had given much the same 
treatment to the Leyden Divines, and particularly 
to the famous Gocceius ; because they would not 
come into his censure, upon an appeal to them. 

Mr* Francis Vernon, then at Pmtis, hi a letter^ 
dated Sept. the 5th of this year, at the request of 
Mr. Jostel, acquaints Dr. Pocock, that a friend 
of his [Mr. JusteFs] intended to publish \the 
works of St Leo Papa, and of Prosper Aquita** 
1^, and desires the Bodleian Library might be 
consulted, to see if any MSS. could be found 
&ece, that would be useful to his design *. 
, A March. 

* Father Quesnel aqtually published these works at Paris, 
in 1675, and therefore^ probably, • was Mr. Justel's friend, 
here spoken of: I am the more confirmed hi this, because i» 
t\e following December, Mr. Vernon 6wn« the receipt of & let- 
ter from Mjt. Bernard, inclosed in one from Dx* Pocvck, which 
bad given him great satisfaction, and because another of JSlr^ 
Vernon^s letters, after this, mentions a present of books sent 
by Father Quesiiel to Mr, Bernard. Lastly, Father Ques- 
nel, 



DR. Ml>wkK1> KieocK. jl79 

Mftreh tbe Sdy l(S69-70, Mr. Bevtm^ frodl 
Xeyden^ ivxitea, that Gronoviuft and bis son wertk 
preparing a new editbn of PotytHus, with tM 
Kofibs t^ CasauboB^ Vale6iu9i and that own, and 
GKnuitad by some MatnuscFipC copies, and that 
Ihey desinsd to have that in the Bodleian Library 
ebllated widi. ^ printed copy, and transmitted 
totbesft. 

The 1^ of th« Mme montb he writes agaiii^ 
and says, that Harder^ having translated the His<^ 
toiry of Saladme,. canitot fitid a bookseller to un^^ 
diertaioe the printing of it, so ^eat was the decay 
(tf Orientel leamkig ; for which reason also ha 
Ikddb, that Mr. Thevenot cannot find a bookseltefi 
akher there, or alt Amsterdam, to undertake hiii 
Abtttfeda. 

This year was farther remarkable for the publi- 
cation of Dr. Castel's Lexicon in seven lan^ 
guages, after ten years immense labour : towards 
"^fiich, tit. PoGOck bad contributed, by lendyig 
flk^ee JEthiopic MSS. and ten JEthiopic MS. li^ 
fargies. We shAlL hear him hereafter complain-' 
ing, how ill rewarded all his learned pains were, 
w^lch he riad expferided oii this Lexicon. I shall 
onH add', tfiaf, dt tftcf thfte of his deathV he^had S 
krg^ Qu^ber of the copies on' his ba^nds ; as ap-* 

nel, in his^ 12tl^ Dissertation upoB St. Leo's Works,, pays a^ 
compliment to Mr. Bernard, on his indefatigable zeal for 
the pfotootion of Liferatui^, . > .. • 

pear9 
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penxB fromthis drcumstance, that in Ms last vill, 
be bequeathed 100 sets of them to Dr. Comptooy 
then Lord, Bishop of London.' 

April ike fiOth, of the yrar feUowii^ liad. 
Ferraodus,^ a most surprising young FrencbmsBtt 
of wbommore by md by, made bis application 
from Paris, by letter, to Dr. Pocock, acquaint* 
Ing bim, that be bad undertaken to transJate the 
annalfi of the Kings oi Fraoce, and the Ottoman 
Emperors^ a MS. in the I^oyal Library, vrittea 
formerly in Hebrew, by Josepb the Priest^ the 
son of JebossUa, and intending to illustrate this 
History with Note^^ likewise ^aken principally from 
Arabic writeis, be humbly desires the Poctor fx> 
supply l^im with what such Arabic books, as he has 
read, say of the French history, and chiefty of 
the expeditions by them made into tbe Lajst, or at 
least, to direct h^m tp the books wherein ipegipirs^ 
qf this sort are to be found. 

This year, ]\In Huntingdon^ a great iripnd aq4 
futujre correspondent of our Professor, set pu}; fop 
Aleppo, to o^ciate ^here, as Cbap)ain tq the 
English Factory. .^ 

Mr. Vernon, from Paris, dates a letter No- 
yember J.2, of the year we are now in, the chiqf 
design of which was to ent§|tain Dr. Pocoick with 
the History of Monsieur Ferrand, above spokeq 
of, to whom be bad just delivered the Doctor^a 
answer to lus letter. His story is f^ follows : 

*f Monsieur 
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5* Monsieur Fenrand is by birth a Provencal, 
** a native of the town of Thoulon, of some 25 
<< years of age : from bis infancy he was always 
*^ addicted to the study and admiration of Oriental 
'languages; to which, besides the dispositions 
'^ which nature had given hioi^ fortune adminis- 
'^ tered some accidental helps : for b^ing bom in a 
** maritihie town, where was a great concourse 
'^ of strangers, and particularly of Levantines, 
^^ brought thither by the allurements of trade and 
" riches, which they hope to acquire by a corres- 
*^ pondence in France ; among much other ac- 
'' quaintance with those foreigners, he says, he 
^' made one very intimate with an Arabian mibr- 
*^ ^hant, a person as well furnish^ in his mind 
'^ as he was rich in his fortunes. This man he 
'^ represents, as one the most abounding with 
^' cQurtesy, the most obliging in behaviour, and 
- the most learned of any he had seen eft con- 
" versed with before ; nay, he questionsi whether 
'^ he ought to prefer any that he has seen since. 
^'This man'': he says, *^ if he had not had na-' 
^^ tural longings after Eastern fashions and writ^ 
^' ings, which, he professes to have had, would 
•' have inspired him witl) fl^ love and esteem for 
*■ them ; so extrepiely dH his person seem to re* 
^' commend and grace, what Mr. Ferrand's fancy 
i- bad given him great inclinations to befdfe. To* 

"this 
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/' this Arabian, tben, he tnade bis constant resort ; 
^ with him he spent all (liose hours which were 
^ in bis own disposal, aod none df his studies 6t 
*^ recreations were plea«uit to him, except socfa 
*^ as be took m his company. This Arabiw bad 
*^ great store of maxmscrtpts, and dieie be taught 
^ htm to read ; many of these wete hostorioal^ 
^ and with these be divated himself. Thus he 
^* spent, what he calls the happiest part of hin 
^^ life, titl the style of the world, and the com- 
^^ mands of bis friends, brought bioi to Paris, 
*^ where they intend be shall complete hb studies t 
^ be hath bis residence in the University, in the 
'^ Coltege des Thresoriers, where his fnendi d^'** 
^ signed biiii for physsic ; but his own gaiiud it* 
^ resistibly carries bim another way, vi^. to 
^Oriental studies, to which, for the most part, 
^ be applies bimsdf. The main of his tone he 
** spends in the Kiaig's library ; wbem bis ^al 
^ ftasidaity and eminent partat have tyrought Mm 
'* acquainted with the learned persons that resort 
^ Aitber : so that ^low be is not^ only known for 
*^ a prodigious proficient, in Oriental learning, 
^ among men* of science, but is also taken noticcf 
^ of by Monsieur Colbert, who hath the care and 
^' superintendency of learning, as well as , of 
** what else contributes to the honour ar^l ad- 
•* vantage e^ Ifce* French^ natioi^ This-alile afti- 
' -^ ^ nister 
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^ ulster looks upon Monsieur Ferrand, not only 
^ as an accomplished scholar, but also as an useful 
''member, and cNrnament of the state.** 

On the £8th of the same month, Harder, 
shortly after Professor of Oriental Languages at 
Leyden, probably, in the room of the great Go- 
lios, writes to Dr. Pocock, and gives him a most 
mdandioly account of the neglect of Arabic lite* 
rature m that University, or rather of the con? 
tempt it lay under there : two causes he assigns 
for it ; first, Golius, he thinks, did not exercise 
the students, not even those that were maintained 
at the public expence, in these studies, nor use 
his lauddority to make them take pains therein; 
Sdly. He blames the avarice of the age, which 
gave no attention to any sciences, that were not 
greatly lucrative. 

In the beginning of the following year, Hieron. 
Harder writes, that he was very lately made 
reader of the Oriental tongues by the Curators 
of Leyden : in which employment, bis hopes of 
^ving them satisfaction were founded on our Pro'-* 
fessor s direction and assistance, ^whieh, he fiat* 
tered himself, ^ would not be wanting to him: upon 
any emergent difficulty. 

Another letter from the same hand,, dated 
May S3, 1^71, brought a recommendation of 
Mr« Farcardus, a: licentiate in law, and a man of 
good learning,, wha was going for England. 

' In 
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In this year, the Professor's eldest son, Mf. 
Edward Pocock published, with a Latin transla- 
tion of his own, an Arabic piece of £hn Tophai}^ 
the title of which was, Philosophu^ Autodidactus, 
sive Epistola Abi Jaafer Ebn Tophail de Hai £bn 
Yokdban. In qud ostenditurj qaomodo ex Infc^ 
riorum Contemplatione ad Superiorum Notkkm 
ratio humana etscendere possit: • It is an ingeniou3 
fiction, giving the History of Ebn Yokdban, who, 
the Author tells us, according to some, was pro* 
duced in one of the Indian islands under the 
Equinoctial, where men come into the world 
without father or mother. Others relate his be- 
ginning in this manner : over against that wonder- 
ful island was another large one, under the sove- 
reignty of a proud and jealous prince, who, hav- 
ing a beautiful sister, strictly guarded Iier from 
marrying, because he despaired of finding her a 
husband of suitable quality: but a relation of 
his, by name Yokdban, nevertheless privately 
married her, and by him she had the herd of 
this fable, Ebn Jockdban: as soon as he was 
bom,, and his mother had suckled him» for fear 
her marriage should be discovered, she exposed 
him to the sea, in a chest properly contrived, at 
high water, which carried him to the opposite 
island abovementioned ; where his cries brought 
a^sbe-gqat, which had lately lost her kid, and 
which suckled and brought him up. He prove4 

afterwards 
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afterwards of a discerning and contemplative spi« 
rit, and by progressive ' reasonings with biftiself, 
from what he saw^ formed.. a system. of Natural 
Philosophy, Morality, and Metaphysics. In the 
50th year of his age, Asal, a person of a, con-^ 
templative disposition, who came thither from a 
neighbouring island, for the sake of retirement, 
found Yokdhan, taught him language, and got 
from him all the acdount he was able to give of 
his original, and the history of his gradual ap- 
proaches to a knowledge of, and intimate conjunc* 
tion with God, Dr, Pocock prefixed a learned 
Preface to his son's book, concerning the name 
and age of. the Arabian, that wrote the original, 
which led foreigners, especially those of France, 
to consider the whole as the Father's performance. 
. Mr. Vernon, writing to Dr. Pocock from Paris, 
Sept. 7, of this year, tells him that he hail deli- 
vered a copy of this book to Monsieur Capel<- 
lain, of the Sorbonne, for which he was very 
tiiankful, being much delighted with it ; he ac^ 
quaints him that his own copy he had presented 
to Mr. Huygens, of the Royal Academy; that 
Mr. Herbelote, and Mr, De la Croix, both emi- 
nent Oriental scholars had read and approved it : 
he adds that Mr. Thevenot had Abn Tophail (the 
Arabic author, translated by Mr. Pocock) his 
life in manuscript ; that he informs him he was a 
jphilosQpher of great note and eminence in his age, 
S that 
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that he was Averroes^s master, and that he had 
like to have made a new sect among the MabcH 
inetans, being withal of an active spirit 

In September this year, 1671, the learned Mh 
Beveridgei afterwards Bishop of St Asaph, writes 
his thanks to Dn Pocock, fi^r having perused the 
Arabic paraphrase of the canons, with fass (Mr. 
Beveridge's) translation, desiring the contbnaiiee 
of bis care, and submitting bimsQlf wholly to his 
judgment 

Mr. Vernon, in November oi the same year, 
writes again to our author from Paris, acquainting 
him, that, together with his, would come two 
more letters, one from Dr. CapeUain, the other 
from Monsieur Ferrand^ to both of whom he had, 
by the Doctor's own direction, presented his son's 
book ; he is sorry he had not begged a copy for 
Mr. Thcvenot, wIk) was much taken with the 
fancy of the piece,* and intended to make the Pro* 
Cesser a present of the life of its author, Abn 
Tophaiij in Arabic. He adds, that Abbot Pan* 
ciatichi by that t?me arrived at Florence^ would 
make the value of it known there, and that he 
perceived they every where made account of it» 
Mr. Ferrand's letter is yet extant; he gives, a 
handsome compliment to the piece, dedaring him-* 
self at a loss which to admire most, the ay thorn's 
elegance^ or his interpreter's exactness. Mr. Car- 
peUaia's letter did not acccnnpany Mr. Vemon's> 

^ .. • as 



as will appear from the date of it in- fte next ar-* 
tide. 

Monsieur la Grange le CapeUain, a Sorbonist, 
and author of Mare RablHnicum Infidum agakist 
Cbavigny, to whom Dr. Pocock, ag above, sent 
a present of his son's book^ and thanked the 
poctor for it; having received a letter since from 
him, writes^ in answer to it, one, dated Feb. 17, 
107^9 in which be recommends the bearer Ottsius, 
a Swiss, a person well skilled in biblical and rab* 
binical Hebrew, and now going for England to 
k»ra Arabic^ tanquam ad fantem undefelicius et 
uberius hauriri pomt. He inquires about Rabbi 
Tanehum, mentioned in the Professor's letter, 
whether it was a printed book, or only a manu- 
script : so little known was that most excellent 
commentator till Dr. Pocock apprized the world 
of him. 

Ottsius, the learned Swiss above-mentioned^ was 
also at the same time commended to Dr. Pocock's 
regards, by Mr. Ferrand : herein also he desires 
to purchase a copy of the Philosophus Autodt^ 
dactus for the famous F^ncis Bosquet, first Bi- 
fhop of Lodeve, and afterwards of Montpellier, 
who, hearing of th^ book, by letter from Mqo-* 
ueur Ferrand, earnestly desired him to procure 
one, and impatiently expected it 

From two of Mr. Bernard's letters this year, I 
find the Professor was much urged by his friends 

a to 
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to publish bit chiliads of Arabic prorerbs which 
bad lain by him, finished for the press betweea 
thirty and forty years : the encourag^eot he had 
to proceed in it seemed, at this tiine, not incon- 
siderable. Dr. Castel had promised to secure a 
hundred books for Cambridge^ and a still greater 
fNToportioti might be depended upon in Oxford^ 
besides what the assiduity of his good friends in 
London, ^uch as Mr. Boyle, Dr. Gale, Mr. 
Haack, &c. might get off: but for reasons, of 
which we can give no account, nothing was done 
in the business either then, or at any time i^r-* 
wards. 

Mr. Huntington, ia T^ebruary, 1671, wrofe to 
Dr. Pocock, desiring, if any yet remained undis-^ 
posed of, some copies of his Arabic Grotius de 
Veritate, which Mr. Boyle readily and thankfully 
supplied, to the number of thirty, and with them 
twelve copies of Mr. Seamans Turkish Cate- 
chism : of these our Author gave Mr. Huntington 
notice, in a letter, dated the 23d of August fol- 
lowing : to accompany these, he sent three dozen 
of our Church Catechisms rendered into Arabic, 
which he had just then printed for the use of the 
young Christians in the East, intending that more 
should follow if God permit. He tells his friend 
he was at a loss out of what copy to take the 
Commandments, which, at last, he determined 
to do out of the Polyglott Bible* At the end, he 

farther 
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fftrthar tells him, art added some plwes of Sori^ 
ture, coQtainiog the most general principles of 
religjon : to which should have been added, the 
ififititutioa of the Lord's Supper, from 1 Cor. xi. 
but their haste to have it out of the press soon 
euough for the present oppcM'tunity of sending 
them prevented it He proceeds to express his 
wiiriiesi that the chief Prayers of our English l^ 
turgy were in Arabic, and his aetonisbmtoft thsit 
he never fbumd the divine hymn of Te Denra in 
the eastern languages : the reason of which prfh 
bably wa$, that tfais hymn was thd oampesitMrn <if 
a Latin father^ ^t Ambr<»e) ivheita^, 1 think, 
l^tf eastetn litui^g^ wcfe made agrei^abljf td tUe 
formularies used in the Greek- Church^ How- 
ever, Dr« Pck^oeki as hit son infortiis us^ added 
this hymn to bis Atabib oatedbbm. He i^epeals 
his forstier request to procure him the booke <£ 
which Mn HuntSngtbn bad a oatalogaei eudb as 
wene vrritteki by Jetvs' in die Arab laagutage. 
*^ Bttt^" continues he^ ^* mj chief longing is fsk 
*' the first part of Rabbi Tancbnm's book; wbioh 
*' he calls ^((tlVK 3i»rfDy GetabolBiaft^ whkb 
^'^ are his notes on the \rhole Old Testament 
^ That first part he c^Us ntrVs^te, Al GoUyat, 
** i. e. Generalise wherein he treats of allthiags 
*^ necessary to the interpretaition of Scripture^ as 
metaphws, parabolical expressions and words; 
ekher anu9ual>- or of divei^ aeceptiote and dif* 
VOL. u U " faculties 
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^^ficuUies -in ehronology, divers readings^ and 
^^ tlie like/' He recommends to him the me- 
thods. by which, when be was In the east, he got 
^11 the pieces he then had of Tancbum, viz. Jo- 
shua, Judges, Samuel, and the Kings, and Je:* 
Temy, Ezekiel, and the twelve minor Prophets; 

On the 17tb of August thi& year, Mr. Olden- 
burg, before- mentioned, wrote to Dr. Pocock on 
the behalf of Dr. Fogelius, one of the chief phy- 
sicians of Hamburgh, desiring the professor to 
-give him the meaning of some Turkish names of 
•medicines, «nd also to inform him, whether the 
book de Voluptate Animi,- of Badroddini, be at 
X>xford or Cambridge, and whether it be a MS. 
or a pnnted book. 

^ : fiy several letters written from Dr. Castel, in 

March of the next year, Ifind^hat our Professor 

iintended then an edition of his Arabic Chiliads 

tof Proverbs, . and that in order t^iereto, he printed 

and dispersed .a specimen of. the work. Dr. Cas- 

^1 earnestly pressed. the perfecting of that piece, 

.and, to encourage it, frequently repeated . his 

promise of becoming responsible for one hundred J 

copies. . From one of his letters it appears also, 

that Dr. Pocock was' then thought to be preparing 

something of Rabbi Tanchum and Maimonides's 

More Nebochim, for the public : as to the former 

of dhese, the. reality of it is intimated by himself 

in a letter to Mr. Huntington this year, and that 

it 
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It was the desire of a learned Sorbooist (De la 
Grange le Capellaia) as likewise of some at 
home: but for the latter, 1 rather take it to have 
been the design of the Doctor^s eldest son, ISIr. 
Edward Pocock. For about this time, Mr. Locke, 
since that so well known to the world, in a letter 
to the father, mentions his having engaged his son 
at Salisbury, in translating and printing a part of 
Maimonides, and that he had spoken with Mr. 
Boyle about it: he desired also to have it printed 
just as that piece translated by Mr. Prideaux * 
VBs. He further assured Dr. Pocock, that it 
would greatly encourage those who wished well to 
the work, if he could assure them that it should 
be done under the father's direction. But of all 
the e, Dr. Castel urged most the publication of 
the Arabic Chiliads, as most grateful to all the 
truly learned, offering to leave no dtone unturned 
to effect the vending of the edition: " Not,** 
adds he, '* of the Proverbs only, but as to the 
other Jewish authors also, having a very High 
esteem and value for them, especially Rabbi 
** Tanchum, offering, at the same tirnf, himself 
" carefully to correct the errata/' The same 
learned Arabic professor of Cambridge was at 
this time labouring to purchase the Golian library 
for his University ; a private person of his ^ct 

* Af Awards Dr. Prideaux, the learned Dean of Norwich. 

V S quaintance 
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quaintaac^ being willing to venture aboaf sevarf 
hundred pounds for k. But the executors hoping 
to make a mere advantageotrs sale, refused tk» 
offer^ of n^hich they dearly repented afterward, 
being compelied more than twenty years after to 
sell them by auction, and pf6bably to less advati* 
tttgd; at which timOi Dr. Edward Bernard made 
» journey into Holtand, and bought the choicest 
of them for Dr. Narcissus March, tiien Arch* 
bishop oS Doibliti. See Dr. Smith!s Life of Dr« 
Bernard, pp. 50, 51. 

• This year Mr. Huntington travelled ta Mount 
LibanuS) in order to mal^e sopie learned discove* 
ries there^ but was prevented by some infiroaityi. 
which, when he was within two hours of the pa* 
Iriarch, canie upon him, and disabled htm froav 
walking. I;)owever, he procured R. Tancbuna'^ 
]Vk>rsb€d, in tBree volumes, and some imperfect 
pieces of his upon Uie Scripture, which he senl^ 
as a present, to our Professor : a better co|:^ oi 
Al Aforsbed was aftenvard« ti^ansiBitted to Mr. 
Htmt4ngtof>, from Damascus, of wltich he ofS^red 
Dr. Pocuck his choice. He bad. likemse foqndi 
to hie great joy, Cozari in Arabio, the whole dia* 
puttttion, 

Ift March, ] 673, Dr. Marun Fogelius^ of H^m* 
burgh, before-mentioned, having i^eceivod our 
Professor's answer to his queries concerning the 

* 

Narcoticks of the . Turks, by the means of Mr. 
., ./. 6 Oldenburg; 



OMenburg r to aome of ivbicltiie replied froin the 
Zjexicons, to others from bis own use and ob^et- 
^aticKi^ whilst he lived amongst tbem : he now de- 
"f^tes a more distinct account wbat4:]uantities, how 
oft, to what end, and with what effect be took 
jtbera. He further xronselts bim about a difficulty 
in the. Nubian geographer: to which Dr. Pocock 
obligingjy and fully replied. Dr. Fogetiufi had 
Aen a Tract by him ready for the pres$, De Tuf- 
carum Nepenthe, which made bini more particik^ 
-larly inquisitive pa these subjects. 

In September of ,tbe pi^eut year, Mr. Hun- ^ 
tington wrote a lo^g epfsti^ to Dr. Pocock^ whieK 
produced h^ next pul^Ik performance, viz. the 
Arabic Version of our Engljisb j^turgy : it miiy 
i}fi remembered^ that the Professor, writtag to Mr« 
Huntington more than a year befofre, had wished 
that the chief Prayers of our l^glisfa JUt»rgy 
vfere in Arabic : taking occasion ftxnp henire, and 
^oui his Arabic Catechism, tie reprjosents fQ the 
Poctor wh^t excelleat servioe oar liturgy woidd 
4k> in the east, if it wene tmi^enBaUy itmiisliitAd 
into the same l^gviage. ^ UndouUQdly,'' adds 
he, " this (the CatechiMB) is but a specimeQ of 
yo«ir furth^ design, «n4 that thereby you 
would guess how it nqigbt be accepted fa^SK^e 
you accomplished the whole. ** " Really, " con- 
iioues he, ^' if you will believe the people, tbey 
V wooder a Frank slK>i4d aQdecstaoid their tongue 

" better 
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'^ better than the most learned anong them: lAd . 
'^ they see the two tables once more intire and 
** perfect, not abused and broken, as in all the 
" methods and systems of divinity, tliaf the Ro- 
" manists have hitherto convipyed, for ought I 
^ know, into these places " ** And," pro- 
ceeds he, ^^ if tins be so acceptable, what woulft 
. 'f the whole sfifvice be wh^n the people here sfaaU 
*^ read it so fqlly expressed in the language where- 
" in they are born ? No one is, nor ever will be, 
*' (besides yourself) fit for the employment : far 
*^ it well becomes the best Liturgy hi the world 
*^ to be best translated ; and in this case, every 
'' one that knows your name, knows where alone 
** to rest his expectation/* 

Another inducement he offers, which is, that it 
will convince a sort of men who have brought a 
fancy out of Europe, and which they would have 
believed here,- that we have little or no religion in 
' England, and that what we have, is quite over* 
spread with errors and heresy : this he thinks the 
natives more apt to credit, because (which is a 
thing very unhappy) we do not punctually observe 
the solemn days and times in^ which their reli^on 
chiefly consists. To this be adds the need that 
tbe Greek Christians have of devotional books ; 
their. esteem for the Church of England above all 
others; their agreement with it in doctrine, ex- 
eepting tiie points of the procession of the Holy 

Ghosi 
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latter of . wbicb. they ialk tefy difieVently/ Qeitiier 
a^ eeiog with otvb another, nor . yot^ at different 
tim^ with themselves. 

Towards the expeo^er of this translationi Md - * 
Uuntingtqn gj^^rpusly offered twenty g9pnds at, 
present^ for procuring of paper, intimating that he^ * 
would readily advance the whole charge, if he 
liv^ to be worth so much, if it shopld bappenr> * 
that no other benefactors offered their assistance. ; 

Before, our author could receive this proposali 
he had written again to Mr. Huntington, stiH re- 
minding him of Rabbi Tanchum's works, for get^ 
ting of which intire, he was at present the more ' 
solicitous, because the learned world, both at 
home and abroad, desired that something of that , 
author might be published. He liicewise recom- 
mends to him an enquiry after what is to be had 
or known from the Samaritans, and from the 
Karraim Jews, if any such were ia those parts. 
Lastly, he begs that he .would examine the * Sy« 
rians what creature is by them called Yoruro^ 
whether it be not a jackall : hereby . he hoped to 
cof rect a mistake in the usgal rendering of. the . . 
Hebrew Tannim, by dragons^ which neither howl, 
nor have breasts, botli which ar^ attributed to the ^ 
animals called Taonhl> in the Hebrew Scriptures^ 
At the same time^ he desireS' Mr. Huntingtou 
would inform himself codc^rping the noise which 

fstriches 
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ottdelMs in»k«. Wimt^r fMnAkett iH^tf Diw 
TUctttk hM i»rhlM op bo(k tbew attfcjecti in ^ 
otmmeMarj oA MIeab t ft, wWdi mm aade |Mit^ 
lie four yean after this, wiU think It tto improlMi* 
ble eonjectare that he had mw. began that work, 
<yr, at Ittfit, was l^rmg t^gevher jm ^^MMrMtw 
ftrit 

In Ndfaifiber <if thisyMr, IS73, MooMarlw 
C^pdlain paid his r etpectii to the Professor^ in a ' 
letter, the bearer bf which was a studioiu^ and 
noUe youth, his tiame not meQtiontd, who came 
into England to ^ee, and b^ acquainted mth, oof 
men of letters, and more particularly w)|^ Dr« 
Pocock. 

The next year, i. e. 1^74, appeared the fruita 
of Mr. Huntington's instances with Dr. Pococfc 
for translating our English Common Prayer into 
Atabie : he did not render the whole of it )nto 
that language, but only the chief Prayers, Hymns, 
&c. agreeably to what hidiself* had some year$ 
before wished to see done. The title of this * 
pieee, as left with us by his eldest son, ia the ca*» 
talogM of his father's works, is Partes prssciposi 
Liturgiie Eeclesia^ Aagikantt, lingiii Arabicjl. 
1674. Mr. Edward P<«ock's awre particular 
account ist this Version of his father's is, that it 
^sntained^the daily Morning aad Evening Prayers, 
Ibe order of administering 9^ptism, and the 
Lord's Supper: t6 whieh he ISiewise added, the 
« doctrine 
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dtcArit* 4>f Ite Ghiireh of Eo^tod, eompre- 
ImuMi «i thiB ^My-nioB AititlM, and tbeargu* 
meDtl of wi^ UpmiHes. Mr. HontiagitQii bad 
iMt, m iie eXpMtcd^ tlie banour of defrajing the 
€t|Niice of t^iMetiMfol iiabours of his friend: for 
tlie Uaivisnity of Oxfimd most worthily supplied 
tbeeBtifecaqifin^iSB of the book ; thereby preckid* 
ing aU pmnate beaBSutiauB^ of which more bere*^ 
aAsr. • 

On the 80th of March, peace teing then ceo* 
diided hetween'liae Ei^Ush and Dutch, and the 
literary conrespondence onc^ more open' betveeai 
Dr« Pooock and his friends in the low coim tries, 
Mr. Alting, of Groningen, took the first oppor*- 
tiihity of aahrting the Professor, congratulating 
the happy change of affairs betweeti the two na« 
tions, and reoooiini^ding the bearer of the epistle, 
Anthony Kiin^r, of^Zuiicfa, a student in divt^ 
sdty» tfh0« haying spent a year at Groaingeii» and, 
ittet that» a winter at L&ydeo, was going thence to 
Englaiid* 

in the isaoie tnondi Dr. Thomas Greares, in a 
fetter to onr author; escpresses^his wishes Aat some 
one wodd pubhsh tiie life of the pious Cyril, Pa** 
triMtb of Coiistanlinoiple, together with the occn- 
sion and manner of his death : ^* I have,*' says 
Pn Greafves, ^ imvwd Sir^Cyril Wyche to under- 
^^ take it, and have 4£ued to contribnfea some 
^^^ assistaoce.'^ The reader, perhaps, may remem- 

bca 
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ber the account given of this exc^tUtot ^and . lUos^ 
trious persoa towards the l)egintiingof4he present 
history, and particularly how he honoured Sir^ 
Peter Wycbe, then ambassador from King Charles 
the First, at the Porte, with standing surety to his ^ 
son at bis baptism tWe, and giving him the name 
of Cyril : and this will sufficiently explain how it 
came to pass that Dn Greaves applied to that 
gentleman, and thought him the fittest to write the 
Patriarch's story. 

ll)is year also Dr« Pocock bad the agreeable 
Bews from Aleppo, that his friend Huntington 
bad, after long enquiry, procured for him Abu 
Wallids Altama. 

It was May in the year following, before the 
translation of the English Liturgy into Arabic 
reached Mr. Huntington at Aleppo ; who, upon, 
the first hearing that so acceptable a present was 
in its way to him, wrote a most pious and thank- 
ful letter to the Professor, dated May 13, l67S^ 
" I find," says he in it, ** the University envied 
^^ me the honour of being a benefactor to so good 
" a cause  ' However, Til recover what I 
^' can by the religious distribution of the books." 
He proceeds thus : ^^ I have several of the Gro- 
*^ tius*s, yet.by me, rather out of the apprehen- 
^* sion I have of. the malice of some Christians 
*' (who will hardly allow that a man of a difie* 
^^ rent opinion should be instrumental to thepro- 
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^ pagatioo ^ the right fiiith) than from the ui^ 
^* prooipted ficcttsation and downright danger by 
^^ the Turki. 1 did cut out the laat book in two 
^' or three cof^ea.'' 

Upon the actual leceipt of &e Common Prayer 
made Arabic, wbidi happen0d before the end of 
May, Mr. Huntington wrote again with a profu* 
sion of religious joy to Dr. Pocock for his labour 
of love, as he calls that work, and the pledge of 
Jbis affection to those people, among which he for- 
merly lived : " I expect,'* adds he, ** it should 
<< meet with the greatest hindrance from the Latin 
fathers : for they are. unwilling ttie people should 
know too much, that is, more than they think 
^ fit to teach them ; iior is this a needless suspi- 
" cion : for if they were do much ag^ieved, as I 
^' beard they were, because you printed the Second 
*^ Commandment at length in yours, which very 
^^ impudently they have expunged out of their 
'' Catechisms, how must they be concerned to 
'^ find their doetrines, some of them thwarted 
and positively denied ? Neither is it reason- 
able to expect they should allow the articles, 
though of a whole church, when they eontra- 
'' diet their opinions and interests, since, upon the 
^^ same account, they dare renounce an express 
•* law of God !'' The good man proceeds in own- 
ing his obligations, not only to the Prpfessor, but 
also ^ the Vice Chancellor and the University, 
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prayiDg fer their happiness and pnspacHj^^ mpi 
suceessftil progress ja the like good srorks : mtj/ 
sqch was his aeal for the promotion of true relt- 
gion, by the means then put into his hands» that 
he wishes to liave borne soaoe small sbane in the 
expenc^ though oidy in fja^ binding of tiie books 
4ii marUed paper, wliicfa lie calls .the inost talcing 
and proper dress Ibrttbem ia those couixtries. 

In July of ti»5 year, oor author reeeiyed'fram 
Dr, Castel his thanks and compUfiDeots' for tii? 
present of our Eoj^ish liturgy, most ^legaiitly 
transfused, as he expr^ses hintseif, into Ambic« 
The reader will pardon me for observing on this 
octasion, that this very learoed gentiemao, by 
eonversing almost comtantiy with the eastern wri^ 
ters, seems to have made their lofky ways of ex- 
pression habitaal to him, io as not to iiave been 
able to forbear tbjem, even in his £pisto}ary style. 

Mr. Huntington writes again the ioilcmmg lith 
¥ett)ber, and acquaints Dr. Pocock coaoaming his 
old acquaintanoe father Cdestioe, the Carmelite, 
and bFotker to the great Golius, that he was then 
gone in mission, with three others, to the Coasts of 
Malabar, to confirm the Cbristiaml of St Thomas 
there, and to convert infidels; tliat he enquired 
most aifeclionatdy after him (Dr. Pocock) and 
made Mr. Huntington a vkit, on. purpose to un- 
derstand the Doctor's w^iiaire;, and to convey his 
respects unto him :. '' Very ^^lad he waSf'' a4ds 
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htf ** to hew of jonr performance ia Eetyehius, 
^ whom Selden, he said, hadinjtired, and in Abul 
'^ Pharai, a took he consmeDds migfatilyy but had 
<< QOt seen thera^bi print. Your specnuen be had 
'^ perased, and gives it due applause: he had 
heard of yoar Version of Grottos, and was won«» 
derfuliy pleased with loagie copies of it, vfhkh 
I presented Um^ in your name, and pirgmised 
'' me a Thomas k Kempis, de Imitatione Christr, 
'^ by him translated into the same langui^, some 
^' few of which he brought with him froip Rome. 
^ He hath left a little poem of St Ephrem there 
^^ i?eady for the press, with fads translation bto 
^ Arabic, Turkish, Latin, 8cc. He renews hit 
*' age, he saitb, and although seventy-two ia healthy 
^^ and vigorous^ and walks as nimbly as ever# 
^ One reason why he was chosen for this eaiploy* 
^ men^ may be bis skill in Syriac, the fac^y tongue 
^ of tfaoee Christians to whom he is gone. From 
^ Inml could not have expected a &jr isMiCount of 
** your late undertaking ; nor is it in. the service 
^ itself, but tlie Articles and Homilies, where suck ^ 
*^ people find fault : and though it was not de^ 
^ sij^ied for them, they are ready to keep others 
^ from esteeming it ; and to raise the reputiUaoa 
'^ of their own doctrine, they are m interest bouxid 
^ to decry ours. 

^ 1 9Ctid hereby two letters from the Samaritans 
^ in answer to Dr. Marshal^ though in both of 

'' them 
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^ them there is but one passage properly tx^ 
^ swei^d : they are in a ^trai^ amazeaient, and 
know not what to think ; but mighty wiliiDj^ 
they are to believe they have' such brethren, 
because they would £iin be the better for them. 
^ And if ever you • hope to get any of their few 
^ books, it must be upon some such considera- 
^ tion, wherein, as care should be taken not to 
*' abuse them, so neither to cheat yourselves." ' 
The history of this correspondence between Dn 
Marshal and the Samaritans of Sichem, and of 
what gave rise to it; not being in every oneV 
hand, I shall here briefly lay the whde matter be- 
fore the reader out of Dr. Huntington's epbtlea to 
the famous Job Ludolphus, author of the ^thio' 
pic history. Whilst the former of these was chap<* 
Iain to the English factory at Aleppo, he took 
Galilee and Samaria in his way to Jerusalem. At 
Sichem, where, and at Gaza, the small remains of 
the Samaritans are found, he visited them in order 
to get information, and, if possible, som^ books 
from them. The Samaritans asked the Doctor if 
there were any Hebrews in his country, not mean* 
ing JFews, as he afterwards perceived^ whom they 
hate, but Samaritans, to whom only they allow the 
name of Israelites and Hebrews : the doctor, sup* 
posing they asked about Jews, innocently answered 
in the affirmative ; and, at the same time; read 
sonic sentences out of their sacred booksi and 
5 written 
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jRrkteii iii Hieir own characten Hereupon they 
t:ried out with tnmsporti of joy, these are truly 
Israelites^ and our dsare^ brethren. The Doctor 
took pains to undeceive them, affirming that the 
persons to wiiofn his answer Telated were unques- 
tionably Jews^* bu^ they hugged their mistake^ 
and would by no means be set right. After this^ 
the Doctor told them, that thev would do well to 
send a book of their law, with an account of their 
religion, times of prayer, /Sacrifices, high priests, 
/feasts, fdsts, and all their books, from which it 
^ould certainly appear whether they were of the 
same faith or not. Accordingly they sent a copy 
of their law, and such letters as he described, 
wluch were transmitted to Dr. Marshal, Rector 
of Lincoln College iq Oxford, and answered by 
him; and to this they again replied, the corres- 
pondehce continuing many years, and not endin;^ 
but with the death of that very learned person. 
See Huntingtdni Epist Lond. Edit, k Th. Smith, 
S. T. P. An. 1704, p. 55, 55. 
- Hetiniogus Witte, who, more than ten years be* 
fore, had seen and conversed with Dr. Pocock In 
£nglaind, wrote to him. May 24, 1 676, on the 
following' occasion, from Riga in Livonia, his owq 
country : he had for some time been engaged in a 
design of writing encomiums on all the most fa* 
mous writers of that age, in each part of literature, 
and had already pubiisbed some Decads^ contain* 
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lag Memoirs df IKvhies^ CivSkas^snd Pbyndam. 
fie was now collectiiig Panegyrics oi» tbe moBt 
ilIiifitrkHiS Pbilolo|gera, Historians^* Orators, and 
PUIosopIiers ; but wanted MenMiro of the chief 
Eo^ishmeti^ tfiat^ io the present oentarj, have 
cultivated, these Seiedces^ baiviiig mp rehisieii of 
this sort in bis possesaien^ except of Ms. Canxb^ 
den : he beg$^ therefore, tbat ouramtbor would^ bjr 
tiie besiwe, transmil: to bim, wbaiteves be bad ta 
dBQmunicat^ in this way. 

This year also began a correspondence between 
Dr. PoGock and Dr. Dudley I,isftus» of Dublui« a 
clergyman of a noble £uiuiy in the Jdngdem of 
Ireland^ and famous for bia skill in tbe Oriental 
languages : he bad beea assisting to Dr. Walton, 
in the Poly^ott Bible, having traafilated tbe 
JEthiopic New TestaoMit inta I^atm, and was 
naefiil to. Dr. Ca8tel> ia bis Hepteglotb Lexicon, 
as is owned by each of tj^em* in tbe prefftees to 
their several works. It is somewhat vreofieifii^ 
that this correspondence bad not cQmQiescMl 
sooner, considering tbe neaj?neas. ^ theaa learned 
persons, and tbe alliance of tbeif respeetiif e slii* 
dies; nor bad it, perhaps, begdui aa swi^ bot tar 
the. accident of a Chaldee priest, who desved Dv* 
Loftus's letter to our author, sigEufying bis' gMd 
behaviour in Ireland, and the success of %ifi jour- 
ney, to n^bicli place Dr. Pocock, among others, 
bad gives him commendatory letters* Having 

this 
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t^is app<»*tuQity9 .be desires the ^Profefspr tQ>iA«* 
i^ui. hiiD, Mfbeit Oriep(al writers say conccrniQg 
|)iony$kis» the cocnpiler pf a Catena upon the 
Biblpf, froto. Oriental . ioterproti^s ; jmd whether 
toy of thid Djoay$ii(s'^ wokRs Jste extant to Ox«* 
ford. Dr.Loftua had already |Hib)bbed a TVai^ 
aUijtion of this Catena, upoa ihe ^oape^ of Sti 
Mark,.Jnto lUigiish, and intended anedittOA'Of 
}}im: upon the fpur Gospel^ which was all Jie I|Md 
pf him. There are also some other learned fix\d 
GUfiojus quaeriea.ia this letter^ t;oo ipng.to be tran- 
scribed here. 

Much aboi^t this -tiine also, I conceive |hier# 
w^9l^. literary Gpttimcirpe between Dr. Pocofik, f^d 
^b^ifi^tian Ncjddius^ .of CopenhE^gen^ author of tha 
ConQ^nlanti^ Parttcularum. Hebriep-Chaldaica* 
r^n^ printaed tn the year 1679: such a thing is 
spolfpn of by tbat learned person^ in his Vindicis, 
yrbereiin, upon all. occasions^ he makes very ho- 
^yrable mj&ntioQ.of our author. 
. Towards the end of this year, or rather early 
i,n;tlie.year following^ .viz.. l677r^iLS. published 
!>«;«: iPoopek's Cooimentary on the Piropfaecy. of 
Mioab : what.rit^aqed; hioi' to wrife on this, and 
^eppirds oi|^pe$iinwe of tll^ lesscat Prophets, 
H^ei. thjin ^ . ot^rs^ is not eoaff/ib determine : 
^ general QprnioQ is, that it ,^»w ^^]:sllant to^ a 
s^hexf^ of Dn Eel), then^Dean gf Christ Church,* 
4lid afterwards Bishop of Oxford, who/ intending 
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ttt oblige the world wkh a Comtottitory oo the en- 
tire Rble, or, at kast, of the Old Testament, 
made by the learned hands of that University, had 
divided the task among 4 det number of tbem, and 
th<^ the Books of Micah, Malachi, Hoiea, «iid 
Joel, fell to the sbare of our Professor. I should 
be the wore #eady to give into this account^ be* 
cause it comes confirmed by bis eldest son.; and 
yet it serais strmge^ idtowing tiiis to be true, tha^ 
in his Dedication of hift Comm^taty on Hosea to 
Bishop Fell, he tlko^M particulariy^ mention the 
encouragement he had from him, to put- that 
irork to the press, and not take the least nodce, 
^1^ ^ther diis, or the two precedingi GOBMnenta- 
ries, owed iSaek ferst conception to him. All that 
Dp. Pocock himself has let ua into, ih his Rreftee 
lib his first Gommentary, tiiftt on Mieah> i% thaU 
his diief endeavour is^ those Annotation^ was ti> 
settle the genumeh and Kiercd meaning of the ttxl^ 
i. e. of the Hebrew original :• lie hadf observec^ 
tlwt inierpcetera oftgn renderedi this* very diffe- 
Bently froptwhat we. read ia. our£nglisfa(.BiUes^ 
and that in them aba we have various readii^ 
OK ratho; renderings ia the mtrgib. tfe furtiier 
acquaints the reader, wbM mettidds- he us^^ t9 
come at tins literal meanuigt and»tMbiriiatioils bo- 
ing ^ prtncipa) bdp, he: is hoMsled'to speok o# 
tbem^ eJ4)ecially such as are lesi generaHy known, 

vi?* the Syriac and ArabiCt But^ because ik 
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^duMf be in tain tb look ftAer liiif littrtt VMipBitig 
of the Hebi^ew iTeitt, so long as it was pratufmed 
to be corrupt (a prejudioe that then iDcreaMMl 
mticb throogb the writings of CapeUu9 Md ofberi^ 
agafiist ih6 antiquity of vowei points m Ibe He« 
brew Bible) Dr. Pocock labours to shew^ $t^ 
(be improbability of such a surtoise, and how un- 
likely it was, that the Jews shoald have corrupted 
t&dr own Scriptiirte, either brfore or after the 
tSmeof Cbtist: as to the afguiMnt for this su^ 
f^osed corruptioni arising from the difference theite 
is ut present between the Seventy tMmslation made 
from the Helu^ew some centui^ies before die com* 
idg of Cbrist) and the Hebrew cop^' no# dxtan^ 
he shows,, that it wfU prove not^ing^ tfil ft shall 
lippeM', M, Thai the copy, ^ed by the Se^Ait^, 
itasi truer, tlmn any preserved Aolong (be Jeitrs; 
and derived froto tbeM to as. Sdffy, That Ihe 
Seventy Infe^preteflB alwtfjfs Mtowed the letter oi 
their Hebrew^ copy, never venittfin^ to giv« wi 
^ir sense of it in different words, or hatd notion 
nctioiMi of the Woi^ds, ithich are not nd# stt 
#midly k^wn^ Sdty, That the V^r^ion Of tiioM 
liiterp«eteta has becAi transntoifte^ to us pHt^ m 
fhey niade ill atnd* free fro^ altera^ dr rniktui^: 
but none of the&e tftings^ he MA^ has bieen, o# 
can be sufficiently proved. In a word^ at tbt 
£nj|(Iisb Version of the Bible, at present ased^ gf* 
nerally fdlows the letter of the Heltt^w ti^ 

x8 which 



iffai^^iis ^e QKttQ object.oC ovr author s iociukyf 
»^ it beeame but one labour to give us the litem! 
tneaoiog of the original, and to defend our autho* 
rized translation; '.which last he somewhere de- 
clares to have been the main- end of thes^if^m* 
mentaries * 

BesidejB thb^ he had, probably, a design to shew 
the usefulness of Rabbbic^l learning towards un* 
derstaoding the Old Testament ; and particularly 
to give the learned world such a taste of Rabbi 
Tanehum^ as might induce thqm to encourage the 
publicatiom of him, ^bidi the Professor had 
much at heart, though he could never effect it. 

But the predominant view of this ^eat and 
good n\^% }n commenting ori the Prophets, wa9 
to resG'jie^ tnany noble predictions^ concenung 
Christ aiad the. times of the Gospel^ froo^ that 
arifill confusion into which they had been bjpoi^ht 
by :ll)e' Ji^wish Doctors^ who seldooi leave the 
^t^ ;af Scripti^re, but wbei^ it serves the cause of 
!Q^^lkP^y« in all^ such cases, ^ammar is no 
J^gpt with them Vhe rule of interpretation^ but 
Sfegrft'afJition .of their .foreffitbers,>. set up. at:finst out 
^ m€^e pj)pqsition to the .Christiain religicm, i$ 
their sole; guicie. To enf punter^ therefore) : with 
ihese^ scarce any one^ was s/Ot weU. qualified, 'as 

" "• ffis ^ords are: to adjust tliilt ef our last deseiredly 
approved traV^latidti wkh -tbe origf nkljl \wM on is tny main 
lAisuiesflfr C ChtU). QU liolocloqf^W veri52. p. %i^\ v ; 
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Dr, Pocock, who had all their Oriental iQamiog^ 
and knew their writers better than themaelves did* 
Here then was a glorious field for t>iJe o£ his att 
tainments t6 display himself iq. And m^ them 
0othing else to recommend his Commentaries^ the 
vast service done therein to the. argjin^ent for 
Christianity from prophecy, will give themioi-« 
mortality, 

in the end of his Preface to the Commentary on 
Micah, our author informs us, that the thing first 
proposed was, to have given the jneaning of the 
text in brief marginal notes, but this was laid aside, 
lest the method should be denned too magisterial : 
add, indeed, nothing has contributed to. render 
Dr. Pocock's Commentaries less perfect, than his 
insuperable modesty, which sometimes hindered 
him, in very noaterial points, fi*om giving hi& 
judgment upon differing expositions. TbiSi h^ 
appiehended, woiUd be objected to his^ perform^ 
ance ; but at the same time declares, be dared not 
do otherwise. The generality of readers,^ finding 
this now and then to. be the case, hay^ takep ug^ 
an opinicm, that Dr. Pocock was gener^y, iC 00% 
universally, thus indeterminate ; but how , mucbr 
th^ have wronged bim herein, will, b^ ^l^^wi^; 
hereafter, when we come to form a jafjgQ[>ent of Iw; 
Commentaries at large. . . . n 

TlHssame year also Dr. Pocock published hqr 
Commentary on. Malaahi^ wbicb* pi(oce^du^ qir 

the 
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the same pnacipleg, and bemg dir«$:tj^ tp tbf 
Mine end« vitii that on Micab, leqyire^ not % dl9^ 
tmct consideration. Something, however, muat 
be said conoerning the Appendix to this ae(son4 
Comtnentary, which %c^xii to have been ^ Latin 
Sermon^ or rather a part of one preached before 
the University of Oxford, upon the Messiah of tho 
Jews, whom they call Ben Joseph, of the Tribe of 
Ephraim : an invention of theirs, long after Qur 
Saviour's days, to answer such predictions in the 
Old Testament, as will not a^ee with him, whm¥| 
they call Messiah Ben David. In this discQurMhi 
our Pro^Bssor shews the novelty and absurdity of 
tills notion of a two*fold Messiah) and that M^* 
nionides, one of their, noost learned Ri^b^inft 
seems to have been ashamed of it, never ^bi» 
fldeotionmg the napie of Ben Joseph when he en* 
^unds the Propheqies concerning Mcssiaba hw% 
adapting them either (p David, op t;he Mf;s3i4h» 
who was to spring from him« 

It was some allay to Dr. Poeoxrk's satiayRiction^ 
ill having finished the above-menttooed Commt nr. 
taries. that he had an aeeount of the datth of two, 
friends: one, and the pnnoipal of them,^ was the 
learned ]&p. Thomas Greaves^ brol^p ta our au? 
thor% dear £r4eQd, Mr. John Gpeaves, apd often 
mentioned in this history ; th|^ other, Mr. Fraoeia 
V^rftODi of Christ ChuPoh» betuteen whom and Dn 
Focaekmanylettepapas^e^ whilst the Sorewff «?** 

sided 
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tided at Pftria. This iuiha{^y gmtlemftD after* 
wands traveUing into Persia, Just before he entered 
flptihan, was hurt in a rencounter, upon a very 
trifling occanon^ and died of his Mounds in that 
dty, two days after. InteUJ^Bce . of this came m 
a letter ftiom . Mr. Huotingtoo, dated at Aleppo^ 
Jund 1, 1677. 

Thtsame learned and pioui gentiemlin writes 
agaifa to our autlior, July the 4th of the ftUowiBg 
year, tbankiiig hiib for &e present of his Coni^ 
raentaries on Mioah and MalachL He sidds^ 
that he get the Samaritan Cfaronologieel History 
Irom them with much ado^ and hoped Ukewise fer 
a cofnment on their lair; of which affidr he had 
wrote at large to Dr. Marshal. H€ condudes 
with an account of the drdadftsi hivoc made iit 
that time in the Levant by the plague ; at Sipymii 
tiiere died 400 in a day, and some i^oes were said 
to be depopulated by it 

Henry William Ludolpb, nephew to the fiuhoul 
J^ lAjd(Afh, author of the JEtMopic History^ 
tiieii upon hi# tetura from England tt> bis uncle 
ia GrertMny, desires, hf letter, td* cairry vi^hat 
commands I>r. Pococft had for that couhtry« 
Mr. Boyle bad fold him cf die torresp6ttdenc6 
Hiey bad at Oxibrd ^it^ tfie SamarittaSi dt 
Sicbeai : of which be dCsire^ td tAxty softfe atf* 
eemt to his uncle ; and theftefore pitfyi ad an- 
swer 
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Bwer t» the fetlowmg qacfies ;• Whetlw .there wai 
an answer sent from Oxford? Of what contents? 
Who maqaged the correspondence? In what 
language? By what meaofi it wac^^Gonveyed, and 
4f there came flincef as*con(d letter from the Ss^ma^ 
titans r • Ta^afl these he i^ceived satisfoctory aiN 
swers, which encouraged the uncle afterwards' ito 
addr^sd letters to tfaesqmeSichomkes, by a £ortu« 
^gs^e Jew, that iiyed in thtiir netghbomrhood^ to 
^hich h^ necdved 4>n9wfers^'* which he printed in 
^le yeai^ tl688, wilh a Latin tMrnlatioo and notea^ 
Itddin^there^o a Latiil version of the iMt^ra.frofh 
tbe Mnmipd9fl^ t(B Oi^^vd: . \ SoarLiaffter^tbe. ar^ 
ihtkh bfiillle: j^hgeir Xoidolph^ ast, Eraockfort^ bis 
iificifi..wrDtelto D£.:Bob()ck(d letter pf thwk9» ibr 
dUie £ftVDura/bit had dote lib nephew^ ^during bis 
iate residenpO'i^ S^ngtand': JaBii>tiikiiig:this opporf 
Stbnit^^ he desifea aome. Arabic ^transcripts from 
Oxford, relating to the JEth^opic History, \MA 
be [Job Ludolf^J wa^i then ptopaxing^ aod bi^gs 
,aa cxplanaiioia of some passaged iq tlie Dociorli 
AteuJ-F^ai, »ncl his pQte3 thereupon, pertioe|itt» 
the same purpose. Apd lest this le^tter should 
have, miscairied, h? s^nt pother, about a mofith 
after, repeating tl^e prinqipul majtters cwtaked ib 
jt\ie former, itnd adding thereto, one more requesl^ 
yi^. toimve.an Arabic ipai\u$cript.io the BocU^iaa 
}4brafy, inc«tion?d \)y ^r. §§Wep, ia his Uxor 
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iKBftllft,' «4nst?ib^ arftf l^atimiftted tdTirm; 'for 
WflKh,* aswcff'-as iBebtHer Arabic extracts, he 
^ould thankfblfy pay tlietTfthicriber. 
•'^ About trts time, l)r.''Na'rtrissus' Marsh, first 
ffellbw of *'Ext:tef College, arid afterwards Prin- 
«t^l of Aibatt-HiilV in' Oxford; and an intimate 
IHena <tf our aiitbor's, \iUs preferred to be Provost 
of 'th^ College 'of Dublin; the 'skme who became 
fiyh^p'of Leighlin ancJFerni, and aftertvards 6nc* 
<»essively Arehbfehop *f ^ashiils, l>ublift, "and ^ 
Af liia^. ' He'was»himsdfeminehtiy learned, and 
a gfeat eneouragcr of leiirrtiitg in others : after his 
^mttemeirt^at DuWiii College, h^ wrote to Dr. 
^ococft, wtjO'ettiier wanted leisure to write, or else 
a good opportunity to send hii* ^nswcr, till Fe- 
ijruarjinthe'year 1679-80, at \vhich time, he ex- 
pressed his great want of Dr. Marsh's good con- 
*«ite And company. As to literary news, Dr. 
•Pocokrk writes to his friend in the following 
OMuanirt *^ I look not abroad among the new 
^* books'; I have not so mtrch as seen V*ossiuk*s 
J** Tract of hid Sybils, and siieh bthers astife with 
f* it ; but I am told, that he speaks therein thingii 
^ that (ire derogatory to Rabbinical learning (but 
^*. that inatters not much, as for other things) and 
i*VparlJcularly (which is magis dokndum) to bring 
•** disrespect and contempt on the Hebrew'Bible; 
f^ and all authoritative, without good proof or 
f^ reason: I and I hear, that by isouie at coffee 
. -. ** ineetings, 
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«< meelifigii It » cried up* It mty b« ntpteted^ 
'^ that the iotentioii U to bring itisHo doubts wbt* 
^^ tber we have any auch things aa a true Bible vt 
** all, which we may confide in, aa God*a word. 
'' IK is, 1 see, by some wished, that the veri^ of 
'^ the origiDal text might be vindicated from audi 
'^ sceptical argumei^ by some of learning and 
'^ vigour, such as yourself. However, I doubt 
^< not, but that, by God's Providence, aa the He- 
** brew text hath hitherto stood firm, so it will 
'^ still stand on its own bottom to wear out ail aa- 
'^ saults against it^ and be, what it always was» 
^^ received as the undoubted word of God, when 
*' all the arguments ami objectiotis ag^nst it att 
^ vamshed into smoke." 

I have been the larger in this tsaascir^t fer 
reasons* which wfll i^jpear hereafter* 

The same letter ^ves us reason to believe tiiat 
Pr. Pocock had nd sooner published his Coinh 
mentaries on Micah and Malachi, but be turned 
bia thoughts upon that of Hosea, in wbiob^ at this 
tioM^ be appeara to have irade a considerable 
progreaa* "^^ If you ask^'* adds he, /' what I am 
doii^ I am now in the press with the concla"- 
sion of the fifth chapter of Hosea; am^ p^- 
baps, the bqpnniog dt the sixth atmst be joined 
with it, to make up the entire N n m the second 
alphabet; ea thi^ what is ahready doti^ is 
kmger than those other Commentaraea of liicah 

and 
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*vand Malachi together, ancly perhapr, is too long. 
^ I must be forced for a while to make a pause,. 
*^ and hope, if God give life aod leave, to go 
^ over the other chapters in a shorter way." But 
1}i^ Poctor found himself in tiie end mistaken: 
for the remaining <:hapter9 take op as mucbroonv 
ill pipportioQ, as the i^ve first did# 

To Ihin letter, Pr» Marsh wrote aa avswer^ 
dated April 17, 1680; in which he complains, 
of the want of new kook% occasioned by the 
ignorance and obstinacy of the Dublin bookseU 
Irrs, As to Dn Pooock's comidainls agmnst 
Isaac yo$8iu«, aod his abettors, ^' I am very 
'^ much grieved," replies Dr. Marsh, ^* at what 
^^ you say concerning some mens design to inva- 
^^ iidale the authority of the Hebrew text, and 
*^ theiel^ of all the Old Testament And cer« 
^^ tainly, it would not be haid to make them aen« 
^' stble of their error (if not ^norance thereiD) 
*^ and retract : but such a work wfll never be 
'^ undertaken by any man of ordinary modesty, 
'^ whilst you live, if you do it not yourself : and 
^' certainly, were it not for tiie other wprk, 
'^ wherein you are engaged, you would find it a 
** hard matter to resist all the importunity that 
'^ would be made use of to that purpose." After 
this, he proposes a Critical Exposition of his own 
upon James v. ISL desiring our Author's opinion 
about it: he also puts a querie to him, what might 

be 
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be the ground of the Rabbins (Ben Gerson espe« 
ciaUy) supposing Phinehas to be Elias. 

On the t9tb of this same montb, Dr. Marsh 
writes again to our Professor, chiefly on the same 
subject, but more largely than in the former : 
and as I trust the reader will not be displeased 
to have the sedate thoughts ^of so great a man^ 
on a subject of great importance, I will lay tho 
whole of H here before him. 

'^ I find, Dr. Vossius's last, as welt as farmer 
'^boolcSy have not done much good (I wish -they 
^^ have not doqe the contrary) here: we have not 
*\ many that can judge of the original ; but I faop^ 
" to breed up good store that, way, since we have 
*^ an Hebrew Professor's place lately settled qt( 
'^ the College, to which Lecture I make all the 
^' Badielors of Arts attend, and be examined 
*■ thrice every week, and they are likewise to be 
" publicly examined in Hebrew, before they can 
" take their degree of Master in Arts, which T 
V sometimes do myself. I say, I think, we have 
^^ not many in the whole kingdom, piat can judge 
** of the original Hebrew; and therefore, what-' 
^* soever Dr. Vossius says^ because his name i^' 
'^ Vossius, ip^e dixity is enough to make it be-* 
'^ lieved ; which seems to me the more insuffer^' 
^[ able, because they cannot, or else will not make 
^\ any distinction between Gerard and Isaac Vos;!* 
^^ sius, nor consider wiiich way a man's talent lies,- 

^'aqcl 
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^ and wheti^r be depja jn.a a^^jeot which be can 

'^^ master, oria one that ^astefsbipi:; if they wouU 

^* do but thu& mucb^ I believe, ^|e dSr^i/^* would 

^' quickly stand % nothing, and that Isaac wpuM 

*^ not long pride himself ivith the j^lum^s, wl)ereh 

.'^ with Gerard's, faoie has adorned him. Sir, J 

'^ ipake the sanie : wishes and prayer^ with yoi^ 

/'and have the self-sanpe hope, Xh^% God wUi 

^' raise up sqme able man tq.^j^i^^te (I jppay 

^' say) bis own oaiuse: h^t I mfj^t add, that s^ 

*! mens eyeis w*^:fi3|ed upqn you ;. and; I dare saj^ 

."none will h^e the c^lidence^ to think of pyttis^g 

/' p^nto paper on such a desigp^ whilst you Uve^T 

To both , these letters, the. f!rof(^ssor ma,dif 

^answer, tbefii^st of the fblloM^ing September, hav« 

ing tbjen just returned to. Oxfqrd,; after an.^b<* 

ao^ce of sqg^e: weeks, at his , ^on4n-law I^esX 

hk Surrey^ -TJp Df. Marsh,^ ]§^bip)cal Queries 

fae replies v^^pfwrjicularly ; .bi^^.^s to his Expo* 

sition of Jan^s,yi. 12^ he 9mykaays,.that it seems 

very ioge^iqii^i ,bu^ thatiie flare not. interpose his 

judgment concerning it- He greatly approve^ 

both in thi^iand :h^ next . letter, o£Dr. Maif«h> 

designs . for, . Rrpm9t^ng relii^qn and leftrpinjj ia 

Jrcjand ; but, takes aot.th^lea?^^ notic^ in^ either^ 

of bis intimatiop„jthat the i^odi exppcted frpaj 

himwAnswei?tp,Yossius.4^, Sit^yW'^* V^^^S^ ^ 

mt^lided, aaja. ta(jit ej^cuse. ^-om.that iservic& 

what,.hfe,saY3 of the.^ow BOfficejSS he. made m 

, ,^ commenting 
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commenting <Mi liostlB, <ming to what be calTs 
the hzinem of his ftge^ and otiier hiahilities. 

On the S4eh of Bfay, }6»1, Mn Huntington, 
^01 Aleppo, acqnainti Dr. Poeock, that he had 
keen in Egypt, tvhere he had in vain searthed 
after Rabbi TanchumV pfec«$« Abu* Wali^s ik^ 
ticmafy be had met tviA, under bi$^ oi#n band, as 
waa pretended, which was trandcriblng ;• stt^d^o 
a» hook of the Karaim J^ws, which he hoped tb 
receive fitMxi €iaiiro^ It i^Mfidi^ seeeh, tiiat our 
Stofetsor, nr his last letter to' Mr. Jiuticaigtoif^ 
had given an actonnt to him of VosMis de S3* 
hyfSs ; concerning wliidi^ hi the' cMckfsiont of 
(he fetter before us, he answers thas : 

^ I have hot seen Vosisios' de SibyA& ;< btff to 
** decry t^ Hebrew teit hm feng beetf feib da- 
* sigia and pretdScO: and il is a gMM^wMe^steee 
^ Hakius^ and Borne imve ukat notfeo <tf ie; 
**- but I am no judgs of tiie contrnversy". Whiift 
^ men speak and fi^t too not ftr truth, buf tie^ 
^tory, we may well expect heteitidd^ nfkiSBm 
^ atsd seditious aclSons.'' 

After what has becte said of Dr. FbcodifsMfld 
his Mendk ind%natfon i^gaibttfe^abovi^ettfiMfMl 
piece of Isaac Vossius, and* t^- eipectttioa^ of 
mankind', that the Professor; behigtfte first maM 
ih the worid for knowledge^ in these tiMtteM^ 
would appear an ad^ocat^ for the Kfebvenr Tbti^ 
against the (SMf^nt sssault^ of that writer^ it 

may 



may seem wonderfel, that lie neiAer undertook 
the service, nor excused himself to his friends, 
who modestly incited him Uiereto, but at the same 
time earnestly wished to see him engaged ia the 
controversy: but for hit conduct in both these re* 
spectSy many reasons mi^ be ass^pied. As to hit 
not entering avowedly iMa diis dispate, his na<» 
tural aversion to polemic writing had there beeir 
no etiier hindrance^ would alone account for it : 
and when to tiiia we adid his great age, (being then 
not more tiian three year? short of eighty) it vnSk 
hardly be deemed a wonder, that he, who in his 
youft and vigour had always avoided cmitroversy, 
should not cimse to begin such troublesome work 
in^^hB eld age; His close attention to the Gom« 
mentary on Hosea. might be urged, as a third im- 
pediment to an engagement of this Idnd : he had' 
then but half fbBbed ifiat design, and his time of 
life- admonished him to avoid every interruption* 
thereto. What he had hitherto done in it cost' 
him three or four years; and the usual course of 
natute ftirbad him te hope for moie than so^ man^ 
tecome: common prudbno^ therefore, would re* 
stndn a man, und^ all tbese cmnimstances, frottk- 
di^essii^ into new emplbyment Besides this^ T 
am of opmion, that if none of these reaisons had' 
stood in Dt. Pocock^s way, there were discou* 
ragements arismg from the person; he must have- 
opposed, and the nature of the cause he was to^ 

defendi 



deiisnd, which wo^ld b^ve '• deterred him fyom: 
b^og directly concerned tbereia.. Isaac Yosdlus^ 
though very le^rped in. his; way, was a' man of 
string passioi^/ and not 4>v^r-fmtient of contra-** 
dictipn. pouldji tl^erefpre^tDr. Pocock haye pre-^ 
lulled on him^elf tp ,d^)ate publicly a poi»t of 
gteat importaDOe, bo^h to religion and learning, 
with a cool and candid Adversary, be knew himslf 
too vjr^ll tp.eqtejr the lists, on any occasion^ against 
one of a different idispojBition* Besides, the warmtU 
amicl honesty : of bis grateful mind v^ouid at any 
t^rne h<£ye made him loth to put on the unfriendly 
appea.rance of a declared advensary to the sc^ of . 
bis old and infinitely esteemed patron, O^^il- 
Yossips ; for whose sake he preserved a great re-; 
gfird ,to his son lis;aac, though greatly disapprov-- 
ingm^ny of his sentiments : insomuch, f;l^t whea* 
Dr. Pocock's eldqst son ^visited Leyden; ha bad -r 
!^s father's express commands to wait on Pr« Vq^ 
siusKther^ as w^ havi^: it under his own ha^d, .io; 
a letter to Mr,. Smith. Lastly, ihQ. controversy* 
i^^lf^. t^QVlgh the prejudices apd passiojis.of meo^ 
on . t^oth .sides> becama of so (m9a)i? .a . nature^ 
t^t. it .was difficult even for. a, mm of J[udgi^at 
jiyid teipper to enter into it, without.. displeasix^ 
all paities.. On the one hand,^ the mcir of Vos* 
sius's sentiments could be satisfied' with nothiae 
short of giving up the Hebrew text, as. corrupt^ . 
^ j^eljtiag up the Septua^int Translation as. the.. 
ryi.^'b only 
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only pure Canon of the Old Testament Scripture ; 
whicby it appears, Dr. Pocock could by no means 
approve of, having declared against it, as an by« 
potbesis, tbat would destroy tbe certainty of the 
Jewisb Scriptures. On tbe other band, the parti- 
sans for tbe Hebrew Verity were not to be satis«> 
fied with a defence of tbe Hebrew Text, in a rea- 
sonable sort, as to all its essentials : to please 
them^even the accents in the Masoretick Text must 
be insisted on^ as of Divine appointment^ and 
coeval with the text itself ; M^lst the Gcedc of 
the XXX was to have no mercy nor qaarter, but 
to be deemed a translation ori^nally bad, aad^ 
by frequent transcriUng, beconde so corrapted, as 
to be pf no certainty nor use. Birt our Author was 
not disposed to give into eteber of these points ; 
he rightly judged it, therefore, most expedient not 
dkectly to engage in a dispute^ wherein, after ia« 
finite disquiet to himself, he found no way to 
please either side ; and yet, as we shall find anoD^ 
be took a course to apprize tlie world of his sen- 
timents in the main parts of this controversy, and 
to cunwvince Voesius and bis adherents, if they 
were not hardened against all conviction, that tbe 
IJefarew Teoct was fairly defensible, and not at so 
so gr^t a di£rt;ance from their favourite Greek 
translation, as they were wont to imagine. In 
order thereto, in his Commentaries on Hosea and 
Joel, he entered more largely and more frequently 
rox. u Y into 
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ipto the discussion of the seeming differences be- 
toveen the Hebrew Text and the Septuagint Tfans* 
lation, than he had done in his two former Com- 
mentbries, reconciling them, without prejudice 
dane*to either. Happy had it been for the truth, 
if: others, who opposed the extravagancies of Vos- 
siHS; had observed the same decorum and judg- 
ment with our Author; if, like him, they had de-' 
&nded the Masoretick Text, without giving up the 
LXX Version: particularly Father Simon*, who, 
whether from secret scepticism, or a design of 
reducing us to. a necessity of admitting the autho- 
rity of his Church, as the basis of revealed re- 
ligionj niade free with all the originals of the Bible 
in their turn, the authorized Latin Version not' 
excepted, and opposed the translation of the 
Seventy, without defending the Hebrew Text from 
any other, save wilful corruption. Among others} 
' \!?ho have given our Professor his just praises, for 
qwciliating the Hebrew and the Septuagint, in 
his Pprta Mosis and his Commentaries, I must 
have leave to make particular mention of the very 
learned Dr. Lee, in his admirable Prolegomena, 
to that tome of Dr. Grabe's Septuagint, which 
contains the Historical Books, chapter the first. 
There, proceeding upon the moderate sentiments, 
of Bishop Walton, Bishop Pearson, and Dr. Po- 

• In the Critical Hiftory oPthe Old Teftamtot. 

cocky. 
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cocky he has laid down rules, by the due obser- 
vance of which, ' all controversies between the 
zealots for Hebrew verity, on the one hand, and ' 
the Septuagint Version on the other, may be hap* 
pily extinguished, and those sacred treasures may 
be rendered each beneficial to the other, and to 
the cause of Christianity in general. ^ 

In July this year, 1681, Dn Pocock, in a let- 
ter to Dn Marsh, acknowledges the receipt of 
his Letter and Book of Logic, then published by" 
him, continuing to complain of the slow progress 
of his Commentary on Hosea, and of its prolix* 
ity, neither of which, as things stood with him, 
would admit of a remedy. 

In October following, Andreas Amoldus, a 
German^ then in London, writes to our Profes- 
sor a particular account of a work printed at 
Vienna, the year before, by Francis a Mesgnien 
Meninski, Knight of the Holy Sepulchre at Je- 
^ rusalem, Coutisellor, and first Interpreter to hid 
Imperial Majesty : it was partly a Lexicon of the 
Turkish, Arabic, and Persic Languages, and 
partly Grammars to all those tongues* . 

The next year Mr. Huntington returned from 
AleppOi and gave Dr. Pocock the good news of 
his safe arrival at Paris, in a letter dated thence, 
June the 27th, where he had the pleasure to meet 
two old friends, Sir Richard Graham, then 
4:reated Lord Preston^ and Ambassador at the 

T ja Frtnch 
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French Court from the Kiog of £nglaii<f) tndf 
Mr. Wigan, his Lordsbtp'd Cbaplaini a very 
good, as well as k viery learned man. He re-' 
counts^ with a truly Christian concern, the per- 
secution then begun against the Protestants of 
that country, and adds, that he foresaw some un-» 
toward resolutions would be taken about them, 
from an agreement made amoug the Bishops, to 
summon all tiie Mbiisters in their several Diio- 
ceses, arid exact an account of them, for their 
refusing the Catholic assemblies; though by se« 
verdl edicts they have been exempted from all 
episcopal visitations and jurisdictibn. 

In this same month Dr. George Hooper, 
formerly mentioned, wrote to the Professor on 
the foUbwing occasion : he had formed some learn-* 
ed and curious conjectures concerning the blessing 
of the Patriarchs, in the 49th chapter of Genesis; 
wherein chiefly, by the help of the Arabic tongue^ 
he discovered the blessing bestowed on each Pa- 
triarch, to be couched in his name ; desirous he 
was to have Dr, Pocock's judgmedt on his t)cr- 
formance, which, according to his usual modesty, 
he himself held in small esteem : nor did he pre*- 
vail on himself to have it published, till a littlfe 
before his death, which happened in the y^ur 
1727, forty-five years after the date erf" tiiis fetter j 
theii he put it into the habds of the revereikl and 
learned Mr. Huiil^ now the wortby Pfdfessor of 

Arabia 
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Arabic in the University of Oxford^ who, accord- 
ing to the Bishop s directions, printed it with a 
Preface and Notes, collected out of the Arabic 
Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library^ The whole 
impression consisted but of 100 copies, designed 
chiefly for friends, and the expepce of it was de- 
frayed by Mrs. Prowse, the Bishop's daughter. 
I shall only add, that, in this letter. Dr. Hooper 
owns the Professor's favour to him, whilst he 
was learning the Arabic tongue, and modestly 
takes shame to himself, for not having made a 
suitable proficiency therein : a particular, which 
strengthens the probability of my former conjec- 
ture, that this was the anonymous young man 
whom Bishop Morley recommended to Dr. Po- 
cock's direction, ^ in the study of the Oriental 
languages. 

Dr. Loftus, of Ireland, wrote to our Profes- 
sor, April 19, 1683, acquainting him, that be 
had lately met with a pan^Tical oration upon 
Abul-Pfaaraji (whose History of the Dynasties 
Dr. Pocock had published twenty years before) 
written by Dioscorus, Bishop of Gacarto, and a 
contemporary of his, which clears faim from the 
imputation of apostacy ; that in this pane^ric 
was recited a catalpgue of AbuUPbaraji's works, 
which he sends inclosed. He adds, that he was 
DOW translating this panegyric, with an intent to 

publish it. 

In 



326 THE LIFE OF 

In the month following, Mr. Strype (since well 
known to the world, by having written the Lives 
of the four first Protestant Archbishops, and the 
Annals of the twelve first years of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign) acquaints Dr, Pocock by letter, with 
the design of reprinting Dr. Lightfoot's English 
.Works in one volume, in folio ; and that they 
waited only for some manuscript pieces and let- 
ters of his, which were to be joined therewith, 
beseeching him, if any such were in bis hands^ to 
communicate them to him* 

About this time Dr« Huntington, through the 
recpmmeadation of Bishop Fell to the Duke of 
Ormond, was preferred to the Provostship of 
Dublin'CoUege, which was become vacant by Dr. 
Marsh's promotion to the See of Leigblin and 
Ferns : and from thenc6, on the £9th of May, in 
the next year, be answered a letter of Dr. Po- 
cock's, dated the 1 Sth of the foregoing February. 
; He informs his old and dear friend, that P. Aga- 
thangelo, his correspondent at Bassora, had pur- 
chased for him, the two Books of the Sabians or 
, MeqdpBans ; one of which, according to the fabu- 
/lous tradition of that country, was given by God 
to Adam; the other, to John the son of Zecha« 
. riah ? that there was a third paid for, but not yet 
received, which was given to the Angels 33,000 
years before the creation of Adam. " But,'' 
adds Dr. Huntington, *^ to what purpose am I 

" at 
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^^ at all this expence^ if none of you wHl make 
" out the language ? Therefore, pray, Doctor^ 

think of it once again; for I will send Dr. 

Piqqes's papers to you once more, because I 
^* know not a likelier (Edipus to unriddle this 
*' Sphinx.'** This Dr. Piques was a learned Sor- 
bonist, who, the year before, had wrote a long 
letter to Dr. Huntington upon the subject of the 
Sabian or Mendaean language, and bis conjeq^ure^ 
about it *• 

January 

* In two of F. Agatbangelo's Letters to Dr. Huntington, 
we have the following account of these Sahians or Mends- 
ans: That they unjustly assume to themselves the name of 
Christian, deserving rather to be esteemed a tribe of uncir. 
cumcised Jews : that if ever the equivocal denoraitiation of 
Christian belonged to them, on the account of some Chris* 
lian Symbols and Observances, * they are now degenerated 
from all appearance of Christianity. Their pri/icipal books 
are three : the first they call Sahaf Adam, which our first 
Father Adam, according to them, received immediately 
from God ; the second, Sahaf Hieahie, i. e. the son of Ze- 
chariah, which he received of God ; th« third they call Di« 
▼an, which exceeds the others much in bulky but is equally 
esteemed by the sect. They are jealous of these books get* 
ting into other hands, and, though extremely covetous, ai:e 
hardly prevailed on to have them transcribed, or to part 
with them for money, unless driven thereto by the, most pres- ^ 
sing want. They have too written Grammar, and their Pres- 
byters teach the knowledge of these books by word of moutU 
only : their idiom differs not much from the Hebrew and tlje 

Syriac. 
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JttDVUury the 3d, of tbii^ same year. Dr. John 
Moore, tbep Chaplain to Lord Chancellor Not* 
tiDgbam, i|dd afterwards successively Bishop of 
Norwich and Ely, desired, by letter, of Dr. Po 
eock, the resolution of a question (which, he says, 
he must hope for from him, or from nobody), 
int* Whether there be more evidence, than thp 
ttffirmatioD of the Arabian in Dr. Wallis's Aritb- 
metiip, by Dr. Pocock translated, that the £gyp* 
tian (Eba, which is believed to be the Epha, was 
the sixth part of the Egyptian Ardob, which was 
the cube of their cubit ? 

t>T. Loftus, of Dublin, in September, 1685, 
having compared the variations of Dr. Huntings 
don^s Syriac Abul Pharaji from Dr. Pocock's 
Arabic, gave hita some particulars of them, in a 
letti^, and at the same time acquaints him, that 
he had lately met with .that Arabic writer's £c- 
desiastical History, which he had translated, and 
put to the press in Dublin. 

This year also was made public Dr. Pocock's 

lurge and laborious commentary on the Prophecy 

' of Hosea, which be dedicated to hb old frieod 

Bbhop Fell, being, as he tells him in the Epistle 

[Dedicatory, first committed to the press by bis 

Syriac. Tlie remains of this Sect are found at or near Bas« 
ibraj a populous and trading port, at the mouth of the Eu- 
phrates, in the iPersjan Qulph. See Huntingdon's £p« p« 

liOrdship's 
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lordship's encouragement He prefixed likewise 
a Preface to this Commentary^ the chief design 
whereof was to account for and excuse the ex«» 
traordinary length of it : certain it is^ that no one 
thing contributed so much to swell the wwk, as 
the defence therein made, for the purity of the 
Hebrew text» fig^inst the objections raised from 
the disagreement of the Greek or Septua^nt, tbf 
vulgar Lflduy and the Chaldee Paraphrase, therdr 
with* He had in the former Commentaries, as 
well as in this on Hosea, left no particular pas^ 
sage unexplained ; he had taken in every help for 
literal exposition from Jewish and Christian Com- 
nientators and Grammarians; he had quoted 
translations, as well ancient as modern ; but be 
had not therein so frequently, and with such set 
purpose, considered the differraces between the 
Chaldee, the vulgar I^atin, and m<»*e especially 
between the Septuagint and the Hebrew text 

The late repeated attempts of Isaac Vossius to 

It 

depreciate, or rather to decry that venerable ori- 
ginal, as well as those of Capellus, now made it 
pecessary to be large and special in guarding the 
M asoretick Text from the charge of various read- 
ings, which those learned men were ready and 
^ad to suggest, upon every seeming difference 
between it and tiie ancient Translations and Para- 
phrases. Some may think our Author went too 
£ftr, in supposing, that the Hebrew text was al- 
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ways, and in every particular, read as it is at pre- 
sent ; but if he erred in this, he certainly erred 
en the right side, it being safer to suppose the 
original Hebrew utterly uncorrupt, than to call 
its piuity in question so oft as Capellus and Vos^ 
sius did. Besides, the obstinacy and unreason- 
aUeness of gainsayers often drive even wise and 
good men into too great lengths of opposition, 
and the ill use that is made of just concessions^ 
when we have to do with contentious adversaries, 
flakes it seem advisable to forbear them> and to 
put the proof of some things upon them, which 
we should never dispute with more candid and 
better-minded opponents. To this we may add, 
that the knowledge of Biblical Hebrew being that 
part of literature, in which Dr. Pocock chiefly 
excelled, and in which he most delighted> it is the 
less to be wondered at, if he was prejudiced in 
favour of it, especially, considering likewise, that 
Hebrew verity was the prevailing opinion of the 
times in which he was educated, and was tbett 
' thought by most Protestants, essential to the in-* 
terests of the Reformation. But after all, per- 
haps he needs no apology in this respect. The 
great success of his attempts to reconcile the He- 
brew and the Septuagint Version, without recourse 
to tlie supposition of various readings in the ori- 
ginal text, manifest in the Notes on the Porta 
Mosis, and his Commentaries, especially the two 

last, 
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last, would make one hope, that no seemiug dif* 
ferenee between those venerable books would 
have been too bard for him and bis conciliatory 
scheme, bad he been at leisure to pursue it through 
the whole Old Testament. 

It has been matter of great pleasure to me, and, 
I doubt not, to others also, to observe, that Dr. 
Pocock's zeal for the purity of the present He*- 
brew Text, even when most stirred by the intem- 
perate opposition of Isaac Vossius, never pro*- 
yoked him to depreciate the Septuagint, to which 
that learned man showed so- violent a partiality. 
He well knew the regard that was on many acr 
counts due to that famous Version : its great 
antiquity, and the nearness of its authors to the 
times when Hebrew was a living language, should^ 
at least, screen it from hasty and contemptuous 
censure. But above all, the use made of it in the 
Scriptures of the New Testament, and the firat 
ages of the Church, ought to make every learned 
'Christian treat it with decency, if not with reve- 
rence. Had it been originally so vicious a trans- 
lation, as some writers, even in cool blood, havie 
delighted to call it, how came it to pass, that 
the Apostles and Evangelists so often argue for 
the connection of the Gospel with the Old Tes- 
tament, as it stands in the Septuagint Version* 
Jerome's salvo, that the Version of the LXX, with 
all its faults, was therefore used, because it was al- 
ready 
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ready in the hands of the Hellenistic Jews> thoagft 
it has been a thousand times urged in disputes 
of this kind, is far from satisfying this important 
query : for St. Matthew, in his Gospel, without 
regard to the circumstances of the Hellenists, oft 
makes a Greek Translation of his own, and so^ 
doubtless,, would all the other sacred penmen have 
done, if the Greek of the LXX had been so cor- 
rupt as some pretend. How easy had it been, 
when the gift of tongues was so common in the 
Church, for one or more inspired persons to /have 
drawn up a new Verson for the use of such as did 
Bot understand the original language of the Old 
Testament, which was the case of the generality 
of Christians, both in the Apostolical and sue* 
ceeding ages, and not to have left an important 
|>art of the Scripture Canon to them in so bad a 
condition, as the Greek of the LXX is by some 
represented to be. They had little to fear from 
the fondness of the Hellenist Jews, for their ac- 
customed Version, it being absurd to suppose, 
that the same authority which reconciled them to 
the abrogation of the law, would be insufficient 
to recommend a new Version of it. In a word, 
Ihe seeming differences between the Hebrew Text 
and the Translation we are speaking of,, are scarce 
wider any where, than in some passages cited 
thence in the New Testament : which should in- 
cline us^ to be sparing of our censures, on ac- 
count 
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count of such variations^ and to think tlie LXX, 
at least in graeral^ a sound and useful Version. 
For these and such like reasons, Dr. Pocock la- 
boutied, in his two latter Commentaries, to recon- 
cile the Hebrew Text with that anciently-received 
Translation^ as the most effectual means to vindi- 
cate the purity of the former, and to remove the 
dangerous prejudices, that too many had enter- 
tained against the latter. The principles on which 
he proceeded in this attempt, were of incontestible 
truth in themselves, and applied by him with great 
learning and Judgment ; and they were chiefly 
diese three : First, That the present LXX Trans- 
lation is in many places corrupted : Sdly, That 
the Authors of that Version did not always de- 
sigti it to be literal : 3dly, That they often followed 
such acceptetions of Hebrew words as are now no 
lodger known, and are irretrievable, without the 
help of the Arabic and Syriac tongues, between 
which and the Hebrew there is a manifest affinity; 
Happy would it have been for the Christian and 
learned world, if Di*. Pocock had been at leisure 
to execute this conciliatory scheme on the other 
parts of the Gld Testament. Scarce any ope ever 
was, or perhaps ever will be, so completely qua- 
lified for the wiork as he was : but whosoever shall 
undertake, and in good measuTc succeed therein, 
will deserve the thaink^ and blessings of all sober 
and intelligent men. . 

But 
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But to return from this long digression t ncr 
sooner was our Author's Commentary on Hosea 
seen by his friends, but he received their most 
ample thanks and encomiums. Two Letters 
more especially, from Ireland, were filled with 
commendations of the performance ; the first 
came from Dr. Huntingdon, who, after acquaint-' 
ing Dr. Pocock, that he had rec^ved his learned 
Commentary on Hosea, and delivered presents of 
the same to the Bishop of Ferns and Leighlin, and 
Dr. Loftus, writes thus : " Each man speaks for 
** himself^ but none of us so much as it deserves; 
no, not the Doctor himself, [Dr. Loftus] though 
he should employ, all his tongues (and 1 think 
'/ they talk of twenty) in its commendation^'' In 
a Postscript to his Letter, Dr, Huntingdon writes 
thus: *^ I hear nothing of ycwar son's Arabic His* 
** tory, which you once told m§ he had put into 
^ the press, with his Version of the same. If it 
•* be confined there, let me know what will bring 

r 

** it forth into the open air, and you shall have 
^* the money, as soon as you let me know the 
"sum." This performance of Mr..Edv?ard Po- 
cock, our Author's eldest son, was unfinished at 
the press, when his father died ; and was with- 
drawn thence by him, some little time after, upon 
a disgust at his being disappointed of succeeding 
bis father in the Hebrew Professorship : the copy^ 
as much of it as was then printed^ and the Ma- 
nuscript 
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nuscript History, is now in the hands of Mr. Po<- 
cock's son, tfae present Rector of Minall, in Wilt- 
siiire. Dr. Loftus in fuller terms expresses iiis 
gratitude for the present of what he calls Dn 
Pocock's most learned land elaborate Commentary 
en the difficult Prophecy of Hosea; he adds as 
follows : " Never did criticism more triumph In 
*^ its grandeur and utility, than in your Expo- 
" sition of that Prophecy, which you handle in 
^' so adcujrate a manner, as to avoid the pro- 
'' verbial censure on vulgar commentators, who,. 
" when they come to an hard place, skip it over, 
or by too largely handling the text, become te- 
dious : whereas you, omitting nothing that is 
'^ requisite, nor enlarging upon any thing so as 
'^ to be burdensome, are not to be taxed with ei- 
" ther of the extremes: for there seems to be no» 
^' thing in that Proj^ecy which you do not |iv» 
** very good account of, nor is there any tiling in 
*^ the account you give of it, but what is excel- 
'* lently profitable, and no way tedious; for after 
^ your examination of all various opinions touch-- 
" ing each part of that Prophecy, you conclude 
" with your own, in a perfect certainty, or in the 
'^ greatest probability, seldom omitting a recital 
'^ of the opinions of other great authors, or your 
^'judgment of" them^ to the plenary satisfiaction 
" of all those who are masters in criticism/' 1 
have transcribed thus tnuch from Br. Loftus, to 

let 
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let the world see, what so great a master of tati» 
guages and sacred philology thought of the Com** 
mentary of Hosea, and how little room there is fot 
the (censure, which some have passed on it, that 
<the Author seldom gives us his own judgnoien^ 
after reciting the various opinions of other exposi^ 
tors I whereas^ I thinks I may safely pronounce^ 
that to one instance of this kind, throughout his 
Commentary, there are twenty of the contrary^ 
viz. in which he either absolutely gives his own 
judgment, or at least manifestly inclines to one 
exposition or interpretation, rather than another. 

In June of the following year, Mr. Samuel 
Thomas, from Chard, writes his thanks to Dr. 
Pocock for his present of the Commentary on 
Hosea, and at the same time proposes a new tran* 
slation of Jer. xxiii. 6, the f;^mous passage ovi 
which the notion of imputed righteousness, is 
chiefly founded by those, who espouse it: instead 
of his name shall be called the Lord our Righte-* 
ousness, Mr. Thomas would have it rendered. 
And this is the name, which the Lord shall call 
him, our Righteousness : for which change he 
there also gives his reason. 

From this time forward. Dr. Pocock's corres- 
pondence grew more contracted, which was owing 
to several causes ; on^e and the principal was, that ' 
iJvriting became exceeding troublesome to him, 
.through a palsy in his hand, which drinking of 

cofie^ 
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to^, to ivhich be had U9ed himself ever tsinde his 
|:^»ideiicQ in the £a6t» first brought upon him, dbd 
which increased, as he advstnced more in yeai^: 
this made his friends sparing in their letters, be^ 
cause they knew his civility was such, as would 
not suffer him to be behind hand with his learned 
correspondents) whatever pain or trouble it cost 
bim to ans^wer their queries; Anoth^ cause wa5, 
the troubles which soon folbwed in Ireland, the 
huiry of the revolution at home, with the war that 
bi:ak§ out abroad in consequence of it; all which 
brought on an interjiuptionof correspondence be*- 
tween Dr. Pocock and his friends in Ireland, and 
in foreign parts. Some letters however passed^ 
between the present time, and that of our autbor^s 
death, the most considerable of which are as fol* 
lows. 

In the year 1 687, Dr. Pocock wrote to his old 
friend the Provost of Dublin, Dr. Huntington, 
and from this letter it appears, that he bad begun 
hift comment on Joel, and that he then enjoyed a 
good measure of health. 

In the following January, 1687-8, Dr. Whitby, 
then engaged in the Popish controversy, consulted 
the Professor upon the priests and judges spoken 
of in Deuteronomy, chap. xvii. who were to de* 
termine hard controversies, and to whose judg* 
ment the people were to stand under pain of 

VOL. I, Z death, 
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death, potting several questions to bim therecipoil ; 
all which were learnedly answered by our author. 

In April the same year, John Betts, of lime* 
street in London, desired of Dr. Poeock the solu-* 
tion of a diffieulty from Avenxor, as be is cited by 
Shenkius, in his Collections de Febribus* 

From this time to the 14th itf October, 1^99, 
we sea no traces of that correspondence^ which 
had now for 60 years been held between our au« 
thor and his learned frlemk, both at home and 
Abroad ; and the last we have of this sort was one 
of the date above-mentioned, finom Dr. Dudley 
LoftcQ, of Dublin. In this letter^ that learned 
and noble person, on occasbn of Sixtus Senensis^ 
saying in hb BibUotbeaiy that the whole hst 
chapter of St. Mark was aa addition to the Gos^ 
pel, shows how the Armenian copy concluded that 
Gospel, which took in the last chapter to the end 
of the 8th verse, and he affirms, that by the besC 
search he ccmld make, no more of that chapt^ wa9 
ever wanting in any copy, than froo^ the 8th verse 
exclusive. He further acquaints our author, how 
he had spout bis time, during their late troubles iu 
Ireland, viz. in translating eight Syriac Liturgies, 
each of which they call Anaphora, into la/tin* He 
adds^ tlmt he had also translated the ^thiopie U* 
turgyinto Latin, tiiougb already tranriated by a 
Romanist^ that be mi^it^ shew what abominable 

falsillea 
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ftlMtiei^ tibOse of that r^Ugiion endeavour to itn^ 
pose updn'tlm ignorant world : besides these, h^ 
had translated the ancient foiin of player, trsM in 
file primitive Church, for the ctnre of disease;^ J 
i9hichy though printed at Rome, in the tkkie of 
Pope Paul the Tliird, had ftot hftherto beea trte^ 
iAMed. All these he intended to print shoiftly^ 
irttb an elucidary upon them. 
• Much about the same timfe, if I conjecture 
*Jg^t, Eiisebius Retiaudot entertaitied a design riot 
much unlike tbi^, which some yedrs after he exe*' 
CUted, of publishing a collection of all the^ Oriental' 
Liturgiei9, as also a distinct work, De Fide, Mo- 
liftub et Institutis Orientalium Christianorum : of 
ttlis intention of his, Renaudot informed Dn Po^ 
cock, in a letter to him without a date, but as^ ap«^ 
pfitor^ from some circumstances in it, not loi^g be- 
fme hid death. Iil this epistle the writer professes 
ai very high esteem for our autiior, desires the li-- 
berty of dousulfirig hinr in fill the doubts, tha* 
flft^iridl oeeur iri preparing the works above-men-* 
tiue#, arid protiHses, in return for this favour, ta 
liMke a public acknowledgment of it, and to pre- 
96t90 a perpetual memory of the obligation. It is 
bi^ly prdt^abk, that death prevented Dn Pocock 
&Mi (^iug afifjr asRiisfaMee to Renaudot in fSkeM 
designs ; but I am sorry to say, thut the treats 
mma HlMt klarned persoit has giv^n td t^e me- 
amyi of our anrtbor Ikm wttb^ik WMis/tMi^i^ 

zi the 
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the expressions of respect for him, Avith which this 
letter abounds* For \Yben bjs came tq publish. his 
PoUection of Eastern Liturgies^ forgetting his. own 
professions, , and the duty of a . gentteoiany a 
sqholar, and, above, all, of a Christian, he goe^ 
out of his way, in the end of bis preface^ to re^ 
proach him with; a mistake, wthicb, perhaps, w^^^ 
the only one which could be fa^tf^ned upon.bU 
writings, though Renaudpt^ as ^bove^mentioped^ 
hafl,. without good grouqds, cfa[arged him witK 
another; but the . Abbot's ;?pa), against the Proi 
tpst^nts got the t^ettjer of his candour, an4 though, 
he could treat the learned amongst, them witbcin 
vility in a private way, it was not,; as it shoul4: 
seem, adviseable to observe such measures with 
them in the eye of the world. 

The next year, I691, Dr. Pocock published bis 
Commentary on the Prophecy of Joel, to which, 
besides the Dedication lo the then Bishop of 
Exeter, Sir Jonathan Ti;elawney, he prefixed a 
Preface, the chief design of which was, to give aa. 

« 

account of the draught or scheme of the area of, 
the Teiinple, cmd the different parts thereof, which, 
he had procured to be engraven, and which im*- 
ii^ediately follows the Preface : it was taken from 
£^n ancient MS. pf Maimonides, as, old as that. 
Babbi's own times. 

The method of this Commentary being the saaae . 
with that on Uoseai I have 00 occasion to specie 

particularly 
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particularly to it. One thing more it may be 
proper to obserye^ that though the chief intention 
of our author, in these Commentaries, was to as- 
sert the purity of the Hebrew text, and the just- 
ness of our authorized English translation, yet Be 
%vas not inflexibly rigid in either of these points •. 
with respect to the former, though he seems in ge^ 
ner^l unwilling to admit that, at the time when 
the Seventy made their Version, there were va- 
rious readings in the Hebrew text, yet he some^ 
times allows it to be a probable, though not a ne- 
cessary supposition. And I am much mistakeni 
if the places referred to irj the notes* will not Jus- 
tify this assertion. As to the latter, the justness 
of our authorised English translation, liis good 
opinion of it, as representing the literal sense of 
the original text; does not always hinder him from 
owning, that better renditions might have been 
found. The references at the bottom will direct 
the reader to two places f, where such conces- 
sions are to be met .with ; and probably there are 
more, which have escaped my observation. 

* See CGmm. on Hosea, chap. x. 12, towards the end of 
the verse,, and on chap. xi. 7» the lattet part of the notes oa 
that verse. See also chap, xii. i, at the beginning, and 
chap, xii, 8, towards the conclusion of the notes upon that 
verse. 

f Ibid, chap.xiii, 11', and again ver* 13th of the same 
chapter.. . 

Whether 
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Whether Dr. Ppcbek intended ^ C^^nt^ltry 
on any other of the losser Prophet3, I iconnot 
learn ; but if he did, death prevented hioi, which 
happened on the 10th of Septeiuber in this year. 
A gradual decrea3e of strength and bodily vigour, 
for some time before, were sure indications of ^ 
dissolution ; but bis parts continued soi^ndj and 
his memory but little impaired, to thf; very laat« 
His only distemper was great old age, which hia«* 
diBred him not, even the night t^eforq he died, from 
praying with his faQ)ily, as bin custom bad alwftyfi 
been, in the excellent forms of our Church, 

Thus died this most pious, learned, ^nd vener* 
able man, when he wanted but two months of coiq- 
pleting the 87tb year of his age, aft^r having beep 
for many years confessedly the first person in ]E^ 
rope for Eastern learning, and not/ less remark^l^i^ 
for humanity and modesty, than for profoiindaeafi 
of erudition. How it came to pass, that medt B9i 
great and so conspicuous met with no higher rep 
wards, has already in part been accounted for. 
Dr. Pocock was a stranger to those arts, by whifib 
the ambitious wind themselves into the affections 
of princes and ministers of state, choosing no 
other way to be known to the world, but by being 
useful and exemplary in bis profession ; and it is 
seldom found, that merit and modesty are force4 
mt of tb^ir retirements iqtp dignities and distinc- 
tion. Indeed, the preferments he died poaaess^d 

«4 
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IP^ either fell to him by course of seniority, ot 
ivere procured for himi without his seeking, by 
the interest of friends ; nor was he otherwise in* 
f trumental in bis own advancement, than by der 
serving it. 

As to Dr. Pocock's person, he was of a middle 
Stature, or rather tall and slender; his hair Wasi 
inclining to black, so were his eyes ; he was of a 
fresh complexion^ had a lively and cheerful look, a 
sound and healthy constitution. 

In his ordinary conversation, he was free, open^ 
and affable, retaining, even to the last, the brisk- 
ness and facetiousness of youth: he was ex* 
tremely civil to all, who applied for directions in 
the study of those languages wherein he excelled, 
and his courteous reception of foreigners^ who in 
great numbers resorted to him, spread the fame o( 
his humanity, as well as learning, throughout £u« 
rope. His temper was naturally modest, humble, 
^mi sincere, abhorrent of every thing that had the 
appearance of hypocrisy and falsehood ; but with* 
out the least mixture of sourness or morostty, be^ 
jng very observant of all common duties of civi- 
lity, such as returning visits, answering letterS| 
and the like. 

As for his intellectual abilities and acquirementSi 
he was of a quick apprehension, great memory, 
and unwearied industry ; his skill in the science^ 
if we may believe his contemporaries, was not in* 

considerable^ 
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considerable, but his knowledge of languages waa 
vastly extensive, and in many of them was more 
accurate than any could boast of, who lived be^^ 
fere, . in, or since his time. He was profoundly 
skilled in the Hebrew, Arabic and Syriac tongues^ - 
was well acquainted with the Persic, Samaritan,- 
-Slthiopic, Coptic, and Turkish; besides which, 
he understood Italian, and something of Spanish. 
Iq Greek and Latin his friends say he was critic 
cally conversant, and his writings and lettei*s bear 
testimony to his abilities in both* His style, ia 
English, was clear and expressive, but was never 
cultivated, even from his youth ; whereas, in Latin 
he wrote not only with propriety and perspicuity, 
but also with a good degree of elegance ; the i^ea^- 
son of which diffference probably was, that he read 
but few English books in his youth, and wrote no- 
thing in that language for the public^ till be was 
i%K advanced in years. 

But the most meritorious part of this great 
man's character is still behind, that which cooif* 
cerns his moral and religious endowments ; and 
surely he was one of the most uniform and steady 
exemplars of Christian perfection^ tiiat has blessed 
these latter ages. 

All his words and actions carried in them a deep 
^nd .unfeigned sense of religion and true piety; 
God was the beginning and the end of his studies 
IMkI undert?Jcings ; to bi3 glory they were dia?- 

vot^d, 
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.woted^ jfnd professedly finished by bis help, as ap- 
'pears by expressions, sometimes iii Arabic and 
Hebrew, and at other times in English, which we 
Und not only in his printed works, but also in his 
aote-boolcs, and writings of any account. 

In the public duties of religion he was very 
punctual ; all the time he resided at Christ 
•Church, M hich was more than thirty years, he was 
seldom absent from Cathedral Prayers, oft fre^ 
quenting them, when he was not thou^t well 
eilough to go abroad upon any other occasion. > 

In hid pastoral capacity, so long as be resided 
instantly at Child ry, be shewed the greatest dili<> 
gence and faithfulness, preaching twice every 
XiOrd's Day, and catechizing likewise, when the 
length of days would permit him. Nor was he 
less exact in discharging the private duties of his 
function, such as visiting sick and ancient people, 
and the like; and during that part of his life ia, 
which his attendance upon his Professorship^^ and 
Canonical Residence called him to Oxford for the 
greatest part of the year, he took a most con- 
scientious care to supply his absence by an . able 
Curate, of whom he strictly required the same la- 
borious course of duty, and for his encourage*- 
ment, allowed him fifty, pounds per annum, besides 
^urplice fees, all which amounted to more than a 
Iburtb part of the then value of that rectory. 
^ As a member and 4 mbister of the Church of 

England, 
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£oglaqd| though vith all due chanty to fbo$9, 
who, on (be score of cooscieiie^ diaaeiited froov 
h&r, be steadily contbriued to her appoiatments^ 
highly revereeced aod approved every part of her 
coDstitutioo. In fubscribiog to her articles hie 
band and his heart went together, being an enemy 
to all prevarication, however coloured or palliated 
by subtle distinctions. He seemed from hia 
youth to have imbibed, among other eminmit Di* 
irines of those times, an qpinioa of the illegality of 
usury> or at least to have entertained scruples 
•bout its lawfulness ; but this appeared rather 
ti^om bis constant practice of lending money freely, 
Iban from any open avowal of his sentiments in 
that point : his friends could never get from him 
his reasons against usury, and tlie cause of his re- 
aervedness was^ that the thing being allowed by 
our laws, and not disapproved by the Churcl^ he 
would disturb neither by his private opfauoo. 
How many uncharitable disputes would be pre* 
vented, if every Christain was ^idued with thia 
laudable moderation ! But so long as it is &• 
^lionable to have no concern for the peace of tbe^ 
Chnrdi, nor reverence for authority, controversies 
about religion will increase till, widiout some gra^ 
dous interposition of Providence^ they eat out 
the vitals of it 

It would be endless to enumerate all the vir«i 
taei of Uiis excellent maUi or to be particular 

about 
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about the confttoncy and frfquomy of his devo^ 
votion^ with his family, and in bis clo^t; \m 
strict manner of observing public fast3» his undis* 
ambled grief at bearing God's name profanedi Cf 
tb^ Lord's Day unballowed, or the recital of any 
gross immorality : but above all^ his charity undw 
teach branch of it^ giving and forgiving, was so ex* 
^mplary, thM; a inore spedal mention must bf 
made of it 

The largeness of a family w|is» in his Judgment 
DO ^;^cu3e fpr scanty alms*giving ; but besides tbei 
poor, whom he daily relieved at his door, he gave 
to others quarterly allowances^ His cbaritaUci 
disposition was so notorious, and brought such 
numbers of necessitous objects to him, that Dean 
Felly himself a most munific^trt person, used com* 
plainingly to tell Dr. Pocock, that he drew all the 
poor of Oxford into the college. 

A nabl^ instance of bis readiness to forgive in- 
juries was his behaviour to those parishioners of 
his, who in the Usurpation had laboured to have 
Um ejected wd starved; for he treated them 
with his accustomed humanity, did thdr families 
particular kindnesses^ and to keep them as much 
fiOQCoaled as possible from the knowledge and ro*- 
aentment of his frieqds, would never mention any 
thing of the trouble they h«d given him ; but on 
tim other ba^i indu^triouidy secieted the papers 
oi thor d^sitiow agaiiist htm, m long as he 

lived 2 
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lived : scarce 4oy of his iriends or children having 
seen them before his death. 

In a word, such was the uniformity of his 
ciorat and religious character, that his friends ge- 
oeraHy esteemed him to be as much above the 
common level for goodness, as he was for learning, 
 ^^ Shonld I begin," says Dr. Marsh* (some 
titoe ago Primate of Ireland) ** to speak any' 
*' thing of the rare endowments of this admirable 
^ man (Dr. Pocock) with whom Ihad the honour 
-** to be"^ ver y intimately acquainted for many* 
*^ years, I should not be able to end his character 
** under a vokirae : : his rare learning appears in 
*' his writings; bis exemplary piety, meekness, 
**^ self-denial and candour, were visible to all that 
** conversed with him ; his patience and resigna- 
♦' tion to God's will were diseernable to all, who 
*^ visited him in the time of his long and painful 
•* sickness ;^ and his profound humility was well 
^* known and admired by all his acquaintance." 

But of all the encomiums bestowed on our au- 
thor; after his death, none ivas so full, as that 
^hich was drawn up by the celebrated Mr. Locke, 
in a letter to MnSnaith of Dairtmouth, dated 
July S3, 1703, t who was then collecting mate- 

 In a letter written by him at tlie cjesire of i^ friend, for 
Mr. SnSith*s use,' and dated from Dublin, May 5, VJOI. 

t TM*- letter, (tbe original of which is now in my hands) 
W » cop^f of ity WA9 CQtaiiiiuiicft«ed><#Jdj. Curll; the book* 
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mis for writiDg the History of Dr. P<2K^Qck4 
Life. And with s^wfi extracts fr^ai thence I 
shall cpqclude his character. . , , « 

So extraordinary an exanaple in so degenerate 
an age, deserves, for the rarity, and I was go^ 
ing to say, for the incredibility of it, the^a^ttes^ 
tation of all that knew him, and considered Jiis 

V worth* The Christian world is a witness of his 
*^ great learning, that the works.be published 
^' would not spfiipr to be concealed, nor c<^ld \i]» 

devotion and piety be hid, and.be unobserved 
in a College, where his constant and r^gulas 

V assisting at Xhe Cathedral service, .never intern 
rupted by sharpness of weath^, ^nd scarce re?» 
strained by downright want of health, shev^ed 
the temper and disposition of his mind : but 

'Vhis other virtues and excellent qualities had sa 
strong and close a covering of modesty and unt^ 
affected humility, that, though they shone tha 
brighter to those who had the opportunities ta 
be more intimately acquainted with him, and 
eyes to discern and distinguish solidity from, 

*^ shew, and esteem virtue that sought not repu- 
tation, yet they ^ere the less taken notice of, 
and talked of by the generality of those to 

V whom he was not wholly unknown ; not that. 

seller, who pointed it at%ong other letters of Mr. Locke's, 
in ihe^ear 171 4« 

« he 
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•^ he was at all close Md rescind, but^ oit Ui^ 
^ i*ontrary, the readier to tommanicate to anjr 
'* one that consulted' bim. Indeed Ive #^6 dot 
" forward to taik, nor ever would be the leading 
•* man id tbe discoorse, though it were on a sub- 
•* ject that he understood better than arty of the 
•* company, and would often content himself to 
^ sit still and hear others debate in matters whicH 
*• he himself was more a mast^ of. * He bad 

* o^n the silence of a learner where be had th^ 
^ knowledge Of a master, and that not with a de* 
^ sign, as is often, that the ignorance any One 
** betrayed might give him the oppoftanity to 
^ display bis own knowledge with the more kiistre 

* and advantage, to their rfittme. Or censtfte them 
^ when they were gone ; but these arts of tritroiph 
^ and ostentation, freqnentJy practised by men of 
•* skill and ability, were utterly unknown to Mm : 
^ it was very seldom that he cotitradicte^ axiy one, 

* or if it were necessary at any time to inform amy 
^ one better, who was in a mistake, it was^ m so 
^ soft and gentle a manner, that it had nothing of 

^ Much to the same purpose is Primate Marsh's Obser« 
Tation, which he makes an instance of Dr. Pbcock's pro* 
found humility ; " Though his learning," says he, ** and 
^ judgdient were Tcry great, ytt, whefiever Huy <M^ufC 

» 

*^ point in matte/s of learning happened to arise in discourse, 
^ he would^ to my wonder, constantly ask him he conversed 
*^ with, what his opinion was of that matter before he would 
'* give bis own* This I found by long experience. 

« the 
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« 

tbe air of dispute or correction, and seemed to 
have little of opposHi6a in it I never heard 
him say any thing that put any one that vifan. 
present the least out of couhtenatnce, nor ever 
censnre, or so much as speaK diminishingly of 
any one that was absent He Was a man of ho 
irregular appetites;-  » Though he was V 
•* man of the greatest temperance in himsrffj and 
*^ the farthest from ostentation and vanity in &!$ 
way of living, yet he was of a liberal rnnMI, 
and given to hospitality ; which, considering the 
^' smallness of his preferments, and the numerous 
'* family of children he had to provide for, might 
" be thought to have out-done those who mado 
^' more noise and shew. Hfs name, which was. 
^* in great esteem beyond sea, and that deserV-* 
^ cdly, drew on him visits from alt foreigners of^ 
** learning who came to Oxford to see that Uni- 
versity: diey never failed to be highly satisfied 
wi& his great knowledge and civility, which was 
not always without expence. Though, at tbe 
^^ Restoration of King Charles- his merits 

** were so overlooked or forgotten, that he was 
** barely restored to what was his before, without 
**• receiving any new preferment then, or at any 
** time after, yet I never heard him take any the 
^^ least notice of it, or make any the least com- 
** plaint in a case that would have sorely grated 
^* on some mens' patience, and have filled their 

" mouths 
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mouths with murmuring> and their liv'es v^hh' 
discontent: but he, was always unatfectedly 
", cbearful; no marks of any thing, that lay heavy 
" at his heart, for being neglected, ever broko 
** from him ; he was so far from having any dis-* 
pleasure lie concealed there, that whenever 
any expressions oljlissatisfaction for what tbey 
*f .thought hard usage, broke from others in his* 
i presence, be always diverted the discourse; 
; and if it were any body with whom he might 
^V take that liberty, he siiencj^d it with visible- 
paarks of dislike, 

" Though he was not a forward^ much less jaa* 
assuming talker, yet he was the farthest in tbe^ 
" world from sullen or morose ; he would talk- 
** very freely and very well of all parts of learn-*. 
" ing, besides that wherein he was known to ex- 
^' eel : but this was not all ; he could discourse 
" very well of other things. He was not unac<- 
" quainted with the world, though he made no^ 
" shew of it. His backwardness to meddle in* 
" other people's matters, or to enter into debates, 
" where names . and persons were brought upon 
" the stage, and judgments and censures were 
" hardly avoided, concealed his abilities in mat-. 
" ters of business and conduct from most people. 
" But yet I can truly say, that I knew not any, 
" one in that University whom. I WQuld more 
•^ willingly consult in any affair that required 

1 " const- 
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*^ consideration, nor whose opinion I thought bet- 
*' ter worth the hearing than his, if he could be 
drawn to enter into it, and gjve hfs advice. 
" Tliough in company he never used himself, 
nor willingly heard from othera, any personal 
reflections on other men, though set off with a 
sharpness that usually tickles, and by. most men 
is mistaken for the best, if not the only season- 
ing of pleasant conversation, yet he would oftea 
bear his part in innocent mirth, and by some 
apposite and divertbg story continue and heigh- 
ten the good humour. 

" I do not remember, that iaall my conversa- 
tion with him, I ever saw him once angry, or to 
be so far provoked as to change colour orcoun- 
teuance, or tone of voice; displeasing accidents 
and actions would sometimes occur, tberje is no 
help for that; but nothing of that kind moved 
him, that I saw, to any passionate words, much 
less to chiding or clamour. His life^ appeared 
to me one constant calm. To conclude, I can 
say of him what few men can say of any friend 
of theirs, nor I of any other of my acquaint- 
ance, |;hat I do not remember I eVer sawin him 
any one action that T did, or could in my own 
mind blame, or thought amiss in him." 
I shall only subjoin, at the desire of some judi- 
cious friends, . the ftimed Ode of. Mr. Edmund 
Stpith, of Christ Cburcl^ flaade immediately upon 
our author*s death. , 
WL. I. 4 a HuJt 
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Dux Ct^de tellus loxuriat ducam, 
Menm, Po€Ocki, barbiton exigis^ 
Maoesque musaiii fastuosam 
SoUicitant pretiosiores. 
Alter viteokum proruat agmina 
SoDOra Thracum, donaque Phillid] 
Agat puellas^ heu decorid 
Virj^nibus aioiis inTidenti. 
Te nuda lirttiSi te fidei pius 
Ardor serendse, sanctaque veritas 
Per saxa, per pontum^ per hostes 
PrveipitaDt Asi« misertuin : 
Cohnrs eatenis, qu^ pia staridulb 
Gemunt oitusti, vel sude trans sinum 
Lactantar acti, pradulive 
Sanguineis trepidant in uncis. 
Sentis, ut edunt sibila, ut ardui 
Micant dracone8> tigris ut horridus 
Intorqoet ungues, ejulatque 
In tnadido crocodilus antro. 
Vides lacuntt sulphure Iividos 
Ardere fiuctus, quk stetit in)|>ia^ 
Moles Oomorrhe, mox procellft 
Hausta ntbrft, pluviisqiiiiiJ^mini^ : 
Quod ista teUus si similes tibi 
Si forte denos nutrierafe yiros, 
Adhuc stetisset^ neo vibrata 
Dextra Dei tonuisset igne; 



Quia 



Quin nunc reqtiiris tecta firmftife 
Nioi ferocis, tlunc Babel ardnuriv 
Imtnslrie opus^ creicentibasqud 
Vertiee sideribus propinquoi&ji  
Nequicquam : aiftici dtspiBtribi|S SmII 
Eludit aurei neadas artifex, 
Lmjjua^ue tniratui* recented 
In paftriis peiregrinus oHa. 
Vestitbr bine tbt senno coloribas/ 
Qudt ttf^ Podoeki^ dissimiliti fai 
Orator effers, <|tiot vibiftsira 
Te metBores <^leb)raire gatidetit» 
Hi ni>n tacebunt (^o Syriara seneft 
Percurrit sstu raptus^ ut arcibos 
Jam non s^perbin et voretidis 
Indoluit Solyoue minis. 
Quis corda pulsans tuno pavor hauserat! 
Dolor (|ui3 arsit nX)Q' sine ga(udiO| 
Cum bmta Cbristi provolutis^ 
Ambigub lachrymis ri^et I 
Sacratus arbos mtilta PococldOi 
Locosque moofitrans inquiert accola^* 
Ifec qireretfis Heseaifi supinum> 
Jlaeic Brif&nem recre&vit (Miq»« 
Hie audierunt getas venerablleift 
JBbrea Moseii^ inde Pocbcktum' 
Non ore non annis minorem, 
Atque suatn didicere li|iguam* 
Ac sicut albens perpetuJTuivt 
Simal faviUai et dneres sintf 

A»8 ^ctat 



Eruotat ardenti et pruims ' " • 

Coi^tiguas rotat iEtna flammas ; 
Sic te tr«nenteni, te nive eandidom 
Mens intus urgct, mens agit ignea 

S^qmcreluctantem Joelem 

Per tonitrO, aeriasque nubes. 
Annon pnvescis, dum tuba pallidum 
Ciet Sionem^ dum tremulum polo " 

Caligat astrum, atque incubanti 

Terra nigrans tegkur sub umbra ? ^ 
Quod agmen ! heu quae turma sequaeibus 
Tremenda flammis \ quis strepitantium 

Flifef us rotarum est ! O Pococki 

Egregie, O animose vatis 
Interpres abstrusi, O simiK fere 
Correpte flammai te, quot imagine 
• Crucis riotantbr, te, subacto 

Christicote gravis Ottomatinus 
Gemen» requirit, te Babylonii 
Narrant *poet8e, te pharetris Arab? 

Plorat revulsis, et fragosos 

Jam gravior ferit horror agros. 
Qua gesta nondum cognita Cassaris^ 
Qu^ nee Maronis scripta, Pocockiii» 

Ploratur ingens, et dolehda 

Nestores brevitas senecta^ 
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XH£ curiosity of mankind seems Qaturally to 
require that a postbinnous work a^iould be accom- 
panied with ai;^ account of its Author : because he 
tliat leaves behind hiin what is worthy to be pub- 
lished, must be supposed to have UvM with % 
character worthy to be known. It has been 
therefore considered by the Editor of the foUow>« 
ing Commentary, &c. ^ an important part of his 
duty, to communicate some caeaiorial pf th^^ 
learned PrelfUe, by whosis friendship they were 
intrusted to his care. 

Dr. Zachary Pearce, late Lord bishop of Ro«* 
Chester, was born the 8tb of September, 16^0, 
in the parish of St. Oiles^ ip High Hplbonii 
where his father followed the bosineis of a. dift* 

tiUer, 
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tiller, with great success ; and, having at about 
the age of forty, acquireli a competent fortune, he 
purchased an e,state at Little Ealing, in the county 
of Middlesex, to wi^ich he retired, and which he 
enjoyed to his eighty-fifth year. 

The family, as far as it has been traced, was 
emin^pt for longevity, so that our author entered 
the 'wciria w itit hn hereditary claim to length of 
days, which it is evidi^nt he did not defeat by neg- 
ligence, intemperance, or vice. 

The first part of his literary education he re-* 
ceived in a private school at Great Ealing, from 
whence, having, undoubtedly, attained a consider- 
able proficiency in the learned languages, he was^ 
on the 12th of February, 1704, removed to West-» 
inlnster School, where he was soon distinguished 
by his merit, and elected one of the forty King's 
scholars. He seems, in the latter part of his life, 
to have recollected this distinction with pleasure; 
fbr, in a collection of minute memorials written by 
himself, not long before his death, he has inserted 
an epigram spoken by him in praise of Dr. Sprat, - 
who was then* Dean of Westminster. 
^ After six years spent et Westminster, he i^as 
elected to Trinity College, in Cambridge, in the 
year 1710, having endured the constraint of a 
grammar-school to the twentieth year of Ws age. 
Why his removal was soMong delayed, no other 
reason cixn be given, thin that Doctor Busby used 
• to 
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to detain thbse boys longest under his discipline, 
of whose future enJinence he had most expecta- 
tion ; considering the fundamental kno\dedge 
which grammar-schbols inculcate, as that which is 
least likely to be supplied by future diligence, if 
the student be sent deficient to the University, 
To this long continuance of his initiatory studies, 
he was perhaps indebted for the philological re- 
putation by which he was afterwards so happily 
distinguished. 

• Of his life, from the year 1710 to 1768, he has 
left a short narrative written by himself in No- 
vember, 1 769, the seventy-ninth year of his age ; 
in which he has related priticipally his public 
transactions^ and the series of his preferments. 
This narrative, for whatever purpose it was left, 
has been thought necessary to be published, 
without any alteration, as being more satisfactory, 
at least of more authority, than any other account 
that could be given of him, 

" Zachary Pearce had his education in the 
** Royal School at Westminster, from the founda- 
" tion part of which he was in the year I710 
'" elected to Trinity College in Cambridge, and in 
** the year 1716, he caused his first edition of 
^' Cicero de Oratore, with notes and emendations, 
" to be printed at the press of that University. 
'• When that work was almost finished, a friend 
'^^ pf his, and fellow of the college, asked- him,' 



'^ ^ whom be dQ^igRnd to d^k^te (btt editim to ?' 
*' |li» «i)sw^ w^, ^ that be bed not thje hi^ipi- 
** pea^ V> i^ ecquaioted with aoy of tbose great 
^ qieiii t9i wbom sqch tbiogo afe u$Dallj dedi^ 
" cated/ 

^' ^48 ^od inwaediately replied^ ' I bav6 tbe 
^^ heoQUF to bo 9Q well koown to Lord Parker 
'^ (tb^ tbeo Cbief Justice of tbc^ icing's Bench\. 
^^ tbi^t I wUl undertake to ask bia Lordsbip's 
•' leave for your dedicating it to hin^ if you will 
^^ ff^ your eonsei^^ for my doing so.' ^r. 
^^ Pe^Fce returaed tbe gentleoiai^ his thanks^ and 
*' Fc^dily consented to it Hb friend spon after 
'V went to LpiidoQ, i^d from thence wrot? a letter 
^* to Mr, Pear^e aqquaiiiting him, that Lord 
*' Parker g^ve l^ve, 9pd tii^ edition was spoq 
** finish^ with % dedication tQ that Lord, an4 
" ^ ^opy of tbe. editipn was. 3ei»t to him ^mn 
*^ Cambridge*, i^ibei^e, Mr. Pe^rce was obliged tp 
^^ stay on account of the near appr^cb of this 
*^ t}n)^ (October) for thp annual flection of fel- 
^* ^w^ at Trinity College, for which be w^ tb^ 
"' ppf of tiie candidal^s^ This, Mr. Pearoe, in a 
'* letlj^ ^nt lyi^b the book tp Lord Parker, ^s* 
** sigQ^. 83 « reas^ for bi^ npt waiting ^pon bis 
** L9r4s|bjp ip person with bis pr^se^t of t}ie 
^* bool^. Pr. Bent|ey^ the mister of that college^ 
'^ wisi^ i^opaafterwards; tp W^stpini^ter ; and ^x a^ 
^' v^it which he ma^e t9 Lord Parker^ his Lord* 

** ship 
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^* ship flienti(n)ie4 to the Doctor, that he wu. 
*' pteased with Mr. Bearoe's perfor^Baoce, 4pd 
^f that he hoped be ivsould elect Mr. P^evce tOb 
*^ fill up one of ihe vacancies amon^ the Ksl-^ 
^ lows, which were thea six in Dumber^ Thb* 
*« the Doctor procfrt«ed to do ; and Ibis cii!Cttai«^ 
^ stance is here mentioned, 9hi€l^ with a view tor 
** something in the sequel of this account 

^< When Mr. Pearqe bad been elected one of 
^ the Fellows of the Goilege, and bad made m 
^ Oration in the CoUego-ball on Novembey 5, is 
^ that year, to which eicerdse be i¥as appointed^ 
^* he went up to town, and made 9 visit to his 
^' patron Lord Parker, who received him in a 
^' very obliging manner, invited him to dine with 
'^ him tlie next day, at I^ensington, and tli^iere put 
^ into his hands a purse which contained fifty 
^ guineas. Mr. Pearce, at times, renewed fa£s 
^ visits to his Lordship, and was a^ays very 
** kindly received by him/^ 

In the edition of the book De Oratore, he lias 
never departed from Gruter's edition, which he 
considers as the curjrent readmg, but when he is 
supported by the authority of some manuscripts*;; 
for though be declares his opinion to be, that 
many passages must be amended by conjectore; 
he thought nothing of his own could be worthy 
of insertion bto the text He has. endeavoured 
Dpi only to rectify depravatioiis, but to clear ob* 

dlcarities : 
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scwities ;' btit has jBvfitta!i yvUb great brevity^ hav 
iog, hesaysy do desigo^to makj34BL shew of bis li* 
terature, though others take a dtflSi^reot .method; 
Video msmntiiiM editor t& aiia^^hng^ alia,- wluUae; 
sed is tnihiM jveterilms seripti§ edm^:X>idctur rei 
UtW4irl0s .apfiia»t. CQnsukrCf qui ^dm pau^if^is 
v^fcV clari dotmt^ ^guid mu$. imtor fit :Sensmt et 
scripserit* , ; \^: , :; ... ?- '- . • 

: . Tbe regard shown by^e Icfirqied.Jid ^s edition 
appears by^tbe frequency, of it? r64[n{H*e]^^ipn. ,It 
is: however not useless, to a^d; the testimony of 
Olivet from a letter H^ritten in 17S9> which those 
who atre eng^ed in studies of the same kind will 
xead with pleasure* 

'^ Zachariae PearciOi Regi k sacris domesticis, 
^ Jpsephus Olivetus, S. P. D. 
. ^' Quae tua sit eruditiO; Pearci prsBStantissime^ 
*' quod judicium, jam ex editionibus perspexe-* 
*' ram^ quibus Ciceronem ac Longinum, unaque 
** tuum nomen illustrasti. Itaque in illis te me- 
*^ rito nun^erabam excellentibus viris, quales or« 
^' nandis natos tuendisque literisi nulla aetaa 
'^ multos babuity nostra vix paucos. Nunc ver6 
^ sic ad me scripsisti, ut facif^ intelligam, c{ld(i in 
V te summa sit doctrinse laus atque copia^ noa 
^\ minorem humanitatis esse atque urbanitatis* 
** Quam ego sanfe tandem eruditis hominibus esse 
'' arbitror apprim^ propriam ; im6 neque eruditi 
.^^ nomen ei cOQven^re, q^^^ ^9^ librorum usus et 

" traatatia 
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*^ tractatio in viam induxerit be&e-ik de dyibud^ 
^' sic de studtosis merendi. (^ue tu in librae 
'^ Ciceronis philosophicos piromittis, ego ver6 tl 
** gratus accipiam, et impatienter expecto^ et, si 
'' fas est, etiam atque etiam flagito: maximtim 
*^ enim editionia mecc ornamehtum. . Rhetorica 
*^ sub prcelo sudant . Fbilosopbicorum partem 
prioreoi tuoi committam typographo, cum id 
acc^ero unde commendari potissimum po3*> 
*' sunt, id est, annotationes tuas. Pars posterior 
'^ in operarum tnanus veniet mease Octobri, si 
'' VQodd tuis turn animadversionibus suprenia 
'^ manus accesserjt Nihil enim nisi te volenti 
'* uti decet atque aequum est, faciam. In anno- 
** tatis ad rhetoricos libros, quse mittis, unum 
*^ a(q09 aUeruinest, de quo asqui, ppinor, bonique 

", coCksules, si admoneam. — tt- -^ 

•^ Orat. cap, ixiv. • aut translatum^ aut factum 
** aUunde ut fnutqto\ Lambinus edidit : Sumptum 
'^ aliundfif utmutuum. 

" Ibid, aut factum ab ipso, aut ntyvum] Lamb. 
M edidit: ut novum. Ha^ lectiones k Lambino 
*^ probatse, atque in contexum admisss; ut prox« 
^^.im^ ad eas accedunt emendationes quas pro? 
ponis, vide annon cum tuis animadversis Lam* 
bioiana quoque commemorari deceat. Fieri 
" san& videmus, ut quod criticus quispiam scrip* 
^* serit, alteri nascatur non ab altero aqceptuoii 
'* e( cum eadem dicant am bo, ; nemo aiteii de* 
,u . " beat. 
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^ hbii. Veluk qobd cfmtndwftdodi ladiati in 
^ libto lir n^fm^ genere Ont. el palmatb iwife 
^ emendatio ,esf^ Muretiis jam Roiur cx>gitav 
^ v«rat^ et faic Liitet» Frederiewi MoreliuA 
^ Sed quid in mar^nein sui Cieeronis conjeeiitett 
!* Rdaiib MuiBtoSy potoit nescire Morelna Lu* 
^ tefiife : et <)Md kid pdbliterat, mimm q6q id^ 
^* notdssS Petra Fabro, <)iii emendatioDem eatf<^ 
^ dem^ litf domi sibi oatom^ stao in LucuUuAk 
^< tomnileliitario idfteruit Sed bee lem sunt, dft 
^ qifibus in tteA editione nee verbam: neqii^ 
^ enim eiiiqiMM meleatus^ sed booia esae utiUi 
^ atudea*" 

In tbe fim 5fears ctf bis residence in Cambrit^^ 
lie sometimes anrased himself witb lighlei^ edmpo^ 
iitidfis. Tbe dibrrial papers of that tihie af- 
forded to men, at once ambitioas and timoroas^ 
very tempting opportunities of trying their polret 
itf writing Without hazard of reputatiM. A 
letter to the Spectator or Guardian sfoie tfpoii the 
public #]th great Advantage, being eerMin to ht 
fiefad, aM tf it disserved praise eertdin to h6 
praised i at least it wais secnre of candid perusil 
and impartial criticbm, by which the wrilei' might 
be pletos€fd witfaont mty or eorreetcid #itfaoilt 
shaiiie. 

Wi. Vwii^ dkk not omit to make the expert:- 

ment» 
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naent He wirote io \ht eighth volume of the 
Spectator, No. S7S, a Humorous Essay ut)dii 
Quacks, and No« 033> a Serious Dissei^tion oh 
the Eloquence of the Pulpit, o^ which the hint is 
taken from a fragment of Longiiius, where Paul of 
Tarsus is numbered among the great master^ of 
oratory. In the ludicrous paper the Editor ooh- 
fes^s that he bad made additions and retfetich* 
ments, but the otiber is printed as it came to his 
band \titfaout variation* A year before (1713) he 
had sebt a letter to the Guardian signed N^ 
Mum, which pves a sprightly and fanciful accouiit 
of a silent club, tn two of these little pieces there 
is humour and gaietyi which might perhaps havb 
been much advanced by cultivationi had not they 
been thrown aside in pursuit of more iobportant 
truths, and ilppliiation to higher studies. 

'' In the year 1 7 1 7| Mr. Pearce was ordained 
<< a Deacon by Dr. Fleetwood, the Bishdp of 
^' £ly, atid in 1718 was ordained a Priest by the 
^* satiie Bishopf he having always had in his ili- 
^* V^ti&n ta devote himself to that holy pfofeMiott^ 
«< ttrMch H delayed to do till b6 wag twenty- 
^' se'i^eti yeart of age ; ahd, as ha fboughty takeh 
'^ time enough to prepare htdaselfi add attaitt to 
'* so itiueh knowledge of that sacired of&a^ as 
*^ should be sufficient to answer all the good pur« 
'^ posw for which it is designed. 

'' Oa the Ittth of May, in 1718, the Lord 

7 " Chief 
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•* Chief Justice Parker was appointed Lord High 
" Chancellor of Great Britain; and Mr. Pearce 
^* having been the next morning informed, that 
•* the Great Seal bad been the day before deli- 
" vered to his Lordship by King George the 
^^ First) and that a great number of the nobility 
** and gentry were then at his chambers in Ser- 
jeant's Inn, in Fleet-street, congratulating him 
upon tlie occasion, he went thither, and his 
*^ name being carried to him, in an inner room, 
" where his Lordship received the company one 
** after another, his Secretary came soon out to 
•* Mr. Pearce, and said, that his Lordship de- 
** sired him to stay till all the company was gone, 
'^ and that then he would see him. He did so, 
** and being brought to the Lord Chancellor, he, 
" among other things, said, that * he should novir 
** want a chaplain to live with him in his house ; 
" and he asked Mr. Pearca, if it would suit with 

" his convenience to live with him in that c»- 

• 

" pacity.' With this Mr, Pearce very . readily, 
" and with thanks, complied ; and, as soon as his 
" Lordship had provided himself with a pioper 
" house, he 'went into his familysis his^ chaplain, 
" aftd there continued three years." 

In December, J719> Mr. Pearce was ipstimted 
into the Rectory of Stapleford Abbots, i ft Es3cx;» 

*' In 1720, the Rectory of St. BartWcraet^, 
*' behind the Royal Exchange, becoming^vacant 

"by 
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^* by the death of Doctor* Adams^ the Provost of 
" King's CoUiege Cambridge, of the ye^ly value 
^ of 4001. the Lord Chancellor^ in whose gift it 
was, presented him to that living which was 
then supposed to be the most valuable of any 
in the city of London. And when Mr. Pearoe 
^' ^iq^de bis ackvpwledgement of thinks to the 
" liord. Chai]K;ellor for this favour, his Lordsliip 
*' said, ^ you are not to tbaak me so much as 
" Doctor Bentley for this benefice.^ * How is 
" that, my Lord,* said Mr. Pearce ? ' Why,* 
added hb I^ordship, ^ when I asked Doctor 
Bentl^y to make you a Fellow of Trinity Col- 
^' 1^, be consented so to do, but on this condi- 
tion, that I woul4 promise to unmake you again 
as sood as it lay in my power, and now he, by 
^^ having performed his promise, ha^^ bound me 
..** to give you this living.* 

" He was inducted into the Rectory of St. 
** Bartholomew, March 10, 1719-20. 

'^ In the same year, the Ministers of State 

'* dining one day with the Lord Chancellor, Mr. 

~ '^ Pearce being cidled in to say grace to them be« 

// fore they sat down to dinner, the Duke of New- 

. ** castle, then Lord Chamberlain, and one of the 

" company, was pleased to take notice' of Mr. 

*' Pearce, as he had known him at Westminster 

/^ School, and at Cambridge, in which places they 

'' had both beeu educated together^ and after he 

V yoL, J. B b " was 
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'• was withdmwn, the l>uke e^cpt^i^ted to the Lor3 
" Chancellor a favourable opinion of him. U}>oa 
*' which the Lord Chancellor $aid, * then, Ijorh 
Chamberlain, t hope, that, as you think so well 
of him, you \^^lt ittake him tone 6f htt IVfojesty^a 
chaplains, when there Is a Vaftancy.' * Yes, 
'^ ray Lord,' tepfieiJ be, ^ I wiM do So, wh^ I havfe 
'** an oppottunity,' and accordingly Mr. Peirce 
^ receiTed soon this the said Chamberiainls war- 
** rant for that honour.** 

In the year 1729, the plague at Mameilles 

filled Europe with terror. A fast M^a appointed 

fornhe deprecation of^^vioe ve«geartce> which 

was obseived thwughout the kfegdom with p^rti- 

'tular seriousness and d^otion. We taeajied th^ 

\dteadful visitation, aivl when tlie Adj of Thankii- 

|;iving for the deKverance was set tfpait in the 

year following, Mr. Pearce preaehed before the 

Lord Mayor and AldermeRof hoti6m, and after* 

wards published the sertnen. 

* In February 172l-i2, ha married Mrs. Mary 

Adams, the daughter of Mr. Bei^min Adanis« dh 

*<;m!nent dfetllter in Holborn, wftbi a ^nskterabfe 

fortun^. It is always pleasftig to be told, that 

"hiea who deserve well of the puUie, are liappy iii 

'^omestit Hfe. He lived W-itb her fifty-twa years 

in the highest ^degree bf connubial happiness^ 

l*he fiftieth year of their mhft Ifeey eelebrat^ii 

His-, a year of -jubilee; btr vrhich^ eccasioR lihey 

- • were 



•ete cdmpllawitdd ' b^ a friend in the fi»Uowing 
'fttatzlu. . 
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No more hi citumfty tdmjj^lditi^ 
That Hjfoen innds in orael 'cbaiiii 

And makes his subjects sla?ei i 
Supported by the good and wisey 
< tier, keenest slander ise defies^ 

I|er 6ttdost malice braves* 

I'of-day^-^he triumphs o'er bis^ fcies^ 
And U the 4oirId a pair be sfaeivg, 
TboMdog bis subjects^^ree : 
Who bappy b bis batids appear^ 
And joyftil call the ^tkth year, 
. .: A year tif jubilee* 

M Tbe Vidftrtge of St UarOn't la the fMcf^, 
.*^ WiMliiiiister, whidi Dt. Green ^e Vicar of it 
V had bald in cmmtmiam with the See of Nof- 
'f .n^ieby hating Ijeamie vacant, Septemt>er the 
<:*.' :S4th» ItSS^ Iky hi« bang translated to the $66 
^ of Ely^ tibt Lort) Chenoellor, in l7fid*4, pre- 
*' siBOtad Mr. Pcorce to that Vicarage, in virtue of 
J^ |bef Kmg^s fMWOgattfd; at he had priotnof ed the 
^^ Vieuc to a Bishopnc^ and as it vras hi bis dis- 
/! posal aa Cfaantaflln* | the Viearage being rated 
IV «t no ofvan^ tfaaift 14&< a-year in the Kit^% 
** iboqbs^ tfaOO|^ thil beiiefti^ wa» then 7tM9. pet 
.1 3S b« " aiinum, 
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^' aonud)> tfpd so coQttnoed> till tbe Fapsb of St 
" George, Haaover-square was, by an Act flf 
'^ Parliament, taken out of it, and made a distinct^ 
'' parish frotp that of St Martk^V 

*^ It s^Wold k»ve beea mentioned before that, 
" when the- benefice of Su Miurtin's became va- 
*' cant, his Majesty King George, the Firit was at 
" Hanover ;> the Lord C^rtei^ afterwards Earf 
** of Granville, was abroad with him, as Secretary 
** of State, and that Dr. Clagget, afteru^rds Bi- 
** shop of Exeter, was HkewistB with him as his: 
" English cbiaplain. Dr. Gibson, Ji^sbop of Lon- 
" don, upon this occa^n, wrote taLord Carteret, 
" recommending very strdngly Doctor Clagget as 
" a proper person to succeed Doctm' Green in 
that benefice. The Secretary coinmunicated 
the letter to his Majesty, and Dr. Clagget 
^^> idbsed his hand as a token of the King's in- 
^ tended favour, and came to Endabi a mtoth. 
*f or five weeks bfefore his Majesty, tQ wait upoa 
'^ the Chancellor, and acquaint him with bis Ma- 
*^ jesty's nomination of him, and to^rdqir^t^^bat 
'^ he might be presented. to the Vtcarag^-of St. 
", Martin's by a royal presentation.. Theehan- 
'^ cellor informed bimi tbat.it msAs his right. as 
«* Chancellor to piijsent a Ckrkto it, and thftt 
y bis Majesty must have been tHuiBSoime^ ><^ 
*** the matter. He wrote likewise xm this aub- 
" ject to Lordl Carteret, inforttiiiig him haw, the 
X -: " right 



it 
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*^ fight of fM-eienting lo the Vicarage «tood ; tWat 
.** it was bts right, and that he had-promisedi it 
*' to Mr.' Pearce; one o( Ws Majesty's clfa plains/ 
^ who had foraierly been bis own chaplain, had 
'^ lived in £is family, and whose merit and beha« 
" 'vk)ur was therefore well known to him. To 
*' this letter an answer was given by Lord Car- 
^ teret, and the Lord Chancellor shewed both of 
^ them to Mr. Pearce ; but the answer was made 
** in huch an ambiguous or unmeaning a manner, 
^- that Lord Macclesfield determined to let the 
*^ matter rest till his Majesty returned from Ha-r 
^' nover to ' England ; and then in a conference 
** which Lord Macclesfield had with him, the 
" Kiiig was satisfied with the justice of his claimV 
^^ gave up the point, and permitted Lord Maceles- 
** field to present Mr. Pearce to the benefice, as 
" *bdve-mcntioned. *^ 

t ^* N.B. He was inducted into the Vicarage of 
^' St. Martin's, January the 10th, 1723-24. 

^* Soon tSitt Mr. Pearce was in pobsession of 
<^ the Vicarage, the Lord Chancellor told him 
f^ that he thought it proper for him to take a'de- 
'f gree of Doctor in Divinity, as he was now thd 
if Vicar of a Parish which was targe and eminent, 
^ and which was honoured with the residence of 
!' the Royal Family in it, at St. James's House* 
^* Mr. Pearce replied, that ^ be would willingly 
^^ do it; butlbat by the rples of tbe Univ^rsity^ 

t* no 






^^ ;.pQ suob 46gr06 w^t ghraik eK&^t to tbone wb^ 
^^ U^d h^n dimkted nineteen y^rsi aa<i tbat be- 
^ Was only pf fourte^ j^ars standing. ' Upon 
M^ this the Lord CbaaoeUor Boid tbat * be would 
" fry to gpt a royal tmndal^ for tbe University'd 
'• conferring that cj^gree upon bi«i/ To wbicb 
*^ Mv* Pearcei witk many eicpresHonis of grati-* 
^* tude, replied that ' there was no .doubt, l^ut that 
" the University vvoi|l4 jfbey bja M£yea»lgf> co«a-^ 
*^ iqand ; bqt that it was always a disagreeable 
V tiling to that body tQ receive ^ucb mandates^ 
^- though th^ obeyed them-' Then *aid Lord 
♦* CbaftcelJor,  i)m Archbishop of Canterbury; 
'' Pp(:{or Wake, has tbe power of conferriog a 
*^ Poctor s degree w Diviqity, and I will ask \\im 
•* to bP^tow tb9it %vour on you/ I tbaiJwl hia 
^- Lordsbipi and b? spo]^e to (be Arcbbisbop some 
^' few dayd after, who readily poo^ented to it^ 9fii 

«' tbe dpgrop was (jpftferrcwJ wcoKdiogly,. JuttB 1st, 

1724/' 

Ia 17S4), he dedicated to the Karl of Mucdes^ 
^Id W editioo of LongKnus on the Sunblitue^ witb 
a new L^tin Yersion^ and noteti^ Ifingtta^ 
whose naii^e had beeo long knovHu only to meci of 
abstruse eruditioa, till he was introduced by bi< 
tremlfttor Boileau, among tbe mtiy and the el#^ 
gaRty b^ now for about half a century enjoyed 
great; popularity, quotdi by eveiiy poet and erery 
eritif^, m4 deoiding upon faults and be^utiea of 
tty\^ with wtbouty qoAt^ted only by Huetiua 
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mA la Clerc But H wjas the oimion of Doctor . 
Pelfcrce^ that sooietfabgwas wanting) which gfi^. 
neral adflairativi had not yet ^jpplied; 

The work was originally published by Robertel* 
las ttdd ManutkiSy who eaeh used his own fnanu- 
seriflta without Jcnc^ledge of the qtber's under** 
Ukking. The tents of the two editions did not f 1^* 
wftys agrees and to Which the preference was du4^ 
had net been decided^ it bad been four timesr^ 
tnttyslated into Latin ; oae of the three foraier 
Versions^ that of Gabriel de Petra was considered 
as the best, aitd had accordin^y been adopted by 
TaHraqtiHus Faber^ and> I lh}nk^ by enr Langi»' 
hsam ik thdr iditicms. After Boileau's tr ai^a-^ 
Ijoo it was again tnrned into IiMin by ToUtus, but 
wiA Sneb paraphrastioal luxufiasiee as seemied ii>» 
tended vather to display his own oopioasness. of 
diction than tor explain the eriginah £>octo)» 
Pearce uadeitoefc to adjust the i^dipgs, and; 
^llatwias of ks gmafeer diflicultj, t^ write a new 
JLftia Yerriom^ winch slhoald approach as ne^ as 
is pos^fbte to the Grtel:, witboat violating, its c^n 
pnikf. * To pldy reimd the text of an anthor^^ and 
to recede and api^rfiaeh as convenience may dic^ 
^ttie, 19 no' very mfdiieiis wotk^ but to attend k 
mi&kont de^tian^ snd measure step with step, 
nquiires at once vigpup and ca^ition. By v^hajt 
-siekbod he proceed^ in this work may be kn^wn 
Irom; has prifliee infi hisaoliss. Seaae of hi^iirst 

thoughts 



thoughts i«a^ retracted in the Subsequent edR- 
tioQs; but Dr. Pearce has generally pleased the' 
public, though he found it difficult tp, please htm* 
self. 

^' At the lajtter end of 17fi4| the Commissi^mers 
^' for rebuilding St Martin's Chmrch £3und| that 
'* by the inacciirate estimate of the ^expences of 
^ it, made by the architect, Mr. Gibbs, a consi* 
^ derable sum of money was wantfbd to finish the 
^ inside and the outside of that noble building, 
^' according to the plan which had been approved 
" by the Commissioners, Two and twenty thou- 
^* -sand ppunds had, by virtue of an Act of Parlia* 
** ment, been already raised upon the Parishioners 
^f (the tenant rated at three-^ence in the pound, 
^ and the landlord at one shilling), and it was 
^' judged, that ten thousand pounds more were 
]^ necessarily wanted for the finishing of the 
f^ whole ; but for raising this sum anotfher Act of 
*^ Parliament was to be procured, and it was the 
^' more difficult to get such a second Act, as the 
^* upper part of 'the Parish, where the greatest 
<^ number of the Members of both Hpuses of 
«* Parliament then lived, was by an Act, which 
5^ had then passed, to be separated from the 
<* Parish of St. Martin's, and to be a dis^ct 
^* Parish of itself in a ver^ short time. It was 
^^ pecessary therefore for some of the Commis^ 
ff sioners, among whom was Doctor .Pearce, lb 

" wai$ 
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*' wait upon such of the Members of the House 



a 



of Commons especially^ as had large property 
'' in that district, and were of most weight in the 
** house, to lay before them the state of the case, 
** and to induce them, by such reasons as they 
**' had to bffer^ to consent and assist the Commis- 
^^ sloners in obtaining a second Act, to enable 
^^ them to raise 10,0001. more, after the same 
'* manner as the former S2,O00L had been nused. 
^' For this purpose, after they had obtained the 
** consent of Sir Robert Walpole, then esteemed' 
^^ the first Minister of State, they waited upon 
^'^ Mr. Pulteney, as one who had a large property 
^ there, and who, if he could be brought to ghre 
^' his consent, could be more assistant than most 
^\ other men to give success to what was re- 
*^ quested. 

•'' They waited upon him accordingly, Doctor 
^ Pearce being in company with' them, and 
** Mr. Pulteney having, at three diflferent confe- 
^' rences, been convinced of the necessity of thdr 
^' requests, engaged such a number of his friends 
^' in the House of Commons, that, concurring 
f^ with the Mini^erial influence, a WX was 
f brought into the House, and an Act for that 
^^ end, soon afterwards received the Royal sane- 
?♦ tion. 
ff Mr« Pulteney, at ^e last of those confi$- 

f* ranees, 
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\ rencee^ took; notice of Doctor Pe^cc a& hnviiig^ 

* been educated at Westminster School, where he 

* himself bad likewise been educated, anil for 
which he always retained a great a&ction; ho* 
invited him to come^ on a 4^y named, tp dina 
with In m ; and fnom that day not only an ac^ 
quaiotapce begpa;^ but a friendship between 
tween theo^ which lasted and improved iipr 
veiry nes^ forty year^, an4 tUl the death ^ that 
truly great man, who sat then in the House of 
I/M*^ fif £arl of Batb/' 

When the Chui^h of Sii lAartin's VAs buiit, Dn 
Peaice preached a Sermon at the eonaacralbOQi', 
^hacli her fv^(erwardfl piinte^i and aiceompailied 
^ith an £s&ay on tbe.Onfn wd Piref^ese of 
Xen^ples; traced from the rudestoae^k whic;h were 
first used for altars, to the noble structure^ <tf So^ 
^po^n whkh he co«f id^rj) w ^he finst temflei com-- 
lletely covered. 

. In tbi^ D«ser.tation he df^Iareft bja Qtt\^etidti 
qf the genumanesa of ibe nelakioii attribtited tn 
Sancboniatho, and qlearg the dtficttltiesi that oni^ 
barsMi^ bis Cfiiwon^ by aotutiens draivn ihont the 
Newtmian Cbconolo|^, of wUdi only an abstract 
bad been then pabUsbed;. Yet he does not tUnft 
,SMM:h|oniatiia of lancb autbeciiy, but iroputn hi^ 
inaccuracy and barrenness to misinformation and 

.waQt of matefiialaiie 9bd fitgesda Ina botfk as oite of 

the 
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4ie vtrieral^fo f^iques of mde anCiqi^v i^ l^t* 
wdrk of one wiio had loWflfd tbe troth nUber tban 
ooncealcd it 

. His observation on that buildings whicl) it 
C9iied the T^oapl? of Dagop, removes part of ttxe 
difficulty which presents itself k the narration of 
Ihe auuBMr in wbioh Sampsoo destroyed it. 

^* In the year 172i, tbe Lord Chaocellori their 
^ £arl of Mairclesiicid, resigned tlie Gr^sA Seal Uf 
V.his Mi^sty^ King George tbe First; which x^ 
^^ fl^gnation ivas soon folibwed with an impea^b^ 
f' of his Lordship by tbe House of ComouMis/ 
^^ sent up to the Lcnrda, , The ground of this, 
f ^ upon th^ : beiM; informatioQ which Dr. Pearce 
'^' coidd get, and wbiqh be believes to have been 
1^ the true ooe^ was as follows : 
i '^ lathe unhappy year 17 SO, i^monly ciJled 
^^ the South Sea year, tbe otoney of the i^tora in 
5' Clkaocery was, by ancient custonv iwtkred by 
^ tbe Lord ChwcelUr to be paid into tbe hands 
f* of the Masfcei' in Chanceiy, wjaoae turn it was 
*' . to Js^ in tbe cour^ when an order was load? by 
^< tbe J>rd CiMHo^or to dt^^sit any sum of 
ff n)oney for, tbe seciurity of tbe suitors. This 
^* cmtQmi» now aJltere^ a better v^ moi^ s^ 
*' cure manner <tf lodging tbe money being now 
f* estabiisbed ; but the former ea^Unn thiro pre^ 
^ vAilod, and one of tbe Maatera in Ipbancer^i^ 
^^ Mr. D<>rineri having in 1720 traffii;ked witl( 
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^ the suitor's ifioe^ ia "Obange^Ailey) Bod dying 
^^ 80oi> after^ it waft found out> that he was defi« 
^' cient in his accounts of the suitors money to. 
^ near the value ' of 60,0001 . This raised a 
^ aiighfy cotnmoCion amobg the ^ suitors, aiui ali 
^ who were any iKay .interested* jn the Court o£ 
*^ Chancery, either as suitors or as pleaders and 
^ practitioners there;*some of the.last sort having 
^ personal resentments against that ^ Lord fromf 
^ motives which w^e unworthy (as it might have 
^ been expected) of operating so far to the pre* 
^ jttdice, as they did, of a Cfaancdlor generally 
t' wen esteemed for bis great abilities and iote- 
'^ grtty in that important office* But operate 
^* thus they did, as he found by fatal experience ; 
*^ for when the fire was once kindled, there wanted 
^^ not those who contributed their assistance' to 
*' raise it up to a flame. The late King Gieorge 
** the Second was then Prince of Waks^ and had 
'* lived separately from his father, as he hadfoeeii 
^^ ordered to do ; and the education of his chil« 
^* dren, bad been detained from him, upoii ah 
•* opinion then given by ten of the twelve Judges^ 
** called together at his Majesty's command by 
*' Lord Macclesfield then Chancellor, upon this 
^* question^ * whether the education of the grand- 
^ children did belong to their grandfetheri as So* 
" vereign, or to the Prinee ef Wales, as father? 
«** This tneeting-of the Judges Slaving been caUe^d 
- ' ' by 
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'Vthe Gbancellor, jiod theqaealion havjngbeeii^ 
put:to tbexa by him upon; bir Majesty's ordeb 
.fiprso doings and the answer of th^ Judges b^ 
ing not pkasiiig to the Prino^ of Wales, be bofe 
.itwhb s<»ne resentment; and when tbe Hous6 
f' of Comiaonft took the a0air of tbe lost suitorl 
*' money into consideilatioii, all tbe Membeti^ (X 
*^ tbe House of Commons^ who were servants df 
*' the Prince's court, at L^cester House, andaTl 
^^ others' of them who paid tbdr addresses there, 
^^ very readily joined in the outcry against Lord 
*^ Macclesfield; and came into tlie impeachment 
Sir Robert Walpole t?as at first unwilling tb- 
encourage sach . a precedent as the impeiich- 
/^ment of a Minister of State, though he bad 
/^ some degree of ill-will to that Lord on former 
'' mmisterial motives: however, when he found, 
'^' that it could not be easily stopped, became 
'^ into ' the design, and as fiir concurred as he 
'** safely could with it, well knowiog, that the 
*^ King looked Upon Lord Macclesfield with a 
^* gracious eye, and thought that his son, the 
" Princfe of Wales, had too much contributed to 
*^ increase the flame for bis being concerned in 
M doing what was so much to bis mind, and so 
^^ miKh against hi& son's. . 

'^ Lord Macclesfield's triial before the House of 
f* Lords is in print, and to Dr. Pearcc, who wds 
M every day present at it| it i^pears, thai the 

judgment' 



^ jadgnooii of that Houee imsa %emn ofie. Hfe 
^ fTAs titrndiiiidutly declared gutt^; «nd wiitf fined 
'' ^QOOL tbougb beJiad Mine time before paid 
<' 10/X)(H. kife^ the €oitrt of Chaueei^, which 
f' wek tfae whole. 4um reeeired by him ifom tb6 
/V two bsC whom he hetd aplpointed to be Ma^ 
^*> t&» th^itJy fliod which two kf geot smw wefl^ 
"*' the. most €|axiK)Qre4 agaioat And the Hoii5% 
'^. of Lord0 directed) that he sknikl he oonBoed it» 
''the Tower till that .fine of dO.OODL was paid 
^ This judgment WA& given upoa a itatote to limg 
V 1^ made: as io tht ra^n of Richard, the Se^ 
s^ CQttdi which forbade the Celling of the ^Ac6 of 
. ** a Mafiter in the Chancery. That atatote had 
/f oever bee|t repealed^ but a: conlFary eostoift 
'^ had preyaited beyond the memory at ms& 
^ Lord Macclesfield coald baire pre^d the feel 
^' to b< so with regard to sev«a-al 6f his mow lm> 
^' QoedSate p^deoe$€K)r9 ; but when lie eaUed opofi 
^' his wititessesi who were then preseati to.prote^> 
*" Hko &Ct, Lord TowQsend sto6d op, and ob- 
^' jected tt) k^sayiqgr ' My Lords, I hofie that yoo 
.^ wiU not soffer witnesses t(} be pKOdaced i^ Um 
/^ Impose i for .that will t>nly shew, .thaft thia sott 
.^* of co)^optioi^is hereditary/ isiagf-tbw word hc^^ 
^* reditary, on this occasion^ by a irecy ridkulod^ 
'' mistbke. Lord Macdeafield wal^. bs* I ^id^ 
*' .dsiilared to be gitiity, aad a iiue of se,fOt)Ol. 
'^ was laid. upon bsn^; bat; as he w» ^en uni^ 

' '' able 



«^ able to fMty ky l^ borrowed it k\l of fab ««)l-iti- 
^^ kH Stir Wm^Gw Heatbcoie^ mortgaging a jpart 
.f 0f bissmnU eistaife^ of .32Q01. p^r mnmrn ; ami 
f^ tbe oHAey was ^U, by degpises), repaid tei Sir 

^*^ WiUiaoi by lord Maa€l^(}ld'$ A>a afbr his 
<Mitbtr>de*tkj , . 

. : \\ Tlm^ bioffeiedge of; two ejrcaBMtaaeeS) wMeh 
^Vnot many t)Qrtom ac «^ infor fa^d oi'ma^ ocnitrt^ 
. ^^ bule^ not k lilAo to take off macb of the ocMirni 

y «f.tbo€bai|ga.hrm|^t Ag«toattfae Noble Barf, 
r'^aad of tbbt o£ tb» ^enteCice ^eti iipou m tba 
i^f Howe of Xordai Tbo om pa% that before 

^* Lord King, who sacaeeded hSi^ m Cbaaoellofp 
^^^.iMoaptedof that bigb po«^ an additional salary 
:^/ of IJOOl. or 20OOK a-year was anneaed, it was 
:^^ creditably said, to the post out of theHsoaper^ 
,^: office, by way of recompeace fiir ibe lote wfaidi 
r*^ would arise to the Cfaaoceltor for the tim^ 
: ^ b^jiDg, by that judgioecit of tbe House of Lord9 ; 
/' tkoiigbhe was still allowed to dispose of the 
f ^ l^^tersbips to bis friends dnd reiationa^ cur to 
r^^ tbe recommeBdatioas of aien kk power, wbo 
'*^ coold in another way sertt bis friendu and i^- 
." lations. u 

^' Tbe otfaer eiroaitistanca wa^ timt, when some 
/^ Bill waa brought before (he Lord% it is nob 
. '' remainbered whsd; the MM was, aad a Lofd^ ob^ 
< ^ Joctiqg te aoaifi daufe of it, or exfwessioti h it, 
t^ s(ud^ ^ tbsa ifi tkkxi ptfbapa the Masten^ps, ki 

*^ Chancery 
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"'V Cliancery iiiight come again to be sold/ tlk 

^ Xord Chancellor King aoquaiated tfie Hous^^ 

*^ that it appeared on their journals, that^ fti 

'" King William's reign, when a Bill forpreTent- 

^** ing the Lord lieutenants of Counties fnoni sel- 

'^ ling the office of Clerk of the Peace in tho^e 

^ Counties^ was brought from the Commons to 

^* the Lords, a tnotion was made by one of the 

'^ Lords for a clause to be added^ th*t tb6«Lord 

** Chancellor should be restrained from seUmg 

-^'tiie Masterships in Chanceiy; but that the 

^*^ Lords, after a debate, rejected the clause^ and 

passed the !Kil without it 

King George the First being fully sensible 

<^ that the Earl's case was hard, and that be had 

^* suffered chiefly upon his account, sent him 

** word, liiat he intended to repay the 30,0001. 

'^ to him out of his privy purse, as fast as he 

" could spare the money. Sir Robert Walpole 

*^ delivered this message to Lord Macclesfield, 

" with some gracious expressions of the King in 

** in his favour. And accordingly, within twelve 

'' months, Sir Robert paid him 1 OOOL by his 

" Majesty's order. In the next year, Sir Robert 

' '' sent him word, that he had received his Ma- 

.** jesty's farther order to pay to him 2000L more, 

^* when his Lordship was pleased to isend for it. 

^'.Lord Macclesfield, thinking it not so genteel to 

'' send for it immediately, let a month oc five 

« weeks- 
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" rmeks iMtsSy and then big Majesty if ent towards 
*^ : Hmotvex^ and diied M Osoaburgh in his }vay 
*^ thkbeiv ia 1 7S^i Upon the iieivs. of his dMifi, 
^^ Lord Macde86Bld'& socl waited -epoti Sir Ro« 
^^ Jatect by Jm& father s order to raceive tbe iMtiey ; 
^^ h\A be was Chen toid by biin^ * that Us late 
^^\ Majesty and be bad a running account, and 
*^ thiajk at pr^srat; be eould not tell oa whose «ide 
''^ itfaje balance if;s|.s, and that tbe'refoTO he cduld 
*^ ^0Qft ' veqtur« to pay the SODOl/ S«> fhat the fiitiih 
-^ io£ lOOOl w«9 all thatLond Macdlefifficld ever 
^^ Mseined A*om ihe intendad bti^unty c^ bia gra« 
" cious inastep.^ « - 

<' LoDd Ma£cleafie^4 Kttgd affter «h«t tf 11 'the 
^* yeat icraj, AwringMl which time Dv. P^arce 
^ m^f^9x>immtabhf r^qei'^d hjj lU», ttrat their 
^^ aeqmintaiioe im^ te 4)alled 0f riet^ ftieadsfhip^ 
^^ and' they fi^quently dined and^ Siip^ed claeh ai 
** the other's houie: a«d upoa Ihe Doctor's com- 
<^ mg to vfei* h4m one-day, he found him ^raHdng 
^^ Xii one of }m roonto in great pain by* a sfuppres- 
" sion of urine, jwhich had, as he saifl, cotne upon 
^^ hitti in (be night before : he then told tbe-Doctor, 
^ ^ titot his^ mother had died of ffhe same disorder, 
" on the ei^fh dayofit,' and addWt, * and so 
<* ahall I;' which accordingly happened ; for oh 
^* the eighth day Dodlor Scarce came to him, aa 
^ he had dene o» all* the preceding days, and 
^ found' titei'beyond all hopes of life arid a^ist* 

vo«i. It C c " ance 
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^' ance of his physicians. He w€ls drowning itt« 
'^ ;vardly, and felt himself dying from his feet up- 
'^ wards. He retained ail his senses to the last : 
^^ he received the Holy Communion in company 
with his son and Lady Parker, Doctor Pearce 
and Mr. Clark, afterwards Sir Thomas and 
Master of the Rolls, which three last l^ft him 
at eight o'clock, and about ten that night he 
asked, if his Physician was gone. Being told 
'^ that he was, he replied, * and I am going too ; 
^^ but I will close my eyelids myself,' which ac- 
'^ . cordingly he did, and died in a few moments 
^* afterwards, on April 22, 1732, iEt 64. 

'^ This was the end of this great and good 
^'^ man, who, during all the time that. Doctor 
*^ Pearce had' the happiness of knowing him; 
'^ seemed to him to live under a constant sense of 
*' religion as a Christian : at his hours of leisure, 
'^ reading and studying the holy Scriptures, more 
** especially after his misfortunes bad nqmoVed 
'Vhim from Ae business and fatigued of his of-^ 
f * fice as Chancellor.*' 

JBut it is time to return to Dr. Pearce. ^^ When 
'' he was Vicar of St Martin's, Lord Sundon was 
f^ one of his Parishioners, and one of the Mem- 
f^ bers .of Parliament for Westminster. These 
*' two circumstances brought them acquainted 
together, and that Lord sometimes invited him 
to dinner. This produced aq acquaintance 

*^ likewise 
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^* likewise with Lady Sundon, at that time thought 
to be the great favourite of Queen Caroline^the 
wife of King George the Second. Doctor 
*^ Pearce bad the good luck to be soon in the good 
^< ^ces of Lady Sundon, and she often men- 
^^ tipned her good opinion of him to the Queen^ 
^^ who^ upon that recommendation, had designed 
" him for a Deanery. In the year 1737, Doctor ^ 
Herring, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was nominated to the See of Bangor, and it was^ 
intended he should quit his Deanery of Roches- 
^' ter and hold his Rectory of Blechingley in com^ 
" mendam with his Bishopric, and that Doctor 
^^ Pearce should succeed him in the Deanery. 
*' Sir Robert told this to Doctor Hare, then Bi- 
^* shop of Chichester, and he came immediately 
*^ from Sir Robert to Dr. Pearce's house, in St. 
'^ Martin's Church-yard, and informed him of 
^^ what Sir Robert had said, and, very kindly ex-^ 
pressed his satisfaction in being able to be the 
bearer of the news. Doctor Pearce was ready 
to accept it, ' and accordingly thought that he 
'^ might depend upon his being promoted to that 
'^ dignity ; but the scrae was soon changed, and 
Doctor Herring obtained ieave to hold the 
Deanery instead of the Rectory, in commendam, 
^ with the Bishopric of Bangor. 

" The gracious Queen also honoured him with 
^< her conversation at her Drawing-room. One 

t c ? " day 
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*^ day at that place, in the ab<yfev mentioned year, 
<< 1737, she asked him, if he had rctad the pam- 
'^ pblets published by Dr. Stubbing and Mr. 
^ Forster apoa the sort of heretics meant bySt. 
^^ Paul; whom, in Titus iii. 10, 1 1, he represents 
'^ as setf-condemiled* ' Yes, Madam,' nepUed 
^' the Doctor, ^ I have read all the pamphlets 
*^ written by them on both sides of the question/ 
^V^ Well,' said the Queen, * which 6f the two-do 
^ you think to be in that right?' The Doctor re- 
^^ plied, * I cannot bay, M^am, which of the two 
*'^ is in the right ; but I think that both of them 
*f are in the wrqog/ She smiled and said, ^ then 
'^ Tvhat is your opinion of that tei^t ?' ' Madcmi,' 
'^ said the Doctor, * it would take up more timtt 
^* than your Majesty can spare at this Drawing- 
^^ room, for me to give my opinion and the rea- 
^* sons of it; but if your Majesty should be 
'^ pleased to lay your commands upon me, you 
^* shall know my sentiments of the matter in ^e 
'^ next Sermon which I shidl have the honour^ to 
^^. preach before his Majesty.' ^Pray do then/ 
'* said the Queen, and Doctor Pearce acccnrd^ 
'^ ingly made a Sermon on 1J)at text; .but the 
** Queen died in the November following, which 
^' was a month before his turn of preaching came 
'* about 

/^ Soon after this discourse with h^, andoa 
^* out of her Prawing-room days, she inquired of 

\ , " Doctor 

I 
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** Doctor Pearce, how Doctor LdckjreFy the 
^^ thea Dean of Peterborough, did; for she 
** had heard, that he was dying. Doctor Pearce 
" toM her, that all his danger was over, and that 
•* he was now upon the recovery. ^ Well,' said 
*• she, * if he had died, I can tell you, that his Ma- 
** jesty intended you to be his successor/ I 
*^ thanked her Majesty, and there was an end of 
*' that conversation. She afterwards, as Doctor 
V Pearce was well intbrmed, recommended the 
*^ Doctor to be thought of by Sir Robert, when- 
" ever a Deanery should become vacant, which 
"** should be worth his acceptance ; and Sir Ro« 
** bert remembered her recommendation accord- 
^^ ingly, though she was dead befbre such a va« 
eancy happened. 

In the year 1739, the Deanery of Wells be- 
** catne vacant, arid Doctor Pearce, who knew 
that Sir Robert had expresi&ed his inclinations to 
serve him in such a way, waited upon him one 
day at his Levee tp put himself in the way, and 
** in the thoughts of that Minister of Stat^. He 
*' there catne up to him, and said, * Doctor 
** Pearce, what brings you here ?' " He might well 
" say so ; for it was the first time thdt he had ever 
" aj)peared at his Levee. *Sir,' said the Doctor, * I 
" come to pay my respects to you.' * Then,^'said 
^* Sir Robert, *' don't come any more here, for I 
*^ will see you at any other time/ Accordingly 
^' Doctor Pearce went to no more of his Levees j 

" but 
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^^ but about a fortnight afterwards, he waited upon 
** him at his house between eight and nine o'clock 
** in the morning, was admitted to him, and told 
<' him thattiie Deanery of Wells being vacant, he 
** hoped for his favour to recommend him to his 
^* Majesty. Sn^ Robert expressed his good 
^' opinion of him in a kind manner; but added, 
*' * thsit the Members of Parliameat for Wells, 
^* and several others of the town, had been with 
^^ with him ; that nothing but election-work ran 
^^ in their heads, and that they had pressed him 
** not to give that Deanery, except to oae who 
'' would assist them at elections/ He then 
" stopped and looked stedfastly at Doctor Pearce, 
<* who replied, * that he must leave it wholly to 
" him/ * Well,' said he,, * I will then consider fur- 
*^ ther of it/ 

" About this time Mr. Pulteney spoke to Sir 
" Robert in the House of Commons, where, 
though he was then in the height of opposition 
to him and his measures/ he always sat upon 
the same bench, and the very next to him* * Sir 
" Robert,' said he,. * I have a favour to ask of 
*• you.* * O my good friend, Pulteney,* re- 
** plied Sir Robert, * what favour can you have to 
*• ask of me?' * It is,' said Mr. Pulteney, * that 
^* Doctor Pearce may not suflfer i^ his prefer- 
" ment for' being my friend' * X promise you,' 
^^ said Sir Robert, * that he shall not/ * Why 
<* then^' 5aid Mr. Pulteney, * I hope, tha,t you will 
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" him the Deanery of Wells, which is now va- 
*^ cant' * No/ replied Sir Robert, * I cannot pro- 
*' mise you that for him.' This generous regard, 
'^ on both sides, for Doctor Pearce, did not come 
** to his knowledge till some years afterwards. 

" The Deanery of Wells was however kept va- 
^' cant five or six months, and, before it was be- 
^' stowed upon any Clergyman, tiie Deanery of 
" Winchester became vacant, by the death of 
** Doctor Nailor ; and almost as soon as it was 
" known, Sir Robert acquainted Archbishop 
*^ Potter, who was on a visit to him at his house, 
** the next morning, that his Majesty had named 
" Doctor Pearce for that Deanery. The Arch* 
^* bishop, out of his great good will to Dr. Pearce, 
" came directly to him in St. Martin's Church-* 
** yard, and informed him of what Sir Robert had 
** said to him, and congratulated him upon the 
'* occasion. 

^* In the year 1739, Doctor Pearce was ap- 
" pointed Dean of Winchester, and instituted 
♦* into it August the 4th, of that year. Till that 
*' Deanery was disposed of, the Deanery of Wells 
*^ was not given away ; and by this means, what* 
** ever promise Sir Robert had made to the 
^^ Queen, he had made it in some degree good, as 
'^ pr. Pearce bad the ^rst Deanery bestowed 
^* upon him, the vacancy c^ which had been filled 

'' up 
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^^ Up Ofii Sir R6bei:t'j recommendfttiAn after bet 
^* Mftjesty's dteatb. 

, '^ As soon fts it ^a^ known ti>aft Dr. Fearce 
** was to be the D^an of Wnichesttof , bis friend 
" Mr. Pwhcney came to cofngrathldte hiuri Oft that 
• ^ oecasion ; and among other things ' whkb be 
*' (ban said, one was, ' Doctor Pearce^ though 
•* yon may think that others besides Sir Robert 
•* bdvc coniribnted to get you this dignity, yet 
^' yoti may depend upon it, that h^ is all in ally 

V and that yoftt owe it entirely to his good will to^ 

V wards jfou. And therefore as I amnow soeiv 
^^ gaged in opposition to hiai; it may happen tbak 
** sofne tvho aie of our party, may, if there should 
** be any opposition for Members of Parliamenl 
** at Winchester, prevail upon me to desire you 
^ to act there In assistance of some friend of ours | 
^^ and Sir Eobert> at the same time, may asb 
^' yoqr assistance in the election for a friend of h» 
^^ own against one whooi we recommend. I tell 
!* jwl; therefore, before-hand^ that if you comply 
^ #ith thy request rather than with Sir Robert s, 
^^ to whom you are so very much obliged, I shall 
^* have the worse opinion* of you/ Could any 
*^ thing b^ more g^erous tc th6 Dean, as a friend,' 
'^ ok" to Sir Robert) to wbon^ in otlier respects, ho 
f was a declared dppot)!ent? 

^^ In 0ife yi*r 1741>.. Mri Pttlteney^ with those 
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^\ of bis- party, bad «o &r prevailed in the House 
of ComoioDs^ that Sir Robert frankly declared 
to bis Majesty, that he could no longer be of 
'' sufficient service to his Majesty in that House^ 
*^ and tberefore desired a disnnission from ail bis 
'^ State employments* In consequence of this a 
'* message was brought to Mr. Pulteney by the 
^^ late Duke of Nev^cadtte and the Lord Chancel- 
lor Hardwicke frdin the Kifig, signifying 
' that he was willing to place all Sir Robert's 
employments cr»d powers in his hands; but 
with this condition only, that Sir Robert should 
*^ be soreened from all future resentments on ac^ 
^- count of the share which he had in the publia 
'* affairs/ Thisr condition Mr. Pulteney utterly 
^' rejected, and in two or three days the same 
'^ noble persons came to Mr. Pulteney again with 
f^ a second message from the King, signifyinj^ 
*^ that ' the oiSer made to himi as mentioned be« 
*^ fore, should be made good without that condi- 
^ tion/ He consulted his friends, and by their 
f^ advice he accepted of what his Majesty had so 
'^ graciously offered to him, declaring at the same 
*^ that be was determined to fill no post himself^ 
'^ b^ to serve bis friends in recommending to his 
♦* Majesty such of them as he thought proper te 
^' be placed in the great de^artcAents of the admi- 
^* niiBtratioB. Only he d^ired to have the. ho*' 
^^ »our of bek)^ one of the Cabki6t Council. Ac^ 

" cofdingly 
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•• cordmgly Sir Robert resigned all, and some of 
•* Mr. Pulteney^s friends werp nominated to the 
** chief of the great employments in Government, 
^* be himself being contented to be one of the Ga^ 
'* binet Council. It is well known how he lost all 
'^ his weight a6 a Minister of State within a few 
** months* 

Bujt the Dean of Winchester was from the 
beginning of his short Ministry vcry.freiquently 
with him. Dining with him one day, be met 
Colonel Grimes^there, who said, when they three 
were alone, * now, Mr. Pulteney, I hope that 
you will make your friend Doctor Pearce a 
Bishop/ • Pray, Colonel,* said the Dean, 'ask 
favours for yourself, I trouble Mr. Pulteney for 
none.' Mr. Pulteney made no answer to the 
Colonel; but a Bishopric being soon beconie 
^ vacant, Mr. Pulteney, as has since been made 
** known to the Dean, proposed to the Cabinet 
Council, that the Dean should be recommended 
to his Majesty. To this the Duke of New- 
castle objected, saying, ' that it was already 
engaged ; but that upon another vacancy, the 
^' Dean should be considered;' blit that c(Hisi- 
*' deration did not take place till some years 
" after. 

" December the 7th, 1774, Dean Pearqe wm 
^ elected Prolocutor of the Lower House of Con* 
*• vocation for the province of Qmterbury j |hfi 

** Archbishop 
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** Archbishop having signified to some of its 
** Members, that the choice of him would be 
^^ agreeable ta his Grace. All the while he was 
y Prolocutor, he attended the House io King 
*^ Henry the Seventh's Chapel every day, to which 
** it stood prorogued. He always gave previous 
'^ notice of the day of meeting in the Daily Ad« 
<< vertiser, and engaged some of his acquaintance 
^^ among the Members, who lived in or near town, 
to be present there: he read the Latin Litany 
as soon as they were met ; and while he waited 
with them in the Chapel till the Archbishop's 
Schedule came down for proroguing the Gonvo^ 

cation to another day, he invited all who were 

• 

present, with the two Actuaries, to dine with him 
'^ at his bouse in St Martin's Church-yard, whidi 
^^ they generally did. If this method had been 
^^ observed by the Prolocutors stince, more of the 
*^ face of a Convocation would have been seen. ' 

'* In the year 1 746, Archbishop Potter being 
*^ then alone with Dean Pearce one day at Lam-* 
*^ beth, said to him, ' Mr. Dean, why do net yoa 

to try eng£^e your friend, Lord Bath, to get you 

made a Bishop?' * My Lord,' sAid the Deaii^ 
^* ' I am extremely obliged to your Grace for your 
<< good opinion of me, and for your kind intentions 
^^ in my favour ; but I have never spoken to hini 
^^ on that subject, nor ever thought of doing so^ 
^^ though, I believe, that he i^ould do what, lies in 

'' his 
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^* b» power; but I will tell your Grace very 
^ fraakly, tiiat I have no thoughts of any Bi- 
^^ shopric. AH that I hfave in view i^ this; I am 
" now Dean of Winche^r, and that Deatiery is 
" worth upwards of 6001. a year ; my Vicarage 
^ of Si Martin's is about 5001. a^year, and this 
^^ last I dhould be glad of an oppoftuiiity of re- 
^ s^ingi on account of the gr^kt trouble and 
f^ Kltle leistire which iso large a Parish gives me : 
** but if I should out-Bve itiy father, who is up- 
^ wards erf eighty years old, I shall come to his 
^* estate, being his eldest son, which will enable 
^ me to resign my Vicarage ; and the profits of 
^ the Deanery alone, with my father's estate Will 
^ ttjake toe quite contented/ iTbe Archbishop 
^* smiled and said, * Well, if yoii will not help 
*• yoarself, your friends must do it for you/ Ac- 
^* cofdingly he ^pofee to the Earl of Bath, and 
Ibej two^ as Dean Pearce has beard since, 
agreed to try what they could cfo to make the 
" Dean of Winchester a Bishop. A Bishopric 
" becoming vacant soon after, while King George 
" the Second was at Hanover, his Grace wrote a 
** Letter to the Secretary of State, who was there 

if 

" with his Majesty, recommending Dr. Pearce 
" with fobr others, as proper persons fot his Ma- 
" jesty to nominate one of Aem to the vacancy ; 
*^ but this recomm^dation had no efiect in favour 
^ of mj one of them, nor was^thit application of 

«the 
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*^ the Arcbbish«ip i^mvvd^ to Dean Pea^€e> till «ftc?r 
" tbe dwtifekof ^fe^ Arqbbishope who died in 174?, 

** Iq 1748, the Bistoprip of Bangor becciuie 
*^ T^hcaot by the traaslattba of Dr. Huttoa ffom 
** ti» See of Baugpr to thftt of York. The Dpan 
** was tibea at Winchester, ^ rec^iv^ tlierfe a 
^^ ktler ftom Mdr. Clark, ^e^:wards Sir Thoaias 
** aai Master of the BpUs, wiforpiog faim, liiat 
^^ Xi>rd Chawellor Qsmdwicke ivi^lied to see I>eaii 
*^ PeniK^e thought of oo that oceaaion^ aod that 
'^ he hoped t^e Deaa would ans:9ter Mr. Clavke'^ 
*^ letter io auch a way as when seen, .might be.ap^ 
^' piiQVfd ;of by the Ministry* I^ean Fearce an^ 
aweijed^tbe letter with Kknowledgtiients c^'lhe 
lEYQur thou^t of for him; but assAiring Mf. 
" Clark, who, as he perceived, was to cont«- 
*^ .mBnicaie the answer to Lord Hardwicke, that 
^' * be had long had no thoughts of desiric^ % 
" Kshopric, and that he was felly satisfied wiA 
"bis. situation in the Church; and that as to the 
** Min^sto^yi he was always used tao think as' fa- 
" wurably of them as they, could wish him to dd, 
** baying: never opposed any of tiie public noea- 
^Vsuces, nor designing so to do.' In truth 
^^ the Dean bad then fixed upon a resdlii* 
" tion to act no otherwise than as he had toldthd 
^^ Archbishop . he should do, upoii his father'^ 
^ death. The Dean received no answer to this 
^* letter written to. Mr, Clack^ :aiid he thought; 

"that 
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^ that there was an end of that otiatter. About ^ 
'^ fortnight after this^ the Dean went up to his 
^* Parish in Westminster; but in his way thither; 
'^ lay one night at his father's house, in Little 
Ealing, near Brentford ; where the next morn- 
ing early, a letter was brought to him from the^ 
** Duke of Newcastle by one of his Grace's ser- 
^^ vants, signifying, that his Grace had his Ma* 
^ jesty's order to make the Dean of Winchester 
an offer of the Bishopric of Bangor, and desir- 
ing to see him at the Cockpit the next day at 
** twelve o'clock. The Dean sent by the servant 
*' a proper answer to the letter, - promising to at- 
^^ tend him at^ the place and time appointed. 
^' Accordingly he waited upon him, when with 
*' many kind expressions to the Dean, Ae Duke 
^ signified the gracious offer of his Majesty which 
^' he had the order to make to him. : The Dean 
<< asked his Grace whether he might be permitted 
** to hold his Deanery of Winchester in cam-- 
^ mmdam with Bangor, to which the answer was^ 
^' ^ no ;' but that he might hold the Vicarage of 
" St. Martin's with it. The Dcfan said, * that he 
'^ was desirous to quit the Living, which was 
^\ troublesome to him, and would be more so; as 
" he was growing in years ; but if that could not 
^' be indulged him, be rather, chose to continue in 
'^ his present situation.' The Duke used some 
^^ arguments to persuade the Dean to accept of 
*^ the o^r with a commmdam to hold the Living. 

« He 
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^* He could not however prevail with the Deaa 

^ any farther, than that be would take three days 

** time to consider of it During that time the 

^* Dean bad brought his father and Lord Bath to 

^^ consent, that he might decline to accept of that 

f* Bishopric i^itbout their displeasure; but be* 

*^ fore the Dean saw the Duke a second time, 

^^ Lord Hardwicke, then Chancellor sent for hiin, 

^' and desked him to be, without fail, at his house 

*^ that evening. He went, and Lord Hard wicke told 

*^ faini, that he found by the Duke of Newcastle^ 

^^ that he Imd made difficulties about accepting 

the Bishopric which was so graciously offf^ned 

him. The Dean gave his Lordship an account 

of all that had passed between the Duke and 

liim; upon which his Lordship used moaay ar<- 

^^ guments with the Dean to induce him to accept 

^ the offer, as intended. Among other things, he 

^* said ; ' if Clergymen of learning and merit will 

'^ not accept of the Bishoprics^ how can the Mi-' 

^ nisters of State be blamed, if they are forced to 

*^vfill them with others less deserving?' Tlic 

^' Dean was struck with that question, and had 

^^.' nothing ready in his thoughts to reply to it. He 

'' there&re promised Lord Hardwicke to consent 

'^ the next day, when he was to see the Duke of 

'* Newcastle. ' Well then,' said Lord Hard- 

'' wicke, * when you consent, do it with a good 

** grace.' The Dean promised to do that too, 

"and 
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** aiMi aocordin^y h^ d/edifired to the 0Qke, tlie 
f' next day, bis ready aoceptanoe of hb Majesty's 
*^ offer, with s^cb acknawledgments cdT the lioyai 
^^ ^odness as are prop^ on the occaaion ; and on 
^ February SI, J74iii, he w^ consecrated BJsbop 
of Bangor. He baa since been well informed, 
that Lord Batli, upon the first news of Dr. Hut- 
ton's being .deaigned to be cecnoved &om 
^* Bangor to York, wf ote a letter to the Duke of 
^ NeMTcastie, remindicig him of l|is .pfMoise in 
'^ 174 1 1 that Doctor Pearoe sbookl be considered 
^ upon another vacancy of a Bishopric, and pres* 
^ sing him ta make good his pcomise now. What 
^ effect, or whetberaay, that letter bad to. bdng 
^ the event about, can ne?er be kaow^i. 

^' In tise year^ I75&y the Buslbop o£ Qangorbe- 
^ ing.with Archbishop Herring at CwoyAm, m^ 
^ walking wkb him in his garden, be sidd, ^ aaj 
^* Lord, you knoir, that the Bishop of Roqbeater, 
** Dr. Wifcocfcs> is very ill and probqrfbily wiE not 
^^ live long : will you accept of bi& Bisbopri^ apd 
*^ the Deanery of Westminster, ia excbftflge ifor 
^* your^s of Bangor ?' The Bisbop. eiocused hipa^ 
" self, and told him* plainly, ^ thai; bis father being 
" dead, and his estate coma to. hkn, |ie bad oaw 
^^ nothing in view, bat to beg his M^^stjr'a leam 
^^ to ce^gn the See of Bangor, and to retire to a 
'^ private life, in the year 1757; that so long he 
'^ w&s contented tocondnue in the possessioa of 

"the 
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" the Bishopric of Bangor ; but that then he de- 
" signed to try if he could obtain leave to re- 
" sign, and live upon his private fortune/ The 
** Archbishop replied ; * I doubt whether the 
^ King will grant it, or that it can be done/ A 
" second time, at another visit there, he men- 
^^ tioned the same thing, and a second time the 
'* Bishop gave much the same answer. But in a 
** short time after, upon another visit, when the 
*^ Archbishop mentioned it a third time, he added, 
* my Lord, if you will give me leave to try 
what I can do to procure you this exchange, t 
promise you not to tak^ it amiss of you, if you 
refuse it, though I should obtain the^ offer for 
** you/ * This is very generous in your Grace/ 
^^ said the Bishop, ^ and I cannot refuse to con- 
^ sent to what you propose to do/ 

" Sometime after; in the same year (the Bishop 
'* of Rochester declining very fast) the Duke of 
" Newcastle sent to the Bishop of Bangor, and 
" desired to see him the next dfty. He went to 
^ him; and the Duke informed him, that he wai» 
" told, that the Chancellorship of Bangor was 
'^ then vacant, and he pressed the Bishop so much 
^' to bestow it upon whom he had to recommend, 
** that the Bishop consented to comply with bis 
'^ request/ * Well, my Lord,' said the Duke, 
" now, I have another favor to ask of you/ 
*^ * Pray, my Lord Duke,' said the Bishop; 
*^ what is that?' •* Why,' said the Duke, * it. 
TOLii, Dd [* *is^ 
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is, that you will accept of the BisbQptic of RcK 
Chester and Deanery of Westminster in ex- 
change for Bangor, in cj^sq thepiesent Bishop of 
Kochester should die?* ' My tord/ ^aid the 
Bishop, ' if I had thoughts of exchanging my^ 
Bishopric, I should prefer what yOii mention 
before any othe^j dignities/ ' That is rv)t/ said 
the Duke,' * an answer to my question ; will you 
accept theni in exchange, if they are pffered to 
you?' ^ Your Grace offers th^m to, me,' said 
the Bishop,' * in so generpus and friendly a 
manner, that I promise you to accept them.* 
" Here the conversation ended, and Doctor 
Wilcocks dying in the beginning of the year 
17561 the Bishop of Bangor was promoted to 
the Bishopric of Rochester and Deanery of 
Westminster very soon after in 1756, 
" October the 25th, in 176O, his Majesty King 
*' George the Second died, and his present Ma-. 
" jesty King George the Third succeeded him : 
'' he had been from a child familiarised to tho 
" conversation of Lord Bath (his father, Frede* 
" ric Princfit of Wales, having always been fpnd 
'^ of that Earl) and at his coming to the Crown 
" on his grandfather's decease, he always allowed 
^^ the Earl access to him^ and was pleaded with 
<* his visits, his conferences with him in his clQ^t, 
*' and the adviceis whipb be gave tQ hin^ on ci^- 
'^ tain occasions, even to the time of tim^ Earl's 
^' death; l^ing sensible t^%t no one^ though bo 
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* 

^ was hi no employment under his Majesty, was 
*' me to have been your competitor for the Bi- 
^ better able, or more free from all party bias, to 
*' instruct and direfct him what steps to take upion 
•* important occurrences. 

** In the latter end of the year \ 7*61, died Dr^ 
**"Shert6ck, Bishop of London, and* upon his 
^ death, lord Bath spoke to the Bishop of Ro* 
^ Chester, and offered to use his endeavours with 
" his Majesty for appointinjg the Bishop of Ro- 
" Chester to succeed him; and many though^ 
** that he had long had a view to that eminent 
** See, as he had for seven years before that Pre- 
^ lateM death ordained all candidates for holy or- 
•* ders in his diocese, and done other business for 
*^ him, who, through age and bodily infirmities, 
^ was whoHy disabled to do most parts df his 
^ office in person. The Bishop thanked Lord 
*^ Bath for his kind intentions, but told him, that 
'^ from the earliest time that he could remember 
^* himself to have considered about Bishoprics, he 
" had determined never to accept of the Bi- 
" shopric of London or the Archbishopria of Can- 
" terbury ; and that he begged his Lordship not 
'" to make any applicatioii on his behiilf for the 
*' vacant See of London. It was soOn afterwards 
**' filled by Dh Hayter, translated to it from !bfor- 
** wich; to whotn, whien be w&s oile day upon 
*' a visit at the Bishop of Rodjester's, the Bi^q|t 
** saia^ • I hope, njy Lord, ' IB^ you dbtft thank- 
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•/ me to have been your conopetitor fot tli6 Bf* 
" shopric of Londoru' He replied, * No ; iny 
*^ l^rd Bath has told me, that lie offfered you hift 

V interest towards getting it, but that you would 
" not permit him to try it/ Dr. Hityter died in 
" 1766, a«d Dr. Osbaldiston succeeded him; 
" but he djied too in about a twelvemonth after- 

V wards ; . and then Lord Bath said to the Bishop 
" of Rocheater, ' I desire to know wfaetlier you 
** will or not:Qccept of London, if offered to you? 
" If you will I believe that I can get it for you/ 

V What reason he had for believing, he never ex- 
plained to the Bishop of Rochester; but the 
Bishop's, reply was this; * my Lord, I thank 

V you yery-heartily for tii)is. instance of your kind- 
" ness; but. I desire you not to apply for my 
*^ having it; because I shall certainly decUne to 
*/ aecep^ it, and in that case, the offer will be 
*^ xleemed a favour granted to you, though it will 
V. have no effect with nae/ 

" In the year 17S3, the Bishop of Rochester 
** being then seventy-three years oFd, and finding 
V' h^nself less fit. for the business of his station, as 

V Bisliop and Dean, informed his friend ^Ifprd 
." Bath of his intention to resign both, and live in 
." a retired manner upon his own private fortune, 
y. And sifter much discpurse upon that subject, at 

V different times, he prevailed upon his Lordship 
^' at last to acquamt jiis Majesty with his inten*^ 
" . tentiqp, and Jto d^aire, in the Bishop's uame 

• •' •■ '^ ' ^. T 

••* » «^ « 
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^'the honour of a private iaacKence'ffipm^birM 
^ jesty for that purpose.- - Lord TBath (fid soj eMid 
** bis Majesty nartled a day and* hour, wheo the 
*^ Bishop went and was admitted alone into his 
" closet. He there made known his request to 
" his Majesty, and acquainted him with the 
'^ grounds of it, telling him, that he had no mo- 
*' tive for resigning his Bishopric and Deanery 
'* from dislikes which he had to any thing in the 
" Church or State ; that being of the age before 
'^ mentioned, he found the business belonging to 
" those two stations too much for him, and that 
" he was afraid, that it would still grow much 
** more so, as he advanced in years ; that he was 
" desirous to retire for the opportunity of spend- 
^* ing more time in his devotions and studies, and 

« 

" that he was in the same way of thinking with a 
" General Officer of the Emperor' Charles the 
^* Fifth, who, when he desired a dismission frona 
'" that Monarch's service, and the Emperor asking 
" the reason of it, answered, * Sir, every wise 
** man would, at the latter end of life, wish to 
^\ have an interval between the fatigues of busi- 
'^ ness and irternity.' The Bishop then shewed 
** him in a "written paper instances of its having 
'' b^n done at several times; and concluded 
•** with telling his Majesty, that he did not expect 
** or desire an 'immediate answer to his request; 
^* but rather that his Majesty would first consult 
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*^ some pro||«r pcrsous anaong his Servants about 
V the propriety arid legality of it This the King 
" conscnteci to do, and told the Bishop, that he 
^' would liend for him again, when he was como 
" ^0 a determination. About two months aft^r-^ 
*• wards he s^nt for the Bishop and told him, that 
,** he had consulted about it with two of his law- « 
** yers ; that one of them, Lord Mansfield, saw no 
^* objeciion to the resignation of the Bishopric and 
" Deanery ; b|it that the other said, he was dpubt- 
" ful about the practicability of resigning a Bi- 
/* sbopric ; but that however the same lawyer, 
*^ Lwd Northington, soon afterwards had told 
** him, that upon farther considering tlie matter, 
" he thought the request might be complied with. 
^^ • Am I then, Sir,' said the Bishop, * to suppose 
** that I have your Majesty's consent ?' * Yes,* 
*^ gaid the King. * May I then Sir,' said the Bi* 
*^ shop, * have the honour of kissing your band as 
•^ a token of your consent r' Upon that the King 
^^ held out his hand, and the Bishop kisaed it 

*< So far all went agreeably to the Bishop's in- 
^^ clination. Consept was given, and in such a 
** manner as is seldom recalled ; it being, as Lord 
- * Bath eicpressed it, a sort of engagement* 

" But unfortunately for the Bishop, Lord B»th^ 

^* as soon as he heard of the Kijog s consent be- 

^* ing given, requested him to give the Bi^bc^pric 

;♦* and Deanery, which were to be resigned,, to 

^} pootor Newton, then Bishop of Bristol. This 

^ alai^med 
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^ alarmed the Ministry^ who thought, Iw other 
** Ministers had done before them, that no digni- 
** ties in the Church should be obtained from the 
" Crotvn ; but through their hands. They there- 
'' fore resolved to oppose the resignation, &s the 
'^ shortest way of keeping the Bishopric from be- 
** ing dii^posed of dtherwisc than they liked : and 
^ the lawyer, who had been doubtful, and who 
'^ ^oon after had been clear, vf&s eittployed to in* 
'* form his Majesty that he was then again doubt- 
^^ fill, and that the Bishops generally disliked th$ 
'* design. His Majesty upon this sent again, but 
** at some distance of time, to the Bishpp of Ro- 
'^ Chester, and at a third audietice in fai^ closet 
^' told him, that he must think no more about re* 
** signing the Bishopric ; but that he would have 
** all the merit of having doftc it. The Bishop 
'^ t^I^liedj * Sir, 1 am all duty and submission/ 
*^ and then withdt-ivi^. 

in the ytAt i7^4y Lord Bath, about ten 
days 1)efore his death, had the Idst discourse 
^ with the Bishop on this subject, ahd he seeme4 
'* to be much concerned about the Ministerial 
" usage, which his Majesty, his Lordship, ahd the 
** Bishop bad met with. That Lord had theri a 
^* great c61d upon him. The Bishop dihed virith 
" hito however^ find it was the last time that he 
^* saw him ; his cold bringing on a feVer, which 
** ' soon made him delirious, in which state be tey 
'' till he expired^ July the 7tb, 176*4* 
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^^ N. B. Me was born March the SSd; 1684> as 
^^ appears by the Register of St. Martin s Parisbr 
. ^^ If it was 1684-5, then he difed in the eightieth 
f ^ year of his age ; but his funeral ring says eighty- 
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. " Thus died that great and worthy man, Wil- 
^* liam Pulteney Earl of Bath, descended frcHn a 
" very ancient family (the De Pulteney *s, who, I 
^- thinks came to England with the Norman Duke» 
f^ William). He was by iuheicitance and prudent 
f ^ oeconomy possessed of a very large estate, out 
" of which he yearly bestowed, contrary to the 
f ' opinion of those who were less acquainted with 
^' him, in charities and* benefactions morie than a 
^' tenth part of his whole income. He was a firm 
^^- friend to the established religion of his country, 
^^ and free from alt the vices of the age even in 
^' his youth. He constantly amended the public 
^^ worship of God, and all the^ offices of it in his 
V Parish Church, while his health. permitted it; 
f * and when his great age and, infirmities ^ pre« 
*^ vented him from so doing, he supplied that de- 
** feet by daily reading over the Morning Service 
*' of the Church before he came out of his bed- 
*' chamber. That he had quick and lively parts, 
^* a fine head and sound judgment, the many 
*' things, which, be published occasionally, &uf&- 
<^ ci^ntly. testify. He had twice, chiefly by his 
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*^ own personal' weight, overturned tbe Ministry, 
^* viz. 1741, 1745, though be kept not in power 
^* long at each of those great evet^, which was 
^' occasioned by his adhering to hb resolution of 
^ . not filling any place of profit or honour iq the 
** Administration ; and by some other means leas 
*^ creditable, to his associates than to himself 
*\ which the writer of this amount is well ac^ 
'' quainted with. The Bishop of Rochester had 
^^ lived near forty years in friendslup with him; 
'^ and^ for a great part of those years, in an inti* 
'* macy with him. In bis life time he made hhn^ 
'^ among other presents, that of a very fine por- 
^^ trait of him, drawn by Mr. Hoare of Bath, and, 
" at his death, he bequeathed to him ^n emerald 
** ring of considerable value, in the following 
'^ words : M bequeath to the Bishop of -Rochester 
" my emerald ring, which I desire him to wear ia 
^^ memory of a friend who truly esteemed him.** 

This ring was bequeathed by Bishop Pearce^ 
with tbe same affection, and in tbe very same 
words, to Doctor John Thomas, whp, on his resig- 
nation, succeeded him in the Deanery ; and, at 
his death, according to his most earnest wish, in 
the Bishoprick. 

'^ In the year. 1768, the Bishop of Rochester,^ 
^^ haying first obtained his Majesty's consent, re* 
f* signed bi^ Deanery pf Westminster upon Mid- 
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*' sammer-day^ which he had held for tw^re 
^ yeard^ and which was nearly double io point 0t 
*^' inebtne to bid Biabopric, which he wai^ obliged 
'* to retaifi. A^ Dean of that Church, he had 
^ installed twelve Knights of the Bath in I76I : 
^ he bad tlie hon<Mir of a^sitttng in the eeremohies 
'^ of crowning his (>vesent Majasty^ and the me^ 
^ }aficho]y (rffice of performing the funeral Ser« 
^ vice 6ver King George the Second^ and six dtber^ 
** 6f the Royftl Family. He had always given mord 
^ attention t6 the interests of that Society, wber^ 
*' bi WAS the- Dean, than to his i>wn ; and whett 
** he quitted it^ wbieh ^as without any conditions 
^* attending it/ he ^as succeeded in the Deanery 
^ by Dn Thdinais, who had been for many years 
" his Sub-D^an there, and i44ion> he favoured u6 
** farther towardi^ his getting it^ tiian by acquaint- 
** ing him some months before with his intention 
" of resigning it'' 

Thus for the course of his public and visible 
]}fe has been related by himself, and of a man ar- 
rived at his seventy-eighth year much cannot re* 
main to be told« Bellig disengaged from his 
Deanery he seemed to consider himself as freed 
from half his burthen, and with such vigour as time 
had left him, and such alacrity as religious hope 
eontintied to supply^ he prosecuted bis episcopal 
functions and private studies. 

In 
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4 In 1773, oo the 2Sd of Octoberi iti her 0even« 
(ieth year, died his wife^ with whom he }iad live4 
in great concord fifty-one vears* The ebildrea 
they had died very young, and her de{mrture made 
a void in his Ufe, which it was not pol^ible to sup^ 
ply. About a fortnight after her funeral he «Aiiie 
down into his hall, and lamented his l^ss in proper 
expressions of sorrow aqd respect, he ^okeofhef 
again in the evening, and from tbtt^ time tmn^ 
tioned her no more in his faoiily. 

A separation suffered at eighty-three is not 
likely to be long felt The Bishop,, in the same 
year, by too much diligence in his office,. ex<» 
bausted his strength beyond recovery. Having 
confirmed at Greenwich (October 1), seven hun- 
dred persons, he found himself neat day. unable 
to speak, and never regsuned his former re^dinesd 
of utterance. He languished from that time, hi$ 
enimal strength gradually deserted him, h» para- 
lytic complaint increased, and his power of swal- 
lowing was almost lost. Being asked by one of 
his family, w^ho constantly attended him, how he 
could live with so little nutriment, " I live," said 
be, " upon the recollection of an innocent and well 
" spent life, which is my only sustenance/' After 
some months of lingering decay, he died at Little 
Ealing, the 29th of June, 1774, in his eighty- 
fourth y^ar, and was buried by ti$ wife in the 

'' Church 
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Church of Bromley, in Kent, where a monument 
IB erected to his memory, with the following epitaph 
written by himself: « 

" In the South aisl^ lieth the body of Zachary 
'* Pearcc, D* f). wlio was made Rector of St 
'^ Bartholoinew^s behind the Royal Exchange, 
« London, Ma^ch M>, 1719-20; Vicar of St. Mar- 
" tift'fi in the Fields, Westminster, January 10, 
" 172*4; Dean of Wmchester, -August 4, 1739; 
** Prolocutor of the Lower House of Convocation, 
^ December 7, 174*4; Bishop of Bangor, .Fe- 
? bruary 21, 1747-8; Dean of Westminster, May 
** 4, 1756, and Bishop of Rochester, June 4^ 
" 1756. He resigned the Deanery of West- 
" minster June 24, 1768 ; and died in a comfort- 
able hope of (what was the chief aim of all his 
labours upon earth) the being promoted to a 
happier place in Heaven. 
".He was born Septembers; I69O, and died 
^ June.Sy, aged 84, 1774." 
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. A Ceoo|tapb likewise has been erected, on the 
South side, in Westminster Abbey, with the fol- 
lowing Inscription : 

• ' . M.S. • . 

Viri admodum Reverend! 

^^ Zacbarise' Pcarcei, S. T. P. . 

£pi6copi Roffensis, hujusque Ecclesias CoIIegiBtffi," 

* Nee non Honoratissimi Ordinis de Balneo/ ' 

DecaoL 

Fueriti^, in Scholi Westmonasteriensi^ ben^ actd/ 

Uberiorem Sciential Fructum 

Apud Cantabrigiensis coUegit. 

Quaotus ind^ et Critic us prodiit, et Theologus, 

Testantur Scripta ipsius jamdudum Edita, 

Testabuntur et mox edenda. 

Secessds, tandem, ac Otij impens^ cupidus ; 

Qu6 Sacris Literis elucidandis vacaret, 

Decanatum hunc abdicavit ; 
Episcopatum, insuper, mod6 Licuisset, 

Abdicaturus. 

Absoluto, demum, Quod praecipu^ in Votis erat. 

In Sacrosancta Evangelia, et Acta Apostolorum, 

Limatissimo Commentario, 

A Laboribus requievit, 

xxix Junij A.D. MDCCLXXIV .iEtat lxxxiv. 

W, Tyler, Sculpsit. 



Haying no childreq, be naturally made his bro- 
ther, William Pearce, Esq. his Heir and Executor- 

He 
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He bequeatbed hfe Library to the t)eart and 
Chapter of Westminster, except stlch booiS' a^ 
they had already. His manuscripts, with the 
books which should be left, he gave to his Chaplain 
the Reverend John Cterby. 

He left, by hk wiO, several legacies to private 
persons and to public charities ; but his principat 
legacy dainas particular mention. There 19 at 
Bromley in Kent, where the Bishops of Rochester 
have tfaeiv Palace, a College foiMided by Bishop 
Warner in 1665, for Twenty Widows of Clergy- 
men insufficiently provided for ; they are chosen, 
first, from the Diocese of Rochester, and, next to 
theni, the widows of incunibents in the Deanery 
of Shorebam, which is witbia the pecuGar jurisdic- 
tion of the Archbishop of Canterbury, are always 
to have the prefereace in every election. Th^ 
fabric is neat,, the apartments are commodious, 
and the condition of the inhabitants such as infers 
no degradation of civil rank. The revenue aar 
signed by &e founder was ia his time perhaps net 
ooly competent but liberal ; yet, by the alterations 
which the la;5t century has produced in the modes 
of life and the system of expence, what was then 
amipie iff now become scanty, and Bishop Pearce 
left five thousand pounds not to increase the 
number, but to advance the happiness of the so- 
ciety, by such an augmentation of revenue, as 
Blight rescue them from penury* In this charity 

there 



fkt&t h no ostentation.; bte; benefaetion scarcely 
contuiues bis name, but sinks silently into the an- 
dont fund, and tbo$e wbo shall enjoy the plenty 
nvhicfa it restores, willi ki a few years, hardly know 
to whom tbey owe it* • 

It may likewise be observed, that finding the 
Records of the Diocese of Rochester Ites comtao- 
diousiy^ and perhaps less safely kept for want of a 
proper Repository ; he, in 176R, built a Registry 
m tbM eity at his own expence. This was done at a 
time of life, at which many men survive their pub. 
lie spirit, but it did not appear from his conduct^ 
tbaft ugt had at all weakened fab natural and con- 
stant benevolence. 

$uch was the end of a man, who, in every part 
of bb life, distinguished himself by the virtues 
proper to bis station. The diligence of his early 
st«i(fie8 appeared by its effects ; he was first known 
to thsT public by philological learning, which 
ha tonttnued to cdhivate in his advanced age* 
Cicero de Oratore was published by him when he 
was Bachelor of Arts, and Cicero de Officiis when 
he was Dean of Winchester. The edition of Ci- 
eero undertaken by OKvet produced a correspon- 
dence between him and Dr. Pearce, in which 
Olivet expresses in terms of great respect his 
esteem of his learning, and his confidence in bis 
orlticism. One of his letters has been already in- 

sertedi 
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sertedi and it may be proper to add a passage fimdf 
bis Preface. 

*^ Zacbarias Pearctus^ anglus: qui tres de 
'' Oratore libros eoiendavit, ootisque iUostravit 
** anno mdccxvi. Hie ver6 laude dignisdimus, 
^* qii6d face^e cum bonis temperantibusque criticis 
<< maluit, qu^oi cum iis, qui TuUium Cantabr^i^ 
^^ turn decorare voluerunt. Quamvis eoim Bvnt- 
*^ leium suum laudibus vifleatiir ad coelum, extoUerey 
'^ non imitatur tamei^ ^equ^ unquam verecandii^ 
'^ fines transit: homo excelleiitis^ ut ingenit,'»c 
'' judicii, etk quo non nisi magaa expectes."' 

He did not confine bis attention to the iearaed 
languages : be was particularly studious of Mil^ 
ton's Poetry, and when. Dr/ Bentley publisbed his 
Ima^nary Emendations ofthe Parad^ Liost, wcote 
in opposition to them a full Vindicaticm oi the 
established Text. The book was publishedr in 
octavo, 1 7^3— it is now become scarce ; but mtmy, 
both of the conjectures and refutations, are pre- 
served, in tbe correct and very elegant edition of 
his learned and much esteemed friend| Dr« New* 
ton. 

In his domestic life he was quiet and placid, not 
difficult to be pleased, nor inclined to harass: bia 
attend£M3ts or inferiors by peevishness or caprice. 
This calmness of mind appeared in his wbda 
manner and deportment. His statqre was piUp 

his 
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his appearance venerable, and bis countenance 
expressive of benevolence. 

In his Parochial Cure he was punctually dili- 
gent, and very seldom omitted to preach. But bis 
Sermons bad not all the effect which he desired 
for his voice was low and feeble, and could not 
reafch the whole of a numerous Congregation. 
Those whom it did reach were both pleased and 
edified with the good sense and sound doctrine 
which he never failed to deliver. 

He published nine occasional Sermons and one 
against Self-murder^ and a Concio ad Clerum ; and 
though he wais far from being inclined to contro* 
versy, be was, notwithstanding, provoked to en- 
gage at one time with a violent, and ^ at another 
with an artful and designing adversary. 

In 1727 and 1728 appeared the infamous Pamlr 
pblet of Woolston, in which, says Dr. Pearce, he 
treated the nairacles without regard to truth and 
even the appearance of it, either in his criticisms,' 
or his reasonings, or his quotations. Against this 
writer, of whom charity must hope, that his ma- 
lignity was inflamed by madness, Dr. Pearce stood 
forth in defence of our holy xeligion. His per* 
formance has been often reprinted, and be was 
placed amongst the highest of those Divines, by 
whose labours Woolston's book was so evidently 
confuted, that infidelity itself seems now ashamed 
of it . 

VOL. I. E e In 
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In 1731 he had a ehcrrt contest with Dr. Mid- 
dleton. A Treatise called Scripture VindicftteA 
bad been written by Dr. Waterland, a roan with 
wiM)se merit the Church of England is well ac- 
quainted. This performance was oenaurod by 
Dr. Middleton in a Letter to Dr. Waterland, 
whom he names for the sake of offending him ; 
though he had iK>t put his nafne to Scripture Vio-» 
dicated, and though Middleton did not pot bU 
own name to the Letter. 

This Letter felling under tlie eye of Dr. Pearce, 
was examined by him with critical care, and iomid 
to abound with many falsehoods both ki the quo* 
tationa and bifitorical fecta, so many as to extort 
this severe reprehension : '' the reader will judge 
'^ how inconaistent such a proceeding is in one^ 
^^ who declares, as you do, page 46, that * k is &e 
^^ busioesa and study of your life in every inquity, 
' "' whether civil, natural, or religions, to search lor 
^* and embrace the truth ; or, where that is not 
^^ certainly to be had, what cornea the next to it^ 
'^ probability.' If this be true, you have the bu-' 
'^ aioesa of your life to go over again ; fer I hope 
^^ to convince you, that you have hardly made oao 
^* ori^ai quotation of an author ia his true 
** sense, very often in the sense most oppoi»te to. 
** hid true one; and have represented not only 
^ passes but facta too in so wrong a tight, that 

" whatever 



** whatever you searched for, it is plain you hive 
*** missed of truth/' 

Against this charge Dr. Middleton made a de- 
fence, by which Dr; Pearce was so little satisfied 
6r discouraged, that in his reply he writes with that 
confidence of victory which truth and justice na*- 
tutally assume* ** The reply, which I formerly 
** made to your letter, charged it with containing 
•* * many falsehoods both in the quotations and 
" historical facts, by which you endeavoured to 
^ weaken the authority of Moses/ To prove thi^ 
^ charge I produced fifteen quotations and two 
^ historical facts as falsely reported by you : to 
*' each of these ydii have answered distinctly, de- 
" nying the accusation to be well grounded in any 
^ histance, except one, to which you have pleaded 
" guilty. But I insist, Sir, upon it, that there i^ 
" nothing rashly advanced against you in my 
^ reply to your Letter ; and if in the following 
^ sheets I do hot clearly shew, that, notwithstand* 
'^ bg all the skill of your defence, every single iii- 
^ stance of falsehood charged upon you is made 
*' good; if I do not shew that the new quotations/ 
" which you have produced in the course of yOur 
" defence, are commonly of the same stamp with 
" the former ; if I do not shew that you generally 
" misrepresent the very words of my reply, and 
** then form an answer to what 1 never iSaid or 
[^ intended; I am content to pass for as low ai 

£ e S " creature 
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'^ creature in learning and reasoning,' as you» in 
'' aid of your arguments, have all along endea- 
** voured to represent me I" 

When he was advanced to the honours of epis<- 
copacy, he did not consider himself as placed in a 
state, that allowed him any remission from the la- 
bours of his Mijiistry. He was not hindered by 
the distance of Bangor from annually resorting to 
that Diocese (one year only excepted), and dis- 
charging his Episcopal duties there, to i753; after 
which, having suffered greatly from the fatigue of 
his last journey, he was advised, by his Physiciaa 
and Friend, the eminent and learned Dr. Heber- 
den, and prevailed upon not to attempt another. 

When he accepted the Bishopric of Bangor, he 
established in himself a resolution of conferring 
Welch Preferments or Benefices only on Welch- 
men ; to this resolution he adhered in defiance of 
influence or importunity. He twice gave away 
the Deanery, and bestowed many Benefices ; but 
always chose for his patronage the natives of the 
country, whatever might be the murmurs of his 
relations, or the disappointment of his Chaplains. 

The Diocese of Rochester, whieh he obtained 
about nine years afterwards, conjoined, as has 
been for some time usual, with the Deanery of 
Westminster, afforded him a course of duty mor6 
commodious. He divided his time between his 
public ofBces and his solitary studies. He preached 

at 
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at Bromley or Ealing as he was at either place ; 
and by many years labour in the Explication of 
the New Testament, produced the Commentary, 
&c. here offered to the public, which he be- 
queathed to the care of the Editor in the following 
words : 

" I give and bequeath to the Rev,. John Derby 

** my right to the copies of what I have caused to 

" be printed, that of Longinus excepted, the copy 

^' of which I sold to Mr. Tonson ; and also all 

*^ my manuscript sermons, and all rpy other ma- 

" nuscripls in loose papers, or in bound books, 

"- particularly what I have drawn up on St Paul's 

*^ First Epistle to the Corinthians, and caused to 

" be printed many years ago, though it was never 

" yet published, and what I have been for many 

" years past preparing upon the four Gospels and 

" the Acts of the Apostles, both which works I 

^^ intend to publish, if it shall please God to give 

*^ me life and health to perform the same : but, if 

'^ not, I recommend the care and printing of both 

" those works to the said J, Derby* And my 

" will is, that what I have prepared with regard to 

'^ both of them be delivered to him for the print- 

" ing of them, if thought proper, he advising with 

^' and consulting on that head the said Dr. Tho-» 

^ mai, Dean of Westminster, and having in what 

^* he shall do therein a strict regard to my reputa^ 

f* tion and to the interest of our holy religion. 
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The TraoslatioQ and Paraphrase on the FirsI . 
Epistle to the CorinthiaDSj is part of a work ori- 
ginally intended to have been performed by the 
joint labour of learned men, who were used to 
meet weekly at the house of Dr. Pearce, when 
he was Vicar of St. Martin's. The conversatioo 
was commonly on sacred and learned subjects. 
One evening Dr. Pearce proposed, that each 
should undertake for himself to explain and iUus^^ 
irate one of St. Paul's Epistles. Beiijig pressed 
to choose his own part, he selected the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and was (as far as we 
l^now) the only p^r^oq who proceeded to execute 
the intended plan. 

In the administration of his Episcopal Chargei 
I know not that he raised n^ore than one com* 
plaint against bin). The Rectory of Stone, ^ 
Living of very considerable value fell to his dis- 
posal, and he conferred, it on the Reverend 
Thomas Heatbcote, a young man indeed, but of 
sufficient qualifications, and a most amiable cba* 
racter, and Great; Grandson of bis Patron, 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, whose £ivours, 
conferred forty years before, bis gratitude did not 
antfer him to forget* This appointment however 
gave so much offence to one, pamc() by himsielf 
Clericus J^offenm^ who seemed to think (he 
rights pf seniority violated, that he wrote against 
bis plocesan, n Pamphlet filled with the acri- 

mpny 
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jEDOoy of disappointmeot ; but which must coor 
duce more to raise tb<{ ebaracter of the man at» 
tacked, than many panegyricks ; because it shews, 
that he who desired to say evil, bad at last 
nothing to say. 

No part of Doctor Pearce's life gave occasion 
to so much disquisition and conjecture as bis de- 
sire of resigning his preferments, which in oppo«> 
sition to almost all opinions, secular and clerical^ 
he urged with great vehemence, and enforced 
with much importunity. A' wish for degradation 
and diminution is a passion of which so few ex** 
amples are found, that it was perhaps at first 
hardly thought serious, and afterwards hardly 
thought sane and sobers It was^ to act against 
the common com^se of hunian practice, to contend 
for the loss of things, which all the rest of the 
EWorld is contending to gain. . 

Of a resolution so uncommon^ curiosity was 
oaturally diligent to. enquire the motive* As it 
could not be founded in avarice, it was sought in 
vanity, and Doctor Eearce, was, suspected of as- 
piring to the antiquated praise of contempt of 
weeritb,. and desire of* retirement* Of this wisb( 
how much he obtained,, and h.o\v. much, was re- 
fused him^ mth tlie i^e^ons whic];^ he supposed^ to 
produce; the r^usal, he l^siahready rrita^: t The 
heart oannot bd cjompliitely knoii^n^;^ but'-^fiie 
nearest approadi Vi^hich'can bettiadie is'by bppor-. 

-vv-, -{uniiSea 
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tunities of examining the thoughts when they ope* 
rate in secreti without the influence of auditors 
and beholders. That the intended resignation 
proceeded from the causes publickly alledged, a 
desire of dismission from public cares^ and of 
opportunity for more continued study, there is in 
one of his miscellaneous Manuscripts a testimony 
' not easily refuted. In a short Poem, which can 
be supposed to be only a Soliloquy, nothing more 
than his own thoughts, written dcfwn for his own 
gratification, he expresses his content in vacating 
his Deanery. The verses perhaps will gain no 
great applause, having not been ivritten for the 
inspection of Longinus ; but they afford a pleasing 
image of a learned Bishop at seventy-eight; 
looking back to his juvenile amusements, and, 
now and then, entertaining himself with poetical 
composition. He seems indeed never to have 
lost his love of Poetry, for he has left many short 
compositions both in Latin and English verse. 

THE WISH, 1768, 

WHSN 1 RESIGNED THE DEANERY OF WESTMINSTER* 

From all Decanal cares at last set free^ 
(O could that freedom still more perfect be) 
My sun's meridian howr, long past and gone ; 
Dim night, un6t for work, comes bast'iiing on ; 
In life's late ev'ning, thro* a length of day, 
I find me gently tending to decay : 

How 
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How shall I then my fated exit make i 
How best secure my great eternal stake i 

, This my prhne wisb^ to see thygloriotis face, 
O gracious God, in some more happy place ; 
Till then, to spend my short remains of time 
In thoughts, which raise the soul to truths sublime; 
To live with innocence, with peace and love. 
As do those saints who dwell in bliss above; 
By prayers, the wings which faith to reason lends, 
O now my soul to HeavVs high throne ascends: 
While here on earth, thus on my bended kne^ 
O Power divine, I supplicate to thee; 

, May I meet Death, when his approach is made. 
Not fond of life, nor of his dart afraid 4 
Feel that my gain, which I esteem'd a loss: 
Heav*n is the gold refin'd, earth but the dross* 

After this ipaperfect release from publick da- 
ties, he lived and laboured six years, andtbra 
passed to that state where no virtue is unre- 
warded* 

A CATALOGUE OF DOCTOR PEABCES 

WORKS. 

My Sebmons printed. 

In 1723. A tbanl(sgiving Sermon for Preser- 
vation from the Plague; preached before the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, April 25, 1723. 

1724. A farewell Sermon ; preached at qtiitting 
the Rectory of St Bartholomew's, Jan. 26, 
1723-4. 

17S7. A Sermon; preached at the Conse- 
cration 
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cration of St. Martin's Cburdb^ Wefttarnnster, 
Oct- 20, 17^6. 

17S0. A Sermon on the Propagation of the 
Gospel; at Bow Church, on Friday, Feb; 20^ 
1725-30. 

1734. A Sermon on Self-murder. 

1735. A Sermon on the Subject of the Charity- 
schools; preaqbedi at St Sepulchre's^ April 17, 
1735- 

1741. C<meto ad Synodum Cteri in Provinci4 
Cant, habita, 2 edit. Dec. 2, 174 1 . 

1743; A Spittal Sermon, at St. Bride's, on 
Tuesday, in Easter Week, 1743.. 

1749^ A Sermon before the Lords, in West- 
minster Abbey, Jan. 30, 1748-9* 

1760. A Fast Sermon before the Loidis^ in 
Wesmiiister Abbey, on Friday, March 14, 17^ 

1760. A JubUee Sermon, preached in- ditlo^ 
on Tuesday, June 3, 1760. 

Zachary Pearce wrote the No. 572. in the 8th 
▼ol. of the Spectator, upon Quuek^. 

And the No. 633. in the same volume, upoq 
Eloquence. 

And the letter signed Ned Mum,, beings in 
IjiTQ. 121. in the 2d vol. of the Guardian. 

CjCEHo i?E Oratoee. 
Poctor^IJearce's First Edition of it ws^s in . 17 16^ 

Second in ^ - - - 1732^ 
Third m - - - ^ - ,1746; 
Fourth in - . . . > • i77K 

tON- 
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LoNGiNus DE Subltmitate; 

His First Edition was ia 1724, 

Second in-------- 1732, 

Third (at Amst) in • - - - . 1733^ 

F6urth in -. 1752, 

Fifth in - -.,-....- 1762, 
Sixth 10 ....--•-. 1773, 

Cicero de Officiis. 

His First Edition was in ----- 174-5, 

Second in - ^ - - -- -- 176l» 

An Account of Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge, Pamph. - >. , ^ li. . - 1750, 
Epistolffi Duafe ^ « - , « ^. • - 17SH> 
A Letter to the Clergy of the Church of 
England ; on Occasion of the Bishop 
pf Rochester's Commitment to the 
Tower, Sd edit. - ^ ^ > - - ^ 1722, 
The same in French. 

Miracles of Jesus vindicated in 1727 a«d 1728, 
A Review of the Text of Milton - - 1733, 
Two letters against EH*. Middleton, 

3d edit, > .- «• - - - ^ >* -^ 1752*^ 

The follmiing Letter j though it contmjwt 
nothing theological or conne<:t€4 'U^ith thfi content^ 
of this Volume^ is t/jst imerted (fs it may ^ gratify 
tM curiosity, of wmlm^^ by sotpe. account of the 
great Nekton ; (tn4 W it reflects some honour on 

DfH^tqr 
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Doctor PearcCy. hy shewing that his friendship 
was valued, and his conversation sought^ bjf the 
frst man of his age and country. 

Axt Account of wLat related to the poblishing 
of Sir Isaac Newton's CHRONoiiOGY op 
Ancx£nt Kingdoms, 1728. la a Letter 
from the Right Rev. Zachary Pearce, Bishop of 
Rochester, (thea Bangor.) Written in i754» 
to the Rev. Dr. Hunt^ Hebrew Profisssor, at 
Oxford. 

In the PhiIoso[^ical Transactions, vol. xlviiL 
part i page \% it is said by the ingenious and 
learned Mr. Costard, '^ that Treatise (meanbg 
^ the Treatise above-mentioned) never had the 
** finishiog iiand of its great author, and it is 
^ well known now in what manner it came 
^ abroad 

This occasioned the Bishop of Bangor (now 
Bishop 0^ Rochester) in 1754, to write a Letter 
to the Reverend and Eminent Dr. Hunt, Hebrew 
Professor of Oxfco-d and Canon of Christ Church ; 
whom the Bishop knew to be acquaii^d with 
Mr. Costard; desiring him to ask as a favour, 
that that Reverend Gentleman would inform the 
Kshop of the particulars, to which tfie above 
written words had a reference. 

In answer to the Bishop's Letter, Dr. Hunt, 
by one dated August 1, 1754, gave the follow- 



ing account : 
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I DID not see Mr. Costard till the day before 
yesterday. He says, " the reason, why he iaia« 
'' ^ned, that Sir Isaac Newton's Chronology had 
^ never received the finishing hand of its author^ 
*' was, because he had been credibly informed^ 
*^ that, after Sir Isaac's death, fifteen copies of 
** that work were found in his hand-wTitmg; of 
^* no one of which it could be affirmed that it 
^' was 60 perfect, as not to have received further 
^^ corrections and improvements, if Sir Isaac 
^^ himself had lived to have published it And^ 
*^ as to the manner of its coming abroad, he baa 
^^ been informed, that it was thus : the late Qu^en 
*^ had prevailed upon Sir Isaac, a little before bis 
death, to let her have a sight of a Copy of iL 
This Copy her Majesty happened to lend to 
*^ the French Ambassador, who then resided bere^ 
and who privately employed a great number 
of bands, and in one night's time got it 
^* transcribed ; and so sent it into his own country^ 
'^ where it was immediately translated ; into 
** French, and animadverted on by Souciet 
*' This alarmed Sir Isaac's Executors, and put 
'* them on printing an authentic Edition of it 
** here: who might otherwise perhaps (for this 
^ Mr. Costard's stricture should seem to intimate) 
** never have thought of publishing it at all/* 
Thus far Mr. Costard. " I went, added Dr, 
*• Hunt, soon after Sir Isaac's death into Lord 
^' Macclesfield s family, where I heard much talk 

" about 
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^ about that great man : and I think, I rettiem- 
^ her something of both the eircumstanees, ^hich 
^ Mr. Costard mentions; I am sure I Ba# 
^ Souciet^s Book sdon after it was printedi'* 

Upon the Receipt of this Letter from the Pro- 
fessor Dr. Hunt,, the Bishop wrote the following 
Letter to him, dated August 10, 1754* 

I AM able to give a very different and a much 
truer Account of this matter, which is as follows : 

In tlie year 1 725, and about five months before , 
l^ir Isaac died, I had the honour of a visit from 
Kim at my house in St. Martift's Church-yard, 
tto which he walked, at his great age, from his 
house near Leicestef-fields. 

He staid with me near two hours, and our con- 
versation chiefly turned upon his Chronology of 
Andent Kingdoms^ and upon tbe fate which hia 
Sfiort Chronicle had met with. Among other 
things he said, ^ that the late Queen, when 
*^ Princess of Wales, had about the year 1720, 
** (if I remember the year aright) sent to him, 
'* and desired him to let her see what he had 
*^ written upon Chronology; and that, to oblige 
*^ the Princess, he had drawn up his Short Ckro* 
" nickf as thinking it in that shape the properest 
" for her Perusal ; that he sent it to Her, and that 
" She, after some time, lent it to the Abb^ Conti, 
a Venetian gentleman of distmction, then in Eng-, 
land, and frequenting her court; that the A bB6, 

 " without 
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•* witbout the Princess's consei^t (as he believed) 
^* took a Copy of it ; and that some time after, 
** when he was in France, to which he went from 
^ Efigtand, a Translation' of it in French was 
^ published at Paris, without Sir Isaac^s appro- 
^ haAoTk or knowledge," 

The Princess favoured other persons likewise 
with a sight of this J^ort Chronide, who with, 
ot perhaps without, Her leave, took Copies of it ; 
for I had one, at the time of this visit, taken by 
me from another in the possession of the late eail 
of Macclesfield^ then Lord Chancellor. 

Sir Isaae, at the same visit, infi>nned me^ 
*' tbat he had spent thirty years at intervals ia 
*^ reading over all the Authors, or parts of 
'* Authoi^, which could furnish bim with any 
*^ Materials for forming a just Account of the- 
'^ Ancient Chronology; that be had in his Read^ 
'^ ing tntkde Collections from those Authors, aod» 
'* bad, at the end of thirty years, laid together 
^^ all his l^faterials, and composed from thence 
** his Chronology of Ancknt Kingdoms; and 
** that he had written it over several times (it 
appeared afterwards, I tiiink, sixteen timea) 
makiQg few alterations in it, but what were for. 
^' the sake of shortening it (as I gathered firom 
bis discourse) and leaving out in every latter 
Copy some of the authorities and references, 
upon which he had grounded his opinions/' 
It is a pity, that he took so much of the same 

method 
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tfietbod in bis Chronology which be took in his* 
Principia, &c. concealing bis proofs^ and leavings 
it to the sagacity of others to discover tbem. 
For want of these, in some instances, what he 
aays> on Chronology does not sufficiently appear 
at present to rest upon any thing but his asser*' 
&)ns : and the want of these was thought so grcfat 
by the editors (Martin Folkes, Esq. and Dr» 
Pellet) that they or one of them, as I have been 
informed, did in some places put References to 
ibitiiors in the margin of the Work ; which are 
printed now as Sir Isaac's References, though not 
his, and not perhaps always referring to the very 
same places, upon '.which he founded bis asser- 
tions* I mention this the rather because two^or 
three of the places referred to in the margin of 
bis Work have been thought, by good Juges, not' 
to speak fully to the point for which they are 
brought, and therefore Sir Isaac's credit in this 
particular has suffered with some persons: but 
proofs he may have had, which he chose to Con* 
cea), though what now stands in the Margin in 
those few places may have come from another* 
band, and may not amount to a full proof, as it 
pretends to do. In the same Conversation I took 
the liberty of desiring, that he would think of 
publishing his Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms 
ip his life lime; representing to him, that what 
had been published in France, had not done jus- 

tic6 
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ttee to*hiai; as being at best a Translation of what 
]g an epitome only of his vfotk, and * was neVer 
designed for. the press; and that there was the 
greater necessity (as I thought) ^f his publishing 
it, as it was unattended \^ith any part of hi^ 
proofed and as the Translator had sometiHies mis«> 
taken bis meaning. 'He was pleased to bear m€ ' 
with attention, and said, *^ that at his time of 
^^ life it was too late to enter into a controversy^ 
^^ which might perhaps arise fromi his poblishing 
*^ hi« thoughts on . Ancient Chronology, as they 
^[ differed so much from the common opinion; 
** and that be had often met with ill usage from 
^^ some of the learmed abroad (ode or two in* 
^* stances of which, though they never appeared 
'^ to the woi^ldw be then mentioned to nm) aad 
*^ that he did not care to give them any furthei 
^^ handle for repeatiiag the same ill usage 
** again." 

Notwithstanding this I continued to press his 
publishing, what he had prepared, and I ventured 
to advise, him to give to the read&r, in a siiort 
Preface to the Work, an account (the same with 
'what he had gi von to* me, and which I before men** 
Vioned)'of ^e steps taken by him in the conbposing 
it ; and (o add^ that th» appeared to him to be 
the triith, after all bis time anddabour spent upon 
Aacient Chronology; and that^ he myi left hisf 

VOL. I. F f judg- . 
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judgment upon the whole to the reader^ being de- 
termined nol: to ebter into controversy with any 
man •about any of the particulars of it, at his 
lime pf life, wh^n be was so far advanced in 
yepurs. 

To this advice be gave no positive answer: 
but upon his return home he told Mr. Conduit, 
ivho had married his niece, and was then at his 
house, '^ that I had been persuading him to pub- 
*^ lish his Chronology, and that he believed he 
^' should do it" Of this Mr. Conduit informed 
tne soon after, and I found it true in what 
follows. 

' A few days before he died, I made him a visit 
at Kensington, where he was then for his health; 
and where I found Mr. Innys the bookseller with 
him : he withdrew as soon as I came in, and went 
away ; and I mention this, only ibr confirming 
my account by one circumstance, which I ilhalt 
mention before I conclude. 

I dined with Sir Isaac on that*day, and we 
were alone all the time of my stay with bim : I 
found him writing over his Chronology of Ancient 
Kingdoms^ without the help of spectacles, at the 
greatest distance of the room firom the windows, 
und with a parcel of books . on the table casting 
$1 shade, upon his paper. Seeing this, on my en- 
Wv^ tbe room, I said to him, ^^ Sir, you seem 

2 « to 



J 



# 

jDR. zACHjiRir PEA Ren;. 43^ 

" to be writing in a place where you cannot so 
" well, aee." His answer was^ " A little.;iight 
'' serves me*" He then told me, '^ that he was pre* 
'^ paring his Chronology for the press, and tljat hu 
•* had written the greatest part of it over again for 
** that purpose." He fead to me two or three 
sheets of what he hatd written, (about the middle, I 
think, of the work) on occasion of some pointa 
in Chronology, which had been mentioned in our 
conversation. I believe, that he continued read- 
ing to me, and talking about what he had read, 
for near an hour, before the dinner was brought 
up. And one particular I well remember, viz. 
that, speaking of some fact^ he could not recoK 
lect the name of the King, in whose reign it had 
happened (and therefore he complained of his me- 
mory's beginning to fail him ;) but he added im'^ 
mediately, that it was in such a year of such an 
Olympiad, naming them both very exactly. A 
circumstance which I thought very obs^vable, as 
the ready mention of sui;h chronological dates 
jieemed to me a greater proof of his memory's 
not failing him, than the naming of the King 
would have been* 

Agreeably to this account of mine, as to Sir 
Isaac s intention of publishing his Treatise on the 
Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms^ the Advertise- 
ment prefixed to the. firal edition of it in 172b, 

F f S says. 
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«ays, ^* that he lately revised it, and was actually 
** preparing i( for the press at the* tiaie ^f lus 
*^ death ; that the Short Chronicle was never in- 
'^ tended to be published by him, and therefore 
^ was not BO lately corrected by bini ; and that 
" the sixth chapter (of the Chronology)* was not 
" copied out with the other five, which makes it 
" doubtful, whether he intended to print it; but 
'' that being found among his papers, ande vi- 
*' dently appearing to be a continuation of the 
*^ same work, and, (as such) abridged in the 
*^ Short Chronicle^ it was thought proper to be 
'' added." 

This is the account given by the publishers, and 
it agrees with mine, as far as it goes s if this then 
be the true account, it appears, that the five first 
.chapters of the Chronology of* Ancient Kingdoms 
^ad the finishing hand of the great author : and it 
is most probable, that his death oidy prevented 
his writing over the sixth chapter, and adding it 
to the others. It appears likewise, that Sir Isaac 
intended his Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms for 
-the press, and that the executors did not take an 
alarm from any thing which passed in France, arid 
thereupon cause an authentic edition of it to be 
printed here. What was printed abroad, was 
jouly a Translation of the Short Chronicle: thr 

Chr0^ 
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Ghronology i^f.Ancitnt Kingdom, wm aever^l 
ktlieve, out^f Sir Isaac's haads till the day of 
l)is death. .. ' *. 

Mr. Innys I saw, (ad.I'said before) at Sir 
Isaac's a fevir days before bis' death : and after his 
death Mr. Inoys came ta me, and told me, that, 
l>efore I came in, Sir Isaac had been talking to 
him about his design of printing his Chronology^ 
and had promised him, that he should have the 
printing of it;* but that upon his applicatioo to 
Ihe executors, they seemed to have no regard to 
what he Said about 'such a promise, because 
nothing appeared for it, but his own word oalj. 
He desired therefore to Jcnow from me, whedier 
Sir Isaac, whjle I was with him, had said any 
thing dbout his intention, that be should have die 
printing it. But as Sir Isaac had said nothiag to *^ 
me on that head, I could not give him the satis- 
Ikction which he wanted ; though, I believe, ftom n 
Mr. Innys's discourse, that Sir Isaac had talked 
to him ' about his intention to print it, and pro- 
bably had given him hopes, that he should be, the 
printer, as ' h^ then printed all the Philosophicat 
Transactions for the Royal Society, of which Sk 
Isaac was President. 

This, to the best of my remembrance, b the \ 
truth ; and J remetnber th^ particulars tha better 
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for my having frecyiently io convers^ioa men- 
tioned them to my acquaintajic^. 



% * 



I am. Revereed Sib, 8cc. * 

August loAp list. ^ " * '/• ' ; 

« . . Z^ Ban^or« 



N.B. Sir Isaac died March 2(Ub, 1725; 
in the 85tb year of his age, as appears by a 
mournmg ring given to me at his f^ineral which t 
attended. , . . • • . 
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